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continues its philanthropic influence 
on children’s health 

Thirteen signs each held by a 
student in disbelief, altogether 
indicating a ridiculous amount 
of money: $1,520,234.98 to be 
precise. 

I remember seeing this pho-
to for the first time as a Univer-
sity of Connecticut freshman, 
with the realization that I had 
entered an institution capable 
of making such an impact. 
Well-over a million dollars 
was raised for HuskyTHON 
2020 and the same would hap-
pen for the two years that fol-
lowed. Of course, we are all 
aware of what happened be-
tween those two years. Yet, 
despite the pandemic, Husky-
THON continued as a beacon 
of unified capability. 

For newer students, perhaps 
the concept of HuskyTHON 
remains vague, or you might 
not have heard of it at all. For-
tunately, the organization’s 
operations are far from com-
plex, centered around a single 
mission dedicated to children. 

“In a simple sense, Husky-
THON is an 18-hour dance 
marathon in which more than 
3,500 UConn students come to-
gether to raise money and cel-
ebrate the kids who are treated 
at our local children’s hospital, 
Connecticut Children’s,” ex-
ecutive director John Leahy’s 
online statement reads. “But it 
is much more than that.” 

Although the marathon is 
largely considered its main 
event, HuskyTHON is moreso 
a culmination of efforts and 
activities, which are eventu-
ally commemorated by a full 
18 hours of dancing. While the 
event is slated for some time 

HuskyTHON 2023
during the spring semester, 
fundraising usually begins 
earlier in the academic year. 

To fuel interest levels in 
advance, HuskyTHON part-
nered with USG to host a 
kickoff event at Fairfield Way 
on Aug. 28. The press release 
mentioned festivities in-
cluding “food, merchandise, 
games, activities and live mu-
sic.” 

Three weeks later, regis-
tration week began this past 
Monday. 

Each day of the week is 
planned to cater to different 
year groups, with specific 
themes to go along with each 
category. For example, Sept. 
19 was Merch Monday (for 
seniors), Sept. 20 was Treat 
Yourself Tuesday (for juniors) 
and today, Sept. 21 is Why 
Wednesday (for sophomores). 
Tomorrow will be Thursday 
Threads (for freshmen) and 
Flashback Friday is meant to 
cater toward alumni. 

Registration week takes 
place Monday through Fri-
day, from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. on 
Fairfield Way. Students and 
alumni from all campuses are 
allowed to register. 

As for its year-long plans, 
future HuskyTHON events 
will revolve around the topic 
of children’s health, which in-
clude celebrating Child Health 
Day — a nationally recognized 
holiday which falls on Oct. 
3 this year — and the org’s 
“United As One” day, along 
with its Day of Strength. 

“I would also like to empha-
size that while one of our big-
gest priorities is fundraising, 
we aren’t blind to the fact that 
we have to educate our partici-
pants on the many health dis-
parities going on in our world 
in order to make that fundrais-

ing as successful as it can be,” 
said Tess Penders, a seventh-
semester marketing major and 
vice president of communica-
tions for HuskyTHON. 

With the decline of COV-
ID-19 restrictions, the org is 
optimistic about operating un-
der close-to-normal circum-
stances. However, that proved 
to be difficult during the virus’ 
peak. 

“The pandemic had a great 
effect on basically everything, 
including HuskyTHON,” 
Penders said. “We had to move 
the event to be virtual in 2021, 
so a lot of the internal team was 
able to go to the event in differ-
ent shifts, but it was broad-
casted virtually that year. And 
of course, just because of a 
lack of cause connection and 
a lack of general finances go-
ing around, our fundraising 
did decrease a little bit. Then 
this past year, obviously we 
brought it back up which was 
awesome, but as everyone is, 
we’re still working towards 
pre-pandemic success.” 

Penders made sure to clarify 
the meaning behind cause con-
nection. 

“Cause connection initia-
tives are essentially events and 
activities that we use to ensure 
our entire HuskyTHON com-
munity is united around one 
goal,” Penders said. “It con-
nects our participants with 
our mission, and broadens our 
impact.” 

Despite the org’s optimism, 
it’s still too early to tell wheth-
er the year will truly operate 
under pre-pandemic mode, es-
pecially in regards to the actu-
al dance marathon which was 
incidentally hosted outdoors 
last year. 

“We don’t know exactly 
what this year is going to look 

PHOTO COURTESY OF @HUSKYTHON ON TWITTER

like yet,” Penders said. “That 
will be announced sometime 
before the spring event hap-
pens, but we definitely still 
try to keep COVID in mind 
in all that we do by following 
the general rules of the color 
codes that our county is in and 
everything like that. We do 
our best to stay conscious, but 
we’re hoping to have as normal 
of a year as we possibly can.” 

Founded in 1999, Husky-
THON was originally known 
as “Midnight Marathon.” It 
raised $13,000 in its first year, 
which in comparison to the 
$1,340,671 that was announced 
in April, speaks volumes on 
how much the org has grown 
in two decades. According to 
Penders, not only is Husky-
THON the largest student-run 
philanthropy organization in 
the state, it is also the largest-
run dance marathon in the 
Northeast. Leahy, however, 

made sure to comment that its 
goal has stayed permanent. 

“Though the size and scope 
of our organization has dras-
tically changed, our mission 
has remained the same: we 
fight each day for the kids 
who can’t,” Leahy’s statement 
reads. 

Penders added to his words. 
“While we are so proud of 

what we’ve accomplished, 
our work is far from over,” 
she said. “As long as kids and 
families need our help, we’ll be 
there to support them.” 

Resources can be found on 
various social media platforms 
via @HuskyTHON, including 
Facebook, Instagram, Twit-
ter and TikTok. Registration 
week is an additionally help-
ful event to learn more about 
involvement. 

Be sure to visit the Husky-
THON website for more infor-
mation.

HuskyTHON volunteers display the total amount of money raised during the event in 2022. PHOTO COURTESY OF @HUSKYTHON ON INSTAGRAM
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Vanderbilt to host 
Clinton Global Initiative University

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) 
— Vanderbilt University in 
Nashville will be the host 
campus for the Clinton Global 
Initiative University annual 
meeting in 2023, the Clinton 
Foundation said Tuesday.

Chelsea Clinton, the foun-
dation’s vice chair, made the 
announcement at the Clinton 
Global Initiative’s two-day 
meeting of international digni-
taries in New York. The initia-
tive aims to create partnerships 
between political, business 
and philanthropic leaders.

According to a news re-
lease, next year’s gathering at 
Vanderbilt will allow students 
to collaborate with leaders, in-
novators and experts on solv-
ing “humanity’s most pressing 
problems,” ranging from social 
to economic to environmental 
challenges. During this year’s 
gathering, some participants 
committed to build software 

that manages the health condi-
tions of COVID-19 “long haul-
ers.” while others committed 

to providing harm reduction 
information and services in 
Madison, Wisconsin to help 

address substance abuse.
“Our university and the 

Clinton Foundation share 

the beliefs that collaboration 
brings out the best in human-
ity and that diverse perspec-
tives and open dialogue are 
needed to drive innovation 
and discovery,” said Daniel Di-
ermeier, chancellor of Vander-
bilt University, in a statement.

More than 11,000 students 
have participated in the Clin-
ton Global Initiative Univer-
sity program, coming from 
163 counties and all 50 states. 
Previous hosts include the 
University of Chicago, How-
ard University, and member 
schools of the American Asso-
ciation of Community Colleges.

The Clinton Global Initia-
tive, or CGI, has helped more 
than 435 million people in 
more than 180 countries since 
it was established in 2005. It 
previously required attend-
ees to create a Commitment to 
Action, a measurable project 
that addresses a global issue.

Chelsea Clinton speaks at the Clinton Global Initiative, Monday, Sept. 19, 2022, in New York. 
JULIA NIKHINSON/AP

Bipartisan mayors voice 
criticism of new voting restrictions

HOUSTON (AP) — A biparti-
san group of mayors said Tues-
day that whatever political dif-
ferences they might have, they 
are united in fighting against 
recent voting restrictions en-
acted in some Republican-con-
trolled states that they view 
as an attack on democracy.

The mayors spoke at the Na-
tional Nonpartisan Conversa-
tion on Voting Rights, a three-
day conference held in Houston 
to discuss strategies on pro-
moting voter rights educa-
tion. A similar conference was 
first held last year in Denver.

“We are all standing togeth-
er, Democrats and Republi-
cans... to say that the (voting) 
infrastructure should be non-

partisan. The campaigns can 
go and do what they do, but 
the infrastructure, our democ-
racy is non-partisan,” Hous-
ton Mayor Sylvester Turner, 
a Democrat, said on Tuesday, 
which was also National Voter 
Registration Day in the U.S. 
Turner was part of the group 
of mayors — three Demo-
crats and three Republicans 
— who co-hosted the event.

John Giles, the Republican 
mayor of Mesa, Arizona, said 
his state has introduced hun-
dreds of pieces of election and 
voter related legislation since 
the 2020 election, prompted in 
part by disinformation on elec-
tion integrity. Former President 
Donald Trump’s campaign un-

successfully tried to push of-
ficials in Arizona to help him 
overturn his loss in the state.

“This is not unique to Ari-
zona. This a corrosive trend in 
states across our United States,” 
Giles said. “We’re all here be-
cause we agree with and want 
to support election integrity.”

The conference, which be-
gan Monday, comes as Repub-
lican lawmakers around the 
country have tightened vot-
ing rules, an effort that has 
been fueled in part by false 
claims from Trump and his 
allies about widespread fraud. 
Voter fraud is rare, typically 
occurs in isolated instances 
and is generally detected.

Denver Mayor Michael 

Hancock said 34 states, in-
cluding Texas, Florida and 
Georgia, have passed new 
voting restriction laws  since 
the 2020 election. He said 
such legislation threatens 
the right for many to vote, in-
cluding during the upcom-
ing Nov. 8 midterm elections.

