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Students protest Interim President Maric’s Israel trip

by Aiza Shaikh
STAFF WRITER
aiza.shaikh@uconn.edu

University of Connecticut students
gathered at Fairfield Way on Monday
to protest Governor Ned Lamont and
UConn Interim President Dr. Raden-
ka Maric’s decision to visit Israel on
an economic development mission.

Maric announced her trip in an Ins-
tagram post Tuesday.

“I'm thrilled to be joining [Lamont]
and other Connecticut representa-
tives in Israel later this month as we
focus on strengthening connections
between the state and members of
Israel’s innovation ecosystem,” read
the post’s caption. “UConn has a lot
to offer companies looking to expand
in the U.S. and we’re grateful to have
a chance to help strengthen the bond
between our regions.”

At the protest, members of UCo-
nn’s Students for Justice in Pales-
tine gave speeches in regard to their
thoughts on the university’s associ-
ation and partnership with Israel,
claiming that the partnership con-
tradicts the work done by the Dodd
Center for Human Rights and Hu-
man Rights Institute at UConn.

“As a Palestinian American, it is tru-
ly disgusting to witness UConn claim
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Students gather outside of the Rowe academic building on Fairfield Way on Monday, Feb. 21 to protest
the Interm President’s upcoming trip to Israel with Gov. Ned Lamont. The protest was lead by the Stu-
dents for Justice in Palestine organization.
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that they are nationally recognized for
supporting human rights and then dis-
honoring that statement by supporting
Israel’s apartheid in the mass killings
of the Palestinian people,” Norah Kad-
er, a fourth-semester civil engineering
student, said at the protest.

“Right now as we speak, thousands
of people in Sheikh Jarrah in East Jeru-
salem are [being] forcibly evicted from

their homes,” added Kader. “Children
are separated from their families and
people are starving. They have no-
where to go and they have no place to
call home. These are the same people
that lived in these houses for hundreds
of years. These are the same people
that have lived in these houses before
the declaration of the Israeli state.”
Kader also referred to a statement

Maric made in a former interview in
regard to supporting her students,
claiming the statement no longer
holds true.

“UConn’s current [interim] pres-
ident Radenka Maric once stated in
an interview...that she wants her stu-
dents to know that whatever strug-
gles they have, the university is there
to support them,” Kader said. “It is
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extremely hypocritical to make that
statement and then completely disre-
gard the students’ voice.”

A 2021 UConn graduate and for-
mer SJP member who asked to re-
main anonymous said the situation
is not as complicated as people make
it out to be.

“People try to continuously compli-
cate things, to try to push us under the
rug,” the former member said. “They
try to tie us with politics. They try to
tie us with religion. They try to tie
us with terrorism. All these sorts of
things, when in actuality, this is such
a simple issue. We're asking for three
things. We want peace, we want jus-
tice and we want prosperity.”

After the protest, SJP social media
chair Layan Alnajjar, a sixth-semes-
ter marketing major and manage-
ment minor, said she hopes the pro-
tests and rallies will capture Maric’s
attention and convince her to listen to
members of SJP.

“We're really just hoping that the
new [interim] president can come and
hear our cries and potentially imple-
ment something to help us,” said Al-
najjar. “We're trying to hold onto hope
because we know that this adminis-
tration is very pro-Israel, but we’re
doing the best we can.”

ANTI-ASIAN
VIOLENGE IN
NEW YORK CITY
AND FLORIDA’S
‘DON’T SAY GAY’
LEGISLATION

by Hadley Farragher
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
hadley.farragher@uconn.edu

Christina Yuna Lee was a 35-year-
old Korean American who was bru-
tally killed on Feb. 13 in New York
City. She was stabbed by Assamad
Nash at least 40 times in her home, as
reported by CNN.

Lee’s murder happened less than a
month after Michelle Alyssa Go, an-
other Asian American woman, was
killed after being pushed in front of a
subway train in Times Square. Both
murders are currently undergong in-
vestigation about possible racial mo-
tives according to AP News and the
New York Post.

Lee most recently worked as senior
creative producer for an online media
platform called Splice, according to a
PBS article. She was described as a
creative person by those who knew
her.

“Christina was full of life. She radi-
ated positivity, joy and love. She sup-
ported her friends in everything that
they did. She went above and beyond
to make those she loved know she
was there for them — never expect-
ing anything in return,” Lee’s family
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and friends wrote on the GoFundMe.
com page in her honor.

According to its page, the Chris-
tina Yuna Lee Memorial Fund on
GoFundMe aims to raise money to
donate to various groups. Her fam-
ily also created a memorial outside
her apartment that was later van-
dalized according to the New York
Post. However, Lee’s case was not an
anomaly. According to NBC news,
there has been an increase in an-
ti-Asian hate crimes since last year.

“The compilation of hate crime
data, published by the Center for the
Study of Hate and Extremism, re-
vealed that anti-Asian hate crime in-
creased by 339% last year compared
to the year before, with New York,
San Francisco, Los Angeles and
other cities surpassing their record
numbers in 2020,” wrote Kimmy
Yam in the NBC article. The article
says that anti-China rhetoric in the
pandemic drives people to commit
these crimes.

In other news, Florida advances
legislation that will regulate how
students learn about sexuality and
gender. People who opposed the
legislation labeled it the “Don’t Say
Gay” bill. According to the bill,
schools will not be able to teach pri-
mary grade levels about sexuality or
gender.

“A school district may not encour-
age classroom discussion about sex-
ual orientation or gender identity in
primary grade levels or in a manner
that is not age-appropriate or de-
velopmentally appropriate for stu-
dents.”

A CBS News article writes that
critics worry that not all LGBTQIA+
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students have supportive homes.
They argue that learning about sex-
uality and gender is a way for chil-
dren to make connections that can
help as they navigate their identities.

Florida Republican Gov. Ron De-
Santis voiced his support for the
bill. Tennessee and Montana put in

place similar regulations last year
as reported by a BBC News report.
However, those statues were milder
in the sense that Florida’s bill allows
parents to sue schools for any vio-
lations of the “Don’t Say Gay” bill.
Florida’s bill would take effect July
1, 2022.

Protesters rally in response to the killing of Christina Yuna Lee

in New York City, Monday, Feb. 14, 2022. Lee was stabbed to death
inside her lower Manhattan apartment by a man who followed her
from the street into her building, authorities said.
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Police
question
student

in Hilltop
Apartments
stabbing

STORRS, Conn. (AP) — Uni-
versity of Connecticut police were
continuing to investigate Monday
after a weekend confrontation in
an on-campus apartment com-
plex left a student and another
person with stab wounds.

A second student was tak-
en into custody for questioning
shortly after the incident around
11 p.m. Saturday at the Hilltop
Apartments, university spokes-
person Stephanie Reitz said. No
other suspects are being sought,
and police and prosecutors will
determine whether criminal
charges ensue, she said.

The student who has been
questioned knew at least one of
the other people beforehand, the
university said.

All three suffered minor inju-
ries in the encounter and were
treated at hospitals. The stab
wounds were superficial and
treated with stitches.

The 13-building Hilltop Apart-
ments complex houses 1,200 stu-
dents, according to the universi-
ty website.
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News

After $73M win, Sandy Hook families
zero in on gun marketing

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — After
agreeing to a $73 million lawsuit set-
tlement with gun-maker Remington,
the families of nine Sandy Hook Ele-
mentary School shooting victims say
they are shifting their focus to ending
firearms advertising with macho,
military themes that exploit young
men's insecurities, all in the hopes of
preventing more mass shootings.

The families say Remington used
those kinds of ads to promote its AR-
15-style rifles like the one used to kill
20 young children and six educators
inside the Newtown, Connecticut,
school on Dec. 14, 2012.

“This is a case about
creating change ... I'm
only waiting really
to have access to the
documents and to figure
out how to use that to
help drive safety and
better practices for the
sales and marketing.”
NICOLE HOCKLEY

Remington's marketing strategies
are expected to be unveiled when
the families' lawyers publicly release
thousands of internal company doc-
uments obtained during the lawsuit.
Lawyers for Remington and its insur-
ers agreed to the disclosure as part of
the settlement announced Tuesday.

“This is a case about creating
change,” Nicole Hockley, whose
6-year-old son, Dylan, was killed in
the shooting, said in an interview
after the settlement was announced.
“Right now, I'm only waiting really
to have access to the documents and
to figure out how to use that to help
drive safety and better practices for
the sales and marketing.”

Hockley, a plaintiff in the lawsuit,
has been working with other victims'
relatives to stem gun violence through
the Sandy Hook Promise organization.

The records could provide one
of the most detailed looks yet at the
push by firearms manufacturers to
popularize AR-15s and similar rifles,
gun industry watchers say, especial-
ly after a 10-year federal ban on such
weapons expired in 2004.

Hockley and outside observers
have compared the case to those that
led tobacco companies to disclose
damaging internal documents and
later agree to billions of dollars in set-
tlements over sickened smokers.

It's not clear when the families'
lawyers will release the documents.
A lawyer for the families, Joshua
Koskoff, said the records are being
organized for public consumption, a
process expected to take weeks.

The documents include emails be-
tween employees, internal company
presentations and business projec-
tions, Koskoff said. He declined to
discuss the contents of the records.

Printing since 1896, The Daily Campus is the oldest and largest
independent student publication at the University of Connecti-
cut. The Daily Campus circulates 2,500 newspapers daily and
strives to serve the student body by delivering accurate, relevant
and timely news and content, both in print and online at Daily
Campus.com. Our staffis comprised entirely of students, with
roughly 200 undergraduates gaining professional development
while contributing to the daily production of the paper, with
positions including writers, photographers, copy editors, page
layout designers, graphic designers, advertisement represen-
tatives, receptionists, delivery drivers and digital producers.

Thanks for reading.

Corrections and Clarifications:
Send corrections to EIC@DailyCampus.com

Tuesday, February 22, 2022

Copy Editors: Aarushi Nohria, Jess Gallagher, Owen Silverman

and Jonathan Kopeliovich
News Designer: Alison Cross
Life Designer: Gino Giansanti
Sports Designer: 1lliara Juarez

Opinion Designer: Brandon Barzola

Photo Producer: Erin Knapp

“The information that may come
out ... there may be features of the
way that the gun industry does
business that are not either widely
known or not widely appreciated,”
said Timothy D. Lytton, a law pro-
fessor at Georgia State University.
“This is going to shine a spotlight on
the industry’s role in the issue of the
problem of gun violence.”

