University of Connecticut
student celebrations in the af
termath of the UConn Men'’s
Basketball team victory at the
2023 NCAA Men’s Basketball
Championship have left 15
people arrested and 16 hospi
talized.

University  Spokesperson
Stephanie Reitz said that
while a vast majority of the
celebrations were done safely,
a small number of students
celebrated recklessly.

“The vast majority of those
celebrating the Husky victory
last night did so safely and
responsibly,” Reitz said. “A
small number chose to risk
their safety and that of others
by vandalizing or destroy-
ing property after the game.
UConn Police will investigate
the vandalism and other po-
tential criminal offenses that
occurred. Those responsible
will face arrest and if they are
students, sanctions up to and
including expulsion.”

Some of the vandalism
consisted of breaking light
poles in the center of campus,
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breaking glass windows in
some of the buildings includ-
ing the Student Union, turn -
ing a vehicle on its side and
setting fire to trash dump-
sters and wooden benches.

“15 people have been ar
rested and charged with vari-
ous crimes; most of those ar
rested are UConn students.
16 people were transported
to area hospitals for evalua
tion of injuries, none of which
were considered to be signifi
cant,” Reitz said.

UConn students who en-
gaged in the vandalism may
face criminal charges and
sanctions by the university.
These sanctions may include
up to expulsion.

According to Reitz, the UCo-
nn Facilities Operations crews
worked overnight and into the
morning on campus to docu-
ment and clean up the damage.
The damage estimates are still
being determined.

Despite the vandalism,
classes and academic opera
tions continued as scheduled
on Tuesday.

UConn students wander the Storrs campus following the end of the NCAA Men'’s Basketball National Championship Game watch party at Gampel Pavilion. Following the
party, multiple students committed acts of vandalism across campus, leading to a reported 15 arrests and 16 hospitalizations as of print.
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UConn Alumna Grace Rowbotham

donates Mononuclear cells for medical research

by Dylan Champagne
STAFF WRITER

HE/HIM/HIS
dylan.champagne@uconn.edu

University of Connecticut alum -
na Grace Rowbotham donated
her mononuclear cells for medr
cal research twice in the last year
through the Gift of Life registry.

The Gift of Life registry is a
public bone marrow and blood
stem cell registry. The Gift of Life’s
mission is to cure blood cancer
through cellular therapy.

Rowbotham currently lives in
New York with her husband and
2-year-old son. She graduated
from UConn in 2010 with a B.S. in
Sports Management and Business
and currently works for Disney.

Rowbotham, who first joined
the Gift of Life registry over 10
years ago did not know if she
would ever get the call to donate.

“l used to joke that every year
| would get a call from Gift of Life
asking, ‘what’s your address, can
we update your contact info?’
When | picked up this year and
they said they were calling about
a research opportunity | was like,
‘What? Wait! This is really crazy!”

Rowbotham told Gift of Life.

Digital Communications Coor -
dinator for Gift of Life Jacob Do-
mosh described mononuclear cells
(MNCs) as important blood cells
for the immune system.

“Mononuclear cells, or MNCs
are any blood cell with a round
nucleus like lymphocytes, mono-
cytes, natural killer cells (NK
cells) or dendritic cells. These
cells give selective responses to
the immune system and are the
major cells in immunity/the im -
mune system,” Domosh said.

Rowbotham said that Gift of Life
requested that she donate because
of her specific HLA type.

“They needed my specific HLA
type. The way | looked at it is, |
might be a little uncomfortable
for a few hours but for people who
are suffering from these forms of
cancer that's their everyday situ-
ation. | only have to sit for a few
hours and could potentially have
an effect on hundreds or thouw
sands of lives. It's a small sacr
fice. The donations lasted about
three or four hours each time. Ev
erything went smoothly for me,”
Rowbotham said to Gift of Life.

Rowbotham also cited her ex
perience as a mom as making
her want to donate.

“I'm aware there are a lot of can
cers that affect pediatric patients.
So | feel like, as a mom anything
| can do to improve science for my
son and for the future is some
thing | want to be a part of.”

Domosh said that there are
many ways UConn students can

get involved with Gift of Life.

“If students want to get involved,
my recommendation would be
to join the registry. Students can
order a test kit online to be sent
to their home... or they can locate
a donor recruitment drive near
them, and swab at the event! We
always need volunteers as well...”
Domosh said. “They can also apply
to be part of Gift of Life’s Campus

Ambassador Program and rep-
resent us on campus and help or
ganize recruitment drives!”

For more information about
getting involved, visit www.
giftoflife.org.

The Fall 2023 UConn Cam
pus Ambassador Program
application can also be found
at: https://www.giftoflife.org/
programs/capapp/18353
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