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Teen dies after being 
pinned by rolling car 

during move-in weekend
by Dylan Champagne 
STAFF WRITER 
HE/HIM/HIS 
dylan.champagne@uconn.edu

Kellen McIntosh, the 16-year-
old seriously injured outside of 
the North Campus Residence 
Halls on Aug. 27 after being 
pinned against a building by a 
rolling vehicle, has died. 

McIntosh was helping his sib-
ling, a University of Connecticut 
student, move into their dorm.  

University Deputy Spokes-
person Mike Enright said UCo-
nn is devastated by the tragic 
incident. 

“The UConn community is 
beyond heartbroken by the 
tragic loss of this young man. 
Our thoughts are with his 
family right now, and we offer 
them and everyone who knew 
and loved him our deepest 
condolences,” Enright said. 

A GoFundMe has been 
launched to help with medi-
cal and funeral expenses. As 
of Sept. 8, over $10,000 has 
already been raised. 

Anyone interested in mak-
ing a donation to this cause  
can visit: https://gofund.
me/30975b32

“The UConn community is 
beyond heartbroken by the 
tragic loss of this young man. 
Our thoughts are with his 
family right now, and we offer 
them and everyone that knew 
and loved him our deepest 
condolences.”
MIKE ENRIGHT
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University of Connecticut alum 
returns as new director of the 

UConn Marching Band 
Dr. Justin McManus ‘11 

(SFA, ED), ‘13 (MM) was a 
member of the University of 
Connecticut  Marching Band 
10 years ago. Now he returns 
to the organization to replace 
his former director Dr. Davis 
Mills, who retired after 33 
years with UCMB. 

McManus marched the tuba 
in the band and was a drum 
major during his time as an 
undergraduate from 2006-
2011. He stayed as a graduate 
assistant through his masters 
program from 2011-2013.  

After graduating from 
UConn, he went on to become 
assistant director of univer-
sity bands at Notre Dame for 
nine years. Subsequently, he 
stepped away from music for 
a year and moved to Wash-
ington, D.C. to pursue his 
passion for politics and law. 

Now, he comes full circle to 
succeed his former director. 
When asked why he decided 
to return to his roots, McMa-
nus said after attending Mills 
retirement send-off last fall, 
he felt at home being back on 
the UConn campus. 

“I think being back on cam-
pus, I felt that measure of 
what it meant to be a mem-
ber of the UCMB family and 
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a chance to come back and be 
part of it again. It is a once in 
a lifetime thing,” he said. 

As a student, McManus 
articulated how being in the 
band allowed him to develop 
his time management skills 
and navigate student leader-
ship and mentoring. 

“I think that being a band 
member defined my role as a 
leader and a teacher,” McMa-
nus said.  

He spoke on how Mills took 
the band to new heights dur-
ing his time as director and 
how he will continue to grow 
the band as the new director. 

“Dr. Mills grew this band 
from around 120 or so in the 
early ‘90s to over 300. That’s 

a big deal, especially in Con-
necticut,” McManus said. “I 
think the best way we can 
honor the students and honor 
the history of the program is 
to grow the band in ways that 
are ref lective of the students 
at the time. It is a careful bal-
ance of tradition and history, 
but also knowing that history 
and traditions can change.” 

This year’s show “Life Ani-
mated” will include “Living 
for the City” by Stevie Won-
der, “Rocket Man” by Elton 
John and “Get it On” by Bill 
Chase, in addition to theme 
songs from “Power Rangers” 
and “Cowboy Bebop.” 

McManus said that the song 
variety is diverse; some songs 

are are exciting and fast while 
others are calm and slow. He 
described this as a metaphor 
for life as sometimes it is fast-
paced and action-filled, while 
at other times peace and tran-
quility is necessary.  

McManus explained how 
the show comes at a per-
fect time in a post COVID-19 
world.  

“This idea of animating 
ourselves and infusing new 
and reinvigorated energy 
back into the program, back 
into music and making live 
music again,” he said. “Now 
we can make music with and 
for each other again, and that 

by Sarah Bedigian
STAFF WRITER
SHE/HER/HERS
sara.bedigian@uconn.edu 

“I think the best way we can 
honor the students and honor 
the history of the program is 
to grow the band in ways that 
are reflective of the students at 
the time. It is a careful balance 
of tradition and history, but 
also knowing that history and 
traditions can change.”
DR. JUSTIN MCMANUS
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The UConn marching band drumline performs passionately on the bleachers. Justin McManus, a UConn alumni, returned after 
10 years to take on the position of the new band director.
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is a key part of this ‘life ani-
mated’ idea.” 

Students in the band come 
from all levels of experience. 
Some students come from big 
competitive marching band 
programs, while others have 
never marched before. McM-
anus emphasized that regard-
less of experience, everyone 
is welcome and can fit into 
the band.  

“How are we reaching out 
to the state as a state school?” 
he said when talking about 
his goals for the season. “We 
have an obligation and a re-
sponsibility to ourselves and 
the state of Connecticut.”  

As participant numbers 
have increased to over 300 
this year, McManus said 
the band will continue to do 
outreach within the school 
and the state to increase in-
volvement, whether that be 
through exhibitions, social 
media or individually reach-
ing out to interested high 
school students. 

“I think that we can always 
make things better and take it 
to the next level,” McManus 
said. 

The marching band per-
forms pre, half and post-
game shows at home football 
games, and also plays at exhi-
bitions around the area to re-
cruit high school students to 
join. The 2023 performance 
schedule can be found on 
their website.  

BAND, cont. from p. 01

Tens of thousands lack power in New 
England following powerful thunderstorms

PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — 
Tens of thousands of homes 
and businesses remained 
without power in New Eng-
land on Saturday following 
powerful thunderstorms, and 
more rough weather was on 
the way.

Thunderstorms hit the re-
gion hard on Friday and fore-
casts called for more rain and 
heavy wind Sunday and Mon-
day. More than 40,000 cus-
tomers in the six-state region 
were without power after Fri-
day’s storms.

The majority of those cus-
tomers were in Massachu-
setts, where more than 25,000 
customers lacked power in 
Essex County, which borders 
New Hampshire. The state 
had about 35,000 customers 
without power in total.

More than 3,000 customers 
also lacked power in Maine 
and Vermont. Power authori-
ties in New England said they 
were working to restore pow-
er, and communities were 
also responding to wind dam-
age that toppled utility poles 
and damaged homes and ve-
hicles in some areas.

The storm resulted in wind 
gusts of more than 55 mph as 
well as heavy rainfall, tree 
damage and downed power 

lines, said National Grid, an 
electric utility serving the 
Northeast.

National Grid described 
the storm as “fast-moving” in 
a statement and said the out-
ages were especially heavy in 
central and northern Massa-
chusetts. The utility said it’s 
communicating with local of-
ficials and first responders 
about the possibility of more 
bad weather in the coming 
days.

“National Grid has secured 
additional crews and person-
nel across Massachusetts to 
repair the damage caused by 
this storm,” said Tim Moore, 
vice president for electric op-
erations for New England. 
“We are currently working 
to assess the damage, ad-
dress public safety and will 
be working to restore power 
as quickly as we safely can.”

National Grid said it was 
supplementing its own crews 
with 50 additional ones to 
respond to the weather dam-
age. The crews will include 
forestry workers as well as 
damage assessors, overhead 
line workers and others, the 
utility said.

The New England states 
were also coping with high 
temperatures for September, 

and some schools had can-
celed classes or after-school 
activities. High temperatures 
were exacerbated by power 
outages and the lack of air 
conditioning. Boston opened 
cooling centers.

A tree that fell during a storm caused traffic to stop in both directions Friday, Sept. 8, 2023 in 
Brattleboro, Vt.