Lawyers for Remington and its in-
surers did not return messages seek-
ing comment. Remington, founded
in 1816 and based in Madison, North
Carolina, went bankrupt a second
time in 2020, and its assets were later
sold at auction to several other com-
panies. Two new companies were
created, Remington Firearms and
Remington Ammunition.

A message seeking comment was
left for Remington Firearms, which
announced in November that it
will establish headquarters in La-
Grange, Georgia. A spokesperson
for Remington Ammunition own-
er Vista Outdoor, based in Anoka,
Minnesota, said the settlement
involved the former Remington
Outdoor Co., not Vista Outdoor or
Remington Ammunition.

At the news conference announc-
ing the settlement, Koskoff showed
Remington ads that he said appealed
to troubled youths like Adam Lan-
za, the 20-year-old man who carried
out the Sandy Hook shooting. Lanza
used a Remington-made Bushmas-
ter XMi15-E2S rifle that was legally
owned by his mother. He killed his
mother in their Newtown home be-
fore going to the school.

The ads contained messages in-
cluding “Consider Your Man Card
Reissued” and “Clear the Room, Cov-
er the Rooftop, Rescue the Hostage.”

Koskoff said Remington targeted
younger, at-risk males in advertising
and product placement in violent vid-
eo games. The lawsuit said the com-
pany's advertising played a role in the
school shooting, but did not elaborate.

Lanza had severe and deteriorat-
ing mental health problems, which
combined with his preoccupation
with violence and access to his moth-
er's weapons “proved a recipe for
mass murder,” a report by Connecti-
cut's child advocate said.

From the 10th grade, Lanza’s moth-
er kept him at home, where he was
surrounded by an arsenal of firearms
and spent long hours playing vio-
lent video games, the report said. His
medical and school records includ-
ed references to diagnoses of autism
spectrum disorder, anxiety and ob-
sessive compulsive disorder, although
psychiatrists say those conditions are
not indicative of future violence.

Robert Spitzer, a political science
professor at the State University of
New York at Cortland and the author
of five books on gun policy, said the
case will lead gun manufacturers to
consider their marketing carefully.
Spitzer, a member of both the Nation-
al Rifle Association and the Brady
gun control advocacy group, said his

chief goal is to study all sides of the
gun debate.

Spitzer said the Remington case
presents a clear warning “to other
gun companies that manufacture as-
sault-type weapons to avoid pumping
up or emphasizing the military histo-
ry, the sort of Rambo-like qualities of
the weapon. They would be insane
to continue to market these weapons
by emphasizing those values because
they would obviously open them-
selves up to similar lawsuits.”

The National Shooting Sports
Foundation, a gun industry group
that happens to be based in New-
town, said the Sandy Hook families
never produced evidence that Rem-
ington’s advertising had any effect
on Lanza. The foundation estimates
there have been more than 20 million
AR-15-style rifles sold in the U.S. and
asserts that few are used in crimes.

According to the latest FBI crimes
statistics, of the 13,600 firearms used
in homicides in 2020, about 450 were
rifles; more than 8,000 handguns
were used.

AR-15-style rifles, however, have
been used in many notable mass
shootings, including Sandy Hook,
the 2017 Las Vegas massacre that
killed 58 people and wounded hun-
dreds, and the 2018 school shooting
in Parkland, Florida, that killed 14
students and three staff members.

Remington's marketing of its AR-
15-style rifles before the Sandy Hook
shooting contributed to surging sales
of the weapon nationwide, Koskoff
said. In the mid- to late 2000s, he
said, only about 100,000 AR-15s were
sold annually in the U.S. But by 2012,
the number had skyrocketed to more
than 2 million, he said.

He and the Sandy Hook families
blamed a private equity firm, Cer-
berus Capital Management, which
bought Remington in 2007, for being
more concerned about profits than
safety in seeking increased rifle sales.
A message seeking comment was left
for the firm.

“This is going to shine
a spotlight on the
industry’s role in the
issue of the problem of
gun violence.”
TIMOTHY D. LYTTON

Cerberus, as Remington's owner,
was responsible for shifting a lot of
the company's focus from tradition-
al hunting rifles to AR-15-style rifles
and for the resulting marketing cam-
paigns, Koskoff said.

“They were using tactics of fear and
toxic masculinity and appearing more
powerful, and their documents talk
about their target audience as military
wannabes,” Hockley said. “It’s not
saying that this (the settlement) is go-
ing to stop firearm manufacturers in
any way. This is about being respon-
sible in your marketing.”

An advertising image for an AR-15-style rifle is displayed during a
news conference in Trumbull, Conn., Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2022. After
agreeing to a $73 million lawsuit settlement with gun-maker Rem-
ington, the families of nine Sandy Hook Elementary School shoot-
ing victims say they are shifting their focus to ending firearms
advertising.
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lan and Nicole Hockley listen at a news conference at Edmond
Town Hall in Newtown, Conn., Monday, Jan. 14, 2013. The Hockleys’
6-year-old son, Dylan, was killed in the Sandy Hook Elementary
School shooting on Dec. 14, 2012.
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An image of the weapon used during the Newtown school shooting
is displayed while attorney Josh Koskoff speaks during a news
conference in Trumbull, Conn., Tuesday, Feb. 15, 2022. 20 young
children and six educators died inside the Newtown, Connecticut,
school on Dec. 14, 2012.
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A year after woman’s death on
I-84, lawsuits seek answers

SOUTHINGTON, Conn. (AP) —
The family of a woman who died while
stranded overnight on Interstate 84 af-
ter a crash is suing the state.

Jayan Bryan died last February after
she and roommate D’Yanna Wallace
spent several hours in Bryan’s car on
the Cheshire-Southington border.
Wallace suffered severe injuries and
survived, and her family also has sued.

Shortly before 2 a.m., a motorist
called police to report a large piece of
debris in the roadway. A state troop-
er moved a vehicle trunk lid onto the
center median, according to video re-
viewed by an attorney representing

the families, Hearst Connecticut Media
Group reported.

The women’s families contend the
trooper should have checked the li-
cense plate, which they said was at-
tached to the trunk lid, and searched to
find out if there had been an accident.

Video shows the same trooper
found the two women trapped inside
the Nissan at approximately 7:30 a.m.,
Hearst reported. Bryan, who had re-
cently turned 25, was pronounced
dead at the scene.

“A motor vehicle trunk lid — a very
sizable piece of debris — is found on
the roadway, it's identified and picked

up by a trooper," attorney Peter Bow-
man told the news outlet. “He then
discards it, throws it to the side of
the road. They don’t determine who
owns the car, they don’t reach out to
see what the injury is, they don’t try to
find out."

State police haven't released a report
on the accident. Sgt. Dawn Pagan, a
state police spokesperson, told Hearst
that was because the investigation re-
mains open. Pagan also said it isn't un-
common for accidents to go unnoticed,
particularly if there are no witnesses or
alack of evidence such as tire marks or
property damage.

Black women hold protest in
Bridgeport, demand police reform

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. (AP) — Black
women and their supporters held a
protest march in Connecticut's largest
city on Saturday, demanding police and
government reforms amid accusations
of racial insensitivity by the Bridgeport
Police Department in how it handled
the deaths of two Black women.

About 150 people, including Black
elected women and leaders, turned out
for the protest dubbed “Black Women
Speak! A March for Truth & Justice."

"This isn't just about these two
women. It’s about the systematic rac-
ism that’s taken place in Bridgeport for

along time,” state Sen. Marilyn Moore,
D-Bridgeport, told Hearst Connecticut
Media in an interview. “Black women
are tired of it and they’re gonna stand
uptoit.”

Lauren Smith-Fields, 23, and Bren-
da Lee Rawls, 53, were each found
dead on Dec. 12 in their respective
apartments. While the incidents were
unrelated, both women's families
said police did not notify them of the
deaths in a timely manner. Smith-
Fields died from an accidental over-
dose, according to the state medical
examiner, while Rawls' cause of death

has not yet been determined.

Bridgeport Mayor Joe Ganim, a
Democrat, has apologized to the fami-
lies and last month directed the city po-
lice department’s deputy chief to place
two detectives on administrative leave
for their handling of the cases. Despite
such actions, some protesters called for
him to resign Saturday.

There were also demands for a U.S.
Department of Justice investigation
into the Bridgeport Police Department
and a state task force to study the issue
of missing and murdered Black wom-
en and girls in Connecticut.

News

Lawmakers seek
bipartisan deal

on child mental
health bill

(AP) — A group of Democratic and
Republican state lawmakers on Fri-
day unveiled the beginnings of what
they pledged will be major overhaul of
mental health services for children in
Connecticut, an issue some repeated-
ly called a “crisis” that has been exac-
erbated by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The roughly 100-page bill being
offered by the House of Represen-
tatives legislators, all members of a
bipartisan working group that be-
gan meeting in November, is one of
several proposals to improve mental
health care up for consideration this
session, including those from Demo-
cratic Gov. Ned Lamont and the state
Senate caucuses.

House Speaker Matt Ritter, D-Hart-
ford, predicted the multiple bills will
eventually be morphed into one bipar-
tisan piece of legislation that address-
es everything from expanding the de-
pleted ranks of mental health workers
through student loan forgiveness and
other programs to creating peer sup-
port programs in schools.

“It’s not a rivalry. It's not a compe-
tition of bills or ideas, but rather it
shows that everybody in this building
believes this is an opportunity for us
to make major changes in the way we
treat mental health for our children,”
Ritter said of the dueling proposals.

“This should be and must be a bi-
partisan piece of legislation. Historic
changes do not happen often when it
is one sided,” he said. “We will have
our disagreements. We will have votes
that go one way or the other. But this
is an opportunity to bring people to-
gether and show the state and show
the country this is what happens
when folks work together.”

The General Assembly's Public
Health Committee is scheduled to
hold a public hearing Feb. 25 to hear
testimony on the bills, which address
a wide range of issues including fund-
ing for more mobile crisis units, mak-
ing telehealth services permanent,
expanding the types of mental health
treatment options for children and
their families, and funding for more
in-school social workers and psychia-
trists. In some cases, the proposals call
for initially using federal COVID relief
money to kick-start the initiatives.

