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National News Beat: Juul busted, Britain’s New Prime Minister, 
the first hurricane of the season and Republicans midterm bid
by Colin Piteo
ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR
he/him/his
colin.piteo@uconn.edu

 JUUL BUSTED OVER ADVERTISING TO KIDS
On Tuesday, the AP report-

ed that Juul agreed to a deal 
in which it would pay $440 
million as part of a settle-
ment to 33 states following 
two years of investigation. 
The settlement culminated 
in Connecticut where CT At-
torney General William Tong 
announced the settlement in 
conjunction with the 33 other 
states and Puerto Rico. Juul 
still faces numerous lawsuits 
from nine other states as well 
as litigation from individuals 
affected by the company.  

State investigations re-
vealed that Juul marketed its 
products to underage teens 
through launch parties and 
social media posts made for 
the under-age demographic.  

The money from the inves-
tigation will be paid out over 
a period of six to 10 years, of 
which $16 million will go to-
wards prevention and educa-
tion. This announcement fol-
lows a turbulent summer for 
the Juul company after the 
FDA banned all Juul products 
from going to market.  

BRITAIN’S NEW PRIME MINISTER
On Monday, Britain se-

lected a new Prime Minister 
to replace outgoing PM Boris 
Johnson. Johnson was driven 
out of office by Conservative 
Party leaders because of his 
administration’s scandalous 
reputation and low approval 
ratings.  

Truss enters the office with 
historically low expectations, 
with only 12% believing that 
she will be a good prime min-
ister, according to Bloomberg. 
Many have noted her similar-
ity to previous popular Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, 

with many photo ops and ap-
pearances mirroring some of 
Thatcher’s most famous pho-
tos, according to NBC News.  

Truss was Johnson’s Sec-
retary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Develop-
ment Affairs. In this capacity 
she manages the international 
relations of Britain and meet-
ing with foreign leaders. She 
will be the third woman to 
head the British government 
following Margaret Thatcher 
from 1979 to 1990 and Theresa 
May from 2016 to 2019.

HURRICANE DANIELLE FIRST OF A CALM SEASON
The hurricane season has 

been slow this year, with no 
major storms forming in the At-
lantic. This changed last week 
when on Friday when Tropical 

REPUBLICANS PUSH FOR MIDTERMS
Republican senatorial hopes 

have been grim over the sum-
mer with Pennsylvania senate 
candidate Dr. Mehmet Oz see-
ing five point deficits against 
opponent John Fetterman, Ar-
izona candidate Blake Masters 
seeing a four point deficit to 
opponent Mark Kelly, and toss 
ups in unlikely states such as 
Wisconsin and Georgia where 
the margin between candi-
dates was less than one point, 
FiveThirtyEight stated. 

NBC News reported that Re-
publicans plan to “bombard” 
airwaves with ads for senate 
candidates just 10 weeks be-
fore the election. Republicans 
plan to tie Democratic candi-
dates to Joe Biden and infla-
tion, with a heavy emphasis on 

cultural issues such as school 
curriculum and immigration.  

In August, Republican sen-
ate leader Mitch McConnel sig-
naled to lower Republicans ex-
pectations for Senate control, 
saying that a flip of the house 
was more likely than a flip in 
the senate.  

“I think there’s probably a 
greater likelihood the House 
flips than the Senate. Sen-
ate races are just different — 
they’re statewide, candidate 
quality has a lot to do with the 
outcome,” McConnell said.  

According to NBC News, this 
new strategy is seen as a reset 
for Republicans going into the 
final stretch of the campaign, 
but many experts believe that 
it may be too late.

Storm Danielle strengthened to 
a hurricane, the first of the sea-
son to do so, according to NPR.  

It has been a historically quiet 
season with no major storm 

formation during the entirety 
of August. The last time this oc-
curred was in 1997 when there 
was only one major hurricane. 
Since 1950, there have only been 

three similar hurricane seasons 
on record.  

Experts warn that while this 
year’s hurricane season might 
be more calm, it shouldn’t be 

expected to be the norm, with 
climate change fueling more 
storms and that the storms that 
do form will be stronger, ac-
cording to NPR.

Juul Labs Vape/Electronic Cigarette Device. The image shows the device and additional flavored 
pods. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR

Juul pod box warning. Lable 
reads, “This product contains 
nicotine. Nicotine is an addic-
tive chemical. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Three different hurricanes forming over the ocean 
PHOTO COURTESY OF STOCKVAULT.NET

(Below) New Prime Minister 
Liz Truss. Liz Truss talks with 
Foreign Minister Toshimitsu.

PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR

(Above) Former Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson. Johnson 
travels to Stromont Northern 
Ireland.
PHOTO COURTESY OF FLICKR
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‘Elvis’ has not left the 

The film “Elvis” came out 
this year in 2022 and is a bio-
graphical musical drama film 
directed by Baz Luhrmann. 
It follows the life of rock and 
roll icon, singer and actor 
Elvis Presley told from the 
perspective of his manager, 
Colonel Tom Parker. “Elvis” 
stars Austin Butler as Elvis 
Presley alongside the great 
Tom Hanks, who plays El-
vis’s manager, Colonel Tom 
Parker.  