COURTESY OF KRISTOPHER RADDER/AP

“We are currently working to assess the damage, 
address the public safety and will be working to 

restore power as quickly as we safely can.”
TIM MOORE
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Daily Campus Crossword 

By Jay Silverman
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Patti Varol and Joyce Nichols Lewis

09/11/23

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

Release Date: Monday, September 11, 2023

ACROSS
1 Helps with a 

crime
6 Capture

10 __ Lee desserts
14 Actress 

Zellweger
15 Work very hard
16 Greek Cupid
17 Mother, in Madrid
18 Italy’s capital
19 Sitting on
20 Pitchfork-wielding 

crowd
22 Tag player’s cry
24 Confidentiality 

contract: Abbr.
25 Feel sick
26 Georgia home 

of the Tubman 
Museum

28 FDR coin
30 Group that may 

arrange a class 
reunion

34 South American 
country where 
Paddington Bear 
was born

36 Slimy garden 
pest

37 List-shortening 
abbr.

38 Tech user who 
will only use 
Macs

42 Bad-mouth
45 Title of respect
46 Medical pros
49 Part of speech 

that conveys 
doing

53 “That was close!”
55 Considers to be
56 Battery size
58 Obamacare, for 

short
59 Shipping 

container
61 First leg of a 

journey, and a 
description of 
20-, 30-, 38-, and 
49-Across

63 Bell hit with a 
padded mallet

64 Solving aid
66 Sports complex
67 French fashion 

magazine
68 Cat’s warning
69 Heaps
70 Slow Churned ice 

cream brand
71 Send packing
72 Admonition in a 

train’s quiet car

DOWN
1 Actor Assante
2 Party bowlful with 

tortilla chips
3 Final stages of a 

chess match
4 Region: Abbr.
5 “Later, gator”
6 Recreational walk
7 Beginner, in 

gaming slang
8 Ultimate goal
9 Narrow valley

10 Washington 
airport named 
for two cities, 
familiarly

11 Newspaper piece
12 Eradicate, as 

corruption
13 Dangerous 

Egyptian snake
21 “Mamma __!”: 

musical featuring 
ABBA songs

23 Informal “Holy 
cow!”

27 TV network 
that owns 
the Peacock 
streaming 
service

29 Chunk of time
31 “I can help”
32 L.A. Galaxy’s org.
33 Convent resident

35 Loftiest
39 Bad review
40 Loo
41 Gift box topper
42 Familial source of 

corny jokes
43 Like a frosty 

beverage
44 In a no-nonsense 

manner
47 French manor 

house
48 Additional 

helping at a meal

50 Mental pictures
51 Least common
52 Steamed 

dumpling
54 Terre Haute’s 

river
57 Gather
60 Reverberate
61 Hubbub
62 St. Louis 

landmark
63 “__ willikers!”
65 Actor Simu who 

plays Shang-Chi
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Hello and welcome to This 
Week in History! September is 
a month surprisingly rich in his-
tory. It almost seems that as sea-
sons begin to change, so does the 
course of history. This week I’ll 
be exploring two major events 
that stand out in the pages of his-
tory books, so let’s dive right in! 

The shores of Lake Geneva are 
perhaps the most stunning in all 
of Europe. The gentle blue waves 
touch the feet of the Alpine 
mountain range in the south, 
and the forested hills of Haut-
Jura cast reflections upon the 
water in the north. It was serene 
places like these Austrian Em-
press Elizabeth enjoyed to travel, 
and for good reason. 

In her own words of poetry 
— as translated by Brigitte Ha-
mann in “The Reluctant Em-
press:”  

“I have awakened in a dun-
geon / With chains on my hands. 
/ And my longing ever stronger- 

And freedom! You, turned 
from me!” 

Elizabeth felt trapped, and in-
deed she was. Her marriage to 
Emperor Franz Joseph in 1854 
turned sour even before the 
honeymoon. The two were sim-
ply incompatible: Joseph was 
engulfed in political affairs and 
courtliness, while Elizabeth was 
an independent soul at heart. 
Likewise, court life in Vienna 
was brutal. There was no priva-
cy and little to no freedom for the 
young Empress. She was even 
prevented from raising her own 
children, which cast her into a 
spell of depression and doubt. 

Some historians consider the 
marriage to have devolved into 
mere friendship by the 1860s as 
Elizabeth traveled to escape im-
perial life and Joseph increased 
his focus on state affairs. Eliza-
beth turned her back on the 
courts and grew determined to 
find her own way, even if that 
required leaving behind her hus-
band and family. 

But her search for indepen-
dence was stifled when her only 

son, Rudolph, and his mistress, 
Mary Vetsera, were found dead 
in early 1889 in a hunting lodge 
in Mayerling, just south of Vi-
enna. There are still debates on 
whether this was a murder or 
suicide-pact; needless to say, the 
story is bone-chilling. Not only 
did this shake up the dynastic 
strength of the Habsburg fami-
ly—who just lost their only direct 
heir—but it shook up Elizabeth, 
who now had to contend with the 
loss of her second child—she al-
ready had lost the young Sophie 
who died before turning two. 

Perhaps if she reached that 
boat heading to Montreux, 
the Empress 
could’ve cleared 
her mind of all 
the chaos of her 
imperial life. 
Even if only 
able to escape 
responsibilities 
for a short time, 
the risk would 
have felt incred-
ible. 

Yet, as she 
walked out of 
the door from 
her hotel and 
onto the steps 
out front, a 
slight pain en-
etered her chest 
as a young man 
next to her 
tripped and 
stuck his hand 
out to balance 
himself. 

A thin needle 
had pierced 
through the Empress’s tightly 
laced dresses and cut into her 
thorax. Elizabeth was able to 
somewhat walk herself to board 
the ship but soon collapsed. 

On Sept. 10, 1898, Empress 
Elizabeth, while seeking to es-
cape from imperial life, was as-
sassinated. 

The culprit was one Italian 
anarchist named Luigi Lucheni, 
who had been out to kill an im-
portant noble and had been fol-
lowing Elizabeth since her ar-
rival in Geneva. The sad reality 
of this situation is that Lucheni 
wanted to kill an imperial ruler, 

someone who ruled unjustly or 
had perhaps been able to long 
abuse authority. However, he 
instead slaughtered a grieving 
mother, timid Empress and com-
passionate adventurer. He could 
not have picked a worse victim.  

He spent the later years of his 
life in prison until his eventual 
suicide. While his memoirs were 
unfinished and unpublished, I 
wonder if he held any regrets. 
The Austrian royal family and 
Franz Joseph entered a long peri-
od of grieving; there is no doubt 
that her death contributed to 
the instability the Empire faced 
leading into the 20th century. 

Now, while Empress Eliza-
beth was in a prison of her own, 
convicts in Attica Correctional 
Facility were in a literal prison. 

“You had to be scared of the 
people in the yard [and] you’ve 
got to be scared of law enforce-
ment…” is how one inmate put 
the series of events that took 
place over the course of Septem-
ber.  

On Sept. 9, 1971, the Attica 
Prison Riot, or Attica Prison 
Massacre, began in Attica, New 
York. 

Originating as an unorga-
nized, seemingly spontaneous 

protest against the horrid living 
conditions of the facility, inmates 
were desperate for change. To 
just get a glimpse of their situa-
tion,  inmates were allotted one 
shower per week, crammed into 
overpopulated cells and allowed 
a meager one roll of toilet paper 
per month. These conditions 
were unlivable. Years of inmates’ 
lives went by with no plans for 
improving these poor condi-
tions. No words can convey the 
horror of it all. 

The revolt began early in the 
morning on Sept. 9, as prisoners 
broke into various areas of the 
facility and even killed a guard 

named Wil-
liam Quinn. 
The bloody 
battle of the 
prison be-
gan.

Over the 
next two 
days the in-
mates were 
forced out 
of most of 
the prison 
by armed 
guards who 
had no re-
straint; they 
shot guns 
and used 
tear gas in-
d i s c r i m i -
nately. The 
police had 
an intense 
anger that 
they had 
lost their 
facility and 

their retribution was direct: 
There would be no peaceful con-
clusion. 

By the end of the day the pris-
oners were confined to “D Yard,” 
an outdoor walled area of the 
main prison complex. There, 
the prisons had over 40 guards 
and civilians held hostage. They 
were their bargaining chips — 
the inmates’ only way to cease 
the bloodshed.  