There are also proposals that ad-
dress the increased demand for men-
tal health services for adults as well.

“This is a start,” said Rep. William
Petit, R-Plainville, a physician, of the
bill unveiled Friday. “I think the pub-
lic hearing process is going to be criti-
cal to get input from providers, people
on the front lines, of what needs to be
tweaked, what needs to be added to.”

State
releases
guidance
as school
masking
is left to
locals

(AP) — Connecticut officials have
released guidance for how K-12 schools
across the state should handle face
mask rules now that local districts are
preparing for the statewide mask man-
date to end on Feb. 28.

The public health and education
departments are recommending vari-
ous metrics for districts to consider as
they determine whether to continue
requiring masks, including the prev-
alence of local COVID-19 infections,
the vaccination status of students, staff
and the community and the amount of
planning that's still needed to accom-
modate students and staff who might
be at greater risk of infection.

“Prior to making any significant
changes to the mitigation strategies in
schools (including universal mask use),
the Connecticut Department of Pub-
lic Health and the Connecticut State
Department of Education encourage
school districts to consider and discuss
the unique complexities of school en-
vironments, the environmental condi-
tions inside their school buildings, the
health of their school populations and

Students listen to a presentation in Health class at Windsor Locks High School in Windsor Locks, Conn., March 18, 2021. Connecticut officials
have released guidance for how K-12 schools across the state should handle face masks. It comes as local districts are preparing for the
statewide mask mandate to end on Feb. 28, 2022.
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the conditions in their immediate and
surrounding communities," according
to one of the two documents released
Friday evening to districts.

The agencies also included recom-
mended steps districts should take
if there is an outbreak, including re-
instating a localized mask mandate,
limiting the mixing of grades and class-
rooms during meals and recess, and
limiting outside visitors.

Last week, the General Assembly
voted to temporarily extend some of
Democratic Gov. Ned Lamont’s re-
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maining pandemic-related executive
orders that were set to expire on Feb.
15, including a statewide mask man-
date for schools and child care centers.
Lamont, however, said he only wanted
to keep the mask mandate in place un-
til Feb. 28., giving local school boards
time to decide whether masking is nec-
essary in their schools.

He cited the state's declining num-
bers of COVID-19 infections as a major
reason, joining other Democratic gov-
ernors in rolling back the contentious
pandemic restriction. According to re-
searchers at Johns Hopkins, the rolling
average number of daily new cases has
decreased by 518.1, a decrease of 36.0%,
over the past two weeks.

So far, there have been mixed re-
sponses to the anticipated change
in statewide masking rules by local
school officials. The state's largest cit-
ies — including Bridgeport, Hartford,
New Haven, Waterbury and Stamford

schools after Feb. 29 while many other
districts have decided to make masks
optional, the Hartford Courant report-
ed. Some districts have not yet decided
how to proceed and are in the process
of surveying parents and staff before
making a final decision.

West Hartford is among the dozens
of communities in Connecticut that
have decided to make masks optional.

“The reality now is that the Depart-
ment of Public Health has stated that
in many places in Connecticut, it is the
right time, and safe, to move away from
mandatory masking,” West Hartford
Superintendent Thomas Moore wrote
in a recent statement to parents. Giv-
en his community's high vaccination
rates, plummeting cases in schools
and the immunity gained by people ex-
posed to the omicron variant, “March
should be a time when West Hartford
public schools can move to optional
mask wearing.”

Athletic Conference, the state organi-
zation that oversees high school sports,
announced Friday it will not require
student-athletes to wear masks at out-
door and indoor practices or competi-
tions, as of Feb. 28. However, the up-
dated guidance said student-athletes,
officials, coaches, game workers and
spectators will follow masking rules
issued by the facilities where events
are held.

Meanwhile, state officials said school
districts will receive additional ship-
ments of COVID test kits before Feb.
28. Two kits are supposed to distrib-
uted to each student and staff member.
For schools that are ending universal
masking on Feb. 28, the state said the
kits should be used by all staff and stu-
dents prior to the mandate being lifted.

“Ideally, one test should be per-
formed at home in the morning prior
to leaving for school on the first day
optional masking is implemented,” ac-
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"No, your total is eight, not two."

“No, I mean $2 bills!"
"Wow, okay."
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Cooking is not a gendered task

by Anika Veeraraghav
ASSOCIATE OPINION EDITOR
anika.veeraraghav@uconn.edu

When I was a junior in high school,
my mom traveled to India for a couple
of weeks and since my brothers were in
college, it was just my dad and I at home.
At some point during this period of time,
my dad and I ran into a family friend who
asked us how things were going with-
out my mom at home — which was, of
course, nice of her. The thing that struck
me, however, was when she proceeded
to ask me something along the lines of,
“So, Anika, have you been cooking since
your mom isn’t home?”

Now, at 16, I was capable of basic cook-
ing if I had to. However, with school,
extracurricular activities and whatever
other responsibilities I had at that age,
I was preoccupied, and I was privileged
enough to have cooking not be a promi-
nent task on my mind. My dad was quite
capable of cooking, and, therefore, with
a look of confusion, I told her that my
dad had been cooking.

Another time, more recently, a dif-
ferent family friend asked me a similar
question while I was with my two older
brothers; she asked something along the
lines of, “Since your mom comes home
late from work, do you cook dinner?” I’ll
be the first to admit that my brothers are
much better cooks than I am — yet out
of the three of us, I was the one who was
asked about this.

A conversation with one of my room-
mates about this resulted in her agreeing
with my observations on the connection
between gender and cooking; she told me
about how it is treated as an expectation

that she should be able to cook while her
male cousins are showered with praise
if they are capable of cooking. People
often ask her if she knows how to cook
with few questions of the sort directed
toward her male cousins.

These experiences highlight the dou-
ble-standards and expectations sole-
ly dependent on gender, especially in
terms of cooking. Men who are able to
cook are highly praised, whereas it is
often an expectation that women know
how to. Society is praising men for
cooking, which should instead be treat-
ed as an important life skill, not a gen-
dered task.

Many skills,
including cooking,
should not be
separated based
on gender and
everyone should be
encouraged how to
learn how to cook,
not just girls.

This is true especially in the Indian
and Indian American community; both
my roommate and I, being Indian Amer-
ican, have clearly witnessed this first-
hand and have grown up surrounded by
it as well. From seeing ads on Indian TV
channels where men, dissatisfied with
their wife’s cooking, simply complained

rather than doing anything substantial
to change their circumstances to see-
ing male celebrities being praised for
cooking for the first time in five years,
these standards have been heavily nor-
malized. It is high time these standards
change.

Many skills, including cooking,
should not be separated based on gender
and everyone should be encouraged how
to learn how to cook, not just girls. Not
every meal has to be a fancy, four course,
five-star-restaurant-quality meal; sim-
ply understanding the basics, being able
to follow a recipe and being willing to
learn is more than enough.

Indian author Ismat Chughtai high-
lighted the differing expectations be-
tween men and women through her
works and anecdotes regarding her ex-
periences growing up. Chughtai’s works
from the early 20th century are still rel-
evant today as, in certain families and
societies, the expectation that girls and
women should be able to cook properly
sometimes takes them away from their
education or other important endeavors,
showing how these expectations can be
detrimental for girls.

Rather than shower men with adula-
tions for cooking — performing some-
thing that should be seen as a skill —
and expecting it from women, there
should be a middle ground; it is equally
important for all genders to learn how to
cook and perform other domestic tasks.
From encouraging all children that it is
O.K. to observe in the kitchen to treat-
ing cooking as an important life skill,
the way society views cooking is in dire
need of change.

by Aastha Gupta
CONTRIBUTOR
aastha.gupta@uconn.edu

It is no surprise that the
COVID-19 pandemic has denied
us of many factions of our lives.
But, something that has flown
under the radar is our abili-
ty to discern our emotions and
handle interpersonal relation-
ships empathetically: in other
words, emotional intelligence.
More concerningly, COVID-19
has exacerbated a problem that
has been occurring for years.
Certain research has found that
emotional intelligence has been
declining in the past decade;
the reason, however, is yet to be
determined, though there are

potential suspects such as tech-
nological use and a decrease in
connectivity. More specifically,
research has shown that college
students are becoming less emo-
tionally intelligent. It is no sur-
prise given the way college stu-
dents are taught, especially in
the COVID-19 era. Lecture halls
and the competitive spirit of col-
lege are not necessarily promot-
ers of interpersonal connectivity.
But, why does this matter?

On the one hand, emotional
intelligence is beneficial to so
many aspects of our lives: our
stress level, how we deal with
conflict, etc. On the other hand,
research has shown concrete
evidence that increasing our

emotional intelligence may aid
us in our daily lives. For one, re-
search published in the National
Library of Medicine has shown
that emotional intelligence is a
predictor of academic success;
even more important, emotional
intelligence is something many
employers give importance to.
Emotional intelligence, espe-
cially in the workplace, can be
a massive indicator of how one
will interact with others; indeed,
a lack of emotional intelligence
within yourself and the people
around you can be disastrous.
In an evaluation focused on
emotional intelligence released
by a medical college, adminis-
trators found that most people

The importance of emotional intelligence

left their college due to disillu-
sionment rather than academics;
disillusionment is often based
on poor coping skills, an inabil-
ity to deal with new conflicts
and a personal history where,
perhaps, individuals were not
taught these skills. This is where
college can and should come
in to increase one’s skills. In
an age where mental well-be-
ing decreases at alarming rates,
colleges need to have accessible
mental health facilities. Such fa-
cilities can aid students in devel-
oping positive coping habits and
increase emotional awareness.

See EMOTIONS, p. 8

Research published in
the National Library
of Medicine has
shown that emotional
intelligenceis a
predictor of academic
success.
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Elizabeth He and Andre Mastrandrea pose in front of cows at Horsebarn Hill. Their
album, inspired by several UConn hot spots, releases March 28, 2022.
PHOTO GOURTESY OF ELIZABETH HE

hosts anonymous compliment event

by Jonathan Kopeliovich
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
jonathan.kopeliovich@uconn.edu

The IDEA grant, one of the University
of Connecticut’s research grants for driven
students, funds a wealth of projects every
year. One student designed and built a gar-
den meant for children to learn. Another
group of students documented their trip
to Yosemite National Park. The creativi-
ty of projects inspired Elizabeth He, an
eighth-semester molecular and cell biology
major, to propose creating a music album.