The film’s story deepens 
into the complicated relation-
ship between Presley and 
Parker over 20 years, from 
Presley’s rise to fame to deal-
ing with the evolving culture 
of America. One of the most 
important and inf luential 
people in Elvis’s life, Priscilla 
Presley, is central to Presley’s 
journey and is played by Ol-
ivia DeJonge.  

From appearing in Disney 
and Nickelodeon shows like 
“iCarly,” “Hannah Montana” 
and “Zoey 101,” Austin Butler 
has come a long way before 
taking on the role of such an 
iconic figure; he did not dis-
appoint with what I believe is 
the performance of the year. 
When watching Butler on 

screen, you almost forget it’s 
him and not Elvis himself. 
You can tell the time and ded-
ication he put into preparing 
for the role. Butler captures 
the same twinkle and in-
nocent look in his eyes that 
Elvis himself had when you 
look at old photos or videos. 
The director Baz Luhrmann 
praises the young star in an 
interview with IndieWire.  

“Honestly, I put him 
through the wringer, but he 
lived Elvis. What he’s man-
aged to do is not do an imper-
sonation, but to live Elvis, to 
the extent that he’s human-
ized him,” Luhrmann said.   

Butler’s commitment on-
screen draws audiences in 
and I believe he has an Acad-
emy Award for the best actor 
coming his way.  

Butler mastered Elvis’s 
mannerisms and dance moves 
down to a science. One scene 
was especially powerful and 
beautifully shot; I realized 
Butler cemented himself as 
Elvis during the ‘68 Come-
back Special sequence when 
Elvis sang “If I Can Dream” 
on national TV. The song 
was written in response to 
the assassinations of Robert 
Kennedy and Martin Luther 
King, which had happened a 
few months prior. The song’s 
meaning consists of the wish 

for a better world where 
there is peace in harmony, 
and Butler demonstrates the 
same passion and pain Elvis 
showed in the replication of 
this performance. I am guilty 
of walking around the house 
belting out the lyrics, “While 
I can stand, while I can walk, 
while I can dream,” because 
that is how much I, along 
with millions of other fans, 
loved the music and scene. 

Baz Luhrmann is another 
person I want to praise be-
cause of his brilliant directing 
style. Every scene in this film 
is beautifully shot and so elab-
orate. I couldn’t think of any 
other director to better depict 
Elvis’s life than Luhrmann. 
His cinematic language has 
advanced through his films 
as technology evolves and 
audiences become more mod-
ern. Luhrmann’s storytelling 
techniques make the audi-
ence feel like they are a part 
of the film.  

One reason why the film 
“Elvis” is so good is how it 
sends the message to audi-
ences and myself to be a mav-
erick and embrace your own 
style. “Elvis” touches the 
hearts of lifelong fans and 
brings in a new age of fans 
to appreciate the music and 
style for the “King of Rock ‘n’ 
Roll”.

by Xander Serrano
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
alexander.serrano@uconn.edu

Rating: 5/5

ILLUSTRATION BY KAITLYN TRAN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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building quite yet 

PHOTO COURTESY OF @ELVISMOVIE ON INSTAGRAM
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COME SEE US AT THE COME SEE US AT THE 
INVOLVEMENT FAIR!INVOLVEMENT FAIR!

2-7 p.m. on Fairfield Way!2-7 p.m. on Fairfield Way!

TODAY!!!TODAY!!!

ILLUSTRATION BY KAITLYN TRAN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS



Wednesday, September 7, 2022 • DailyCampus.com07

O
ver the past several months of a war 
in Ukraine and the highly-visible 
economic and political consequenc-
es stemming from it — either as a 
direct effect or under a pretext for 
raising prices in domestic markets 

— many important issues have been consigned to a 
lower priority of attention and coverage. Possibly the 
most significant of these topics sent to the backburner 
are climate and environmental justice, the continued 
relevance of which is once again on display.  

Abroad, the South Asian nation of Pakistan is experi-
encing a third month of heavy rains and flooding whose 
peak has submerged nearly one-third of the country 
underwater. The country’s usual monsoon rainfall has 
been exacerbated by climate change through phenom-
ena such as glacial melting. As the homes of millions are 
reduced to rubble in a country whose carbon emissions 
comprise no more than 1% of the global total, the glaring 
inequities of climate change become increasingly clear.  

Accordingly, all segments of high-emitting society, 
from the quiet suburban neighborhood to a bustling 
university such as ours, must alter our institutions to 
combat the climate crisis to the greatest extent. The mere 
act of having an Office of Sustainability is not a viable 
tool against the ongoing climate crisis, nor is publiciz-
ing a list of accolades awarded to our “Green Leader” 
university. Appearance is no substitute for action; fur-
thermore, far more productive than putting on airs for 
alumni and donors would be showing transparency on 
the University of Connecticut’s own inability to swiftly 
and effectively make good on its climate change com-
mitments as outlined by the President’s Working Group 
on Sustainability, commissioned in winter of 2020 after 
sustained efforts by students for their university to 
adopt a zero-carbon plan. At this juncture, it is neither 
possible nor responsible to hide behind the accusation 
that activists are “letting perfect be the enemy of good.” 
Any actions that do not establish a strong foundation for 
a fossil fuel-free university are negligible while UConn’s 
power is still supported by Eversource, Connecticut’s 
largest power company with a geographic monopoly on 
providing fossil fuel energy. Highlighting this connec-
tion in the context of the climate crisis, however, does 
not provide as rosy an image of a sustainable university 
as being dubbed a “Cool School” by the Sierra Club. 