One of the Arizona officials 
who Trump tried to pres-
sure was state House Speaker 
Rusty Bowers, who spoke at 
the conference and recounted 
for those in attendance his 
interactions with the former 
president. It was a topic Bow-
ers had previously described 
to the Jan. 6 committee in June.

Bowers said that in addi-
tion to focusing on register-
ing people to vote, officials 
and others need to also teach 
people “what is at stake. 
What do we have together 
that we need to keep alive?”

“What is the value of a na-
tion that is divided versus the 
value and strength of a nation 
that recognizes that unity, the 
value of unity is more impor-
tant than almost anything, to 
hold us together,” Bowers said.

At a Tuesday press confer-
ence in Austin, Texas Secretary 
of State John Scott said the new 
voting requirements the state 
enacted in 2021 “ensure that we 
can have confidence on the way 
that elections are conducted.”

Scott pushed back on criti-
cism that the new laws would 
hinder voter participation, 
saying the state is nearing 18 

million registered voters--a 
record high-- and “the proof is 
in the pudding, the people who 
want to vote get out and vote.”

Michael Thompson, 22, from 
Miami, said he believes people 
from his generation are con-
cerned about recently passed 
voting restrictions and that 
those new laws along with 
abortion rights and student 
loan forgiveness will be issues 
that will prompt younger voters 
to go to the polls in November.

“It’s time to have our voice 

Denver Mayor Michael B. Hancock speaks during a news conference about voting rights Tues-
day, Sept. 20, 2022, in Houston. The National Nonpartisan Conversation on Voting Rights is holding 
meetings and seminars in Houston Tuesday and Wednesday. DAVID J. PHILLIP/AP

heard. I see a lot of older peo-
ple always making decisions 
for us. We definitely need to 
have a seat at the table,” said 
Thompson, who is currently 
studying for a master’s de-
gree in public health at Brown 
University in Rhode Island.

“We are all standing 
together, Democrats 
and Republicans... to 
say that the (voting) 
infrastructure should 
be non-partisan. The 
campaigns can go and 
do what they do, but 
the infrastructure, 
our democracy is non-
partisan.”
MAYOR SYLVESTER TURNER
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News

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — 
North Carolina has made one 
more pitch to host the 2027 
World University Games, as 
the committee evaluating the 
state’s bid visited the region.

A panel of the International 
University Sports Federa-
tion visited on Tuesday the 
Executive Mansion, where 
Gov. Roy Cooper presented 
its members with an official 
bid book. The other finalist is 

Alex Jones makes 1st appearance 
outside Sandy Hook trial

WATERBURY, Conn. (AP) 
— A defiant Alex Jones showed 
up at a Connecticut courthouse 
Tuesday and hurled insults at 
the judge overseeing a trial to 
determine how much he owes 
for spreading the lie that the 
2012 Sandy Hook Elementary 
School massacre was a hoax.

Jones spent just a few min-
utes at the court in Water-
bury, arriving at about 9:30 
a.m., accompanied by one of 
his attorneys. He repeated 
declarations he made last 
week on his Infowars show 
that the proceeding is noth-
ing more than a “show trial.”

Judge Barbara Bellis found 
Jones and Infowars’ parent 
company, Free Speech Systems, 
liable by default last year after 
the conspiracy theorist didn’t 
abide by court orders requiring 
him to turn over documents.

“This is a travesty of jus-
tice and this judge is a ty-
rant,” Jones said outside the 
courthouse. “This judge is 
ordering me to say that I’m 
guilty and to say that I’m a 
liar. None of that is true. I was 
not wrong about Sandy Hook 
on purpose. I questioned it.”

Jones left a short time later, 
indicating he would not be 
testifying on Tuesday. He is 
expected to be called to the 
stand as soon as Wednesday.

The jury, seated about 20 
miles from the town where 
26 children and teachers died 
in the mass shooting, has 
been hearing evidence for a 
week to determine how much 
Jones must pay the families 
of eight victims and an FBI 
agent who was among the first 
to respond to the massacre.

Because he has already been 
found liable by the judge, Jones 
is not allowed to present de-
fenses arguing he is not respon-

sible or that the First Amend-
ment gave him the right to say 
the shooting didn’t happen.

Jones has complained that 
he was found “guilty” without 
trials. There is no guilt in civil 
trials, including this one in 
Connecticut or one last month 
in Texas where a jury in a sepa-
rate defamation lawsuit against 
Jones awarded nearly $50 mil-
lion to the parents of one of the 
children killed in the shooting.

“I’m being put in an impos-
sible position inside of this 
courthouse, where I’m being 
ordered to say I’m guilty,” Jones 
said Tuesday. “Has anybody 

ever heard of someone being 
ordered to say they’re guilty? 
Even in a criminal trial where 
they found somebody with 
dead bodies, if the guilty person 
wants to get up and say they’re 
innocent they’re allowed to.”

The plaintiffs say Jones’ 
promotion of Sandy Hook 
conspiracy theories on his 
show led to the families being 
threatened and harassed by de-
niers of the shooting. They say 
they’ve endured death threats 
and in-person harassment, 
video recording by strang-
ers and abusive comments on 
social media. Some families 

moved to avoid harassment.
And they say while Jones 

talked about the shooting, 
sales of the dietary supple-
ments, clothing, food and other 
items he hawks on his show 
surged. A representative for 
Free Speech Systems testified 
last week that she believed 
Jones and his company made 
at least $100 million in reve-
nues since the school shooting.

On Tuesday, the jury heard 
testimony from Clint Watts, a 
former FBI agent and cyber-
security expert, who spoke 
about how the internet and 
social media are used by gov-

ernments and organizations, 
including terrorist groups, 
to spread misinformation 
and call people to action.

Watts said that by the end 
of 2012, around the time of 
the school shooting, Jones 
and Infowars had the infra-
structure in place to have far-
reaching influence: multiple 
websites, a large amount of 
content and a huge audience.

That audience grew by 
tens of millions of people by 
the end of 2013, Watts said.

Joshua Koskoff, a lawyer 
for the Sandy Hook families, 
showed Watts and the jury a 
video of some of Jones’ first com-
ments about the school shoot-
ing, on the day it happened.

“They are going to come af-
ter our guns, look for mass 
shootings,” Jones said, refer-
ring to his conspiracy theo-
ry that mass shootings are 
staged to spur gun control. 
“They are coming. They are 
coming. They are coming.”

Jones adds: “They’re de-
claring war on the Sec-
ond Amendment period.”

Jones doesn’t clear-
ly define who “they” are.

Watts said he believed 
Jones was trying to spark an-
ger and fear  among his au-
dience and create an us ver-
sus them narrative aimed at 
building his audience and 
increasing product sales.

Jones has painted the tri-
als as a conspiracy by Demo-
crats and the media to take 
away gun rights, put him out 
of business and silence him.

Jones says he now believes 
the Sandy Hook shooting did 
happen. Under oath and fac-
ing a jury in Austin, he said 
he realized portraying it as a 
hoax hurt people’s feelings, 
and he was sorry for that.

N. Carolina makes pitch to host 
2027 World University Games

Norman Pattis, attorney for Alex Jones, in discussion with Brittany Paz, a Connecticut lawyer hired 
by Jones to testify about his companies’ operations, during the Alex Jones Sandy Hook defamation 
damages trial in Superior Court in Waterbury, Conn. Friday, Sept. 16, 2022. FILE PHOTO/AP

DA: 10 STUDENTS FACE 
JUVENILE COURT 
CHARGES IN HAZING CASE

MIDDLETOWN, Pa. (AP) 
— A Pennsylvania prosecutor 
announced charges in juvenile 
court Tuesday against 10 stu-
dents in connection with alleged 
hazing of high school football 
players that prompted cancel-
lation of the team’s season.

Dauphin County prosecutors 
said two Middletown players 
will face attempted sexual as-
sault charges and eight others 
face other counts in connec-
tion with hazing that authori-
ties said targeted at least six 
players from ages 14 to 17.

“This investigation did not 
involve just hazing or ‘boys will 
be boys’ conduct,” Chief Deputy 
District Attorney Jennifer Get-
tle said in a news release from 
the office of District Attorney 
Fran Chardo. “Rather, two of 
these individuals committed 
repeated sexual assaults and 
encouraged others to partici-
pate under the guise of hazing.”

Superintendent Chelton 
Hunter earlier said team mem-
bers had been in the high 
school turf room used for heat 
acclimation practice sessions 
when an Aug. 11 cellphone 
video showed “a group of stu-
dents restraining two of their 
teammates and using a mus-
cle therapy gun and another 
piece of athletic equipment” 
to poke their buttock areas.

The players remained fully 
clothed and no penetration ap-
peared to have occurred, he 
said, calling the video difficult 

to watch and the acts “com-
pletely unacceptable, offensive, 
and highly inappropriate.”

Two 17-year-old students fac-
es charges of criminal attempt 
to commit involuntary deviate 
sexual intercourse, indecent 
assault, unlawful restraint, 
simple assault, and hazing. A 
16-year-old was charged with 
unlawful restraint, simple as-
sault, and hazing; three stu-

“Two of these 

individuals committed 

repeated sexual 

assaults and 

encouraged others to 

participate under the 

guise of hazing.”
SUPERINTENDENT CHELTON

dents — one age 17 and two 
age 16 — with unlawful re-
straint and hazing; and four 
others, two age 16 and two age 
17 — with violating the haz-
ing statute, authorities said.

The head football coach re-
signed within days of the video 
surfacing. School officials last 
month said they had decided 
to cancel the 2022 football sea-
son after learning there was a 
second video and that the num-
ber of players involved was 
larger than initially believed.

Chungcheong province, South 
Korea. A final announcement 
is expected in November.

North Carolina’s proposal 
would cover the “University 
Hub” region designated as 
including Raleigh, Durham, 
Chapel Hill, Cary and Greens-
boro. There are more than 
130 colleges, universities and 
community college statewide.

The summer World Uni-
versity Games attracts 7,000 

athletes from ages 18 to 25 
from over 150 countries and 
more than 600 universities. 
The nearly two-week event 
features 15 required sports, 
including swimming, track 
and field and basketball, as 
well as optional sports pro-
posed by the local host city.