"Dorm Room POP!" is the name of the
upcoming album, produced through a
collaboration with He and Andre Mas-
trandrea, an eighth-semester music com-
position major. The eight-track album is
inspired by a plethora

toppings do you put on your ice cream?
Strawberry? Yeah, strawberries, fudge,
rainbow sprinkles.” And literally, [those
were] just like the building blocks. Once
[Mastrandrea] sent that to me, I was just
able to write. And so, it's like, ‘My head in
the clouds... Marshmallow daydream’,” He
said about the songwriting for the album.
The creativity derives from Mastran-
drea’s music production skills and He’s vo-
cals and songwriting. The two have experi-
ence on both sides of the equation.
Mastrandrea’s background comes from
experimenting with GarageBand in high
school before moving on to buy profession-
al equipment for music composition. He
learned how to play the cello and has pro-
duced some of his friends’ albums. Mas-
trandrea cited Tame Impala, Nirvana and
Trippie Redd as some

of locations on campus, INIIIINNNNGGGGGGNGGGGGGNGNEG = of the artists he listens

from the Dairy Bar to  “We just start[ed] with
a list. Gampel, Homer,
and Mastrandrea’s last  otudent Union. Those are
years at the university, the easy go-to’s, but you
the students wanted to  kind of need them there.
And from there, we also
their time at UConn. Wrote down thOUghtS,
The album is a swan feelings, adjectives

song to UConn, and  gn( stopies that we
would describe at each

Horsebarn Hill.
Because it is both He

make something that
would remind them of

they made sure that
they poured their hearts
and souls into the com- location.”
position.

“We just start[ed]

ANDRE MASTRANDREA

to and is influenced by.

He, on the other
hand, takes her in-
spiration from artists
like Clairo, who she
started listening to in
fall of 2019. Clairo was
one of the people who
popularized bedroom
pop, a genre of music
known for its warm
and amateur aesthetic,
derived from the sim-
ple atmosphere of a
bedroom.

The album’s mix of

with a list,” Mastran-
drea, whose artist name
is Ambroggio, said. “Gampel, Homer, Stu-
dent Union. Those are the easy go-to's, but
you kind of need them there. And from
there, we also wrote down thoughts, feel-
ings, adjectives and stories that we would
describe at each location.”

Mastrandea’s favorite UConn place is
Avery Point because of its beauty and fami-
ly history. He’s favorite UConn place is the
Whitney benches.

The two, who met through the stu-
dent-run record label UConn Entertain-
ment Group, composed playlists of their fa-
vorite songs. When listening to them, they
would take inspiration from melodies and
chord progres- sions from those songs.

“I was trying to write a
chorus, and I
literally texted
Andre. T was
like: “What

genres represents the
diversity of the cre-
ators’ musical influences. Mastreandau
talked about his folksy songwriting style
and He’s pop sensibilities and gave insight
into his musical thought process.

“You know what just screams basketball
games? Horns. We didn’t know where to
start. We were just gonna start with horns.
And I was like, ‘It'd be awesome if we made
arap track that then gets super punky.” But
I also wanted it to be upbeat,” Mastrandrea
said.

Additional plans for the album include
an accompanying music video for each
song. He and Mastrandrea are also devel-
oping a fair use doctrine for their album
so that UConn students can freely use it in
their own works.

An album release party will take place at

the Student Union Theater on
March 28 at 7 p.m.

‘GET ONE, GIVE ONF’

to promote awareness of eating disorders

by Jonathan Kopeliovich
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
jonathan.kopeliovich@uconn.edu

National Eating Disorders
Awareness Week begins Monday,
with the public campaign aiming to
educate people about eating disor-
ders. S.H.A.P.E, or Students Help-
ing to Achieve Positive Esteem, is
a student-run organization backed
by UConn’s Student Health and
Wellness Services. They promote
awareness about eating disorders
and body acceptance, holding
workshops to transform students
into peer educators.

S.H.A.P.E kicked off NEDA with
the “Get One, Give One” event. On
M o n - day afternoon, students

came to their stand
on Fairfield Way
to drop off anony-

mous compliments. In exchange,
they received an anonymous com-
pliment written by another stu-
dent. S.H.A.P.E also gave away
stickers and bands and hosted a
giveaway.

Elizabeth Shaul, an eighth-se-
mester theater design major and
S.H.A.P.E. intern discussed rea-
sons for hosting the event. She ex-
plained that compliments can go a
long way in making someone’s day
better.

“I think that part of it was talking
about, like, in a lot of our discus-
sions and meetings, we talked
about giving non-physical compli-
ments to people. And, this is kind
of like spreading that awareness,”
Shaul said. “Because if you're giv-
ing a compliment to a stranger, you
can't do anything that's physical.
If you're not seeing them, you have

no idea who your compliments are
gonna go to but you still want to fit
that person.”

That being said, it is important
to be mindful when giving compli-
ments to those with eating disor-
ders. NourishRX, a web blog run
by registered dieticians, points out
the harmful nature of weight-relat-
ed statements, saying that “people
with eating disorders can’t just eat
normally.” No one chooses to have
an eating disorder and pointing out
perceived weight changes can rein-
force their thoughts about negative
body image, the site wrote.

Instead, friends should provide
emotional and moral support to
those struggling around them.
Checking up and just being there
for them can make a big difference,
Shaul explained.

Mason Tumminelli, a sixth-se-

mester com-

puter science major,

helps run events at S.H.A.P.E. He
joined the organization because in
high school, he had friends with
eating disorders that struggled
immensely. Now, he wants to help
others overcome that illness.

Amy Viens, another S.H.A.P.E.
volunteer and a sixth-semester art
history major, said, “I joined the
club because I've had friends who
have struggled with eating disor-
ders before and I didn’t realize the
impact that day-to-day life has on
these people and not being able to
identify certain characteristics of
an eating disorder. I joined to real-
ly be able to do that and help peo-
ple get through.”

S.H.A.P.E partnered with the
Women’s Center to create the Body
Project which is a “cognitive-dis-

so-
nance-
based body acceptance
intervention” for young wom-
en to resist societal pressures to
conform to an unrealistic body.
S.H.A.P.E. also works with Active
Minds, a student club that advo-
cates for suicide prevention and
mental health awareness.

Other events this week include
a virtual Kahoot night about eat-
ing disorders on Tuesday at 7
p-m. and another one at 8 p.m. as
well as an virtual art show. The
theme for the art show is “See the
change, be the change” and can be
accessed via their website. Sub-
missions will be accepted until
Feb. 24 and voting will run from
Feb. 25-27.
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“The Gilded Age’

BRINGS ‘DOWNTON’ DE

by Gino Giansanti Jr.
ASSOCIATE LIFE EDITOR
gino.giansanti_jr@uconn.edu

BO Max’s highly-anticipated his-

torical drama, “The Gilded Age,”

brings period-piece master of the

small screen and big screen, Ju-
lian Fellowes, across the pond to tell a distinctly
American tale with the same glamor of his roy-
alty-adjacent plotlines. Fellowes, best known for
writing acclaimed series like “Downton Abbey”
and “Belgravia,” assembled a star-studded cast
whose gripping characters intermingle in the
turbulent years of the late 19th century. Having
premiered on Jan. 24, 2022, the series is now four
episodes in, and I can say with complete confi-
dence that it is sure to impress.

“The Gilded Age” follows warring families
and factions in New York’s elite society in the
decades following the Civil War. “Old money”
families whose roots trace back to the Mayflower
— think the Astors and Roosevelts — are threat-
ened by “new money” families — like the Van-
derbilts and Rockefellers — who make millions
off of new industries and factories in the Second
Industrial Revolution. Sound boring? It’s not, or
at least not in the way it’s presented.

Audiences enter this world through the eyes
of Marian Brook (Louisa Jacobson), a young
Pennsylvania farmer’s daughter whose father
died, who moves to New York to live with her
Aunt Agnes (Christine Baranski) and Aunt Ada

T L N T N
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HBO Max’s new drama, “The Gilded Age,” features a star-studded cast, including Cynthia Nixon, Christine Baranski (above),
gan Spector (bottom left), Louisa Jacobson and Denée Benton (bottom right).

(Cynthia Nixon), both of whom are members
of the “old money” class. Across the street, in
a much more lavish palace than the Van Rhi-
jn brownstone, railroad tycoon George Russell
(Morgan Spector) and his wife Bertha (Carrie
Coon) move in and worm their way into
the most exclusive New York City cir-
cles. Along the way, we meet the
downstairs staff of both house-
holds, whose lives are just as
complex as those of their
upstairs counterparts, as
well as several real-life
figures who interact
with the fictional per-
sonas we follow.

The road to “The
Gilded Age” was
certainly a long
one, as talks of “an
American ‘Down-
ton Abbey” be-
gan more than 10
years ago. Fans of
the sweeping British
drama that chron-
icles the story of the
aristocratic Crawley
family may be upset to
learn that the original in-
tention for this series was
to feature the American-born
Lady Grantham’s family in New
York and Newport, Rhode
Island, before her move across
the Atlantic. The series was origi-
nally greenlit by NBC, yet changed
hands to HBO with a new plotline
and a new set of characters.

I hesitate to make so many refer-
ences to “Downton Abbey” when
discussing “The Gilded Age,” but,
the stories, eras, characters and
cinematic styles are so similar that
it is impossible not to. The key dif-
ference between them, however, is
the scope of the story-telling. While
“Downton Abbey” is limited to the
manor and the surrounding estate,
“The Gilded Age” visits all parts of
the island of Manhattan, meeting
several families from different back-
grounds and ethnicities.

What the show perhaps lacks is
the soapiness and scandal of the
usual 21st century period piece.
“Downton Abbey” has always been
the more modest, tasteful drama,
compared to the steamier, sexier

likes of “Bridgerton” and company.

Carrie Coon, Mor-

PHOTOS COURTESY OF IMDB.COM, CLIPART COURTESY OF SQANTIQUESHOP.COM

While “The Gilded Age” is not devoid of scandal,
I certainly hope Fellowes can do better than a
closeted gay character and a party that nobody
attends. However, the season has barely begun,
so I'd hardly call that a major fault just

yet.
While T have nothing but
good things to say about
the series, it should be
discussed that “The
Gilded Age” is yet
another dra-
ma about rich
White  peo-
ple and their
problems —
something
television
is far from
lacking.

