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SQUARE PEG PIZZERIA IN DOWNTOWN
STORRS OPENS OVER WEEKEND

by Colin Piteo
NEWS EDITOR
HE/HIM/HIS
colin.piteo@uconn.edu

Square Peg Pizzeria opened
to the public on Oct. 7, 2023.
The pizzeria opened in the
space that was once occupied
by Geno’s Grille, which va-
cated the spot in 2020 in the
wake of the pandemic. The
opening marks the first of
many that will occur over the
next few months, with Playa
Bowls also filling a storefront
vacated during COVID-19.

Shannon Cerruto, the Cre-
ative Marketing Director for
Square Peg Pizzeria and pres-
ident of Salt Media, spoke
with The Daily Campus about
the launch of the restaurant
and how it was received by
the community. Cerruto said
that this weekend’s opening
was a soft opening, and that a
grand opening is planned for
the near future.

“Our opening was very suc-
cessful! We loved having the
UConn Huskies swing by to
try our pizza and to enjoy our
DJ for late night!” Cerruto
said via email. “We are cur-
rently in a soft opening phase
but in a few weeks, we will
have our grand opening with
1,000 pizzas free giveaway!”

When asked how the com-
munity has responded thus far
to the new restaurant, Cerruto
said that there has been posi-
tive engagement and feedback
so far, with the Storrs commu-
nity posing some specific ad-
vantages and opportunities as
opposed to other communities.

“The community’s response
has been nothing but fantastic
thus far! The students, faculty,
and Storrs community have
been warm and welcoming to
us!” Cerruto said. “The location
in Storrs has a very fun, young
and energetic atmosphere! We
will enjoy watching sports
games, having parents, friends
and families visit us on campus,

Square Pe5 Pizzeria opens a new location in Downtown Storrs. The restaurant offers stone-fired pizzas, |taI|an

dishes, an
and being part of every chang-

ing and evolving community!”

When asked about any
specific interactions the res-
taurant has had with the
university community, Cer-
ruto reiterated the positive re-
sponse the restaurant has been
getting from UConn students
and the general desire for new
dining options on campus.

“It’s been amazing! Every-
one is eager to have a new
restaurant open on campus,
people have been extremely
excited and open to having us
on campus!” Cerruto said.

Square Peg Pizzeria’s Storrs
location is the eighth location
in Connecticut. Other loca-
tions include Glastonbury,
Enfield and Vernon. The
menu includes a variety of
pizza options but also offers
salads and sandwiches.

The restaurant chain was
founded in 2019 in Glaston-
bury with a focus on pizza,
traditional Italian fare and
the added element of coin-
operated arcade games. The

original location was opened
by chef Tyler Anderson, who
has opened other restaurants
in Connecticut including Mill-
wright’s in Simsbury and Ta-
que in West Hartford, accord-
ing to the Hartford Courant.
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“We will enjoy watching sports games, having parents,
friends and families visit us on campus and being a part

of every changing and evolving community!”

SHANNON CERRUTO

UConn s downtown area on a rainy sunday night in Storrs, Conn. on Sept. 24 2023 Downtown has

been the home of huskies’ favorite places since 2012.
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University of
Connecticut
students
frustrated with
limited laundry
room equipment
and space
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Beginning the second week
of the fall 2023 semester, a num-
ber of broken washers and dry-
ers led students to crowd the
laundry rooms of the residen-
tial buildings on the University
of Connecticut Storrs campus.

There are 240 washers and
300 dryers on a campus hous-
ing nearly 12,000 students,
according to UConn Today.
Residents feel that there aren’t
enough effective washing or
drying machines in the resi-
dential buildings and that laun-
dry room expansion is needed.

First-semester political sci-
ence major Ryan Samuel-Mc-
Grath, a resident of Lester E.
Shippee Residence Hall, said
there are only four washers
and six dryers in their laun-
dry room, most of which break
down often. This leads to a lot
of frustration among students
as they have to wait for a chance
to clean their clothes.

“Even if just one machine
breaks, it can take hours
or even days to get an open
washing machine,” said Sam-
uel-McGrath.