The state has set aside 
$25 million to  support the 
games  if  North  Caro-
lina is named the host. 

HYDERABAD, India. (AP) 
— Techwave’s Chief Execu-
tive Officer, Raj Gummadapu, 
whose company is a leading 
global IT & engineering so-
lutions provider, has been 
awarded with the ‘Best CEO 
of the Year’ for Excellence in 
Branding & Marketing at the 
CMO Asia Awards 2022 held 
at Pan Pacific, Marina Square, 
Singapore. This award recog-
nizes Techwave’s transforma-
tion into a world-class IT firm 
through its digital expertise, 
thought leadership, client advo-
cacy, and global presence. CMO 
Asia Awards 2022 recognize 
the best communication efforts 
throughout Asia Pacific in the 
highly competitive, dynamic 
digital and social media arenas.

“It is an honor and privilege 
for me to receive such a presti-
gious international award. It 
recognizes Techwave’s global 
leadership in branding and 
marketing innovation and is a 
huge source of encouragement 
for us to keep exploring new 
avenues of growth market-
ing. Having won the Best CEO 
Award at CMO Asia affirms 
our belief that a creative and 
engagement focused strategy 
towards branding and market-
ing initiatives has further so-

lidified our industry leader-
ship position,” said Mr. Raj 
Gummadapu, CEO, Techwave

About Techwave:
Techwave is a leading global 

Information Technology and 
Engineering services and so-
lutions company revolution-
izing digital transformations. 
They believe in enabling cli-
ents to maximize the potential 
and achieve a greater market 
with a wide array of technol-

Raj Gummadapu Bags ‘Best CEO of the 
Year’ Award at CMO Asia Awards 2022

ogy services, including, but not 
limited to, Enterprise Resource 
Planning, Application Devel-
opment, Analytics, Digital, and 
the Internet of Things (IoT).

Founded in 2004, head-
quartered in Houston, Tex-
as. Techwave has a team of 
experts, leveraging Digi-
tal Transformation, En-
terprise Application, and 
Engineering Services   ex-
pertise,  in  11  countries.

Raj Gummadapu, the ‘Best CEO of the Year’ for 2022. Gummad-
apu is the CEO of Techwave. FILE PHOTO/AP
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by Xander Serrano
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
he/him/his
alexander.serrano@uconn.edu

If you want to forget all 
your life problems and take an 
hour out of your day to sit and 
watch a trainwreck, I suggest 
tuning into “Love is Blind: 
After the Altar” on Netflix. If 
you haven’t already watched 
the second season, this review 
will probably confuse you, so 
stop reading, binge the second 
season and then come back to 
read what I have to say. But for 
those familiar with the show 
and are all caught up, wel-
come. 

While watching, I was re-
minded of how the couples 
met in the first place: through 
a wall. Yes, I know; how is 
that even possible? I’m still 
amazed because I didn’t know 
blind dating could be taken to 
such an extreme level, but the 
creators of the show and the 
individuals who participated 
in the experiment proved me 
wrong. And yes, love is blind. 
It is so blind that two couples 
who got engaged and married 
on the show filed for divorce 
shortly after this episode was 
filmed.  

Let’s get started with Shayne 
and Natalie. Shayne describes 
their relationship after the 
show as “re-engaged, un-en-
gaged, on and off.” The last 
time Natalie and Shayne spoke 
was when she texted him, only 
to say that “she never wants to 
speak to him again.”  

It was already difficult to 
imagine these two together for 
the long run, due to the fact 
that they had just as much per-
sonality as the wall between 
them in the first season.  

Shayne, I believe, is per-
ceived as the main character 
because he convinced himself 
he actually is the main char-

acter, so much so that he made 
the bold decision of wearing 
a headband in every episode, 
which was distracting at the 
least. I would love to know the 
thought put into that fashion 
choice, but we do end up see-
ing Shayne a bit heartbroken 
this season, so I figure we can 
cut him some slack for that.  

According to Natalie and 
Shayne broke up, Natalie was 
that there were “flirtatious 
messages” between Shayne 
and Shaina. I don’t remember 
Natalie smiling once this sea-
son. Clearly, she is still upset 
by this, but both Shayne and 
Shaina deny these claims.  

Shaina, on the other hand, 
has a unique way of sparking 
conversation. Instead of ask-
ing, “Where are you from?” 
she asks men, “Do you believe 
in Jesus Christ?” She asked 
her current boyfriend Chris-
tos, who we know is Christian, 
Greek and not quite aware of 
what he’s in for with Shaina. 
They announced their engage-
ment on the show. It’s unclear 
how long this relationship will 
last, but I don’t see it going the 
distance.  

The amount of engagements 
on the show are so frequent 
and casual that it makes Jen-
nifer Lopez’s love life look 
normal.  

Next on the list are Jarrette 
and Iyanna, who never showed 
promise the minute they came 
together. Apparently, Jarrette 
has a problem with partying, 
and Iyanna has moved out of 
their apartment due to him 
not changing his ways. Jar-
rette never seemed to fully 
buy into the typical husband 
lifestyle, so this isn’t surpris-
ing to me. He says to Iyanna in 
an episode, “I’m committed to 
this lifelong partnership with 
you.” We now know that was 
not true.  

Nick and Danielle are an-
other married couple that re-
ally bothered me the entire 
series. Their relationship 
never seemed genuine because 
of how forced everything felt 
with their interactions.  Their 
failed commitment, along with 
Jarette and Iyanna’s, makes 
for the two couples who got di-
vorced after filming.  

Anybody remember Sal? 
Where is he? I forgot about 
the 31-year-old ukulele player 
until he showed up on screen 
with his new girlfriend Jessi. 
During one of the episodes, Sal 
brings Jessi to a place where 
they run into his ex, Mallory. 
Things get a little awkward, 
but when aren’t they on this 
show? 

Meanwhile, Deepti and Kyle 
are stuck in a “situationship.” 
They hang out multiple times 
a week and call each other 
best friends, along with being 
attracted to one another. The 
only caveat is that they are 
afraid to date, as it runs the 
risk of ruining the dynamic 
of their friendship. This term 
never made sense to me, but in 
today’s modern dating world, 
this is what people do. So, 
good for them, I guess.  

‘Love is Blind: After the Al-
tar’ is full of cringe-worthy 
moments and drama that you 
wouldn’t think grown adults 
could be a part of. Being open 
about relationship problems 
and one’s love life and putting 
it out there for the world to see 
is not easy. It’s something that, 
if paid the right amount of 
money, people will do. I think 
the world needs a break from 
reality television and dating 
shows in general. That being 
said, I wish nothing but the 
best for the entire cast.  

‘Love is Blind: After the Al-
tar’ season two is streaming 
globally on Netflix. 

‘Love is Blind: After the Altar;’ 
an example of cringeworthy 

television 

Poster for Love is Blind: After the Altar PHOTO COURTESY OF @LOVEISBLINDSHOW ON TWITTER
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Shaina and Kyle PHOTO COURTESY OF @LOVEISBLINDSHOW ON TWITTER

Nick and Danielle 

PHOTO COURTESY OF @LOVEISBLINDSHOW ON TWITTER

Sal and Mallory PHOTO COURTESY OF @LOVEISBLINDSHOW ON TWITTER

Jarrette and Iyanna PHOTO COURTESY OF @LOVEISBLINDSHOW ON TWITTER
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In the words of Oscar Wil-
de, “and all at once, summer 
collapsed into fall.”  

While we haven’t been hit 
with the full-blown force of 
fall just yet, the season is fast 
approaching; along with it 
comes a shift in reading taste.  

Many people are inf luenced 
by the weather when picking 
out their next book. One may 
crave a summertime story in 
the dead of winter, but the 
start of a season often pushes 
people towards a novel to set 
the mood. And though the 
following books may not all 
take place solely in fall, they 
certainly embody the crisp 
feel and warm color palette of 
the season.  

“Such a Fun Age”
by Kiley Reid 

 Reid’s debut novel is infuri-
ating, eerie and thought-pro-
voking — all in the best way.  

“Such a Fun Age” is about 
babysitter Emira Tucker, a 
young black woman met with 
suspicious stares when vis-
iting a grocery store with a 
white toddler in hand. After 
being accused of kidnapping 
the child, Tucker is bailed out 
by her employers and decides 
to move on from the scene. 
Yet, a bystander who catches 
the confrontation on camera 
refuses to let her forget.  

Emira’s interactions with 
both her employer and the 
bystander grow to uncomfort-
able levels, all while Emira 
struggles to pay her bills. 
While not much can be said 
without spoiling the book, 
Reid sets many scenes with 
fall spirit; cat ears are pulled 
out at Halloween and a whole 
lot goes down at the Thanks-
giving dinner table. 

“The Inheritance 
Games” by Jennifer 

Lynn Barnes 

 “The Inheritance Games” 
builds on beloved works like “The 
39 Clues” and “Knives Out,” tell-
ing the tale of a struggling high 
schooler who unexpectedly inher-
its billionaire Tobias Hawthorne’s 
fortune. The protagonist of the 
story, Avery Grambs has no idea 
who Hawthorne is, and to make 
matters worse, she must move into 
the puzzling Hawthorne House, 
an estate chock-full of riddles, 
passageways and relatives who 
seethe with jealousy.  

If ideas like mystery and in-
trigue were to be classified into a 
season, that season would undeni-
ably be fall. Further making this 
book perfect for fall is the private 
school setting where the protago-
nist is forced to transfer to. The 
preppy uniforms, tweed coats 
and general back-to-school season 
align perfectly with the change in 
temperature.  

The best part? The series’ third 
and final installment, “The Fi-
nal Gambit,” released on Aug. 30, 
ready for eager readers to devour.  