Another critical obstacle in the way of a wholly renew-
able university is the continued use and maintenance 
of UConn’s Co-Generation facility, an on-campus pow-
er-generating plant which uses fossil fuels. As things 
stand, there is no democratic conversation between 
administrators, students, faculty and campus workers 
about what should become of this facility — that is, if 
it should be phased out or not. Every moment that the 
Co-Generation plant continues to run is a moment that 
UConn students should worry for our progress towards 
a zero-carbon institution; better yet, it should prompt 
all of us to consider our potential role in university-wide 
struggles to eliminate fossil fuels at UConn, namely by 
exploring the multitude of committed student organiza-
tions dedicated to stewarding this movement. Today’s 
involvement fair is, after all, the perfect time to do this. 

The bare minimum that can be accomplished by the 
university on a short-term basis is including students 
— not just those in established trustee or student govern-
ment positions — in conversations around sustainability 
and renewable energy. The absence of transparency 
and communication toward the UConn community 
should be hugely alarming, as it demonstrates  that 
the university is not willing to share its progress on 
combating its role in the climate crisis. Looking at it 
less charitably, all we see is an abject lack of progress. 
Students must be active participants in efforts to make 
UConn a completely sustainable institution. 

Editorial

UConn 
isn’t fooling 
anyone over 
sustainability

 editorial board: 

Harrison Raskin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  editor-in-chief

Madeline Papcun. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  opinion editor

Nell Srinath . . . . . . . associate  opinion  editor

Owen Silverman. . . . . . . . . .. weekly columnist

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed by individual 
writers in the opinion section do not reflect the views and opin-
ions of The Daily Campus or other staff members. Only articles 
labeled “Editorial” are the official opinions of The Daily Campus.

Inside Inside 
Maddie’s MindMaddie’s Mind

Last month, as summer came 
to a close and the fall semester 
grew closer and closer, I found 
myself in a persistent weird 
mood. This is not a new phe-
nomenon of course, as the 
transitory periods of life 
are seemingly meant to 
make you feel weird. 
But, as a sentimen-
tal person, I always 
find myself look-
ing back at things 
that are now past 
as I step through 
new doorways. 
I instinctively 
watch over my 
shoulder un-
til the door is 
securely shut. 
It’s an inter-
esting dichot-
omy of want-
ing closure, 
making sure 
each end is 
tied up into a 
neat bow, but 
still not want-
ing to let go en-
tirely. 

For example, 
leaving my in-
ternship was a 
particularly bit-
tersweet feeling. I 
had spent the last 
10 weeks working 
intensively with one 
supervisor on a small 
team – we joked we could 
finally call ourselves a de-
partment when I joined, as it 
was just my supervisor before – 
and I wasn’t sure if I was ready to 
move on. Luckily, my supervisor 
told me to keep in touch, and for 
once, I took comfort in this. I’ll be 
the first to admit that previously, 
upon hearing “keep in touch,” 
I would always say I would do 
so, never intending to reach out 
again. It’s not that I didn’t like 
these people, I just never took 
the time to send the follow-up 
texts, or ask how people were do-
ing when not actively involved 
with them anymore. I only saw it 
as another task to add to my list, 
and would let the stress of send-
ing the perfect text overwhelm 
me. I’m beginning to think this 
was the wrong attitude though.  

Throughout the course of my 
life I have received immense help 
from mentors and role models, 
such as my internship supervisor 

this summer. The fact that this is 
the case is a blessing, and thus 
something I try to remind myself 
of often. I wouldn’t be here, in 
college, without the role models 
I’ve worked with, let alone writ-
ing for t h i s 

news- paper. 
I’m starting to realize that these 
connections I’ve built are vital, 
or at the very least, important 
enough to maintain.  

Working with my internship 
supervisor this summer gave me 
the best experience I could ask 
for as an emerging adult. It was 
essentially a mini-launch into 
the world, with someone watch-
ing to make sure I did alright on 
my own. I think of it like jumping 
into the deep end of a pool – yes, 
I know how to swim and would 
probably have been okay, but 
having a lifeguard there watch-
ing was a comforting feeling.  

This goes back to the idea of 
“just needing someone to take a 
chance on you.” 

You can have all the potential in 
the world, and every skill in the 
book perfectly curated to back-
up that potential, but the journey 
is still going to be a million times 
easier if you have a hand to guide 
you along the way. With that be-
ing said, you should keep in touch 
with these role models when giv-

en the chance. Yes, drafting the 
“How are you?” text can be 

a little scary, but there is 
no harm in reaching out. 

At the very least, send 
a thank you message, 

so they know their 
work helping you 

did not go unno-
ticed. And in the 
future, update 
them on what 
you’re up to! Es-
pecially here, 
I promise I 
practice what 
I preach now-
adays – I’ll be 
sending this 
column to my 
s u p e r v i s o r 
the second it’s 
on the web-
site! 