Students believe that with
a school as grand as UConn,
the funding should go to-
ward more laundry machines
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and space. Some even think
that money from their tuition
should be used to cover the
cost of this expansion.

“It’s outrageous that our tu-
ition is so high and continues to
go up each year when all of the
washing machines and dryers
don’t even work half the time,”
said first-semester student Al-
lie Wester, a current resident of
John Buckley Residence Hall.
She feels that UConn should
utilize the money students are
paying to attend the university
as a way to make up for the time
and effort it takes to do laundry
with limited machinery.

According to a student work-
er at UConn’s Department of
Residential Life, “UConn defi-
nitely has it in their budget to
expand the laundry rooms, but
if they don’t deem it necessary,
then they won’t. They are most
likely trying to save money
for funding other things, like
events, for the school.”

In addition to the student
perspective, all of the laundry
rooms have been in their cur-
rent state for the 13 years that
Nathan R. Bedard Sr., man-
ager of interior renewals and
advocate for UConn Facilities
Operations, has been work-
ing for the university. He said
that the number of machines
in each residential building is
determined by how much the
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physical space can hold and if
the space can hold the amount
of air vented out of the dryers,
then out of the building and
eventually back into the space.

According to Bedard, the
cost of a laundry room expan-
sion would be dependent on the
space and how much air and
machines it can hold. From the
Facilities Operations perspec-
tive, UConn can use their funds
to purchase new machines to
replace ineffective ones, yet
they are stagnant toward the
idea of expanding laundry
rooms due to the make-up air
from the dryers.

Even buildings that have a
large number of washers and
dryers face complaints.

First-semester student Alon-
dra Gonzalez, who lives in Pe-
ter J. Werth Residence Tower,
the newest residential build-
ing on campus, says laundry
rooms should be expanded
“because there is no set time for
certain people to use the wash-
ers and dryers and people take
advantage of that.” She thinks
that there needs to be a better
laundry system so that chaos
doesn’t arise. She also believes
that rules need to be estab-
lished to prevent people from
taking others’ clothes out of the
machines, as this is a common
issue within all of the residen-
tial buildings as well.
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Biden’s second try at student loan cancellation

(AP) — President Joe Biden’s
second attempt at student loan
cancellation moved forward
Tuesday with a first round of
negotiations to help guide the
administration to a new plan.

The Biden administration
vowed to try again after the
Supreme Court rejected an ear-
lier plan in June. In opening
remarks at Tuesday’s hearing,
Under Secretary of Education
James Kvaal said the debt cri-
sis threatens to undercut the
promise of higher education.

“Student loan debt in this
country has grown so large that
it siphons off the benefits of col-
lege for many students,” Kvaal
said in prepared remarks.
“Some loans made to young
adults stretch into retirement
with no hope of being repaid.
These debt burdens are shared
by families and communities.”

Biden directed the Educa-
tion Department to find anoth-
er path to loan relief after con-
servatives on the high court
ruled that he couldn’t cancel
loans using a 2003 law called
the HEROES Act.

The latest attempt will rest
on a sweeping law known as
the Higher Education Act,
which gives the education sec-
retary authority to waive stu-
dent loans, although how far
that power extends is the sub-
ject of legal debate.

The Education Department
hopes to settle the dispute by
adding federal rules that clarify
when the secretary can waive
student loans. To change those
rules, however, the department
is required to assemble a com-
mittee of outside negotiators to
help hash out details.

The first day of negotia-
tions, held virtually, lasted
more than five hours but ap-
peared to bring the depart-
ment no closer to clarity. Much
of the discussion centered on
the shortcomings of existing
student loan cancellation pro-

b

grams or problems caused by
student loan interest.

Department officials repeat-
edly intervened to say those
problems don’t fall under the
scope of the current process.

The negotiators all come from
outside the federal government
and represent a range of view-
points on student loans. The
panel includes students and of-
ficials from a range of colleges,
along with loan servicers, state
officials and advocates includ-
ing the NAACP.