So, do we

really need

“The Gild-

ed Age?”

In a certain
sense, “The
Gilded Age”
even matches
HBO Max’s other
drama, “Succes-
sion,” but with the
cast in corsets instead
of Gueei.
The key redeeming quality
to this show, however, is the charac-
ter of Peggy Scott (Denée Benton), the third main
plot the series follows. Scott, a young Black writ-
er meets Marian on her journey to New York and
later finds work as Agnes’ secretary. Though she
lives in the Van Rhijn’s servant quarters, she is
actually the heiress of a wealthy family of New
York’s Black elite in Brooklyn who has more
money than her employer. While “Bridgerton,”
rewrites the narrative to include people of col-
or in the upper echelons of society, “The Gilded
Age” seeks to tell the story of those who were
already there who have yet to have their day on
the silver screen. The attention to detail and the
historical research that has taken place is com-
mendable.

At the end of the day, this series is definitely
one for all fans of historical dramas. Despite any
faults, it is escapism cinema at its finest, drawing
you into a beautiful world of wealth and won-
der, with a phenomenal cast who truly put their
all into their complex characters. With such a
sweeping ensemble series, one can only imagine
what is next in store for any one of the dozens of
on-screen personas, but you can bet I'll be first to
tune in when it continues.
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‘Uncharted’ takes over the charts
-

“Uncharted,” starring Tom Holland and Mark Wahlberg, is this weekend’s top-earner at the box office, surpassing expectations by grossing $44.1 mil-

lion domestically. While it is not a favorite among critics, audiences certainly seem to love it.

by Zachary Wisnefsky
STAFF WRITER
zachary.wisnefsky@uconn.edu

ell, I think we can final-
ly say that the box office
is back.

Even with the success
of “Spider-Man: No Way Home,” there
was still hesitancy among box-office
prognosticators to make the claim that
the box office had returned. “No Way
Home” was an event movie, not your
typical, run-of-the-mill weekend movie
release. Though the film has had an in-
credible run, perhaps it because millions
of viewers eager to get out the house for
this one film.

That claim was proven wrong this
weekend. “Uncharted,” which is coin-
cidentally a Tom Holland-led picture,
exceeded expectations by grossing $44.1
million this weekend. Though the final
data will not be out by this article’s re-
lease, the film will likely be able to gross
over $50 million for the 4-day Presi-
dents’ Day weekend. This was beyond
Sony’s expectations and the predictions
of people like myself. I severely underes-
timated the opening last week, thinking
the film would only gross around $20
million. The film was not well received
by critics, but audiences seem to be en-
joying the flick with Deadline reporting
it received a B+ CinemaScore from au-
diences. With a $50+ million opening
weekend, barring any disastrous drops
in the next few weeks (which is not out of
the question with “The Batman” release
looming at the start of March), the film
should eclipse $100 million domestically
and likely end around $120-130 million
depending on its legs.

In second place was another surprise,
the film “Dog” co-directed by and star-
ring Channing Tatum. This film exceed-
ed expectations this week with a gross
of $15.1 million, far greater than my esti-
mation of $5 million last week. The film
was fairly well-received by critics and
audiences, with what sources say was a
strong marketing campaign pushing the
film to exceed expectations. With a re-
ported budget of $15 million (not includ-
ing marketing expenses) “Dog” has put
itself in great position to profit. Its drop
in consequent weekends will determine
the film’s overall profit, but I think “Dog”
will end up grossing around $45 million
domestically.

In third place this weekend was “Spi-
der-Man: No Way Home,” which brought
home another $7.2 million this weekend.
This sub-5% drop is incredible for the
film which is now in its 10th weekend of
release. To put this in perspective, this
film released during the week of finals
and now is still in the domestic box of-
fice top three, even five weeks into spring
semester. This week, the film officially
passed the domestic total of “Avatar” to
become the third-highest grossing film
domestically. Clearly, the film is not done
just yet having another great weekend,
moving to over $770 million domestically.
Now, I think the film has a strong chance
to surpass $800 million domestically, be-
coming the third movie to do so behind
“Star Wars: Episode VII - The Force
Awakens” and “Avengers: Endgame.”

In fourth and fifth place are the last two
week’s No. 1 films, “Death on the Nile”
and “Jackass Forever” with $6.25 million
and $5.2 million, respectively. The film
“Death on the Nile” had a 51.5% drop,
which is average though likely disap-
pointing considering the film’s relatively
low opening last weekend. It is hard to
see a future where the $90 million bud-
geted film will profit. “Jackass Forever”
had a fantastic third-weekend drop of
35.3%, pushing the film to $46.7 million
domestically. If “Jackass” can put togeth-
er a few more solid holds, a $65 million
domestic total is a likely possibility.

Next weekend brings the wide re-
lease of one new picture, the Peter Din-
klage-led “Cyrano.” This film has gotten
good reviews, but its box office success
is largely going to be determined by its
Oscar-status, for which it received zero
nominations. It would be surprising if
this film grosses more than $10 million.

Though “No Way Home” was a histor-
ic success, before we could officially de-
clare the box office was back, we needed
to see a medium-budget, non-superhe-
ro, non-sequel film showcase some sort
of success at the box office. Though it's
the superheroes and sequels that drive
the box office revenue, it's those small-
er, original pictures that keep the gears
turning at the worst times. Both “Un-
charted” and “Dog” exceeded expecta-
tions this weekend, which we have not
seen in a long time at the pandemic do-
mestic box office.

Barring greater large-scale COVID-19
issues, I think the domestic box-office is
officially back.

PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB.COM

PRESIDENTS’ DAY WEEKEND GROSSES
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0. “Jackass Forever”
$5.2 million
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Photo of the Day | Rise of the Phoenix

Phoenix, a Pomeranian Husky mix, sits in the grass to enjoy the sun on Fairfield Way on Monday, Feb. 21. Phoenix welcomed those that were passing by to stop and pet her for a mo-
ment before continuing on their way. PHOTO BY ERIN KNAP, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY GAMPUS

We need to re-learn
emotional intelligence

EMOTIONS, cont. from p. 4

Something that may be harder
to enact is a change in teaching
style. Indeed, we have always
been told in college that we will
be surrounded by people who
want to be our friends, but many
have found that in the COVID-19
era, this is not often the case.
Maintaining relationships takes
work, and sometimes it is hard
to develop those relationships
while also balancing school and
extracurriculars. Personally,
I always wondered why in the
university, lecture-style teach-
ing was so common. Though it
has its pros, it does little to fos-
ter communication or genuinely
engage students. The most ef-

Colleges can actively
increase emotional
intelligence by
changing the way they
teach and fostering
communication,
especially in classes
where competition
is heavily prevalent
and with challenging
material.

fective learning I have done is
in classes where group work is
prevalent and assignments led to
interaction with other students.
Colleges can actively increase
emotional intelligence by chang-
ing the way they teach and fos-
tering communication, especial-
ly in classes where competition
is widespread and the material
is rigorous.

More than the physical, emo-
tional intelligence has so much
to do with our mental abilities
and what makes us human. It
is something that we can hone.
It becomes a responsibility for
us as individuals and the orga-
nizations we participate in to
increase this vital part of one’s
skillset.

Yerpep's Guroe
ON HOW To SKI
(in two easy steps)
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COMIC BY CONNOR RICKERMANN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Kumgqguat seeds are poly-
embryonic, which means
they have more than one
embryo inside the seed.

KUMQUATS ARE VERY
SMALL, EVERGREEN TREES
NATIVE TO THE MOUNTAIN-
OUS REGIONS OF SOUTH-
EASTERN CHINA.

FACTS COURTESY OF WIKIPEDIA
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Bird is Back: Sue Bird finally re-signs with Seattle Storm

(AP) — Sue Bird officially re-
signed Friday with the Seattle
Storm, her only WNBA team, in
what is expected to be her final sea-
son.

Bird, the WNBA assists leader
and oldest player in the league at 41,
previously announced she would
return for one more season. She
waited until Seattle recently finished
its offseason maneuvers — includ-
ing bringing back Jewell Loyd and
Breanna Stewart — before signing
her deal.

Terms were not disclosed. The
WNBA supermax salary for 2022 is
$228,094. Bird is a four-time WNBA
champion with Seattle. Los Ange-
les Lakers star LeBron James, a [§
four-time NBA champion, will
make approximately $41 million
this season.

Bird, from Syosset, New York,
helped lead Connecticut to two
NCAA titles and was the No. 1 pick
in the 2002 WNBA Draft by Seattle.
The 2022 season will be Bird’s 21st

overall with the franchise, but she
missed the 2014 and 2019 seasons
due to injury.

“It’s rare to have someone play
their entire career for one team and
Sue has done that for our city, our
franchise and our fans,” Seattle gen-
eral manager Talisa Rhea said in
a statement. “To have Sue lead the
franchise back home, to the city of
Seattle, and Climate Pledge Arena is
extremely special.”

For several years, Bird has said
she would annually assess how
much longer she wanted to play.
She won a record fifth gold medal
with the United States at the Tokyo
Olympics last summer. Seattle, play-
ing without an injured Stewart, was
ousted a few months later in the sec-
ond round of the WINBA playoffs by
Phoenix. Bird was feted with chants
of “one more year” by the home
crowd.

The 12-time All-Star selection said
those chants lingered and helped
motivate her to play another sea-
son. She’s also expressed excitement
about getting to play in Seattle’s new
home arena after spending the 2019
) and 2021 seasons in venues around
the Puget Sound region. The 2020
season was held in the WNBA
bubble in Florida because of the

" coronavirus pandemic.

Bird averaged 10 points and 5.3 as-
sists last season. She also averaged
nearly 28 minutes, her highest total
since 2017.

Seattle Storm’s Sue Bird dribbles in the first half of a WNBA sec-
ond round playoff basketball game against the Phoenix Mercu-
ry, Sunday, Sept. 26, 2021, in Everett, Wash. Sue Bird officially re-
signed Friday, Feb. 18, 2022, with the Seattle Storm, her only WNBA

team, in what is expected to be her final season.