F u r t h e r -
more, in re-
f lecting on 
the help I have 

received from 
mentors in the 

past, I do also 
try to be that 

person for others 
when the opportu-

nity arises, and you 
should too. For ex-

ample, don’t just hold a 
leadership position, be a 

true leader. Be approach-
able, showing actively that 

you want to help those under 
you do well, and follow through 
on your promises. As simple as 
it sounds, help others when you 
can. If you have expertise, share 
it! Hopefully, role models will 
spread like wildfire.  

There is no shame in asking for 
or receiving help. And further, 
there is no shame in acknowledg-
ing the help you have received 
from others throughout your 
life. So ask for help! Benefit from 
it! Meet with mentors and take 
notes in those meetings. Apply 
their advice to your life, then go 
back to them and let them know 
what worked. Talk about why 
other things didn’t work and 
how to improve them. Build rela-
tionships and foster connections 
so you always have someone to 
turn to, and do the same for oth-
ers when you can. 

by Madeline Papcun
OPINION EDITOR
she/her/hers
madeline.papcun@uconn.edu

On mentors and being On mentors and being 
one yourselfone yourself

COMIC BY VAN NGUYEN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Sudoku

UConn students Shane Sullivan, Will Torpey, Nate Coe and Matthew Morgan don’t mind the rain as they play a game of Spikeball on the lawn outside the Student Union 
on Tuesday, Sept. 6, 2022. PHOTO BY SOFIA SAWCHUK, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

COMIC BY VAN NGUYEN, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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UConn in the Pros: 
Springer looking to break slump
by Nick Spinali
He/Him/His
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
nicholas.spinali@uconn.edu

Sue Bird and Breanna 
Stewart, Seattle Storm 

 With the help of both Bird 
and Stewart, two UConn wom-
en’s basketball icons, the Se-
attle Storm have managed to 
fight their way deep into the 
WNBA postseason. They swept 
the Washington Mystics 2-0 to 
advance past round one of the 
playoffs and find themselves in 
a semifinal date with the top-
seeded Las Vegas Aces. After 
winning game one of the series, 
the Storm yielded their next two 
games to the Aces and found 
themselves down 2-1 heading 
into a win-or-go-home game on 
Tuesday night. Though the fate 
of that game will have already 
been decided by the time of pub-
lication of this article, Seattle 
can hardly blame their deficit 
on the performances of Bird 
and Stewart. Stewart scored 
24 points and had six rebounds 
while Bird recorded 12 assists 
in that Game 1 victory. The pair 
followed up their act with per-
formances of 32 points by Stew-
art and an all-around show-
ing (six points, six assists, four 
rebounds) by Bird in a narrow 
78-73 loss in Game 2. In Game 
3, Stewart and Bird had per-
haps their best combined stat 
line of the postseason. Stewart 
managed 20 points to go with 15 
rebounds and six assists in ad-
dition to the 17 points and eight 
assists recorded by Bird in the 
110-98 overtime loss. Should 
the Storm fail to force a decisive 
Game 5 by winning on Tuesday 
night, then Bird would have 
played her final WNBA game 
after she announced back in 
June that the 2022 season would 
be her last. After a storied col-
lege and professional career, 
Bird is a surefire hall-of-famer 
and will be eligible for enshrine-
ment in the National Basketball 
Hall of Fame in 2027. 

George Springer, OF, 
Toronto Blue Jays 

 Springer has been hot for the 
better part of the last month. In 
his last 30 games through Tues-
day afternoon, the slugging out-

fielder has put together a batting 
average of .306 with a couple 
of home runs and 18 runs bat-
ted in. However, his last month 
of action has been plagued by 
the rough stretch that Springer 
currently finds himself in: in 
his last 31 at-bats, Springer is 
hitting only .161 with one RBI. 
In his prior 31 at-bats, Springer 
managed to slash .483 with eight 
RBIs and a whopping 10 more 
hits than he’s managed in his 
current stretch. Many believe 
that Springer has simply lost his 
plate discipline and is chasing 
pitches that aren’t strikes. He’ll 
need to readjust his approach 
and do a better job of recogniz-
ing pitches if he wants to pro-
duce at his typical level. While 
the Blue Jays have managed to 
continue to win games without 
the star production that they’ve 
grown accustomed to expecting 
from their starting center field-
er, a turnaround from Springer 
would bode well for Toronto’s 
playoff hopes. After victories 
in their previous five contests, 
the Blue Jays have secured sole 
possession of the third and fi-
nal American League wild card 
position and have a 4.5 game 
lead over the next-place Bal-
timore Orioles. With aspira-
tions of chasing a World Series 
title, having a more-disciplined 
Springer will do wonders for a 
dangerous Toronto lineup that 
includes stars Vladimir Guer-
rero Jr., Bo Bichette and Teoscar 
Hernández. 

In other news… Andre 
Blake, GK, Philadelphia 
Union 

 Last Wednesday marked a 
special day for Philadelphia 
Union goalkeeper Andre Blake 
as he made his 200th MLS reg-
ular season start. The former 
first overall selection in the 
2014 MLS SuperDraft, Blake 
has spent nine seasons with the 
Union. Over those nine seasons, 
he has amassed three MLS All-
Star Appearances, two MLS 
Goalkeeper of the Year Awards 
and owns most of the major re-
cords for goalkeepers in Union 
history. 