Soon the prisoners made de-
mands to the National Guard 
and police forces. They de-
manded that news and media 
teams be brought in to film the 

standoff—footage that was later 
used to make the 2021 documen-
tary, “Attica.” Discussion began 
between prisoners and outside 
lawyers, with many demands 
being negotiated successfully; or 
so it seemed. 

As discussions went on and 
little ground was made between 
the guards and inmates, tensions 
finally escalated. 

On Sept. 13, the police forces 
chose violence. They opened fire 
on D Yard. Blood poured onto 
the grass as 39 rioters were slain. 
The government employees and 
civilians bound as hostages were 
not spared in the onslaught. 

Unbelievably, the blood spilt at 
Attica was long covered up. For 
some time, it was even believed 
that the hostages were not shot 
but slain by their inmate-cap-
tives. This myth was later dis-
proved by autopsies. New York 
shut down any attempts to in-
vestigate the situation and no 
focus was placed on the police 
forces who killed so many. 

The pages of history are 
bloody. There is simply no de-
nying that fact. But one im-
portant aspect of history is an 
accurate remembering of the 
events which have transpired. 
The Massacre at Attica has been 
wiped from public view, and 
even well into the 21st century, 
families of victims had yet to 
even receive proper recognition 
by the government.  

Only slowly has legislation 
and court rulings sided with the 
inmates; too little, too late.

The survivors of the massa-
cre were forced to crawl on bro-
ken glass and make their way 
through long lines of guards 
waiting to beat them. The pages 
of history are bloody.  

Ending on a somber note, that 
wraps up This Week in History. 
I encourage anyone interested in 
Attica or Elizabeth to check out 
more information about both. 
The Zinn Education Project has 
excellent resources online to 
learn about Attica and its roots. 
Likewise, The Swiss Museum 
has a brilliant article on Luigi 
Lucheni, which can be found on 
their website. 

See you next week!

by Benjamin Lassy
LIFE EDITOR
HE/HIM/HIS
benjami.lassy@uconn.edu

“I have awakened in a 
dungeon / With chains 

on my hands. / And my 
longing ever stronger - 

And freedom! You, turned 
from me!”

EMPRESS ELIZABETH

IMAGE COURTESY OF FLICKR
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Laufey is bewitched: 
From playing cello in her room to performing 

with the Philharmonia Orchestra 

Calling all orchestra and 
Disney enthusiasts! Laufey, an 
enchanting singer, has been me-
ticulously crafting a new album, 
“Bewitched.” It has finally, in all 
its grace, arrived. 

Icelandic-Chinese singer-
songwriter, Laufey Lín Jónsdót-
tir, — more commonly known 
as “Laufey,” pronounced “LAY-
VAY” — started her career by 
posting videos on TikTok and 
YouTube of herself playing her 
cello and singing original songs. 
As she gained popularity and 
support from her fans, she aided 
in the recultivation and restora-
tion of the jazz genre. 

Laufey, with her soft sing-
ing and her stylistic orchestral 
instruments, will make your 
daydream fantasies of being a 
Bridgerton character, a prince, 
princess or toad in a Disney 
movie feel as though they are 
coming true! 

She started releasing mu-
sic with her first EP, “Typical 
of Me,” which is a compilation 
of the songs that launched her 
to fame. Her EP was set out 
to sound old-fashioned with a 
slight rustle in the background 
— an accidental element present 
in many pre-recorded songs re-
leased in the 2000s —  making 
each song seem straight out of 
the ‘70s. 

After a couple of hit singles, 
like “Let You Break My Heart 
Again” that was produced in 
collaboration with the Philhar-
monia Orchestra, she released 

her first full album: “Every-
thing I Know About Love.” The 
album is about “dealing with 
growing up,” as Laufey denotes 
in an interview with online 
magazine The Line of Best Fit. 
She adds: “All the songs are 
based on my personal experi-
ences in the past years, but the 
way I write about them is like 
fiction ... I try to create magic 
out of those moments.” 

And indeed she does! One 
of her most played songs on 
that album is “Falling Be-
hind,” which has a melody and 
rhythm that matches a mix of 
bossa nova and Brazilian sam-
ba. Listening to this song will 
cast you into the world of “Rio,” 
where two rare blue macaws 
define the oxymoronic uni-
verse as they see it. 

In her newest EP, “California 
and Me,” Laufey pre-released 
four songs before the official 
release of “Bewitched,” each 
one enrapturing your soul and 
entangling it around her finger 
as if you were at the lantern fes-
tival in “Tangled.” 

Starting with “California and 
Me,”  Laufey encapsulates the 
tragedy of lost love and what 
it means to be the second op-
tion, showing how Laufey and 
the Philharmonia Orchestra 
understand the ruthlessness of 
heartbreak. However, they play 
in such a majestic and soft tone, 
which reveals Laufey’s person-
al perspective on love: She is a 
hopeless romantic, still looking 
for her one true soulmate. 

“Oh, the burning pain / Lis-
tening to you harp on ‘bout 
some new soulmate / “She’s so 
perfect” / blah blah blah / Oh, 

how I wish / you’ll wake up one 
day / Run to me / Confess your 
love” 

Her hopeless romanticism 
is further proven in the next 
song, “From the Start,” which 
encompasses the romantic mis-
fortune of Cupid flying an ar-
row at another person instead 
of you. 

“Love is driving me a bit in-
sane / Have to get this off my 
chest / I’m telling you today / 
That when I talk to you / Oh, 
Cupid walks right through 
and / shoots an arrow through 
my heart / And I sound like a 
loon / but don’t you feel it, too? 
/ Confess I’ve loved you from 
the start” 

“I’ve loved you from the 
start” truly resembles what it 
means to be a hopeless roman-
tic; falling in love at first sight, 
but struggling with the non-
reciprocity. 

The next verse is of her scat-
ting, which Laufey, in a Genius 
interview, recalls as the in-
spired product of Ella Fitzger-
ald, a world renowned musi-
cian and present-day figure of 
jazz.

After what felt like an ev-
erlasting wait, Laufey has re-
turned, better than ever. On 
Sept. 8, 2023, Laufey released 
her full album, “Bewitched,” 
although she leaked it all over 
social media prior to release 
for her fans. 

Unsurprisingly, Laufey has 
broken the “All-time record 
as the biggest debut for a Jazz 
album on Spotify in history, 
surpassing “Love For Sale” 
(1.1 Million),” reports Pop Data 
Music. 

Her tracklist opener, 
“Dreamer,” is about the worth-
lessness and frustration with 
modern dating — the disap-
pointment derived from un-
stable and inconsistent short-
term affairs. She seems to 
believe in the mantra that dat-
ing in the 21st century is a rep-
lica of speed-dating in which  
individuals get together for a 
short period of time without 
romantic obligation and move 
on to another person just as 
quickly. 

“I’m giving up / I’m throw-
ing in my hat / I can’t take an-
other lifeless little chat / I’m 
moving up into a cloud, into 
my fantasy” 

I’m sure Laufey isn’t the only 
one to resort to their fantastical 
imagination when things don’t 
go as they would’ve liked. At 
least in our dreams, magical 
things can happen. 

The ninth song on the track-
list, “Promise,” is especially 
soul-tying. Laufey wrote and 
produced “Promise” with Dan 
Wilson, the person whose 
genius was the backbone of 
“Closing Time,” an extremely 
famous song in the ‘90s. 

The song starts out with 
soft piano accompaniment to 
ease her listeners into the mel-
ancholic arrangement of her 
emotional thoughts. 

“So I didn’t call you / For six-
teen long days / And I should 
get a cigarette / For so much 
restraint / No matter how long 
I resist temptation / I will al-
ways lose” 

Ever heard of a comfort per-
son? It’s that one person who 

you can’t let go of no matter 
how hard you try. It’s sort of 
like your first love: The feeling 
is permanent — the butterflies 
linger. Laufey promises her-
self that she’s going to get rid 
of these emotions towards this 
person; however, regardless of 
how hard she tries, she can’t 
help but long for them. 