PHOTO COURTESEY OF AP

Sounding Off: Cloud9 should give a good reason for LS’ firing

by Sam Zelin
STAFF WRITER
sam.zelin@uconn.edu

At 8:14 p.m. on Saturday night,
the North American League of
Legends community was hit with
what may be the biggest shock in
league history. Cloud9 head coach
Nick “LS” De Cesare was released
from the organization, effective im-
mediately. Now, if you don’t avidly
follow the League Championship
Series, this may seem like just an-
other firing. Obviously these hap-
pen in traditional sports too, so one
might question what all the drama
surrounding this specific firing is
about. It’s important to understand
that this story is still very much
in the developing stage, but how

the team handles communications
throughout the rest of the event will
have major implications for how fu-
ture situations are dealt with.
What makes this such a massive
deal is that Cloud9, a perennial
top-tier North American franchise,
gutted their roster from last year in
favor of a team built entirely around
LS. This included South Korean
players Park “Summit” Woo-tae
and Kim “Berserker” Min-cheol,
who uprooted their careers in the
higher-regarded League Champi-
ons Korea to play for LS in Amer-
ica. Cloud9 made it very clear this
offseason that their team branding
would be centered around LS The
players that swore by his style of
play and upheld his coaching phi-

losophy suddenly fired him with no
explanation a mere four games into
the season.

Now, it’s no doubt that having
LS as a coach was an experiment.
He is a celebrity in the League of
Legends world, not just as a coach
but also as a streamer and caster.
His style of play breaks the mold
of the usual strategic status quo. In
traditional sports, when this kind
of coach is hired, it’s usually under-
stood that if things go south, there’s
a short leash. However, LS’ tenure
as Cloud9 head coach had not been
going badly as of the time of his re-
lease. The team was 3-1 and tied for
first place in the league.

For a comparison to tradition-
al sports, let’s look at the NFL. In

the past season, the Jacksonville
Jaguars hired college coach Urban
Meyer to lead the team. Meyer is a
well-known name in football but
was definitely seen as an experi-
ment considering his lack of pro-
fessional coaching experience. Just
like LS, he was released by his orga-
nization in his first season of work,
but unlike LS’ two-week stint, Mey-
er held the position for 13 weeks.
Within his term, Meyer was fined
$100,000 for violating NFL practice
rules, was accused of kicking one of
his players and was seen at a bar in
Columbus, Ohio having inappro-
priate contact with a woman that
was not his wife.

All of those infractions happened
before Meyer was let go by the Jag-

uars. LS was let go without any
public-facing controversy leading
up to the decision. Here’s where
Cloud9 has an important responsi-
bility to uphold: If this ordeal is al-
lowed to boil over with no transpar-
ency from the organization, League
of Legends esports will lose a great
deal of credibility. The community
deserves a substantive answer for
why the firing occurred. If a tra-
ditional sports team fired a coach
that was having a successful sea-
son without a valid reason, those
involved in the sport would go bal-
listic. If Cloud9 has a good reason,
obviously this move could be justi-
fied, but the people deserve to know
what that reason is.

Tee Time with T: Nieman breaks
record at Genesis Invitational

by Taylor Coonan
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
taylor.coonan@uconn.edu

With a packed field full of just
about all of the top golfers on the
PGA Tour, it was hard to predict
who would come out on top at the
Genesis Invitational. The tourna-
ment took place from Feb. 17-20 at
the Riviera Country Club in Pacific
Palisades, Calif.

My guess throughout the week-
end was that American golfer Colin
Morikawa would be taking home a
purse of $2,160,000 and 550 FedEx
Cup points. He ended up coming in
second, with 267 shots across four
rounds, which was split between
him and fellow American Cameron
Young. This keeps Morikawa at No.
2 in the world, per Official World

Golf Rankings.

Speaking of second, the Genesis
Invitational was the second PGA
Tour win that Chile golfer Joaquin
Niemann now has secured, finish-
ing Sunday with a total of 265 shots
on the weekend and earning $2.1
million out of the $12 million purse.
Ahead by three strokes, going into
the final round Niemann sat com-
fortable for his finish, which was a
54-hole record and was 3-under 68.
He might as well have just called
game right then and there, without
a need to prove anything further on
Sunday but extending the lead to
six.

Previously, the 54-hole record
was claimed by Mike Weir of Can-
ada, Dustin Johnson of and Justin
Thomas both of whom are from

America. All are honorable golfers,
meaning that much more for Nie-
man’s win as he set the new record
at 19-under 194. The most recent
record, held by Johnson, was 17-un-
der. This contributed to Niemann’s
elevation to No. 20 in the world.
Currently, he is No. 32 on TOUR.

Unfortunately, Niemann was un-
able to break another tournament
record, which was Lanny Wadkins’
264 score. It may hurt or help this
to know that Niemann missed this
by a single shot, as he tallied 265.
Nonetheless, it was an impressive
performance and an incredible
weekend for the Chilean.

Right off the tee, Niemann led
the first round at 63 shots and was
followed by Cameron Young, who
would end up second a few days

later, so this was almost a perfect
indication of how the tournament
would go. However, Young beat
Niemann for 62 on the second
round only by a shot. He sunk to
17th on the third round, but it didn’t
matter considering he had already
broken the record by this point and
was still ahead by three. He sunk to
30 on the final round, but with such
alead, Niemann had the freedom to
do so and still earn the maximum
payout and points.

I would also say that the defend-
ing champion, Max Homa of Amer-
ica, had a successful four rounds.
Homa finished in a three-way tie
for 10th place with fellow Ameri-
can Chez Reavie and Rory Mclllroy,
from Northern Ireland. Homa had
two eagles, one in the first and then

Joaquin Niemann, of Chile, tees off on the 17th hole during the second round of the Genesis Invitational golf tournament at Riviera Country Club,

Friday, Feb. 18, 2022, in the Pacific Palisades area of Los Angeles.

PHOTO COURTESY OF AP

another in the final round. He did
have 10 bogeys though, which ul-
timately brought him down but to
still come out with a top 10 win is
nonetheless impressive.

However, Jon Rahm delivered
another disappointing collection
of swings. The Spanish golfer con-
tinues to score below what would
be expected of someone who is
currently ranked as the top golfer
in the world. Last week’s column
addressed his lackluster showings
as of late and finishing in a five-way
tie for 21st place continues to solid-
ify that this week. He attempted to
save face with an eagle in the last
round, but it wouldn’t be enough to
cover the 10 bogeys he had.

Hopefully Rahm can pick it up to
keep his No. 1 spot for the next stop
on the PGA Tour schedule, where
he’ll be playing next. The Honda
Classic, which takes place this up-
coming weekend, starts Feb. 24 and
ends on Feb. 27. Play travels east to
the Champion Course at the PGA
National Resort and Spa in Palm
Beach Gardens, Fla. Defending
champion Matt Jones, Australia,
will look to defend his title and earn
a portion of the $8 million purse in
his pursuit.

Speaking of
second, the Genesis
Invitational was
the second PGA
Tour win that Chile
golfer Joaquin
Niemann now has
secured, finishing
Sunday with a total
of 265 shots on
the weekend and
earning $2.1 million
out of the $12 million
purse.
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Photo of the Day | Senior Night at Freitas Ice Forum!
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The UConn women’s hockey team ties 4-4 with Northeastern at their Senior Night game Friday, Feb 18 at Freitas Ice Forum. After falling behind in the first period, UConn was able to

make a comeback in the second and third period, eventually tying the game.
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Big East Baller Update No. 15: Marquee Matchups

by Cole Stefan
STAFF WRITER
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

Get your popcorn ready. Every
team is fighting for something,
whether it’s a ranking in the AP
Polls, a regular season confer-
ence title or proof that the future
has something special in store.
With storylines like this, ticket
revenues are going to go through
the roof, outselling several recent
classics. If you were bored by this
year’s dunk contest, hopefully
you will be entertained by reading
this past week’s batch of Big East

games.

Writer’s Note: Please rank
Creighton, they’ve exceeded ex-
pectations.

Player of the Week: Julian
Champagnie - St. John’s

Freshman of the Week: Ryan
Nembhard - Creighton

No. 10 Villanova vs. No. 8 Provi-
dence (Feb. 15): Top Ten Tilt

The first Top Ten conference
battle since Xavier (No. 4) and
Villanova (No. 3) clashed in 2018,
this contest had two Big East
foes squaring off in a matchup
to determine Big East suprema-
cy. Providence was undefeated at
home, but Villanova’s a dominant
road warrior.

Villanova dominated early, en-
tering the halftime break up by six
points. Justin Moore sparked the
offense with three 3-pointers in
the first 10 minutes before the rest
of the Wildcats followed suit. Cer-
tain plays such as Jermaine Samu-
els throwing it down proved why
this was the game of the night, but
Villanova used a 12-6 run in the
final three minutes to maintain
their strong lead.

Nate Watson and AJ Reeves
woke the Friars up in the second
half, but Collin Gillespie hit buck-
ets in Stephen Curry-like fashion,
keeping Providence away from the
lead. Villanova led by two enter-
ing the final minute, but Gillespie
provided the dagger with 29 sec-
onds left and forced Providence to
foul. In a game that included fans
throwing stuff on the court, Vil-
lanova proved that this was their
league, winning 89-84.

Offense defined this contest as
both teams made over 45% of their
shots from the field, but Provi-
dence was done in by their 21%
three-point shooting. Gillespie
scored a career-high 33 points for
the Wildcats while Moore tacked
on 19 of his own. Watson’s 20
points and Reeves’ 16 led the way
for Providence. Villanova may
have won this round, but the re-
match should be billed like John
Cena vs. the Rock at Wrestle-
Mania 29 because the storylines
are already developing.

Marquette vs. Creighton (Feb.
20): Cyan Ryans

Buckle your straps, and put on

Connecticut’s R.J. Cole reacts to a referee’s call during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game against St. John’s, Sunday, Feb. 13,

2022, in New York.

your cowboy hats. After a double
overtime clash in their first meet-
ing, the two programs got togeth-
er for an Omaha rematch at two
past high noon. Whoever won this
duel would significantly improve
their March Madness profile.

This was an offensive shootout.
All three of Creighton’s Ryans,
Ryan Hawkins, Ryan Kalkbren-
ner and Ryan Nembhard, had a
balanced lion’s share at the line,
in the paint and from downtown.
It took over seven minutes for a
Creighton player not named Ryan
to score a basket. Marquette need-
ed this win, and they went posses-
sion-by-possession with Creigh-
ton. After 20 minutes of trading
punches and buckets, both teams
entered the halftime break with
46 points.