“Truly Devious” by 
Maureen Johnson 

 Another book chronicling 
a mystery at a fancy prep 
school is Maureen Johnson’s 
“Truly Devious.” Ellingham 
Academy was founded by 
a riddle-obsessed tycoon, 
whose family was kidnapped 
shortly thereafter. The only 
clue offered by the culprit 
was a riddle signed “Truly, 
Devious.” When signs of the 
so-called Devious return to 
Ellingham Academy years 
later, true-crime lover Stevie 
Bell sets out to solve the cold 
case.  

“Truly Devious” also takes 
place in Vermont — a state 
well-known for its fall foliage 
and outdoor offerings.  

“The Scarlet Letter” 
by Nathaniel Haw-

thorne 

 Hawthorne’s “The Scarlet 
Letter” has long been seen as 
an influential work; in fact, it 
was even the inspiration for 
the 2010 film “Easy A” starring 
Emma Stone.  

The novel is set in Puritan 
Boston and follows Hester 
Prynne, a woman scorned and 
branded with the letter A for 
her affair years prior. Prynne 
and her daughter Pearl bear the 
burden of public shame while 
her partner-in-crime remains a 
secret, living in a pool of guilt.  

“The Crucible” by 
Arthur Miller 

 “The Crucible,” a play by 
Arthur Miller, follows simi-
larly. The story depicts the 
infamous witch hunts and 
trials of 17th century Sa-
lem, pitting neighbor against 
neighbor in a spooky tale of 
treachery.  

Both works incorporate the 
very essence of fall, mainly 
through their Massachusetts 
setting. Much like Vermont, 
the state is renowned for the 
season, especially as Hallow-
een approaches. 

Let’s Get Lit-erary:
Books to set the mood for fall  

PHOTO COURTESY OF RAWPIXEL.COM

PHOTO COURTESY OF RAWPIXEL.COM
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There is a certain beauty in 
running a column specifically 
designed to cover anything 
that’s been occupying signifi-
cant space in my mind – par-
ticularly in the fact that I can 
choose to revisit topics any-
time I like. If I’m obsessing 
over something, I have the op-
portunity to word-vomit onto 
a printed page to alleviate the 
weight of it on my head. So 
with that being said, welcome 
to Maddie’s dance column 2.0: 
summer alumni performance 
edition.  

For those unfamiliar, I 
wrote last semester about my 
own highly-complicated rela-
tionship with the dance world 
after 15 years embedded in it, 
centering on the need for in-
clusivity (which, for dance, 
would require intense reform 
of tradition). But I’m not done 
writing about dance quite yet.  

This summer, I had the op-
portunity to return to my old 
studio – something I swore 
at 18 I would never do – in an 
alumni-performance capacity 
at their summer recital. I was 
back with the friends I grew 
up with, having parted ways to 
attend different colleges nearly 
three years ago. My biggest 
takeaway from this experience 
is that the ways you interact 
with dance – or any art – mat-
ter. For so many, dance is more 
than just a hobby. At my peak 
in dance, it was my physical 
activity, my social world and 
my creative outlet all wrapped 
up into one, and for some, it 
could become a career. Thus, 
something with such weight re-
quires deliberate interactions.  

“Interesting” is perhaps the 
best word I have to explain 
the experience of going back 
to something I considered my 
entire life during my forma-
tive years, especially consid-
ering my relationship with 
dance back then was not an 
entirely positive one. Dance, 
particularly ballet, is a perfec-
tionist’s paradise, and there-
fore exacerbated a lot of nega-
tive tendencies I already had. 
I was highly critical, motivat-
ed purely by a fear of failure, 
and focused only on tangible 
results. I knew going into this 
summer performance that I 
was opening a can of worms 
I had slammed shut and re-
fused to deal with a few years 
ago.  

In fact, some of my friends 
were hesitant to let me return 
to the alumni team. They ei-
ther remembered my stress-
consumed dancer persona 
or have heard enough horror 
stories I now tell as jokes – be-
cause who doesn’t cope with 
humor – to be rightfully con-
cerned for my wellbeing if I 
were to return.  

Long story short, despite 
these concerns I survived yet 
another recital and yet anoth-
er dance season, but only be-
cause I set deliberate bound-
aries. I told myself when I 
agreed to perform again that if 
I reached a point where it was 
more negative than positive, 
even by the smallest margin, I 
would stop. Part of that comes 
with being an adult now – I 
have a certain level of confi-
dence in my judgment and au-
tonomy over my actions that 
I didn’t have as a young teen-
ager. And it worked out – I 
had a great time, being able to 

dance with some of my closest 
friends again in a low-stakes 
capacity.  

But it didn’t work out be-
cause the dance world has 
barely changed since I was 
directly involved. If any-
thing, it was exactly the 
same. I still heard the same 
negative comments about my 
body. It still tried to consume 
all of my energy and all of 
my free time. Both the tights 
and stage fright felt the same 
as they did when I was in 
high school. Perhaps there’s 
enough there to say there is 
no merit to something with 
so many negatives. As it ex-
ists, dance does more harm 
than good, so how can it be 
good at all? The dance world 
is not inclusive - if anything 
it’s deliberately exclusive. 
But can the pros of art, per-
sonal expression and friend-
ship outweigh the cons of 
perfectionism, exclusivity 
and overall toxicity? 

If I had to set such specific 
boundaries to even make an 
alumni performance without 
returning to the dance Bad 
Place(™) there are clearly 
large underlying issues, espe-
cially considering I myself am 
white, relatively thin and able 
to afford to dance, three main 
demographics that dance ca-
ters itself towards and privi-
leges.  

Though I am usually opin-
ionated to a fault, this is a case 
I’m not sure there’s a clear an-
swer to. Is dance good? At its 
core, I believe it is. Dance is 
art, focusing on movement of 
the body, freedom and expres-
sion. But in its current state, 
the dance world is something 
to be handled with a ten-foot 
pole, unless we’re working to 

change it.

by Madeline Papcun
OPINION EDITOR
SHE/HER/HERS
madeline.papcun@uconn.edu

OP-ED
by Mason Holland
STUDENT BODY PRESIDENT
mason.holland@uconn.edu 

What 
we 

deserve
Over the month of June, I was af-

forded the opportunity to attend a 
political science program at Duke 
and enroll in graduate courses in-
tended to expose my cohort and I 
to an early graduate school expe-
rience. As a part of this program, 
various scholars in the field of po-
litical science came to present their 
research. One of those professors, 
Candis Watts-Smith, presented 
her research on deservingness, and 
how that concept shapes the way in 
which citizens hold policy prefer-
ences. Furthermore, she asserted 
that the primary consideration 
for deservingness comes down to 
whom the policy is intended for.  

Deservingness, in short, is the 
extent to which we are considered 
“worthy” of receiving. When I re-
turned home, that concept stuck 
with me as I considered what it 
means in various different areas 
of my life. As I reflected, I couldn’t 
help but think about our student 
body here at the University of Con-
necticut. In my role as President of 
the Undergraduate Student Gov-
ernment I consider deservingness 
often. As I interpret it, deserving-
ness in terms of the work that we 
do in USG pertains to the groups 
that are the most underrepresent-
ed and underserved at the univer-
sity. Our responsibility is to elevate 
their concerns, experiences and re-
quests, because in truth we are not 
all served in the same way. We all 
deserve to be afforded both equal 
and equitable opportunities mani-
fested in tangible actions in order to 
support the communities that have 
been historically unsupported.  

In the last week, the concerns 
surrounding cultural centers and 
program funding reminded me of 
deservingness and what it means. 
The cultural centers and programs 
are an integral part of university 
life and the legacy of UConn. Each 
center and program has fought to 
be recognized in order to assist in 
the support and success of minori-
tized populations. Beyond offering 
personal and academic support, 
the centers provide a community 
for the students they serve. Many 
of those students would not still be 

at the university had it not 
been for the work of the cul-
tural centers and programs.  

I am one of those students.  
Had it not been for the African 

American Cultural Center, I would 
not have stayed at the UConn. Had 
it not been for the African Ameri-
can Cultural Center, I would not be 
President of USG. Had it not been 
for the African American Cultural 
Center, I would not have been on 
track to graduate in the Spring of 
2023 with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Political Science.  

That is what the cultural centers 
and programs mean to the UConn 
community. We say that they de-
serve to be financially supported 
because these are the places that 
provide a tremendous amount of 
support to our students. The cul-
tural centers and programs de-
serve more because we deserve 
more.  

When I spoke at convocation in 
August, I asked the freshman class 
to consider what they deserve. The 
entire freshman class and all of 
the undergraduates at UConn are 
here because we deserve to be here, 
because we earned the right to be. 
However, being here is only half of 
the full picture.  

What is the use of being accept-
ed but not fully supported? What 
is the point of citing the diversity 
of incoming freshman classes if 
there is not an intentional effort 
made to retain those same stu-
dents? Who are we as a university 
if we are told that we deserve to be 
here, but see no efforts to ensure 
that we stay?  

In the coming weeks UConn 
is slated to decide upon the in-
dividual who will serve as the 
next President. I mention this 
because the next person who 
serves as President, whether it 
is Radenka Maric or not, will 
ultimately become a part of this 
conversation.  

We deserve a President who 
welcomes this dialogue. We de-
serve a President who understands 
how much the cultural centers and 
programs mean to students. We 
deserve a President who is com-
mitted to furthering the financial 
support that cultural centers re-
ceive.  

We deserve more.

COMIC BY VAN NGUYEN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

We deserve a President who 
understands how much the cultural 

centers and programs mean to 
students. We deserve a President who 

is committed to furthering the financial 
support that cultural centers receive.

We deserve more.
MASON HOLLAND, STUDENT BODY PRESIDENT



Harrison Raskin, 
Editor in Chief: 
This is a particularly embar-

rassing and silly irrational fear, 
but I’m scared that I’m going to die 
someday. Not only could this be 
painful but I have no idea what it 
would feel like afterwards and try-
ing to imagine only makes me more 
confused. But please don’t worry, 
I’m seeing a therapist to unlearn 
these unhealthy and unproductive 
thoughts.