Then, she adds the drums and 
string instruments as she sings 
in forte to emphasize the un-
bearable yet inescapable feeling 
of loving someone you can’t or 
shouldn’t have. 

“It’s worse to be nothing 
with you / I’ve done the math / 
There’s no solution / We’ll never 
last / Why can’t I let go of this?” 

Of course, Laufey would not 
be a true jazz musician if she 
didn’t cover an infamous jazz 
song sung by her inspiration: 
Ella Fitzgerald. 

“Misty,” originally com-
posed by Erroll Garner on the 
piano, was first sung by Johnny 
Mathis, later covered by Fitzger-
ald and finally, covered again by 
Laufey. 

Here’s one word to describe 
“Bewitched:” Absolutely ma-
jestic. Sorry! This album de-
serves the emphasis of a second 
word. 

There has not been a single 
album yet where Laufey has 
not indubitably stunned her au-
dience with her vocal progress 
and left an irreversible mark 
on both the music industry and 
people alike. 

Until her next album, fans 
and new listeners will be raving 
over the musical creativity and 
composition of “Bewitched.” 

Rating: 5/5

by Thaomy Phung
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
SHE/HER/HERS
thaomy.phung@uconn.edu

ILLUSTRATION BY SARAH CHANTRES,  STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Despite becoming famous 
for her acting work on “High 
School Musical: The Musical: 
The Series,” Olivia Rodrigo is 
just like the rest of us. She’s 
20 years old, has felt a heart-
break in her life and is five-
foot-five-inches tall, although 
some of us can’t say we are 
— I know I’m certainly not. 
However, there is another leg 
up that she has against us — 
or multiple, I should say. 

The young actress and 
singer-songwriter has al-
ready won three Grammy 
awards for her heart wrench-
ing debut album, “SOUR,” 
which portrays the typical 
teenage years of love, anger 
and dismay. 

Her fame quickly rose to 
capture the hearts and minds 
of teenagers around the world 
with her hit single that broke 
Spotify’s record for the most 
streams in a week, “drivers li-
cense.” It quickly became the 
teenage heartbreak anthem. 

After a long hiatus, Ro-
drigo pre-released two songs 
from her long-awaited follow-
up album “GUTS:” “vampire” 
and “bad idea right?” in June 
of this year. The songs tease 
the meaning of the album: 
“The confusion that comes 
with becoming a young adult 
and figuring out your place in 

this world,” says Rodrigo in an 
interview with People Maga-
zine. She added that it’s about 
“figuring out who you want to 
be and who you want to hang 
out with and all of that stuff.” 

“Vampire” sounds a bit like 
an angrily written text reveal-
ing every wrong someone has 
done and every feeling you’ve 
ever felt because of it. However, 
the meaning is much deeper 
than just that. 

“[Vampire] kind of looks in-
ward. It’s more about my re-
gret and kind of beating myself 
up for doing something that I 
knew wasn’t going to turn out 
great. And kind of just taking 
ownership of that and dealing 
with those feelings,” explains 
Rodrigo in a SiriusXM inter-
view. 

However, how can it be her 
own fault if she implies in her 
song that she was being taken 
advantage of? 

“Oh, what a mesmerizing, 
paralyzing, fucked-up little 
thrill / Can’t figure out just 
how you do it / and God knows 
I never will / Went for me and 
not her / ‘Cause girls your age 
know better” 

The song uses the blood-
sucking creature to reveal how 
cruel and draining certain rela-
tionships can be and warns all 
her listeners to beware of the 
warning signs of others: Don’t 
look through rose-colored 
glasses. 

But the meaning isn’t the 
only thing that gives the song 

its well-deserved popular-
ity and rise. She starts out by 
whispering lyrics, making the 
listener feel at ease just as the 
person she is referring to in 
the song did to her. As time 
goes on — in the song and in 
her personal story — the pace 
quickens, and she starts to 
talk about the warnings she’s 
received from other women 
but ignored after being ma-
nipulated into doing so.  

At the song’s climax, she 
practically starts to yell: 
“bloodsucker, fame-fucker, 
bleedin’ me dry like a god-
damn vampire,” which is her 
way of deliberately pointing a 
finger at her abuser and mak-
ing them responsible for their 
actions instead of brushing it 
off her shoulder. 

Many young women reso-
nate with Rodrigo’s words as 
they have suffered through 
the same unfortunate circum-
stances and sometimes even 
worse. With her songs, she 
stands up not just for herself, 
but for all women. 

Finally, after a treacher-
ous two years of waiting for 
her new album, it has finally 
come out. And, with the title 
“GUTS,” she’s definitely still 
experiencing the same roman-
tic hardship that teenagers do 
even though she’s not a teen 
anymore. 

“When I first listened to the 
album in its entirety, I was 
blown away by the progress 
she made in her vocals,” said 

Cooper Nguyen, a first-semes-
ter biological sciences major. 

The tracklist opens with 
“all-american bitch,” which 
Rodrigo highlighted to Peo-
ple Magazine by saying that 
“it’s one of my favorite songs 
I have ever written,” and that 
“it expresses something that 
I’ve been trying to express 
since I was 15 years old, this 
repressed anger and feeling 
of confusion or trying to be 
put into a box as a girl.” 

Surprisingly, from the ti-
tle’s negative connotation, 
“all-american bitch” is sim-
ply empowering. Despite 
her frustrations with being 
a woman — even in the 21st 
century — she ref lects herself 
as an opposite comparison to 
the stereotypical American 
person: soda pop-addicted 
and ungrateful. 

“I know my place / I know 
my place and this is it / I don’t 
get angry when I’m pissed / 
I’m the eternal optimist” 

Although she starts out 
with a campfire-style guitar 
picking, she quickly ramps 
up the speed and introduces 
a strong drum beat, which is 
reminiscent of her feminist-
related thoughts and con-
f licts. 

“I forgive and I forget / I 
know my age and I act like it / 
Got what you can’t resist / I’m 
a perfect all-American” 

In contrast to “all-american 
bitch” is “making the bed,” 
the sixth song on the track-

list, which is symbolic of 
her raw awakening to her 
overnight fame. Truly, this 
song is one of the more au-
thentic she’s made thus far.

“They tell me that they 
love me like I’m some tourist 
attraction / They’re chang-
ing’ my machinery and I 
just let it happen / I got the 
things I wanted, it’s just not 
what I imagined” 

Empathize with her for 
a bit: you’re a 17-year-old 
in your room, doing some-
thing that you’re passionate 
about. Then, you suddenly 
you gain all this fame and 
followers and the passion 
of the art has spoiled. You’d 
probably feel empty, right? 
Even with the fame, no 
one’s actually your support-
er; your fans are supporting 
your fame and suddenly you 
might catch yourself do-
ing things out of obligation 
rather than passion. This is 
exactly what happened to 
Rodrigo.  

“I felt so ill-equipped ... 
That was an overwhelming 
experience, but now I defi-
nitely feel a responsibility,” 
she said to Interview Maga-
zine, “I just try not to think 
about it during the writing 
process.” 

While listening to the full 
album, there are one and a 
half words to describe it: 
Gut-wrenching (in a good 
way).