It’s unclear who will be eli-
gible for forgiveness under the
new plan and how much relief
they would get. Those details
will be decided after the ad-
ministration takes input from
the negotiators, who meet in a
series of sessions scheduled to
continue into December.

Responding to suggestions
from the panel, administration
officials said they aren’t con-
sidering blanket cancellation.

“We are not looking at a
broad-based debt cancella-
tion where we are going to
wipe off debt in its entirety.
We are looking at individual
ways that the secretary can
exercise the authority to grant
waivers,” said Tamy Aberna-
thy, who leads a policy group
in the department.

She later clarified that the
department’s next proposal
“could cancel some borrow-
ers’ debt completely, but it
could not cancel all borrow-
ers debt completely.”

At the end of the process,
negotiators will vote on a pro-
posed rule drafted with input
from their discussions. If they
reach consensus on a proposal,
the department will move for-
ward with it. If they don’t, the
agency will propose its own
plan, which can be finalized
after a public comment period.

The Education Department
routinely uses negotiated rule-
making to enact federal regu-
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moves forward with debate over the plan’s detalls

President Joe Biden speaks on student loan debt forgiveness on Oct. 4, 2023 in the Roosevelt
Room of the White House in Washington, D.C. Biden’s second attempt at student loan cancella-
tion is moving forward as a group of negotiators meets Oct. 10 to debate what a new proposal

might look like.
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lation, and it’s required for any
regulation related to student
financial aid. It can be a long
and painstaking process, and
it often finishes without con-
sensus among negotiators.

“My administration
is doing everything
it can to deliver
student debt relief.”
PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN

Biden has called for a new
plan to help “as many borrow-
ers as possible,” but it’s unclear
whether it will be as expan-
sive as his first proposal. That
plan would have canceled up
to $20,000 in federal student

The Whlte House, where Joe Biden resides, is located in Washington, D.C. Biden’s second attempt at

student loan cancellation moved forward on Tuesday, Oct. 10.
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loans for borrowers with in-
comes below $125,000 or cou-
ples below $250,000.

Republicans rallied against
the cancellation, saying it
would add an unfair benefit
for college graduates at the ex-
pense of millions of taxpayers
who didn’t attend college. In
2022, about 47% of Americans
age 25 or older had at least an
associate degree, along with
15% who went to college but
had no degree, according to
the Census Bureau.

The administration plans
to finalize the new rule some-
time next year, but Education
Secretary Miguel Cardona has
declined to say if it will be in
place before next fall’s presi-
dential election. In a recent in-
terview with The Associated
Press, he said he’s working “as
quickly as possible.”

He also noted that the
court’s ruling “will have to
factor in to the steps we take
moving forward.”

Some legal analysts see the
court’s decision as a rejec-
tion of any mass cancellation
without action from Con-
gress. The court concluded
that the education secretary
has power “to make modest
adjustments and additions
to existing provisions, not
transform them.”

As a starting point for nego-
tiators, the Education Depart-
ment published an issue paper
outlining some of the primary
questions that will be up for
debate. It offers few clues on
the department’s vision for
loan cancellation, but it iden-
tifies five groups of borrowers
who may be in need of relief.
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Madeline Papcun, Editor-in-Chief
Raquel Montelindo, Managing Editor
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Charlotte Chen, Digital Editor
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Shannon Hong, Associate Managing Editor
Ky’Lynn Monts, Associate Digital Editor

Negotiators are being asked
how the agency should help:

— Borrowers whose inter-
est grows so much that their
balances exceed what they
initially owed;

— Those who are eligible
for loan cancellation under
existing income-driven re-
payment plans but have not
applied for those programs;

— Those who borrowed loans
to attend college programs that
didn’t lead to jobs with enough
earnings to repay their loans;

— Borrowers with older loans
taken out before Congress cre-
ated benefits meant to ease the
burden of student debt;

— Those who face hard-
ships “that the current stu-
dent loan system does not ad-
equately address.”

It also asks negotiators to dis-
cuss the types of factors that
would merit loan cancellation.
The paper notes that, when
deciding whether to collect on
debt, some other federal agen-
cies consider whether it “would
be against equity and good con-
science,” or if it would “impose
financial hardship.”