Nell Srinath, 
Associate Opinion Editor: 
If there’s one thing that’ll never cease 

to raise the hairs on my neck, it’s seeing 
someone I know in public. You know 
the feeling: You’re at the grocery store, 
dressed-down for some incognito study 
time, or braving the scary part of the rec 
center (you know the one); you meet eyes 
with a peer with whom you’re not yet 
close. The mental catastrophe of won-
dering if you should say “hi” or pretend 
to have not seen them is enough to make 
the most enlightened sage crumple like 
gift wrap… or maybe that’s just me.

Defend your irrational fear

Photo of the Day | Field of flags
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A field of flags is planted in the near Gampel Pavilion in honor UConn’s Suicide Prevention Week. The week will last from Sept. 18, 2022 until Sept. 25, 2022, and UConn 
Student Health and Wellness will be hosting events.  PHOTO BY BRIANNA JOHNSON, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

TThehe  librarylibrary  isis  uglyugly
The Homer D. Babbidge library 

is an ugly building, and it’s not the 
only one on the University of Con-
necticut’s campus. Stretches of 
bare concrete, asymmetrical win-
dows and scattered outdoor picnic 
benches dominate the visual field 
of the library. The rectangular 
multi-level structure lacks sur-
rounding greenery and is remi-
niscent of a parking garage. Why 
is our library — arguably the most 
important academic center on cam-
pus — so unwelcoming? 

Architecture on campus mat-
ters. If you’ve ever walked through 
the historic campus, you’ve seen 
the distinct brick halls framed by 
a diverse set of towering old trees. 
Buildings like Beach Hall, Wood 
Hall and Wilbur Cross feature 
paneled windows, limestone trim 
detailing, wooden doors, columns, 
shingle style roofing and symme-
try. They are designed primar-
ily in a mixture of colonial revival, 
classic revival, neoclassical and 
collegiate gothic styles, as listed on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places. These buildings are what 
makes up the UConn look. 

In the past few years — and after 
signing a preservation agreement 
— UConn has demolished seven 
of nine historic buildings known 
as Faculty Row. These buildings 
were designed as part of the uni-
versity’s master plan by the notable 
architect Charles Lowrie. The two 
remaining buildings on Gilbert 
Road are likely to be demolished as 

plans for the new South Campus 
Residence Hall advance. Because 
these two houses have not been ac-
tively updated or reused, it appears 
that UConn is ignoring the pres-
ervation agreement to purposely 
demolish by neglect; this would es-
sentially be a loophole in the agree-
ment to allow the demolition to 
proceed. Although retrofitting ex-
isting buildings is more expensive, 
it would be more climate-friendly 
than demolition, while also pre-
serving UConn’s long history.  

It’s true that these demolitions 
have made, and continue to make, 
room for necessary additions to 
campus – such as the Recreation 
Center and new dormitories. The 
demolitions might not be so un-
fortunate if the new construction 
followed the same architectural 
styles of the historic campus, or if 
they incorporated some of those 
elements. But these new build-
ings are modern-looking, often 
brutalist with an industrial feel-
ing to them. The Babbidge library 
is just one such example. Next 
to the Rec Center lies the unset-
tling Dove Tower (more fondly 
referred to as the “Leaning Tower 
of Business”), a harsh concrete 
statue that leans precariously 
and leaves students wondering, 
“What even is that?” 

Beautifying and preserving 
campus is not just a niche, superfi-
cial argument. While I could con-
tinue critiquing buildings based 
on my own aesthetic preferences, 
the underlying importance of all 
of this is the impersonal, non-hu-
man-sized (aka: big) design  and 
its effects on peoples’ well-being. 

In a 2013 study, people showed 
the highest levels of happiness 
in green spaces, as well as higher 
levels of positive affect when ex-
posed to complex, interesting de-
tailing compared to less detailed 
stretches of buildings, such as a 
large brick section or glass wall. 
Furthermore, there are a number 
of benefits to regularly experienc-
ing awe, a response to sensory 
stimuli that makes you feel small, 
exceeds your normal expecta-
tions and may even feel spiritual. 
Some examples might be enjoying 
nature, listening to music or view-
ing a grand structure. Awe can be 
evoked in our daily lives through 
the appreciation of beauty, wheth-
er through nature, architecture 
or some other means. Awe can 
increase positive mood, increase 
feelings of connectedness and pos-
sibly even decrease inflammation. 
This is where the need for beauty 
on campus comes in. Simply put, 
beauty enhances our lives. 

There is room for unique and 
varying architecture on cam-
pus, but it should be built in a 
personal, detailed manner that 
can be appreciated by students 
and staff. In the case of the Bab-
bidge library, this might mean 
allowing students or local artists 
to paint murals on large, empty 
walls or adding a green roof 
(which could also reduce the heat 
island effect and dampen noise 
pollution, further improving the 
campus environment). There are 
a number of creative solutions 
to enhance the architecture and 
improve the living quality on 
campus.

by Kathryn Andronowitz
CONTRIBUTOR
she/her/hers
kathryn.andronowitz@uconn.edu

Homer Babbidge Library looms over the middle of the UConn 
Storrs campus. Prior to being named for the former university 
president, it was originally called the Nathan Hale Library.

PHOTO COURTESY OF AUTHOR

Rapid Fire: Defend your irrational fear

Owen Silverman, 
Weekly Columnist: 
Throughout childhood, quick-

sand was presented to me as a much 
larger problem than it’s turned out 
to be. That being said, you best be-
lieve I keep my distance from any 
suspicious-looking sand or lighter 
colored dirt while on hikes. When 
the day comes for me to depart from 
this life, I will do everything in 
my power to ensure it is not due to 
quicksand. It’s not even quick! The 
fear of that slow descending engulf-
ment into who-knows-where has 
kept me up one too many nights. 

Maddie Papcun, 
Opinion Editor: 
We should all be more afraid of 

birds. They entirely lack a moral 
code and are the most terrifying 
version of crazy – calm one second, 
attacking you for a french fry the 
next. I’m not advocating for fear-
based eradication of all bird spe-
cies, but moreso deliberate avoid-
ance, a mutual agreement between 
humans and birds to not mess with 
each other, if you will.

If we’re lucky in the Opinion section, we work through our beliefs completely and support them with great 
arguments. But sometimes, we don’t need a deeper reason to hold our convictions. Rapid Fire is for those tweet-

length takes that can be explained in just a sentence or two — no more justification needed.   

In this Rapid Fire, writers gave their opinions on the question: How would you defend your most irrational 
fear?
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MLBMLB 
by Ava Inesta
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
she/her/hers 
ava.inesta@uconn.edu

For the first half of the MLB 
season, it appeared that the 
New York’s Mets were undeni-
ably going to win the N.L. East 
division. With a 10.5 game lead 
in June, the Mets sought to run 
away with the title. Now, in the 
final stretch of the regular sea-
son, the N.L. East race is tight 
and is anyone’s game. There 
are many factors that could 
decide the outcome, but let me 
explain why  the Mets are still 
going to get the job done.  

At the start of the year, the 
Mets were not the team that 
went on long winning streaks, 
but took care of business by 
winning almost every series. 
They were especially domi-
nant against teams in their 
own division, playing very 
consistent baseball in the first 
half. 

The Atlanta Braves, on the 
other hand, didn’t have the 
best start to 2022 after going 
24-27 in their first 51 games. 
At this point, the Mets had a 
significant lead on the divi-
sion with a record of 35-17 on 
June 1st. A key player that the 
Braves were missing was star 
centerfielder Ronald Acuña 
Jr., who suffered a torn ACL in 
July of 2021. Once he made his 
return on April 28, 2022, he 
was his normal self at the plate 
and on the field. Before Acu-
ña’s return, there was a lack 
of production from the Braves 
outfielders and less depth in 
their pitching staff. Despite 
this, everything started pick-
ing up for Atlanta, resulting in 
Acuña and five other Braves 
players making the 2022 All-
Star Roster.  

As usual, the Braves’ lineup 
is filled with immense amounts 
of young talent and they have 
signed just about every star 
in their lineup to long term 
contracts. The team’s current 
rookies RHP Spencer Strider, 

OF Michael Harris and SS 
Vaughn Grissom have become 
breakout players and valuable 
parts of this year’s team. Many 
experts involved in baseball 
seem to think that this year’s 
N.L. Rookie of the Year award 
will land in Atlanta.  

After winning the World Se-
ries last year, the Braves are 
looking to defend their crown. 
Even though they lost first-
baseman Freddie Freeman to 
free agency, his replacement, 
Matt Olson, has been a steady, 
clutch player for the team.  

Since the second half of the 
season, the Braves have be-
come generally unbeatable. 
This led to them catching up 
with the Mets, brewing up a 
storm for the N.L. East race. 
Despite this, the Mets have 
stayed consistent and haven’t 
gone on many poor stretches, 
the exact reason why they will 
finish atop the division.  

The competitiveness be-
tween the two squads has heat-
ed up ahead of the postseason 
as the race has gotten closer. 
In early August, the Braves 
played a five game series at 
Citi Field and lost four out of 
the five to the Mets. But, two 
weeks later, the Braves hosted 
New York at Truist Park and 
won three out of four games. 
The Mets versus the Braves 
have been one of the best ri-
valries to watch this season, as 
they’re always neck and neck, 
especially recently. 

Although some might see 
this as the Mets’ collapse, they 
have yet to endure a losing 
month this season and have 
been near the top of all MLB’s 
leaderboards for statistics.  

It’s also critical to note that 
Mets ace Jacob deGrom made 
his return in July after rehab-
bing from a stress reaction 

in scapula. This move added 
deGrom to the already strong 
Mets rotation which included 
Max Scherzer. Having de-
Grom and Scherzer in the 
same rotation is arguably the 
best 1-2 punch in this genera-
tion of pitchers. Behind them 
are other strong members of 
the pitching staff with RHPs 
Chris Bassit, Taijuan Walker 
and Carlos Carrasco.  

The Mets closer, Edwin Diaz 
is also having the most domi-
nant season of his career and is 
considered one of the best clos-
ers in baseball. Not to men-
tion, Diaz’s viral walk up song, 
“Narco” by Timmy Trumpet 
and Blasterjaxx has caught the 
attention of the entire league.  