 Rating: 4/5

by Thaomy Phung
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
SHE/HER/HERS
thaomy/phung@uconn.edu

Olivia Rodrigo: 
America’s favorite driver has got 

GUTSGUTS
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O
n Aug. 29, 
the UConn 
Foundation 
announced 
record-
breaking 
fundrais-

ing for its fourth consecutive 
year, amassing $157.9 million 

in new gifts, including an indi-
vidual donation of $40 million 
from School of Nursing alumna 
Elisabeth DeLuca. According 
to the announcement published 
in UConn Today, the donor 
pool for the 2023 fiscal year 
totaled 22,541 people, which 
Foundation CEO Jonathan 
Greenblatt said helped fur-
ther the priorities of “fostering 
student success and support-
ing the learning and research 
that will benefit the state of 
Connecticut and beyond.” 
    This considerable sum — 35% 
of which is allocated to need-
based and merit scholarships, 
over 30% to academic depart-
ments, 17.% for the athletics 
program, 9.5% to the Univer-
sity of Connecticut School of 
Health and 7.9% for supporting 
faculty members — is, in the 
most literal sense, a gift to the 
university. In an academic en-
vironment where departments 
must compete for funding and 
scholarships may be the sole 
determinant of one’s ability to 
attend university, fundrais-
ing provides critical — albeit 
highly selective — breathing 
room for scholars at UConn.  
     Should donations to the 
UConn Foundation, the private 
non-profit organization that 
manages UConn’s $600 million 
endowment and solicits dona-
tions from alumni, continue to 
increase, The Daily Campus 
Editorial Board hopes that 
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UConn’s endowment must be 
accountable to the community 
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the cost burden on students, 
faculty and staff will decrease 
correspondingly; however, 
trends in the cost of tuition and 
housing, as well as the UConn 
Foundation’s structural and 
political ability to reverse 
those trends, don’t leave us op-
timistic. UConn’s fundraising 

efforts 
from 
private 
donors 
must be 
ref lected 
in coop-
eration 
between 
t he  ad-
minis-
tration, 
Board of 
Trust-
ees a nd 
state of-
ficials to 
decrease 
costs for 
students.  

    UConn students wondering 
why their university’s historic 

fundraising isn’t translating 
into decreased costs across 
the board may need further 
education on what the endow-
ment is and how and why it 
is distributed as it is — but 
nonetheless, they’re asking 
the right question. After all, 
with the #SaveUConn debacle 
still in recent memory, they 
are justified in scrutinizing 
UConn’s fundraising machin-
ery whether it is public or pri-
vate. The UConn Foundation’s 
optimism about its adeptness 
at raising money provokes the 
question of why this university 
needed to be “saved” from state-
led austerity in the first place.  

What is sure, as the Editorial Board 
has discussed numerous times, is 
that UConn officials have 
systematically opted for the 
neoliberal option of increasing 
students’ tuition over lobbying the 
state for enough funding to mitigate 
the cost of attending UConn, which 
currently runs above $34,000 for in-
state students and $57,000 for those 
who live out of state. 

The broader solution that the 
university and the UConn 
Foundation must craft is how to 
expand governance of the 
endowment to all parties — not 
just those looking for a write-off 
on their taxes, but students and 
staff members from departments 
who can make genuine appeals for 
more resources.  

    One potential reason is the 
increased ease of soliciting do-
nations from private entities 
with strings attached — that 
is, when the donating party can 
condition where their contribu-
tion goes. While non-profits are 
regulated by state agencies such 
as the Connecticut Department 
of Consumer Protection or 
uniform laws like the Prudent 
Management of Institutional 
Funds Act, which is actually 
designed to limit endowment 
spending, the level of public 
oversight and accountability 
that applies to them is infini-
tesimal compared to that of 
state funds for universities. The 
latter are allocated by appro-
priations committees staffed by 
elected officials who are, at least 
in theory, supposed to be ac-
countable to their constituents. 
The draw for private donations 
— individual choice of how the 
gift is used — is much stronger 
than raising public monies for 
higher education, which would 
require increasing taxation on 
wealthy Connecticut residents.  

    It is also worth noting, with-
out alleging any causation, that 
UConn employees comprise the 
majority of the state’s highest-
paid pub-
l i c  e m-
ployees, 
a nd t he 
board of 
trustees 
boasts 
higher-
u p s  i n 
many 
of  C on-
necticut’s 
leading 
industries 
from in-

surance, to banking to defense 
and aerospace. What is sure, 
as the Editorial Board has 
discussed numerous times, 
is that UConn officials have 
systematically opted for the 
neoliberal option of increas-
ing students’ tuition over 
lobbying the state for enough 
funding to mitigate the cost of 
attending UConn, which cur-
rently runs above $34,000 for 
in-state students and $57,000 
for those who live out of state. 
     The Editorial Board under-
stands that this is not a simple 
gap to bridge, and we believe 
that there is some merit to the 
idea of alumni giving back to 
programs that benefited them. 
However, as things currently 
stand, the academic and social 
stakeholders who need resources 
the most do not have the means 
to host a dialogue with donors on 
even footing. The broader solu-
tion that the university and the 
UConn Foundation must craft is 
how to expand governance of the 
endowment to all parties — not 
just those looking for a write-off 

on their taxes, but students and 
staff members from depart-
ments who can make genuine 
appeals for more resources.  
     As the Editorial Board has 
also discussed, transparency 
of the endowment fund and 
where its principal is invest-
ed are also major issues, and 
one that we believe could be 
addressed through granting 
more checks and balances be-
tween the Foundation and the 
community it exists to serve. 
While reforming UConn’s 
philanthropic arm is far from 
the end-all-be-all of social 
change, nor is it an alterna-
tive to taxing the wealthy and 
cutting ties to harmful indus-
tries such as fossil fuels and 

arms manufacturers, it could 
be one step forward for making 
this so-called public univer-
sity a true shared institution.

Transparency of the endowment 
fund and where its principal is 
invested are also major issues, 
and one that we believe could be 
addressed through granting 
more checks and balances 
between the Foundation and the 
community it exists to serve.
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House of Barretti shows off their recent design at Runway 7’s New York Fashion Week on Sept. 9, 2023. Fashion week is usually hosted in February and September and 
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Is school gettingIs school getting
ahead of itself? ahead of itself? 

by Youssef Macary
STAFF WRITER
HE/HIM/HIS
youssef.macary@uconn.edu

In today’s academic environ-
ment, students can easily get 
ahead in their scholastic ca-
reers.  When I was in middle 
school, participating in the 
honors program meant that 
students were able to enroll in 
advanced classes, like introduc-
tory algebra or Spanish, that 
were only otherwise offered in 
high school. These honors stu-
dents were able to get a leg up 
on their non-honors peers even 
before leaving middle school. In 
high school, I had the opportu-
nity to take college courses as 
early as my sophomore year by 
enrolling in University of Con-
necticut Early College Experi-
ence courses and Advanced 
Placement courses. Now, in 
college, there are plenty of four-
plus-one, three-plus-two and 
fast-track ways to jump-start 
a post-undergraduate career. 
This is just my experience, but it 
shows that there are accessible 
ways to get ahead in school if 
students can expend the effort. 
These opportunities are posi-
tive for students and allow them 
to save money and create more 
value from their education. 

AP and UConn ECE cours-
es objectively save students 
money. AP tests cost $98 for an 
exam and UConn ECE courses 
cost $50 per credit. So, a regular 
high school student that enrolls 
in a three-credit ECE course 
would spend $150.   

For the sake of comparison, 
we’re going to assume that the 
AP exam a student is taking 
can be transferred to their col-
lege for three credits.  Tuition 
for an in-state student at the 
University of Connecticut is 
$16,332.  Assuming a student 
takes 15 credits per semester 
and 30 credits per year, one 
of their three-credit course 
would cost $1,633.20. That’s 
10 times as much as it costs 
to take an ECE class in high 
school and even more than it 
costs to take an AP exam, not  
to mention the fact that UConn 
is significantly cheaper than 
private schools.  If a student 
takes multiple courses in high 
school, they could potentially 
shave a semester or year off 
of their college career, saving 
time and a ton of money. 

These programs also allow 
students to get the most out 
of their college experience. 
UConn has general education 
requirements for each student, 
so taking college courses in 

high school can help satisfy 
those requirements. This pro-
vides students the flexibility 
to pursue topics that interest 
them, thus getting more out 
of their experience and enjoy-
ing their education more. Stu-
dents often don’t know what 
they want to do with the rest 
of their life when entering col-
lege. Sometimes gen-eds help 
them to figure it out, but they 
can oftentimes be restrictive 
for students who want to take 
classes outside of those subject 
areas. Having some require-
ments covered beforehand al-
lows for this exploration with-
out the stress of not graduating 
on time. Students can also take 
classes associated with their 
desired major early so they get 
an idea as to whether or not 
they want to continue their 
education in that field or if they 
want to switch sooner rather 
than later. 