Philadelphia Union Major League Soccer goalkeeper Andre Blake back in 2015 while playing for UConn. He went on to be the first UConn player to ever 
be drafted number one. 
PHOTOGRAPH BY STEVE SLADE ’89 (SFA) FOR UCONN/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Seattle Storm forward Breanna Stewert during her senior year at UConn back in 2016.
PHOTO BY THE DAILY CAMPUS

Toronto Blue Jays outfielder George Springer during his junior year at UConn during the 2011 
spring season. PHOTO BY STEVE SLADE ’89 (SFA) FOR UCONN/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Photo of the Day | Back for Game 2

The UConn football team takes on Central Connecticut State University at Pratt & Whitney Stadium at Rentschler Field in their second game of the season on Saturday 
Sept. 4. The Huskies beat the Blue Devils 28-3, and will play their next game against Syracuse on Saturday, Sept. 10. PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Around the Northeast CFB: 
PittsburghPittsburgh runs away with  ‘Backyard Brawl’‘Backyard Brawl’ 
by Stratton Stave
He/Him/His
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
stratton.stave@uconn.edu

No. 17 Pitt 38, 
West Virginia 31 

On Thursday night, old Big 
East foes Pitt and West Vir-
ginia faced off in the “Backyard 
Brawl,” one of the most antici-
pated matchups of the week. The 
Panthers grabbed a touchdown 
lead going into the fourth quar-
ter thanks to rushing scores 
from Daniel Carter and Rodney 
Hammond. Within the first five 
minutes of the final frame, JT 
Daniels got one by air and one on 
the ground to flip the lead in the 
Mountaineers’ direction. They 
weren’t able to hold on though, 
as Pitt answered with an Israel 
Abanikanda touchdown grab 
and M.J. Devonshire pick-six in 
the final minutes to take home 
their first victory of the season. 
The nationally ranked Panthers 
have a chance to be special this 
year, even without drafted QB, 
Kenny Pickett.  

Maryland 31, 
Buffalo 10

In another inner-northeast 
contest, Maryland played Buf-
falo in a game that didn’t prove 
to be too competitive. The Terps 
got the first three scores thanks 
to a pair of running touchdowns 
and a field goal. Buffalo re-
sponded with six of their own, 
but it proved not to be enough, 
as Maryland started each of the 
next two quarters with a touch-
down. These scores effectively 
iced the game, but the lack of 
offense from the Bulls put them 
completely out of the game. 
Maryland will have a chance to 
break into the top 25 this year 
with a talented core and games 
against four ranked Big 10 teams 
to prove themselves.  

Rutgers 22, 
Boston College 21 

Although both teams are in 
the bottom half of the FBS in 
FPI, this was one of the better 
games of the week, going back 
and forth and coming down to 
the wire. Boston College’s Zay 
Flowers connected with Phil 
Jurkovec two times in the first 
half on passing touchdowns, 
giving the Eagles a 14-6 lead 
going into the half. The teams 
traded touchdowns, but another 
failed PAT gave BC a nine point 
lead midway through the third. 
The Scarlet Knights responded 
in a big way in the final 16 min-
utes, with a Al-Shadee Salaam 
touchdown and a field goal to 
take the one point win. Rutgers 
shouldn’t do amazing this year, 
but the win to start it off is en-
couraging and good for North-
east football.  

Tulane 42, 
UMass 10 

UMass continued their run 
of poor football under new 
head coach Dom Brown, get-
ting whacked in their season 
opener against Tulane, a mid-
dling FBS team. At the start of 
the second quarter, the Minute-
men tied things up thanks to 
a Gino Campiotti touchdown 
run, but that was about it for 
their offense. The Green Wave 
proceeded to outscore UMass 
35-3 in an effort that was unin-
spiring. UMass is going to be 
an important team for UConn 
to watch, as one of the Huskies’ 
only chances for a victory this 
year. The Minutemen will travel 
to East Hartford, Connecticut 
for an early-November Friday 
Night Lights contest.  

College Football is back, baby! We just finished off the first week of full college football action and it was awesome. There were 
a number of great games, controversial finishes and missed PATs to tie the game late, making for an exciting weekend. Although the 
Northeast isn’t necessarily known for their football, it still provides a lot of it and plenty of great matchups. Let’s take some time to re-
view the best of the best and some other matchups that should interest UConn fans… 

Delaware 14, 
Navy 7 

In College Football’s second 
FCS victory over an FBS team 
this year, Northeast Delaware 
used their fantastic defense to 
capture a win against Navy. 
It was Ryan Carty’s Delaware 
coaching debut and he made 
the most of it in front of 30,000 
Navy fans. A fumble on the 
opening play from scrimmage 
of the year gave Delaware the 
ball just 21 yards away and it 
took just one attempt to score. 
Neither team was able to score 
except for a 40 second period 
in the third frame, when both 
teams found the end zone. An 
impressive defensive run in the 
fourth kept things at 14-7, keep-
ing Navy winless in their only 
chance against an FCS team.

An overhead photo of Acrisure Stadium, home of the Pittsburgh Panthers.  PHOTO COURTESY OF @PITT_FB ON TWITTER
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T h e 
Clevela nd 
C av a l i e r s 
was a 
team that 
was years 
off from 
having a 
c h a n c e 
to contend in a deep Eastern 
Conference with teams like the 
Miami Heat and Milwaukee 
Bucks. Ever since the depar-
ture of Lebron James, the Cav-
aliers have fought hard to as-
semble pieces to have a chance 
at their second franchise cham-
pionship. While they may still 
be a little far-off, one trade 
helped Cleveland take a huge 
step forward. 