Topping off an already great 
year, Fransico Lindor will fin-
ish the season with a Mets 
franchise record of most RBIs 
by a shortstop. Jeff McNeil’s 
bat has been on fire all season, 
hitting over .300 with a high 
on-base percentage too. Mc-
Neil’s OPS+ sits over 130 mak-
ing him one of the top hitters in 
the league. 

A more underrated compo-
nent of the Mets success so far 
is their knowledgeable manag-
er Buck Showalter, who has led 
the team to play to their poten-
tial. Showalter has directed the 
team away from off-field dis-
tractions and has changed the 
mentality of the clubhouse with 
his detail-oriented methods.  

When talking about the New 
York Mets, you cannot forget 
about their billionaire owner, 
Steve Cohen. In his two years 
in the Big Apple, Cohen has 
transformed the franchise 
and focused on bringing the 
best players to the clubhouse. 
In the past two off-seasons he 
has made two huge splashes 
with trading for 6-time all-star 

SS Francisco Lindor and sign-
ing 3-time Cy Young award 
winner, Max Scherzer. Cohen 
brought back an aspect of pro-
fessionalism to the organiza-
tion that has been lacking for 
years. 

Cohen is building a team 
that is ready to win, and this 
year they have a real shot to 
bring a championship home to 
Queens for the first time since 
the 1986 Amazin’ Mets.  

Since June 1, the Braves are 
68-28 and the Mets are 59-38. 
The reigning World Series 
Champions have continued 
to show their winning abili-
ties with their stellar perfor-
mances in the second half. The 
Braves have put the ultimate 
pressure on New York by play-
ing some of the best baseball 
in the league but through that, 
the Mets have been able to stay 
on top.  

With about three weeks 
left in the regular season, the 
Braves are only a single game 

behind the first-place New 
York Mets. The Mets just 
clinched a post-season berth 
for the first time since 2016 
with a win against the Mil-
waukee Brewers on Monday 
night.  

The two squads start a three-
game series on September 30th, 
which could be the biggest se-
ries of the season for both teams 
and has potential to flip the 
standings. The Mets are a large-
ly-veteran filled team while the 
Braves consist of many young 
stars. Despite each team being 
built differently, they both share 
the same goal of winning and 
are equipped with all the neces-
sary pieces to do so this year.  

This battle could end up ei-
ther way. Statistically, the Mets 
do have the advantage of having 
an easier schedule the rest of the 
way, but the Braves have been 
unstoppable these last couple 
months. In the end, the N.L. East 
title is still up for grabs and my 
pick is with the New York Mets.

George’s Take: Rudy Gobert to Minnesota 
turns them into a top Western Conference team
by George Velky
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
he/him/his 
george.velky@uconn.edu

Last year’s Minnesota Tim-
berwolves had one of the most 
exciting seasons for the fran-
chise in over a decade. Though 
they exited in the first round of 
the playoffs, they competed in a 
fierce series against a talented 
Memphis squad.  In the months 
since, a blockbuster trade for 
Rudy Gobert and a solid draft 
class has left the Minnesota 
fans with something they 
haven’t had in years: expecta-
tions.  

Rudy Gobert has been one 
of the league’s best centers 
since entering the league from 
France in 2013. He’s made a 
name for himself on defense, 
winning defensive player of the 
year three times while playing 
for Utah, demonstrating his 
value.  

For the Timberwolves, who 
have won only three playoff 
games since 2003, acquiring 
Gobert is a big deal. Minnesota 
gave up a lot for Gobert - four 
first round picks and five play-
ers including guards Patrick 
Beverly, Malik Beasly and Le-
andro Bolmaro, as well as for-
ward Jarred Vanderbilt and the 
rights to rookie center Walker 
Kessler.  

Many have said that the Tim-
berwolves paid too much for the 
elite French center. Either way, 
the result is a top notch start-
ing five that now contains one 
of the most exciting frontcourt 
duos in the game: Rudy Gobert 
and Karl-Anthony Towns. 

Towns and Gobert are each 
elite big men in their own right. 
Both are top-five centers in the 
league and now they’ll be play-
ing together. Though they each 
play at the highest pedigree, 
their style of play couldn’t be 
more different. Karl-Anthony 
Towns, or “KAT,” has been one 
of the best offensive big men in 
recent history. He shoots a high 
percentage from three and even 
won the three-point contest 
at All Star Weekend this past 
year. Gobert has made a name 

for himself on the defensive 
end. He is feared throughout 
the league and is known as one 
of the top shot blockers around. 

Gobert and Towns will com-
plement each other like peanut 
butter and jelly. Towns played 
well last year, but he struggled 
both defensively and with foul 
trouble. Now the burden of be-
ing the defensive anchor is off 
Towns and onto Gobert, who 
has played that role his entire 
career. The Timberwolves or-
ganization will move KAT to 
the power forward and play 
him in a more offensive role, 
where he thrives. With Gobert 
down low, Towns will have an 
opportunity to play from the 
perimeter and put up more 
shots. At the same time, he will 
stay healthier without having to 
muck up his game in the paint 
and struggle for rebounds, also 
adding to his fatigue. Gobert 
has that covered. On defense, 
Gobert will protect the paint 
the way he always has. This 
will create fewer situations in 
which Towns descends into 
foul trouble. All while provid-
ing the team with energy and 
momentum.  

Aside from the two all-star big 
men, The Timberwolves have 
an exciting starting backcourt 
with former all-star D’Angelo 
Russell and Anthony Edwards. 
Russell has struggled with con-
sistency throughout his career, 
but when he plays well, he’s as 
good as the league’s other pre-
mier point guards. Edwards is 
entering his third year in the 
league. In his first two, he has 
developed into one of the most 
exciting players to watch. He 
has taken a major step since 
he was drafted first overall in 
2020. Edwards has some of the 
rawest talent in the league and 
though he is not quite there yet, 
fans and analysts can’t help but 
envision a Dwyane Wade type 
career for the young star. 

Beside the talented back-
court, Minnesota has another 

young, athletic piece with for-
ward Jaden McDaniels. Mc-
Daniels came to the Timber-
wolves in the same draft as 
Edwards and has improved in 
the same fashion. McDaniels 
has become a top three-point 
option for the team. He can 
play either the three or the four 
and when he is on the court, 
he brings a great intensity and 
good athleticism to the lineup.  

Though the Timberwolves 
traded away the rights to rook-
ie center Walker Kessler, they 
were able to keep their other 
two young studs from this 
past draft. Minnesota drafted 
the athletic forward Wendell 
Moore from Duke, as well 
as a talented Joshua Minott 

from Memphis. Though Mi-
nott was drafted a round later 
than Moore, it was the second 
rounder who showed out in 
the summer league and looks 
to make a large immediate im-
pact.  

Though the Timberwolves 
lost some nice depth pieces in 
the trade with Utah, they were 
able to keep their entire start-
ing core with the team and even 
gave themselves an upgrade. 
The starting five they boast: 
D’Angelo Russell, Anthony 
Edwards, Jaden McDaniels, 
Karl-Anthony Towns and Rudy 
Gobert, is a group that could 
challenge any other starting 
five in the west. What they lack 
in experience, they make up for 

with raw talent. If Minnesota 
can play to their full potential, 
don’t be surprised if they make 
a deep playoff run.  

Ultimately, the team will be 
one of the most entertaining 
groups to watch in the upcom-
ing season. And with the fran-
chise’s depressing playoff his-
tory, the Wolves have one edge 
that separates them from every 
other team–they have some-
thing to prove. Look for Tim-
berwolves to finish as a top–
five seed in the west – they have 
the talent to do it. At the very 
least, look for some more jaw-
dropping highlight slam dunks 
from Edwards and elite work 
in the paint from the league’s 
newest duo.

Rudy Gobert in new threads as he joins the Timberwolves this season. Prior to this season, he 
played for the Utah Jazz. PHOTO COURTESY OF @TIMBERWOLVES ON INSTAGRAM 

Mets shortstop Francisco Lindor celebrates with teammates 
after hitting a homerun. The Mets are currently in first place in 
the NL East. PHOTO COURTESEY OF @METS ON INSTAGRAM

Why the Mets will win the race of the NL East 
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Photo of the Day | Defending Huskies

Frantz Pierrot (11) of the UConn men’s soccer team battles two defenders during a game the Huskies defeated NJIT 3-1 on Sept. 2, 2022 at Morrone Stadium in Storrs, 
Conn. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

UConn in the Pros: 
Springer looking to break slump

by Nick Spinali 
STAFF WRITER
he/him/his
nicholas.spinali@uconn.edu

Kiah Stokes, C, Las Vegas 
Aces 

Stokes and the Las Vegas 
Aces captured the franchise’s 
first WNBA title with a 78-71 
win over the Connecticut Sun 
on Sunday. After serving as an 
important bench piece for most 
of the regular season, Stokes 
took over the team’s starting 
center role from All-Star Dear-
cia Hamby in the semifinal 
round and remained the starter 
for the team’s four Finals games. 
Throughout the playoffs, Stokes 
averaged just under 26 minutes 
per game, and though her 3.7 
points per game may be dis-
couraging to many, she was the 
team’s second-leading rebound-
er at 7.2 per contest. Utilizing 
her long wingspan and elite 
athletic abilities, Stokes proved 
to be a difference-maker under 
the hoop for Vegas. During her 
time in Storrs, Stokes helped the 
Huskies to a 146-10 record over 
the course of her career and was 
ACC Defensive Player of the 
Year her senior year. In addition 
to her recent WNBA champion-
ship, Stokes is also a three-time 
NCAA champion with UConn. 
She joins a list of former Hus-
kies that have won the WNBA 
title since 2017 that includes Sue 
Bird, Stefanie Dolson, Renee 
Montgomery, Maya Moore, Ka-
leena Mosqueda-Lewis, Azura 
Stevens, Breanna Stewart and 
Morgan Tuck. 