Fast-track programs hold 
similar benefits. One that I am 
personally interested in allows 
students to take some of their 
master’s courses as an under-
graduate. This could poten-
tially help students save money 
and pursue what they’re inter-
ested in further before actually 
enrolling in graduate school. 
Additionally, if you combine 
this opportunity with the many 
ways in which students can get 
college credits early, students 
earn more time to explore their 
passions as undergraduates. 

Overall, it seems like there 
are so many options to get 
ahead in education for those 
who want it.  Though getting 
ahead in one’s education has 
many benefits, some view ac-
celerated high school courses 
as colleges interefering with 
grade school, pressuring every 
students to go to college and 
placing additional stress on 
those who might actually be 
interested in attending. This 
portrays college as the de facto 
life path for each and every 
high schooler. While this may 
cause issues, it is important to 
remember that getting ahead 
through AP, ECE and other 
means is always a choice.   

The many ways to get ahead 
in one’s academic career hold 
the immense benefit of help-
ing to save money and increase 
flexibility, overall enhancing 
students’ experience. In this 
day and age, students who 
want an early start in their ca-
reers have a huge amount of re-
sources and opportunities, and 
by taking advantage of them 
there are a lot of benefits.

A giant leap for all:
The Chandrayaan-3 landing 

by Aastha Gupta | STAFF WRITER | SHE/HER/HERS | aastha.gupta@uconn.edu 

On Aug. 23 , India became 
the f irst country to land a 
rover on the south side of 
the moon when Chandray-
aan-3 successfully touched 
down. Although it didn’t 
occur in the time of the 
space age of the 1950s and 
‘60s, this was still a histor-
ic moment; no one had ever 
been able to properly ex-
plore the mysterious south 
side of the moon. However, 
this occurrence was not 
only a feat for science but 
one for India as well.  

So what is so special about 
the south side of the moon? 
One factor relates to what 
could potentially be found 
there, a substance that is 
integral to life: water. Sci-
entists hope that the rover 
will assist in the discovery of 
ice, and therefore water, on 
the moon. The potential for 
water on the moon is excit-
ing, as water’s components, 
hydrogen and oxygen, also 
help comprise rocket fuel. 
This could allow the moon to 
function as a refueling sta-
tion of sorts on the way to 
Mars. Of course, the poten-
tial of achieving this is likely 
far out in the future, but now 
we wait for the tiny rover on 
Chandrayaan-3 to journey 
around the intriguing lunar 
southern pole.  

However, it is not just sci-
ence that has benefitted from 
this feat of space exploration. 
Space programs have also 
been associated with devel-
oped countries such as the 
United States and the United 
Kingdom, as well as former 
superpowers like the Soviet 
Union. They are not often 
associated with the country 
that is most often linked with 
yoga and “Slumdog Mil-
lionaire.” While this doesn’t 
mean that India has solved 
all of its problems, its space 
program signals—much to 
the chagrin of representa-
tives of a country who once 
played a hand in the creation 
of a weakened India—that it 
is no less capable than any 
fully developed country.  

A number of British jour-
nalists seem to be confused 
as to why the U.K. was pro-
viding aid to a country with 
a space program. The U.K. 
is the country responsible 
for colonizing India and con-
tributed in many ways to 
its poverty by draining the 
country of resources and 
money for nearly 90 years; 
however, dissecting this hy-
pocrisy is worthy of its own 
article. Chandrayaan-3 is a 
presentation of great abil-
ity from a country that was 
colonized and looted for cen-

turies and still feels the ef-
fects today. In other words, 
it is a demonstration of the 
intellect and capabilities of 
the Indian people — one that 
the whole world was there to 
witness and will encourage 
Indians everywhere to hold 
their heads high.  

Space is not a place one 
single country can own. It is 
a place that offers numerous 
opportunities and potential 
discoveries we cannot even 
truly imagine. So much re-
mains to be explored, and 
this cannot be accomplished 
by any one country. In fact, 
the Chandrayaan-1, which 
first captured potential evi-
dence of water on the sur-
face of the moon, was outfit-
ted with an instrument built 
by NASA. As such, each 
country’s success should be 
seen as an achievement for 
the whole globe; this global 
collaboration and sharing 
of intellect and resources is 
what allows collective ex-
ploration of the cosmos.  

This most recent moon 
landing was a great step to-
wards discovering water on 
the moon and aided in boost-
ing the self image of India. 
Moreover, it may become the 
first step toward putting a 
person on Mars. That is an 
incredibly thrilling prospect. 

IMAGE COURTESY OF FLICKR

“Space is not a place one singlecountry can own.”
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Women’s 
Cross

 Country:
HUSKIES PLACE SECOND 

AT PROVIDENCE 
FRIAR INVITATIONAL

ATTLEBORO, MA.– On 
Friday, the Huskies battled 
through historic September 
temperatures while com-
peting in the Providence 
Friar Invitational. Con-
necticut was joined by Stony 
Brook, New Hampshire and 
Providence College at Mark 

by CJ Dexter
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
christopher.dexter@uconn.edu

Coogan Course in Attleboro, 
Massachussetts, enduring 
temperatures as high as 95 
degrees. 

The Huskies concluded 
second overall in the team 
standings with a finish scor-
ing order of No. 2, No. 7, No. 
9, No. 11, No. 12, No.13 and 
No. 14 for a total of 41 points. 
Junior Chloe Thomas led the 
Huskies with an impressive 
14:03 time in the modified 

4K race. UConn also received 
top 10 finishes from the se-
nior tandem Jenna Zydano-
wicz and Caroline Towle. 
Zydanowicz ran a 14:28 4K 
while Towle finished 13 sec-
onds later with a time of 
14:41.  

Eight Connecticut runners 
finished before Providence’s 
seven, but the hosting Fri-
ars finished in first place in 
the final score, winning the 

event with an order of No. 1, 
No. 3, No. 5, No. 6, No. 10, No. 
15 and No. 18 to finish with 25 
points. Stony Brook grabbed 
third place with a total of 66 
points while New Hampshire 
secured fourth with 118.  

With two meets completed 
early on in the season, UCo-
nn has tallied a first place 
finish in its f irst meet at the 
Suffolk Short Classic and a 
second place finish in its sec-

ond meet in the Providence 
Friar Invitational. The Hus-
kies will be looking to move 
up from its ranking of  No. 
7 in the regional ranking as 
their season continues.  

Connecticut will be back 
in action on Friday, Sept. 29 
when they compete in the 
Battle in Beantown in Bos-
ton, where they’ll look to 
continue their hot start to 
the fall 2023 season.

The UConn men’s and women’s track and field teams had a successful showing at the Northeast Challenge meet at home on April 15, 2023. Both teams finished first 
overall, with 19 personal records set throughout the weekend. 

PHOTO BY SKYLER KIM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS



Jonathan XV is sitting pretty at his first UConn Football game at the Rent. Unfortunately,  the Huskies lost to NC State, 14-24. CONNOR SHARP, PHOTO PRODUCER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Men’s Soccer: 
Lagos strikes twice 
against Huskies, Yale 
shocks UConn

On a night where the sky 
was lit up by lightning, UConn 
traveled down to New Haven 
for its first road game of the 
season. Yale, searching for 
their first win of the season, 
hoped to stun the Huskies 
in their first matchup in two 
years.  

Though no team was able to 
break the tie in the first half, 
it was filled with plenty of 
chances for both teams. 

UConn got the first opportu-
nity of the game in the seventh 
minute. A cross from sopho-
more Pierce Bateson set up 
Adil Iggoute with an oppor-
tunity in front of the net, but 
Iggoute just wasn’t able to get it 
past the diving Bulldog goalie.  