Specifically, one man has 
made the Cavaliers climb the 
standings in a sudden turn of 
events. That’s Donovan Mitch-
ell, the former Utah Jazz multi-
time all-star shooting guard 
that came to Cleveland to team 
up with a deep roster of talent-
ed and young stars. 

Does Mitchell alone make 
Cleveland a top 5 team in the 
Eastern Conference? I’d argue 
that there’s no barring any 
sweeping changes to the cur-
rent landscape of the East. 

To at least be the fifth seed 
in the East, I’d argue that there 
are four teams to beat. Those 
teams are the Toronto Raptors, 
Chicago Bulls, Brooklyn Nets 
and Atlanta Hawks. But what 
about the other four teams in 
the Eastern Conference? 

Miami, with its core of Jim-
my Butler, Bam Adebayo and 
Tyler Herro make it incred-
ibly difficult for the Cavaliers 
to not only guard, but also 
score on. Butler remains a de-
fensive force and should cause 
problems for Mitchell, while 
Adebayo counters an emerging 
young talent in Evan Mobley. 
Even with Darius Garland, Mi-
ami’s depth on the bench with 
Victor Oladipo, Max Strus and 
more give the Heat the edge if 
the two were to meet in a seven-
game series. 

Giannis Antetokounmpo 
makes Milwaukee a dangerous 
lineup and other than Mob-
ley and potentially Jarrett Al-

len, he’s a huge mismatch for 
Cleveland. With Jrue Holiday’s 
defensive abilities and Khris 
Middleton as a huge offensive 
weapon for Milwaukee, the 
Bucks can play the same lineup 
and still be out of reach of an 
improved Cavaliers lineup. 

The Boston Celtics, with 
their acquisition of Malcom 
Brogdon, brings in an im-
proved offense that should al-
low them to remain competi-
tive in their quest to return to 
the Finals and bring home a 
ring. Combine that with the 
duo of Jayson Tatum and Jay-
len Brown that only get better 
each year and Boston should 
certainly have the upper hand 
against Cleveland’s lineup. 

The Philadelphia 76ers with 
Joel Embiid and James Harden 
may look better on paper, but 
there’s certainly potential for 
the Cavaliers to eclipse the 
76ers in the standings if poten-
tial injuries were to come to Em-
biid, a problem that the MVP 
candidate has struggled with 
throughout his career. Harden, 
even in a down year, is always 
one of the toughest players in 
the league to guard and pro-
vides problems for Cleveland’s 
own guard defense. With the 
level of talent that Philadelphia 
brings in, and the acquisition 
of Montrezl Harrell to anchor a 
strong frontcourt, Philadelphia 
may be out of reach in 2023. 

Examining the rest of the 
Eastern Conference, it be-
comes clear that Cleveland has 
the pieces on their roster to 
beat any of these teams, even 
a star-studded Brooklyn Nets 
team that brings back Kevin 
Durant and Kyrie Irving after 
the two were involved in trade 
rumors throughout the offsea-
son.  

For Brooklyn, head coach 
Steve Nash has not been able to 
unlock the full capabilities of 

an offense that has seen Durant 
do most of the work. Irving, 
with his own missed time from 
the team due to injury, may not 
be someone that the Nets can 
count on. Ben Simmons is a 
huge question mark as he looks 
to appear in NBA action. 

That’s all without mention-
ing team chemistry issues. 
With how much tension Brook-
lyn may be facing currently, 
it makes it harder to argue for 
them over a Cavaliers team 
that is only going to get bet-
ter with Mobley going into his 
sophomore season and Mitch-
ell being added to an entertain-
ing offense.  

Moving forward to the 
Hawks, who brought in an ex-
citing guard in Dejounte Mur-
ray, the main key for Cleveland 
is outperforming Atlanta’s 
guard duo. While Trae Young 
may be an inefficient defender, 
Murray comes to Atlanta as an 
elite defender and can definite-
ly create problems for the op-
position. However, even with 
Young’s great offensive fire-
power and Murray’s defense, it 
may not be better than a team 
that is adding Mitchell to an of-
fense that features Garland and 
Mobley. 

Doesn’t Cleveland have its 
own backcourt defensive is-
sues? That’s true, but it’s cer-
tainly nowhere near as much of 
an issue as Atlanta with Young 
struggling to guard bigger de-
fenders. While Atlanta causes 
a huge threat to Cleveland’s 
chances, I’m siding with Cleve-
land due to their fewer prob-
lems on the defensive end. 

Chicago, who looked like 
they may finish top three in 
the Eastern Conference dur-
ing the first half of the 2022 
season, fell apart late in the 
year and consistency will need 
to be a strong focus heading 
into the 2023 NBA season. The 

Bulls have 
s t r u g g l e d 
to stay on 
the court, 
e s p e c i a l -
ly start-
ing point 
guard Lon-
zo Ball.  