George Springer, OF, To-
ronto Blue Jays 

After finishing the month of 
August as one of the hottest hit-
ters in baseball, Springer’s pro-
duction has come back down 
to earth as we enter the third 
week of September. In his last 15 
games as of Tuesday afternoon, 
the outfielder has a batting av-
erage of .230, recording 14 hits 
in 61 at-bats, and he’s scored 12 
runs while hitting two home 
runs. However, Springer seems 
to be trending in the right direc-
tion again as he’s driven in eight 
runs in his last seven games. 
He’ll need to continue to hit 
well if he hopes to help his team 
embark on a deep playoff run. 
Starting Thursday, the Blue 
Jays will conclude their regu-
lar season with a series against 
each of their four American 
League East rivals for a stretch 
that could have major implica-
tions on the upcoming playoff 
bracket. As of Tuesday, To-
ronto ranks second of the five 
A.L. East teams with a record 
of 83-64, 5.5 games behind the 
Yankees but only one game 
better than the Rays. They’re 
almost certainly a lock to make 

the postseason, as they hold the 
top spot in MLB’s new three-
team Wild Card format, though 
where they rank amongst those 
three teams will rely heavily on 
how they close out their regular 
season. A five-time postseason 
participant, the young Blue Jays 
will look towards Springer as 
they prepare for October. 

Breanna Stewart, Kia 
Nurse, Gabby Williams 

According to The UConn 
Blog, the 2022 FIBA World Cup 
will feature three former Hus-

kies: Breanna Stewart (USA), 
Kia Nurse (Canada) and Gabby 
Williams (France). For Stewart, 
the tournament will be her fifth 
major tournament with the se-
nior US national team and her 
third World Cup. In addition to 
her storied college and profes-
sional career, Stewart has also 
earned two Olympic gold med-
als and two World Cups gold 
medals, taking home MVP hon-
ors at the 2018 World Cup. For 
Nurse, the tournament will be 
her first time returning to com-
petitive basketball since tear-
ing her ACL in the 2021 WNBA 

Playoffs. She’s been a key piece 
for Canada’s national team since 
2016 and is competing in her 
second World Cup. Aaliyah Ed-
wards, who went to the Tokyo 
Olympics with Canada, received 
an invite to compete for a spot 
but withdrew due to academic 
obligations since she would’ve 
missed over two weeks of the 
fall semester. Williams is in her 
second major tournament with 
France after helping Les Blues 
to a bronze medal at the Tokyo 
Olympics. Though she was born 
in Sparks, Nevada, she still has 
family in France and is a dual 

citizen. This will be the first 
time that USA Basketball enters 
a major tournament without 
Sue Bird, who played in every 
Olympics and World Cup from 
2002 through the Tokyo Games. 
In addition, Diana Taurasi will 
miss a global championship for 
the first time since making her 
Olympic debut with Bird in 
2004. Taurasi suffered a sea-
son-ending quad injury during 
the WNBA season earlier this 
summer. The games begin as 
early as tonight, including team 
USA taking on Belgium at 9:30 
p.m.

Former UConn Husky Kiah Stokes, WNBA Champion! Congrats to Kiah and the @LVACES! PHOTO COURTESEY OF @LVACES ON TWITTER
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Evan’s Take: 
Retired NBA players are losing credibility 

When a retired NBA player 
wants to speak their mind on an 
issue in today’s league or even 
during their time in the NBA, 
people are going to listen. Who 
wouldn’t? These guys have been 
around the game, spoken to 
some of the greatest NBA play-
ers of all time, and are certain 
to have some interesting stories 
and opinions to tell.  

While some of that may be 
true, many retired players have 
taken their title too far with 
strong opinions that have no 
foundation. It’s not just one re-
tired player either. There are 
plenty to choose from.  

Now, I will leave this as a 
disclaimer: there are definitely 
players who have done the op-
posite and shown their credibil-
ity with detailed takes and great 
reasoning for these takes.  

J.J. Redick, in his post-playing 
career, has been a great example 
of a player-analyst and should 
serve as a model for how players 
should give their opinion after 
their career has ended. Regard-
less of whether you disagree 
with Redick’s takes or not, he 
has given great reasons for his 
opinions that are completely 
reasonable. Unlike Pierce who 
seem to give little to no back-
ing to their arguments, Redick 
is able to show his knowledge of 
the game in a reasonable man-
ner. 

Unfortunately, however, there 
are many players who don’t feel 
the need to give reasonable logic 
to their arguments and fail to 
follow the path of players like 
Redick.  

Take former all-star guard 
Gilbert Arenas for example. 
During Agent 0’s NBA career, 
he was known to have a fiery 
personality on the court and 
that has directly translated 

to his post-basketball career 
where he’s spoken on the cur-
rent landscape of basketball on 
his podcast, “No Chill.” How-
ever, just because you’re will-
ing to speak your mind on a 
topic doesn’t mean the argu-
ment is great. When Arenas 
talked about former MVP Gi-
annis Antetokounmpo and said 
he doesn’t know basketball, I 
stood in amazement. A former 
two time MVP and multi-time 
all-star doesn’t understand the 
game of basketball? However, it 
gets even worse. Arenas took it 
a step further and said, despite 
all of Antetokounmpo’s accom-
plishments throughout his time 
in the NBA, that the 27 year old 
doesn’t know how to be great.  

Despite Antetokounmpo’s 
legendary development 
throughout his time in the NBA 
and leading his team to a cham-
pionship, Arenas stood by his 
take. Despite Antetokounmpo 
continuing to get better whether 
that was improving his jump-
shot or enhancing his playmak-
ing, Arenas still felt the need to 
say this preposterous statement.  

As stated previously, Arenas 
isn’t the only former player who 
has felt the need to comment on 
the current state of basketball. 
I could choose plenty of play-
ers as examples, whether that’s 
Kendrick Perkins, Ryan Hol-
lins, or others. 

Some of the worst NBA 
takes have all been said by one 
player, and that’s Boston Celt-
ics legend Paul Pierce. Wheth-
er it’s having personal bias for 
himself or having a vendetta 
against players like Lebron 
James, Pierce’s takes have had 
NBA fans confused and be-
fuddled. Pierce’s horrendous 
opinions have ranged from 
saying the 2019 first round se-
ries between the Milwaukee 
Bucks and Boston Celtics was 
already decided after one game 
to saying Lebron James is not 

a top 5 player of all time after 
seeing The Last Dance, a docu-
mentary based on the life and 
career of NBA great Michael 
Jordan.  

Why is this such a big prob-
lem? Imagine you’re a casual 
fan and you want to learn more 
about the game of basketball 
through the eyes of players or 
analysts. You turn on an epi-
sode of a show like “First Take” 
and you see none other than one 

of the key reasons why retired 
players are losing their credibil-
ity post-retirement, Kendrick 
Perkins. 

The NBA has players in their 
post-retirement age giving out 
opinions that are simply pre-
posterous and it leaves many 
fans wondering which play-
ers to take seriously. Does this 
player have a vendetta against 
another? Do they really believe 
what they are saying?  

It’s now up to platforms like 
ESPN and TNT to stop giving 
these players their platforms to 
express these horrendous opin-
ions. These platforms should 
target players or analysts that 
exhibit knowledge of the game 
that has a solid foundation. In-
stead of giving these players 
an audience simply because of 
their playing career, fans should 
place more value to the argu-
ments of these players.

by Evan Rodriguez
STAFF WRITER 
he/him/his 
evan.2.rodriguez@uconn.edu 

In the span of two weeks, 
college football has seen two 
head coaches dismissed from 
two prominent programs. Af-
ter Arizona State opted to fire 
head coach Herm Edwards, he 
joined former Nebraska coach 
Scott Frost, who was fired by 
the university just a week prior 
to Edwards’ firing. However, if 
you were to start your own FBS 
program and needed a new 
head coach, would you choose 
between Frost or Edwards? 
Associate Sports Editor Strat-
ton Stave and Staff Writer Evan 
Rodriguez will look to put that 
question to rest in this week’s 
edition of point/counterpoint. 

Stratton: I’ll start off here by 
noting that neither choice is a 
particularly optimal choice. 
Neither option was really able 
to make it at a big school. How-
ever, the option that is clearly 
worse is Edwards, a coach 
that has never actually had 
significant success at the col-
lege level. Even at the ripe age 
of 68, this was his first college 
head coaching stint. It went 
about as poorly as ASU could 
hope, finishing with a record of 
26-20. He did all of the normal 
things, like beating rival Arizo-
na all four times, but he never 
took the team to the next level, 
reaching a maximum of eight 
wins. Along with not being able 
to post enough wins, he also 
struggled to follow rules. As re-
ported by The Athletic on Mon-
day, Edwards hosted a number 
of illegal events for recruits 
and the investigations for such 
events has further hurt recruit-
ing. The bottom line is that do-
ing the allegation limbo is only 

worthwhile if you’re pumping 
out 10-12 win seasons on the 
regular, he wasn’t doing any-
thing special and is also pretty 
old to start trying to teach him 
how to play the new recruit-
ing game. I’ll take the younger 
Frost, who has at least proven 
an ability to win with UCF.  

Evan: If I were starting my 
own FBS program, I too would 
be searching for options other 
than Frost or Edwards. How-
ever, I also wouldn’t be looking 
too highly at Frost. Even with 
his remarkable undefeated year 
with UCF in 2017, this is a guy 
who has not come close at all to 
repeating that success with Ne-
braska. 16-31 in his tenure with 
the program is certainly not 
very encouraging, especially if 
he’s getting a fresh start with 
my unproven program. While 
Edwards didn’t reach the next 
level with Arizona State, he was 
still able to do better than Frost 
did, including two 8-5 seasons. 
That may not be spectacular, 
but it’s still more consistent 
and recent than any of Frost’s 
Nebraska teams. That’s all 
without mentioning Edwards’ 
wealth of experience during his 
time in the NFL. I’m certainly 
not condoning any of Edwards’ 
illegal activities with recruits, 
but with the experience and 
skills that he has shown on the 
field, I’d settle for Edwards. 