 In the very next minute, Yale 
took the ball down the pitch 
and was threatening to score, 
but was stopped by an out-
standing play from the Hus-
kies’ keeper. UConn’s Jayden 
Hibbert blocked a header from 
the oncoming Yale attack. 
However, the deflection gave 
Kai Moos a shot, but a falling 
Hibbert was somehow able to 
capture it, preserving the tie 
early in the game. 

Chris Edwards, Yale’s goal-
keeper, made a great play him-
self in the 30th minute of the 
game. A loose ball found its 
way to an open Eli Conway 
who just had the keeper beat. 
The sophomore was able to put 
the shot on goal, but an Ed-
wards foot save was just able to 
change the direction of the ball 
to keep the game tied at zero. 

The game was paused 
around the 39th minute due 
to lightning strikes in the area 
but resumed after just around 
an hour break. Neither team 
could gain the advantage in the 
few remaining minutes lead-
ing to half and the teams went 
back into their locker rooms 
scoreless to start the night. 

Coming back from the break, 
Yale appeared thirsty for goals. 
Forward Eric Lagos secured 
the lead with his first goal of 
the game and guaranteed the 
win with a dagger shot for 
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the Bulldogs. The senior from 
Minnesota netted his first two 
goals of the season which were 
vital to the Bulldogs’ first win.  

Lagos’ first goal came in the 
51st minute when a Yale cross 

landed in front of Quanah 
Brayboy that pulled Hibbert 
away from the goal. Brayboy 
passed to an open Lagos who 

kicked the easy shot in to take 
the first lead of the night. Two 

minutes later, Lagos scored 
again, this time with a header 
on the back post on a cross 
from Moos.  

UConn finally found the 
back of the net in the 89th min-

ute of the game. Freshman Lu-
cas Almeida headed the ball 
on a cross by Bateson for his 
second goal of the season to 
bring the Huskies within one, 
but there just wasn’t enough 
time for UConn to score again. 

Despite only one goal to 
show for it, Connecticut was 
solid on the attack, putting up 
17 total shots, nine of which 
ended up being on frame.  Yale 
had 13 shots themselves, but 
the two goals by Lagos proved 
to be enough to spoil the Hus-
kies’ night.  

In total there were six yel-
low cautions handed out 
throughout the game, three 
for each side but no ejections. 
The Huskies once again strug-
gled with offside penalties, 
getting four calls against them 
while Yale didn’t receive one.

With the loss, UConn settles 
in at 2-2-0 through its first 
four and heads back to Storrs 
to take on Manhattan College 
on Monday. It’ll be the fourth 
ever meeting between these 
two schools and the Jaspers 
are looking to get their first 
ever win against the Huskies. 

Manhattan enters Monday 
night with a 0-2-2 record for 
the 2023 season and has re-
ally struggled in their last 
two games. After tying Holy 
Cross and George Washing-
ton to start the season, the 
Jaspers have been blanked 
in two consecutive losses 
against La Salle and Colum-
bia.  

An important thing to note: 
UConn has also played Holy 
Cross this year and dominat-
ed. In what became its season 
opening following a canceled 
game against Charlotte, UCo-
nn crushed the Crusaders in 
a 4-0 victory. Manhattan had 
a different experience when 
they played Holy Cross just 
two days earlier. The Jas-
pers took the lead on a pen-
alty kick in the first half and 
fought to preserve it before 
Matt McGonigle hit the even-
tual game tying score with a 
penalty kick of his own.  

Those looking to stream 
Monday’s game against the 
Manhattan Jaspers can follow 
online with UConn+. 

After a rough shut out vs LIU, the UConn Huskies dominate the Siena Saints, 3-1. This adds a third 
win from UConn, looking towards a very promising season. PHOTO BY SHELAGH LAVERTY, PHOTO PRODUCER/THE 
DAILY CAMPUS

The next men’s soccer match will be against the Manhattan Jaspers on Monday evening. The Hus-
kies will be going in with a 2-2-0 record, and the Jaspers with a 0-2-2 record. PHOTO BY SHELAGH LAVERTY, 
PHOTO PRODUCER/THE DAILY CAMPUS



FIELD HOCKEY:
UCONN CONTINUES TO STRUGGLE FOLLOWING TOUGH ROAD TRIP

It was a weekend to forget 
for the UConn women’s field 

hockey team. The Huskies 
traveled out to face Cornell on 
Friday, then yesterday visited 
Syracuse to face the No. 7 Or-
angemen. Despite dropping 

both of these matchups, the 
Huskies had moments where 
they looked like they could 
take over, however, their of-
fensive opportunities seldom 
panned out, putting up a sin-
gle goal this weekend. This 
has been their kryptonite all 
season long, as they average 
one goal per contest. Despite 
UConn’s offensive woes, the 
program’s defense has been 
excellent, conceding an aver-
age of just two goals per game.  

Husky fans are feeling heart-
broken following Friday’s loss 
to Cornell, considering that 
the game got off to the start 
they desired. It took not even 
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five minutes for Connecticut’s 
Julianna Kratz to find the back 
of the cage, partly due to the 
team’s aggressiveness on of-
fense. The Huskies had five 
shots in the first quarter, in-

cluding three penalty corners; 
this put immense pressure on 
the Big Read Bears, who only 
had a single shot all quarter 
long. Despite all of the good 

things UConn did in the first 
quarter, its offense fell off a 
cliff as the Huskies failed to 
garner any significant chances 
off of four shots in the final 
three quarters. Interestingly 
enough, Cornell’s offense also 
struggled as they had fewer 
shots than UConn, yet they 
were more precise. It took 44 
minutes for Caroline Ramsey 
to put her team on the board; 
however, her night was far 
from over. Connecticut con-
ceded a penalty corner, and 
this opportunity was enough 
for Ramsey as she smashed 
her second goal of the contest 
just seven minutes later--good 

enough to give Cornell a 2-1 ad-
vantage and their first win of 
the season. 

The Husky’s second fixture 
of the weekend was never a 
close one as, again, Connecti-

cut’s offense never got any-
thing going. The only thing 
that kept UConn in the game 
was its defense, as the offense 
failed to put up a shot in the 

first half. It was a testament 
to Syracuse’s elite defense and 
the struggles of Connecticut’s 
offense. Willemijn Boogert put 
the Orangemen on the board 
with an excellent hustle play. 
Natalie McKenna had a save 
on Boogert’s initial shot; how-
ever, she could not corral the 
rebound, and in turn, Boogert 
slammed in the second chance 
opportunity to give her squad 
the early 1-0 advantage. A 
penalty corner catalyzed 
Syracuse’s first score, which 
is similar to how they found 
their second goal of the game, 
as this time it was Eefke Nieu-
wenhof exposing UConn’s de-

fense. The Huskies would put 
up a lone two shots on goal for 
the second half, both of which 
Brooke Borzymowski had no 
problem saving. Despite a sig-
nificant lead, the Orangemen 

kept the pedal to the metal: 
with seven seconds left, Am-
ber Coebergh had a long goal 
for her squad to secure a 3-0 
Orangmen victory and extend 

their undefeated streak to 5-0.  
Undoubtedly, the Huskies 

have yet to get the start they 
desire. They sit unranked with 
a 1-5 record and a schedule that 
is just as challenging as their 
first six games. Despite be-
ing on a four-game skid, there 
is plenty of time time for the 
Huskies to turn their season 
around, as they have 12 games 
left, including seven against 
Big East opponents. Com-
ing into the season, many saw 
UConn as a top-ranked team 
in the country, yet despite it 
not playing out that way, its 
defense has played at an elite 
level. Fans could see that on 

display this weekend, as the 
lack of offensive chances is 
what lost the Huskies their last 
two games.  

Historically speaking, 
UConn’s offensive production 

hasn’t always been this poor. 
Over the previous two sea-
sons, the Huskies have aver-
aged two goals a game, yet in 
the four-season span between 

2017 and 2020, they had one 
season where they failed to put 
up four goals a game, which 
was in 2019. In that season, 
UConn went 19-4 and put up 
over three goals a game, which 
was undoubtedly a successful 
campaign. There’s no way to 
sugarcoat it.  