While the Bulls and Cava-
liers were neck-and-neck on 
both offense and defense, the 
addition of Mitchell pushes 
Cleveland ahead offensively. If 
Chicago can stay on the court 
and stay healthy, they could 
certainly be ahead of Cleve-
land. However, if their injury 
history is similar to last year, 
they may not have a chance. 

Finally, Toronto comes into 
next season with no major 
transactions unlike teams like 
Atlanta and Cleveland. The 
team is banking on further pro-
gression with Scottie Barnes 
and further contributions from 
Pascal Siakam and OG Anuno-
by. With plenty of teams get-
ting even better over the offsea-
son, Toronto now is faced with 
a tough challenge of competing 
against a deep Eastern Confer-
ence. Barnes and Siakam are 
great. Anunoby and Fred Van-
Vleet give Toronto even more 
depth. Is that good enough to 
overtake Cleveland and make 
them the No. 5 seed? 

In the NBA anything is pos-
sible. However, it may be the 
depth of the roster that makes 
it harder to argue for Toronto, 
especially when teams like 
Cleveland and Chicago have 
both prided themselves on 
having excellent bench play-
ers. Barnes and Siakam won’t 
be able to play the entire game 
and the Cavaliers, with their 
own lineup, certainly won’t 
have that problem going for-
ward.  

If there is one thing for cer-
tain about the state of the East-
ern Conference, it’s going to be 
entertaining. With the level of 
talent across the conference’s 
15 teams, the competitive na-
ture of each team will be on full 
display. If there’s one team you 
need to watch next season, the 
Cleveland Cavaliers are cer-
tainly a top pick.

EVAN’S TAKE: DONOVAN MITCHELL MAKES 
CLEVELAND A TOP 5 TEAM IN THE EAST

NBA players Darius Garland and Donovan Mitchell embrace on the court.

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF @CAVS ON TWITTER
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Mister Hot Balls (Plural)
@MisterHotBalls
Watched some throwback UConn basket-
ball games last night and it was the first 
time my body felt anything in months.

Alex
@burks1149
My bold prediction for UConn vs Syracuse 
next Saturday:

The Rent draws 32,000 people in atten-
dance and UConn wins.

@uconnfootball
The defensive line was a PROBLEM on 
Saturday       #HuskyRevolution
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Upcoming Games

Men’s Soccer
Monday

0 5

vs.

Field Hockey, 5 p.m. Friday
Newark, DE

vs.

Volleyball, 10 p.m. Friday
San Diego, CA

Saturday       

by Jonathan Synott
SPORTS EDITOR
he/him/his
jonathan.synott@uconn.edu

Hello all, and welcome back 
to Husky History, a new column 
focusing on one accomplished 
UConn athlete per week. Each 
article should detail the athlete’s 
accolades at UConn, as well as 
their ability to take their games to 
the professional level. 

This week’s Husky History 
focuses on legendary two-sport 
athlete Scott Burrell. While many 
know him from his time with the 
UConn basketball program or his 
appearance on the Michael Jor-
dan miniseries “The Last Dance,” 
Burrell’s story goes far beyond 
his career playing basketball. 

A Hamden, Connecticut na-
tive, Burrell was born to be an 
athlete. He grew up playing three 
different sports: football, bas-
ketball and baseball, where he 
played quarterback, guard/for-
ward and pitcher, respectively. 
The first sport to get cut out of 
Burrell’s life was football, citing 
a higher risk of injury than the 
other two of his passions. While 
eventually being known for his 
skills on the basketball court, he 
had quite the knack for baseball, 
being named to the ABCA/Raw-
lings High School All-America 
Second Team his senior year. His 
father, a former coach of Yale 
Baseball, was a great inspiration. 

“When you are young you just 
watch. You pick up things and try 
to imitate things that other people 
did,” said Burrell in a piece for 
the Southern News. “I loved do-
ing that. I had so much fun back 
then and I have great memories of 
those days.” 

His dominance in the sport 
did not go unnoticed, as the Se-
attle Mariners selected the recent 
Hamden High graduate with 
their first round pick in the MLB 
Draft. With the Mariners want-
ing him to play full-time immedi-
ately but Burrell looking to attend 
college, contract talks did not get 
far. The idea of playing baseball 
for the University of Miami tan-
talized him, but the prospect of 
playing both baseball and Big 
East basketball for his home team 
was too good to turn down. 

His decision paid off dividends 
almost immediately. Burrell 
carved out a role in the starting 
rotation in that 1989-1990 fresh-
man basketball campaign, put-
ting up 8.2 points, 5.5 rebounds, 
1.8 assists and 1.9 steals per game. 
In what would be known as the 
“Dream Season,” the Huskies 
would be the first in program his-
tory to win 30 games, win a Big 
East regular season champion-
ship and a Big East Tournament.  

“The first Big East Champi-
onship in UConn history was a 
great thrill,” reflected Burrell in 
2020. “It helped propel the pro-
gram to where it is today. A lot of 
people forget about those days, 
but it had to start somewhere, 
someone had to build it, and I’m 

glad to be a part of something be-
ing built and to leave a legacy at 
UConn. … We shocked the world 
by turning that Big East Confer-
ence around and keeping UConn 
on top after that.” 