The last two minutes decided
this game, and it started when
Hawkins made a go-ahead layup
off a spectacular Nembhard pass.
Each team missed two field goals,
but the highlight of the game came
in the final seconds. Down by one,

PHOTO COURTESY OF AP SETH WENIG

Marquette needed to get to the
paint for the game-winning shot.
However, Rati Andronikashvili
nabbed the ball from Darryl Mor-
sell and forced him out of bounds.
Several free throws later, Jones
made a three-pointer as the buzz-
er sounded, but it did not matter
as Creighton survived 83-82.

Both teams shot over 50% from
the field, but this game belonged
to the Ryans. Kalkbrenner had 21
with seven rebounds, Nembhard
had 18 and Hawkins had 17 with
nine boards. Morsell did every-
thing for the Golden Eagles, fin-
ishing with 23 points while Jones
had 18 off the bench. If we get a
third round between these two
teams, it better require three peri-
ods minimum.

No. 8 Providence vs. Butler
(Feb. 20): Never count out Them
Dudes

Back in December, Ed Cool-
ey told his players to “be them
dudes.” That mantra has lasted
all season and provided a rallying
cry for the veteran Friar squad.

Entering the tough atmosphere of
Hinkle Fieldhouse, would those
dudes step up again?

Butler gave everyone hope in
the first half, leading by 15 at the
break and limiting the Friars
to just 20 points. Behind Aaron
Thompson and Chuck Harris,
Butler turned the lead into a mas-
sive dogpile.

Butler extended their lead to
19 with 17 minutes left, but Prov-
idence left everyone on the edge
of their seats. After clawing their
way back, Noah Horchler banked
home a jumper with 26 seconds
left to tie a game that could have
easily been a signature Butler
blowout. Horchler also blocked a
potential game-winning shot and
Reeves’ potential game-winner
came up short to end regulation.

The best of this back-and-forth
overtime was saved for last. Har-
ris scored a go-ahead layup, but
with 39 seconds left, Jayden Tay-
lor fouled Jared Bynum, who
made both free throws for the
lead. After Justin Minaya forced

a steal and Butler fouled, Bynum
missed both free throws, leaving
Jayden Taylor with a chance to be
the hero. Unfortunately, his po-
tential winning shot bounced off
the rim. Providence then miracu-
lously kept the ball inbounds and
escaped Hinkle Fieldhouse with a
71-70 victory.

Providence has proven all sea-
son long that they are “them
dudes.” Watson made that clear
with 22 points while Horchler
added 15. Harris had 17 for Butler
while Thompson had 16. Provi-
dence also turned into the New
England Patriots with this win,
a team that should never be dis-
counted.

It’s wild to think that we’re
already approaching the final
week of February. At this point,
every team has less than five
conference games to play, and
each one of them will impact the
storylines heading into the post-
season. Perhaps it could cause
some sickos to awaken from
their hibernation.
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Spin Cycle:

by Nick Spinali
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
nicholas.spinali@uconn.edu

As the self-proclaimed “Basket-
ball Capital of the World,” you'd ex-
pect UConn to have a strong track
record of producing high-quality
NBA talent, right? As it turns out,
UConn basketball players hav-
en’t really caught the eyes of NBA
scouts in recent years. The school
produced its first NBA draft se-
lection since 2016 when James
Bouknight was selected eleventh
overall by the Charlotte Hornets in
the 2021 NBA Draft.

Despite the recent lack of players
to reach the NBA, several Huskies
have been selected by NBA teams
in the 21st century. In fact, most
UConn athletes selected in the
NBA Draft have been selected in
the first round rather than the sec-
ond, indicating that those selected
possess superior skills than their
draft-class counterparts. Since
2011, UConn has had five basketball
players become first round draft
selections. For the sake of compari-
son, and to evaluate the profession-
al track records of recent Huskies,
I'll be ranking UConn’s previous
five first round selections based on
how they fared on a professional
stage: Bouknight, Shabazz Napier,
Jeremy Lamb, Andre Drummond
and Kemba Walker.

5. JAMES BOUKNIGHT, G,
CHARLOTTE HORNETS

Since being selected 11th overall
in the 2021 NBA draft, Bouknight
has seen inconsistent minutes, has
shown flashes of potential and has
filled in the cracks by being ejected
from his old stomping grounds at
Gampel Pavilion. In all seriousness,
Bouknight has the tools to become
a legitimate NBA player, though
he has yet to make the permanent
transition to the NBA. When he
was drafted, many were under
the impression that the Hornets
believed in Bouknight’s potential
as a raw prospect and took a flier
by selecting him early in hopes of
reaping the results of his develop-
ment in the future. In the mean-
time, Bouknight has split most of
this season between Charlotte and
their G-League affiliate, the Greens-

Sports

Ranking UConn’s last 5 NBA first round picks

boro Swarm. For Greensboro,
Bouknight has been outstand-
ing, averaging a solid 25.1 points,
7.1 rebounds and 4.3 assists per
game. However, on the NBA-lev-
el, Bouknight’s numbers translate
to 5 points, 1.7 rebounds and 0.8
assists per game in just over ten
minutes per game. For most of
the season, Bouknight’s minutes
have taken place in garbage time
as he has yet to establish a consis-
tent role in head coach James Bor-
rego’s rotation. Until the Hornets
give Bouknight a chance to play
regularly, it will be hard to ana-
lyze his professional success.

4. SHABAZZ NAPIER, G, EU-
ROLEAGUE

Once an NCAA Tournament
hero for Connecticut, Napier was
selected 24th overall in the 2014
NBA Draft by the Hornets and
was traded to the Miami Heat on
draft night. He would play one
season in Miami, in which he aver-
aged 5.1 points, 2.2 rebounds and
2.5 assists per game from 2016-
2019. Napier’s scoring statistics
increased with each year, when
he averaged a career-high 11.6
points per game on a career-best
42.8 field goal percentage for the
Washington Wizards. Between
2014 and 2019, Napier suited up
for six NBA teams, which were the
Heat, the Wizards, the Orlando
Magic, the Portland Trailblazer,
the Brooklyn Nets and the Minne-
sota Timberwolves. However, Na-
pier’s NBA career was short lived,
as his 2019 season would be his
last in the NBA before becoming
a professional player in Europe.
Napier signed with Zenit St. Pe-
tersburg in the summer of 2021. It
is unclear if Napier has seen play-
ing time with his new team, as
Napier does not have any official
stats recorded on Zenit’s official
website. Even so, no matter where
Napier suits up, he will forever be
remembered for his effort leading
UConn to NCAA Tournament
championships in 2011 and 2014.

3. JEREMY LAMB, G, SACRA-
MENTO KINGS

Many will easily forget the im-
pact that Lamb has had at each
step of his NBA career, but wher-

ever he’s played, he’s been a steady
contributor. The twelfth pick of the
2012 NBA Draft by the Houston
Rockets, Lamb was traded to the
Oklahoma City Thunder as a part
of the deal that sent James Harden
to Houston. Being a ten-year vet-
eran, Lamb has averaged a steady
10.2 points per game over an aver-
age of 20.8 minutes per game. Af-
ter being traded to the Sacramento
Kings along with Domantas Sabo-
nis, Lamb has officially been a part
of five NBA teams, including the
Rockets, the Thunder, the Kings,
the Hornets and the Indiana Pacers.
His best season came in 2018 with
the Hornets when Lamb averaged
15.3 points per game on 44.0 field
goal percentage. Although his stats
won’t blow your mind, it’s hard to
deny Lamb’s presence as a steady
contributor has been key for every
team that he’s played for. Despite
his professional success, Lamb’s
career highlight likely was when he
helped UConn win the 2011 NCAA
Tournament.

2. ANDRE DRUMMOND, C,
BROOKLYN NETS

With the ninth selection in the
2012 NBA Draft, the Detroit Pistons
selected UConn’s Andre Drum-
mond, a one-and-done player in col-
lege. Drummond immediately be-
came a force in the NBA, as he was
one of the league’s better centers for
the better part of the decade. Over
nine seasons, Drummond owns a
career stat line of 13.9 points and
13.4 rebounds per game on a 53.8
field goal percentage. In addition to
the Pistons, Drummond has spent
time with the Cleveland Cavalier,
the Los Angeles Lakers, the Phila-
delphia 76ers and was most recent-
ly traded to the Brooklyn Nets. For
many years, Drummond was a ma-
jor trade candidate around the NBA
as one of the premier rebounders in
the league. Overall, Drummond’s
play has made him a two-time
NBA All-Star, All-NBA Third
Team member, four-time NBA re-
bounding leader and a member of
the NBA All-Rookie Second Team.
Despite the NBA becoming a shoot-
er-dominant league, Drummond
has managed to stay relevant even
with his old-fashioned big-man

New York Knicks guard Kemba Walker (8) drives around Brooklyn
Nets guard Seth Curry (30) during the first half of an NBA basket-

ball game, Wednesday, Feb. 16, 2022, in New York.

style of play. Though he hasn’t seen
much postseason action in his ca-
reer, Drummond’s regular season
play has made him a constant con-
tributor no matter what team he
has played for.

1. KEMBA WALKER, G, NEW
YorK KNICKS

With the ninth overall pick in
the 2011 NBA Draft, the Hornets
selected 2011 NCAA champion and
Final Four Outstanding Award re-
cipient Kemba Walker. After aver-
aging a solid 12.1 points per game
as a rookie, Walker became one of
the league’s prominent scorers and
never averaged below 17.3 points per
game between 2012 and 2020. He av-
eraged a career-best 25.6 points per
game in 2018, his last season with
Charlotte, before he signed with the
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Boston Celtics as a free agent. Af-
ter two seasons in Boston, Walker
became a member of the New York
Knicks, his hometown team. Over
his 11-year NBA career, Walker has
been a 4-time NBA All-Star, a mem-
ber of the All-NBA Third Team and
a two-time NBA Sportsmanship
Award. Unfortunately, Walker has
seen little postseason success after
spending a majority of his career
with the lowly Hornets, and he
has been plagued by a knee inju-
ry that has nagged him for the last
few seasons. Even if Walker can-
not return to his pre-injury scoring
form, his sportsmanship and abili-
ty to remain humble despite going
criminally unrecognized during his
prime will always be embellished.