At a White House briefing
last week, Biden drew attention
to the problem of ballooning in-
terest. Many college graduates
have been making payments
for years, he said, “but because
of interest, they still owe more
than they originally borrowed.”

“My administration is do-
ing everything it can to de-
liver student debt relief to as
many as we can, as fast as we
can,” Biden said.

The negotiators will meet
virtually for two-day ses-
sions on Nov. 6 and Dec. 11.
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Study Break
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ACROSS
1 Address letters
5 Skyrocket
9 Old-timey “OMGY”
13 “Fancy seeing
you here!”
14 Disgraced energy
firm
16 Zigzagged
17 Ring loudly
18 Do not disturb
19 Barbara who
played a TV genie
20 Trip, as an alarm
22 Cry of pain
24 Goblin kin
25 Simple earrings
27 Number of players
in a chess game
28 Cry from a crib
29 Say further
31 Problems picky
people pick
33 Outstanding
35 Word after film
and before cut
37 Energy option
involving roof
panels
39 Branch out (from)
41 Steep-walled
formation
42 Move at a snail’s
pace
43 Personal charisma
44 “College
GameDay”
network
45 “That makes my
blood boil!”
46 Word to opt
out of a text
subscription
47 Ab-crunching
exercise
49 Many a retired
racehorse
51 Snicker syllable
52 PC panic key
53 Org. for Twins
55 Poke fun at
57 “l knew it!”
58 Spot to fish from
60 Stands too close
to
63 Cries noisily
65 “Super cool!”
67 Quite urgent
68 App with
crowdsourced
reviews
69 Diamond flaw?
70 Neck of the
woods

CROSSWORD

By Joseph A. Gangi

71 Cruising, say

72 __money:
startup funds

73 Stitched together

DOWN
1 Short flights
2 “Beautiful
Mistakes” rapper
Megan ___
Stallion
3 **You should be
ashamed!”
4 Flight school
graduate
5 *Ability to show
restraint
6 Undivided
7 Pseudo-
sophisticated
8 High-tech worker
9 Farm female
10 Remain
uncertain until
the very end, and
what the answers
to the starred
clues do?
11 Everyman
12 Judi who plays
Queen Victoria in
“Mrs Brown” and
“Victoria & Abdul”
15 *Recent entry in
Guinness, say

10/11/23
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21 Amusing

23 Blue

26 Seattle’s WNBA
team

29 Highest point

30 Formal footwear

32 Shuts with a bang

34 Philosophies,
informally

36 Have a yen for

38 Look for

40 Have the blues

48 Ballpark figure?

CLASSIFIEDS

10/11/23

50 Musician’s gift

52 GPA booster

54 Stout and porter

56 Cola and ginger
ale

59 Red in the center

61 Did some
doodling

62 Actor Gunn who
plays Kraglin in
the MCU

64 Hot tub

66 Stubbing victim

Policy: Classifieds are non-refundable. Credit will be given if an error materially affects the meaning of the ad and only for the first incorrect insertion. Ads will only be printed if
they are accompanied by both first and last name as well as telephone number. Names and numbers may be subject to verification. All advertising is subject to acceptance by The Daily
Campus, which reserves the right to reject any ad copy at its sole discretion. The Daily Campus does not knowingly accept ads of a fraudulent nature.
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AND
HOW IO DOIT
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desirae.sin@uconn.edu

ave you
e v e r
bombed an
exam even
though
you spent
hours staring at textbooks
and praying to whatever
god will listen to allow you
to pass? Yeah, we’ve all been
there. Luckily, the Academic
Achievement Center helps
students find better strategies
for studying and understand-
ing their course material to
help with that dilemma.

On Monday, Oct. 9 the
AAC hosted a workshop
called “Strategies for Deeper
Learning.” Henry Wen, an
eighth-semester psychology
major minoring in human
development and family sci-
ences, and Margaret Luo, a
physiology and neurobiology
major minoring in materials
science and engineering, are
both coaches of the AAC at
the Storrs campus. They be-
gan their workshop by asking
students to guess the average
number of sign-ins that the
AAC receives in an academic
year. Shockingly, the number
amounts to over 15,000 stu-
dents who utilize the resourc-
es the AAC provides.