Stratton: Yes, Frost’s debacle 
at Nebraska was far from im-
pressive. But as The Athletic’s 
Faux Pelini eloquently detailed 
last week, Nebraska football is 
not an easy job, nor was Frost 
appropriately equipped to han-
dle it. However, I’ll take Frost 
over Edwards any day, largely 
because of the job he did at 
UCF. He took over a team that 
went 0-12 the previous year 
and immediately got them to 
6-7 with an appearance in the 
Cure Bowl. He continued his 
upward trajectory, notching a 

perfect 13-0 “National Cham-
pionship” season in just his 
second year. For my unproven 
program, I’ll take the guy who 
went from zero to 13 wins in 
just two seasons. On top of that, 
it’s also critical to mention that 
Frost is 21 years younger than 
Edwards at 47. Although Ed-
wards produced a better record 
in his time coaching, he’s over 
the hill and has never taken 
his team to their full potential 
as a college head coach. Frost 
has done that, which is why I’m 
taking him. 

Evan: Even with Frost’s 
great coaching about UCF, I’d 
be hesitant to take the flier on 
Frost due to the allegations 

related to his own time at Ne-
braska. Frost, while at Ne-
braska, was known to show up 
late for practice and not make 
recruiting phone calls to better 
the program, according to Fan-
sided’s Husker Corner. This ul-
timately led to assistant coach-
es complaining about Frost to 
the athletic department and it 
eventually led to his departure. 
You can say what you want 
about Frost, but I don’t want 
a coach who is going to show 
little excitement for the job and 
give up on my players and staff. 
I want a guy who’s going to 
embrace being my head coach 
and show excitement not only 
around the team, but to every-

one in college football. That 
energy not only rubs off on any 
football staff, but also on the 
players. According to The Ath-
letic’s Doug Haller, that’s ex-
actly what Edwards displayed 
during his tenure at Arizona 
State, labeling him as “a gentle-
man in an ego-dominated pro-
fession.” While Edwards was 
only able to net a constant 7-8 
win peak in college, a combina-
tion of consistency along with 
the energy of Edwards dur-
ing his time at Arizona State 
makes me lean more towards 
Edwards, especially if Frost 
would exhibit the same atti-
tude he presented at Nebraska 
at my FBS program.

by Stratton Stave, 
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR, 
he/him/his
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

and Evan Rodriguez, 
STAFF WRITER
he/him/his
evan.2.rodriguez@uconn.edu 

Point/Counterpoint: 
Would you rather have Herm Edwards 
or Scott Frost as your new head coach?

The “SHOWTIME” @lackers got back together in Maui! PHOTO COURTESEY OF @NBAHISTORY ON INSTAGRAM 

Since hiring Scott Frost in 2018, the Huskers are 5-21 in one-score games. That’s the worst record 
in FBS over that span. PHOTO COURTESY OF @ESPNCFB ON TWITTER
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Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept

WNBA
@WNBA
For the first time in franchise history, the 
@LVAces are #WNBA Champs defeating 
the Connecticut Sun 3-1 in the #WNBAFi-
nals 

SportsCenter 
@SportsCenter
CARDINALS SCOOP-AND-SCORE FOR 
THE WIN IN OT 

@uconnhuskies
Another day closer... 
@uconnwhoc vs. RIT | Friday 6 p.m.
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Upcoming Games

Men’s Soccer
Sunday 

1 1

vs.

Women’s soccer, 7:30 p.m. Thursday
Omaha, Neb

vs.

Volleyball, 6 p.m. Friday

South Orange, N.J.

Husky History No. 8: Will 
Beatty

by Jonathan Synott
SPORTS EDITOR
he/him/his
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu

Hello all, and welcome back 
to Husky History, a new column 
focusing on one accomplished 
UConn athlete per week. Each 
article should detail the athlete’s 
accolades at Connecticut, as 
well as their ability to take their 
games to the professional level. 

This week’s Husky History 
focuses on UConn football leg-
end Will Beatty. While many 
knew him as a dominant offen-
sive tackle in the old Big East, 
Beatty’s journey extends be-
yond Rentschler Field. 

Growing up in York, Penn-
sylvania, Beatty was raised by 
his parents, Keith and Sylvia. 
Beatty grew up in a very spiri-
tual household, with both of his 
parents running Mission Home 
Ministries where they worked 
with troubled children. After 
Beatty graduated from high 
school, his parents decided to 
move west, starting the Believ-
er’s Fellowship of Arizona in 
Chandler, Arizona. 

“She had this vision,” said Be-
atty’s younger brother Charles 
for the New York Times. “She 
wanted to start a church in Ari-
zona. So they packed up and 
moved.” 

As a child, Beatty was able to 
explore many of his passions, 
including fashion, art, music, 
cooking and sports. He found 
himself particularly active in 
the latter, attending William 
Penn High School, earning 
seven varsity letters across foot-
ball, basketball and track. The 
young star played center for the 
basketball team and tried four 
different positions in football: 
defensive end, defensive tackle, 
tight end and offensive tackle. A 
true student-athlete, Beatty also 
was a member of the Future 
Leaders of America and named 
to the Honor Roll. 

Coming out of high school, 
Beatty didn’t garner a ton of 
interest from college football 
programs, earning an art schol-
arship offer before receiving his 
offer from the University of 
Connecticut and head coach 
Randy Edsall. Looking back, 
Edsall recalled Beatty’s parents 
telling him, “Hey, Randy, you 
do whatever you need to do to 
make him a man, and you have 
our blessing.” 

A raw talent, Beatty took 
some time to develop. He red-
shirted his freshman year in 
Storrs, the first season that Con-
necticut played football in the 
Big East Conference. In 2005, 
the Pennsylvania product 
started to really make an 
impact for the Huskies, 
protecting the quarterback 
duo of Matt Bonislawksi 
and D.J. Hernandez’s 
blind side at left tackle 
for eight games, start-
ing four. 

The starting role 
was officially Beatty’s 
in his junior year. He 
played well in the first 
five games of the year, 
but on Oct. 7, 2006, Be-
atty broke his leg in a 
game at USF and missed 
the rest of the season. 

2007 saw the senior take yet 
another big leap. With his dura-
bility in question, Beatty started 
all 13 games at left tackle for 
Connecticut, earning a shared 
game ball with the rest of the of-
fensive line and getting another 
all to himself in a 38-0 win over 
the University of Maine. His 
fifth year again was a step up, 
improving nearly every aspect 
of his game. His draft stock 
soared, with some sources pro-
jecting Beatty to go as early as 
the first round. The Huskies did 
well too, getting the program 
to their third bowl game ever, 
a 38-20 win over the Buffalo 
Bulls. Beatty paved the way for 
Connecticut running back Don-
ald Brown to run for 261 yards, 
earning player of the game hon-
ors. 

While Beatty had quite the 
production on the field, he also 
had production off the field - of 
food, that is. A cook at heart, 
the offensive tackle was known 
for cooking dishes for his Hus-
ky teammates, including on 
Thanksgiving, when so many 
of them couldn’t go enjoy dinner 
with their families. 

“I do the fried chicken, the 
baked chicken, the baked fish,” 
Beatty said. “I like to make the 
sweet potatoes and the yams and 
the macaroni and cheese, the 
collard greens, the cabbage, the 
rice puddings, the cheesecakes. 
Stuff like that… It’s a great way 
to bond with your teammates, 
actually. You’re more at ease on 
a full stomach.” 

Just before graduating from 
UConn with a degree in Hu-
man Development a n d 
Family Stud-
ies, Beatty was 
drafted by the 
New York Gi-
ants with the 

60th overall pick in the 2009 
NFL Draft, a second-round 
selection. There was a direct 
connection from college to NFL 
coaches, with Edsall working 
under then-head coach Tom 
Coughlin at Boston College and 
for the Jacksonville Jaguars. 
Edsall gave Beatty the highest 
of praise. 

“I said, ‘Coach, you’ve got 
to understand, this guy hasn’t 
even got close to where he’s 
maxed out,’ ” recalled Edsall. 
“He has so much ahead of him. 
In your type of program, he can 
flourish.” 

New York saw mixed results 
from Beatty for the first couple 
of years, having him spot-start 
at tackle in 2009 and 2010. In 
2011, the UConn star had his 
best season to date derailed by 
a detached retina, starting the 
first 10 games of the year and 
earning a 74.7 PFF grade for his 
efforts. That year, the Giants 
won their second title in five 
years, giving Beatty his first 
NFL Championship ring. 

From 2012 to 2014, Beatty en-
joyed an even more successful 
stretch, starting 47 of 48 games 
for the Giants, despite break-
ing his leg at the end of the 2013 
season. He resigned with the 
Giants after the 2012 season on a 
five-year deal worth up to $38.75 
million. 

After a torn pectoral injury 
caused by lifting weights took 
him out of the 
2015 season, 
the Giants 
decided to 
part ways 
with Beat-
ty the fol-
lowing 
s e a -
s o n . 

While resigning later that year, 
the big man played a smaller 
role, featuring in six games 
behind new first round talent 
Ereck Flowers. It was time for 
Beatty to leave New York, join-
ing the rival Philadelphia Eagles 
for the 2017 season, his last in 
the league. While only playing 

in one game, he earned his 
s e c o n d 

N F L 
r i n g , 
a s 

the Eagles took down the New 
England Patriots for their first 
Super Bowl victory. 

After his playing days were 
over, Beatty had more time to 
spend with his wife Rebecca 
and their two daughters, Ales-
sandra Chloe and Victoria Zoe. 
He was also able to explore his 
many other interests, enter-
ing the fashion world when he 
launched the William Beatty 

Apparel Company.

In 2011, the UConn star had 
his best season to date 
derailed by a detached 

retina, starting the first 
10 games of the year and 
earning a 74.7 PFF grade 

for his efforts. That year, 
the Giants won their 

second title in five years, 
giving Beatty his first NFL 

Championship ring. 
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