Behind the Ballot: Indiana takes
a hit and North Carolina proves
their potential

by Stratton Stave
STAFF WRITER
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

Hello all and welcome back to my
weekly column called ‘Behind the
Ballot,” where I will share my Top
25 women’s basketball rankings
that I submit to be included in the
Student Media Poll. The SMP is a
weekly basketball poll, voted on by
student journalists from around the
country, and I am fortunate enough
to serve as a women’s basketball
voter. I looked at previous rankings
and games from the past week to
determine my weekly ballot. With
that being said, let’s jump into this
week’s rankings!

RISERS

No. 12 Texas—This week did not
have too many good wins, but it did
have a lot of losses. Texas was one
of the few teams that excelled, pick-
ing up a really solid win over No.
13 Iowa State. It wasn’t just a win,
either. They brought the Cyclones
into the Frank Erwin Center and
blew them out by 25 points, large-
ly thanks to Rori Harmon’s mon-
ster performance, collecting team
highs in points (20), assists (nine),
rebounds (six) and steals (six).
Harmon has been the point guard
that the Longhorns have needed all
season, doing a nice job distribut-
ing the rock well to her teammates
with nearly five assists per game.

She will continue to be called on as
Texas looks to finish their season
strong.

No. 18 North Carolina-Anoth-
er one of those rare good wins
that came this week was recorded
by UNC, who took down a surg-
ing Louisville team coming off an
eight game win streak. The game
was neck and neck all the way
through, but it was a pair of Kenne-
dy Todd-Williams free throws that
put the Tar Heels up by one with
just 16 seconds to go. Todd-Wil-
liams scored 19 points and grabbed
five boards on the day and is really
starting to find her consistency at
the right time. UNC is far from per-
fect, but they have proven that they
are for real and have grown a lot
throughout the season. They will
be a fun team to watch in March.

FALLERS

No. 9 Indiana-After rising into
the top five, Indiana had one of the
more disappointing weeks in col-
lege basketball, playing in three un-
ranked games and exiting with just
one win to show for it. They lost
to Nebraska on the road in a game
where the Hoosiers just looked life-
less. They then returned home for
one against a mediocre (7-7 in the
Big Ten) Northwestern team and
then lost to Caitlin Clark and Towa
in a game that was not as close as
the score suggested. It’s not time

to panic, but it would be nice to see
the Hoosiers win out and gain some
positive momentum going into the
Big Ten tournament.

No. 21 Georgia-There have been
few teams colder in recent weeks
than the Georgia Bulldogs, who
have lost four of their last five
games, including one to Auburn,
who is 2-12 in conference. Losing
to a team like Auburn is an indica-
tor that things are going seriously
wrong and that changes need to be
made immediately. As of late, Jenna
Staiti has been less efficient than
she had been, shooting under 46%
in each of the four losses. When
she’s doing well, things go much
better for the Bulldogs.

UCONN

No. 10 UConn—The Huskies
continue to bring players back and
will need to build chemistry to pull
things together and challenge the
best teams in the country. It looks
unlikely that Paige Bueckers will
make her long-awaited return this
week, so gelling will need to hap-
pen on the fly as things get further.
If anyone can do it though, it’s the
coach who has won 11 titles. UCo-
nn continues to win games, and it
looks unlikely that they will do so
again until the NCAA tournament.

The SMP is a weekly basketball poll, voted
on by student journalists from around the
country ‘, and I am fortunate enough to
serve as a women'’s basketball voter.

THE BALLOT:
This Week's Rankings

1. South Carolina

2. Stanford
3. NC State
4. Bavlor
5. LSU

6. Louisville

7. Michigan

8. Marvland

9. Indiana
10. UConn
11. Arizona
12. Texas

13. Iowa State
14. Oklahoma

15. Florida

16. Tennessee
17. Notre Dame
18. North Carolina

19. Virginia Tech
20. Georgia Tech

21. Georgia

22. Ohio State

23. Oregon
24. BYU
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Men’s Basketball: No. 21 Huskies host No. 8
Villanova in program-defining matchup

by Jonathan Synott
SPORTS EDITOR
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu

Well, this is it. This is what UCo-
nn fans have been waiting for since
the team’s historic 2014 season. It’s
no longer a question of “will the
Huskies make the tournament?”
but of “how high of a seed can the
Huskies get?” Tuesday is the cul-
mination of all of the team’s AAC
struggles and the climb back, where
No. 21 UConn takes on No. 8 Villa-
nova to try to add another impres-
sive win to their resume in front of
a sold-out XL Center crowd.

UConn (19-7, 10-5 Big East) is in
the midst of a hot stretch, having
won four of their last five contests.
Each one of those games has been
against a top 60 team in the coun-
try, according to the KenPom rat-
ings. With the Villanova game, the
Huskies are set to complete a three-
game home stretch, started off with
wins at Gampel Pavilion over Seton
Hall and Xavier. While this team is
already a lock to make the NCAA
tournament, a home win over pow-
erhouse Nova could give them a
massive NCAA seeding boost and
a ton of confidence heading into the
Big East Tournament.

This week, UConn forward Ad-
ama Sanogo made the Big East
Honor Roll once again, this time
for his heroics in the Huskies’ big
2-0 week. He averaged 17.5 points
and 12.5 rebounds over the span in
a showing of pure domination. The
only time where he looked off of
his game was the second half of the
Xavier game, when the defense spe-
cifically stopped the ball from get-
ting inside to Sanogo. The big man
has been on fire recently and looks
to continue his production against
the Wildcats defense.

Another player who has been do-
ing well lately is graduate student
R]J Cole. The veteran is averaging 17
points per game over his last four
contests, scoring 16 points in the
team’s latest bout with Xavier. Cole
was wildly impressive, taking over
the game for the Huskies when they
needed him the most. Expect him
to continue his leadership role and
help out in a big way on Tuesday.

The third member of UConn’s
“big three” is undoubtedly Tyrese
Martin. It was a sight to see for
Huskies fans on Wednesday
against Seton Hall, where Martin,
Cole and Sanogo all put up at least
15 points. Saturday against Xavi-
er saw the same offensive output
from Cole and Sanogo, but Martin
struggled, going just 2-for-8 for six
points. Despite this, he was able
to impact the game in other ways,
notably on the boards, grabbing 11
rebounds alongside three assists
and a steal.

“You can survive one of your
all-conference level guys not hav-
ing his typical offensive game
when a guy like Tyler [Polley], a
guy like Jordan [Hawkins] steps up
and they give you [a combined] 23
points off the bench, and then you
play elite defense and outrebound
your opponent by 16,” head coach
Dan Hurley said postgame.

Even if Martin can’t get going
offensively against Villanova, the
Huskies will undoubtedly need
his impact on the glass. UConn
leads the Big East in offensive
and total rebounds per game, as
well as rebounding margin. The
Wildcats, however, are an aver-
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The UConn men’s basketball team captures an electric win against Xavier during an afternoon game on Saturday, Feb. 19, 2022 at Gampel
Pavilion in Storrs, CT. Former Huskies James Bouknight and Christian Vital were in attendance, as well as Tik-Tok star Charlie D’Amelio. The
Huskies victory gave them their 10th Big East win of the season, while also extending their current win-streak to three straight victories.
PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

age board-grabbing team, landing
sixth in the conference in rebound
margin. If the Huskies can win the
battle on the glass in convincing
fashion like they did against Xavi-
er on Saturday (+16), it will be very
difficult to lose.

Villanova (21-6, 14-3 Big East)
have enjoyed a very successful sea-
son to date. While they are not in
first in the conference, they have
toppled top dogs Providence once
on the road and will face them at
home later in the year. The pow-
erhouse team of the Big East, this
team is never out of a game, regard-
less of score. Their only non-con-
ference losses have come at the
hands of teams currently in the top
13 of the KenPom ratings, and their
Big East losses are few and far be-
tween.

The Wildcats’ trademark win
may have come just last week, when
they came into the Dunkin Donuts
Center and beat up on the then-No.
8 team in the country, the Provi-
dence Friars. The atmosphere was

loud, and despite the Friars’ best
efforts, Villanova was able to walk
away with a win behind Big East
Preseason Player of the Year Collin
Gillespie’s 33 point performance.
XL can get as loud as humanly pos-
sible on Tuesday, but know that
Nova will still bring it as always.

“Our first couple years, we didn’t
have much of a chance to beat them,
they were significantly better than
us. They’ve played better than us,
they’ve had a better season than
us to this point, but now we have a
chance to play them at home,” Hur-
ley said. “We saw what they did at
Providence, you've got to play at a
high level... We’ve earned the right
on Tuesday night to play one of the
games of the night in college bas-
ketball.”

One guy to also look out for on
the Wildcats is forward Eric Dix-
on. While bigs Adama Sanogo and
Isaiah Whaley got into foul trouble
early in the two teams’ last match-
up, Dixon was able to eat down low,
getting 24 points on 10-for-15 shoot-

ing. Since that matchup, the soph-
omore has been able to reach dou-
ble-digit scoring in four of his last
five appearances and will look to
continue his successes on Tuesday.

One thing worth noting is the sta-
tus of Gillespie and Justin Moore.
Villanova’s two leading scorers,
respectively, are currently at about
80% healthy as both are dealing
with injuries. The duo will most
likely play, but in terms of their
productivity on Tuesday, it is worth
keeping an eye on them.

The game will take place at 8:00
p.m. at the XL Center in Hartford,
and the game will be broadcast on
FS1. Besides the Auburn game, this
could amount to the most definable
win on the Huskies’ tournament re-
sume come Selection Sunday.

“Sticking to our identity, playing
defense first, and everything else
will come,” said Cole on what needs
to happen to beat the Wildcats.
“Villanova’s a great team, but we’re
a good team too, so we’ll see them
on Tuesday.”

UConn (19-7, 10-5 Big
East) is in the midst
of a hot stretch,
having won four
of their last five
contests. Each one
of those games has
been against a top 60
team in the country,
according to the

KenPom ratings.
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Van Jefferson and his wife, Sa-
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Neymar wants to return to Santos
before he retires
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@uconnhuskies
What a day in Gampel! #BleedBlue

Women’s Basketball: Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Hartford, CT

INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept
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