If Connecticut wants to find 
success and earn top-dog sta-
tus as a premier field hockey 
team, they need to generate 
more offense. If the program 
can find a way to create more 
offensive opportunities and 
maintain their electric defense, 
fans should expect to see more 
Husky wins in the future. 

UConn field hockey loses a close match against Rutgers with a score of 1-2 in double overtime on Sept. 1, 2023. Their season record is now 1-2. 
PHOTO BY SHELAGH LAVERTY, PHOTO PRODUCER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The UConn field hockey team was met with two hard losses against Cornell and Syracuse. Over the course of both games, they were only able to score one goal, but 
had stronger defense. 
PHOTO BY SHELAGH LAVERTY, PHOTO PRODUCER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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UConn may have found their quarterback 
tonight. I just hope they realize it.

Dom
@nostraDOMus
Looks like UConn will be wearing Kobe and 
Gigi Nike shoes this season! Excited to see!

go tennis!!! 🎾
@probablyatypo
dorka still uses all her uconn stuff 🥺🥺

@uconnmsoc
@jayden.hibbert coming in at #3 today on 
@sportscenter Top 10! 💪

 

  

 
WHAT TO KEEP AN EYE ON THIS WEEK
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UCONN SCOREBOARD
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Upcoming Games

Volleyball
Saturday

3 1

vs.

Football, 3:30 p.m. Sat
East Hartford, Conn

vs.

Soccer, 7 p.m. Monday
Storrs, Conn

Football:
HUSKIES OUTCLASSED IN 

SOUR SOUTHERN SHOWING
Before Satur-

day, in UConn 
football’s past 
33 games away 
from Rent-
schler Field, 
the Huskies 
mustered just 
three wins. 
Connecticut ’s 
latest game 
against Georgia 
State contribut-
ed to that streak 
and gave many the 
same ‘here we go 
again’ feeling that 
has been synonymous 
with UConn football.  

“That’s not the foot-
ball team that I see ev-
ery day in meetings and 
practice,” head coach Jim 
Mora said of his Huskies. 
“But unfortunately, that’s 
the team we are. The score-
board tells the story of who 
you are. We’re an 0-2 football 
team that just got beat 35-14 
by Georgia State. We were 
pitiful on offense, we weren’t 
good enough on defense, we 
turned the ball over. The re-
ality is, that’s the football 
team we are right now. That’s 
not the football team I hope to 
become, but in order for us to 
get better, everybody has to 
look right here. We have a lot 
of soul-searching to do.” 

UConn struggled in most 
facets of the game. The Hus-
kies were penalized for near-
ly three times as many yards 
as the Panthers, turned the 
ball over three times, had 
trouble defending the rush 
and most notably couldn’t 
find any f low on the ground 
offensively.  

“[Georgia State] tackled 
really well, but that’s no ex-
cuse,” noted Mora. “For us 
to run 31 times for 50 yards, 
you’d have thought we were 
playing the ‘85 Bears. Give 
them credit, because they did 
a hell of a job, but we didn’t 
execute and we didn’t call the 
right plays, we didn’t prac-
tice the right looks, we didn’t 
script right. It falls on all of 
us to do better.” 

The Huskies’ defense start-
ed the game on a solid note, 
forcing a three and out, but 
the offense provided no sup-
port in response. With the 
Connecticut defense back 
on the field just six plays af-
ter they made a stop, Geor-
gia State quarterback Dar-
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ren Grainger began to apply 
pressure. Although his first 
two rushes resulted in one 

lone yard, he opened up 
the passing game with 

a big third down 
conversion. On the 

very next play, 
Grainger took the 
snap and bolted 
towards a siz-
able hole his 
offensive line 
created, out-
running every-
one for a 65 yard 

touchdown. 
“We got out of our 

gap and you can’t get 
out of your gap when 

you’re playing a quar-
terback like that,” Mora 

said of the play. “The 
guy has really good 

speed and he can 
f ly straight. He’s 

not as shifty as 
[NC State QB 

B r e n n a n 
A r m -

s t r o n g ] , 

but he’s fast.” 
The Huskies put together a 

nine play drive well into Pan-
ther territory, but penalties 
pushed them back towards 
midfield. Turning adversity 
into disaster, Connecticut’s 
third and long play ended in 
a fumble.  

Fortunately for UConn, 
Georgia State gave the ball 
right back to the Huskies on a 
fumble of their own. The big-
gest play of the Huskies’ sub-
sequent drive was a defensive 
pass interference, accounting 
for 13 of the team’s 17 yards. 
Forced to try a 48 yard field 
goal, kicker Joe McFadden 
missed the uprights left, leav-
ing Connecticut empty once 
again. 

UConn’s next drive wasn’t 
much better. The Huskies 

managed two first downs, 
but quarterback Joe Fagnano 
took a blow to his throwing 
shoulder on a rush. He tried 
to tough it out on third down, 
but couldn’t throw the ball 
properly and was forced to 
leave the game. 

Fagnano hadn’t done much 
up to that point, attempting 
nine passes and nine carries. 
He managed just 74 yards 
across those attempts, with 
the offense generally stale. 
The Maine transfer didn’t 
have the start to the season he 
likely hoped for, still without 
a touchdown in the air or on 
the ground. 

The Husky defense did 
their part to give backup QB 
Ta’Quan Roberson the ball 
quickly, allowing just one 
yard in three plays. With 
the Panthers punting, kick 
returner and wide receiver 
Brett Buckman let the ball 
slip through his hands. Geor-
g i a State recovered and 

scored six plays 
later. 

1 2 

p l a y s 
a f t e r 
that, the 
score was 
21-0, with 
C o n n e c t i -
cut showing 
no life going 
into the half. 

C o m -
ing out of 
the locker 
room, UCo-
nn needed 
a n s w e r s . 
I n s t e a d , 
they were 
left with 
m o r e 
quest ions 
as they 
ma naged 
f o u r 
p l a y s 

before kicking it away. Start-
ing at their own eight yard 
line, the Panthers had a 
chance to effectively ice the 
game. Following 15 snaps, 7.5 
minutes and 92 yards, run-
ning back Marcus Carroll 
waltzed into the end zone to 
make it a four score contest. 

With Georgia State moving 
to a prevent defense, the Hus-
kies finally began to show life 
in the fourth quarter with a 
pair of touchdown passes, 
including an 
e x c e l l e n t 
grab by 
B u c k-
m a n . 
I t 

was ultimately too little, too 
late, as Georgia State emerged 
with the 35-14 victory. 

This was an uncharacteris-
tic effort from the Huskies in 
the Jim Mora era. Although 
they’re 1-6 now on the road 
since he took over, this is the 
most listless they’ve looked. 
If the offense can stay on the 
field longer, the defense will 
have an easier time making 
stops. There’s any number 
of fixes that need to be made, 
but finding energy on the 

road and minimizing the 
self-inf licted errors is 

mission critical. 
Unlike last year, 
the team needs to 

win away from 
home if they 
want to play in a 
bowl game. The 
path still exists, 
but losing this 
game to a con-
sensus bot-
tom-20 team 

is a bad sign. It’s 
easy to panic and 
decide that the 

sky is falling, but 
the reality is that 

there’s time to 
fix these 

p r o b -
l e m s . 

L a s t 
year’s Hus-

kies started 
1-4.  
If they can 

clean up their 
sloppy play and 

find an offensive 
rhythm, the wins 

are on the table. If 
not, it’s going to be a 
long season. The Hus-
kies’ chance to turn 

things around starts 
this Saturday at home 
against FIU, a team 
they beat on the road 
last year. 

“...in 
order for us 
to get better, 
everybody has to 
look right here. We 
have a lot of soul-
searching to do.”
JIM MORA

UConn Huskies quarterback Joseph Fagnano catches a ball during a game. The team lost to 
Georgia State 35-14.
PHOTO COURTESY OF @UCONNFOOTBALL ON INSTAGRAM