The squad also reached the 
Elite Eight of the NCAA Tour-
nament that year, with Burrell 
throwing a full-court pass to Tate 
George in the final seconds of the 
Sweet Sixteen, setting up a buzz-
er-beater victory. While the magi-
cal run ended the next round after 
a late shot from Duke’s Christian 
Laettner, Burrell has said that the 
pass to George to beat Clemson is 
one of the top five moments of his 
life. 

“I’m just happy to be part of 
that historic play and be respon-
sible for such a big win for the 
program. It was definitely a spe-
cial moment for me,” said Burrell 
in a 2014 article from The UConn 
Blog. 

One more notable part of that 
historic year for the men’s bas-
ketball program was the inau-
gural season at Gampel Pavilion. 
Burrell played in the first game in 
the now-iconic arena, a 72-58 win 
against No. 15 St. John’s.  

“Before Gampel we were play-
ing in front of 4,000 per night in 
the Old Fieldhouse. Every day 
on campus on our way to prac-
tice we’d see the new arena being 
built, it was motivation to work 
extra hard and bring it on that 
first night in front of over 8,000 
wild fans,” said Burrell. 

After his freshman year, 
Burrell was drafted into the 
MLB once again, this time as a 
thirdrounder for the Toronto 
Blue Jays. They allowed him to 
go to school and play baseball, 
so Burrell pitched for a few sum-
mers in Toronto’s farm system. In 
low A ball, he logged a combined 
3.71 ERA and a 1.335 WHIP in 14 
games, per Baseball Reference. 

While also juggling his ama-
teur baseball career, Burrell re-
turned to the court as strong as 
ever. After being named to the 
All-Big East Rookie team, Burrell 
was named to three All-Big East 
teams the next three years. He 
led the nation with 112 steals his 
sophomore year, and is still the 
program leader in swipes with 
310. The young star made na-
tional history in Storrs as well, 
becoming the first player in the 
country to ever amass 1,500 
points, 750 rebounds, 275 assists 
and 300 steals. Burrell remains 
the only UConn athlete to do so.  

Very popular with the fanbase, 
Burrell was named to the UConn 
All-Century Team via a fan vote 
in 2001. The true culmination of 
his Storrs successes came on Nov. 
2, 2018, when he was inducted 
into the prestigious Huskies of 
Honor in Gampel Pavilion. 

“I am proud and honored to 
be included with the many great 
UConn players who are in the 
Huskies of Honor,” Burrell noted 
in 2018. “Being born and brought 
up in Connecticut, it was a dream 
come true to attend UConn and 

play basketball for Coach [Jim] 
Calhoun. I couldn’t be more 
thrilled.” 

After his senior year, the home-
town hero decided to declare for 
the NBA Draft. He was selected 
20th overall in 1993 by the Char-
lotte Hornets. Unfortunately for 
Burrell, injuries riddled his NBA 
career, taking him off the court. 
His best statistical year came dur-
ing his sophomore season, where 
he started 62 games, averaging 
11.5 points, 5.7 rebounds, 2.5 as-
sists and 1.2 steals.  

After spending half a season 
with the Golden State Warriors 
in 1996-1997, Burrell was traded 
to the Chicago Bulls for the start 
of the 1998 year, where he played 
a role in Michael Jordan’s final 
season with the Bulls, winning 
a NBA championship in the pro-
cess. Some of Burrell’s contribu-
tions were highlighted in ESPN’s 
docuseries “The Last Dance”, re-
leased in early 2020.  

“[The NBA Championship] 
was the biggest thrill of my life, 
and the most stressful situation 
I’ve ever been in. It’s so much 
pressure that it’s incredible. Ev-
ery play, every pass, every shot 
could win or lose the ball game 
when you’re in the finals,” said 
Burrell in an interview with uco-
nnhooplegends.com. 

After earning his ring, Burrell 
played with the New Jersey Nets 
for two seasons before getting 
knee surgery. His NBA days had 
come to a close, but the Connecti-
cut kid took his talents overseas, 
playing in countries like the Phil-
ippines and China. 

Once Burrell decided to pack in 
his player career, he immediately 
was drawn to coaching at the 
amateur level. He got a job as an 
assistant coach for the Colorado 
14ers (now the Texas Legends) 
of the G League in 2006, then as 
an assistant for longtime UConn 
assistant coach Tom Moore at 
Quinnipiac for the start of the 
2007 season.  

After seeing success under 
Moore at Quinnipiac, Burrell 
signed on as a head coach at Di-
vision II Southern Connecticut 
State University. In his first year, 
he led the team to a Northeast-10 
Conference Southwest Division 
Title and an NCAA Tournament 
Appearance, and his 75 wins 
over his first four years is the best 
opening stretch for any coach in 
the program’s history. This is a 
position he currently holds, and 
the team is looking to bounce 
back after a 7-18 season. 

In 2010, Burrell finished what 
he started, coming back to Storrs 
to get his degree in general stud-
ies, setting an important example 
for his student-athletes. 

“As a coach, I feel like it is my 
responsibility to make sure my 
guys stay on track as well, they 
are at a transitional point in their 
lives, and they will take their 
degree and work ethic into the 
real world before they know it,” 
explained Burrell to The UConn 
Blog. 
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Scott 
Burrell 
takes a 
shot for 

the UConn 
Huskies. 

Burrell 
played 
for the 

team from 
1989-1993 

before 
joining the 
Charlotte 

Hornets in 
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