Wen wanted the audience
to understand that “there is
no right or wrong answer for
what is a good study strategy,
but some are certainly more
effective than others.” The
AAC defines the least effec-
tive study strategies as high-
lighting, mnemonic devices
and rereading. The most ef-
fective studying strategies
are teaching others, using
practice tests or problems
and studying over a long pe-
riod of time.

Wen and Luo broke down
learning into six categories.
The first is remembering,
which includes keywords
such as “list”, “receive”, “re-
call”, “identify” and “trivia
knowledge”. This is based
around general knowledge
that you might have learned
but don’t have a deeper un-
derstanding of quite yet. An
example is being able to rec-
reate the Apple logo from
memory. In most cases you
would just draw an apple
with a bite mark, but specific
details such as the direction
of the leaf or which side the
bite is on requires more than
just a vague memory. Wen
poses the question, “Is being
familiar with something the
same as having learned it?”

The second category is un-
derstanding, described with
words such as “explain”,
“summarize”, “describe”, “in-
terpret” and “paraphrase”.
Understanding takes the
memorization of the con-
cepts further and asks you to
describe them in a more de-
tailed manner.

Application is the third
level, asking you to calculate,
solve, execute, implement
and relate the material. Can
you solve 4x2-4x-4=0 us-
ing the quadratic formula?
Questions like this are ex-
amples of application at
work, applying material to-
wards other concepts in or-
der to solve problems.

Fourth is analysis, with the
keywords “contrast”, “com-
pare”, “classify”, “organize”

and “discuss”. Being able to
relate issues to others lets you
gain a better understanding
of them individually as well
as the relationships between
concepts. This is especially
useful to students studying
literature or in majors that

“There is no right or
wrong answer for what is
a good study strategy, but

some are certainly more
effective than others.”

- HENRY WEN

Eighth - semester
psychology major, HDFS
minor

require critical thinking on a
daily basis.

Fifth is evaluation, or cri-
tique, decide, support, argue
and defend your stance. Wen
and Luo asked the audience
to think about which din-
ing hall is the best and to de-
scribe why. There were vary-
ing opinions (Northwest is
the best) but this was essen-
tially an exercise in evalu-
ation. Another case where
evaluation could be applied
is this question: should Con-
necticut legalize euthanasia?
Why or why not? Situations
where you must decide on an
outcome requires you to eval-
uate both sides further. You
cannot support one without
also understanding the other.

The final category is to cre-
ate, which means to design,
construct, develop, generate
or modify something. This
was a more difficult concept
to describe since it can’t be
applied to all subjects, but
Luo best sums it up with an
example: “Einstein made the
equation E = mc?2 for his theo-
ry of special relativity, and he
was able to do so because he
had a very deep understand-
ing of physics.”

Some techniques and exer-
cises that were mentioned in-
clude mind maps, which are
diagrams on a certain topic
that help expand upon it.
“Mind maps help me focus on
one thing and what that re-
lates to,” states Luo. She men-
tions that she also uses study
guides and the Cornell study
method. The Cornell method
requires you to self-test your-
self on material regularly.
The Pomodoro Technique is
a time management method,
where you break down study-
ing into long, segmented ses-
sions with short breaks in
between. Wu describes the
Pomodoro Technique as “reps
for your brain!”

The final study method
that Wen and Luo mentioned
is a common one: the five-day
study plan. It includes chunk-
ing information, creating
strategies to approach mate-
rial, distributing practice and
reviewing versus preparing.
This plan holds students to a
strict regimen. “It’s harder to
procrastinate when you have
a plan in your face,” says Luo.

The AAC is located in room
217 of the John W. Rowe Cen-
ter for Undergraduate Edu-
cation on the Storrs campus.
It’s located in room 202 of the
Hartford Times Building on
the Hartford campus and in
room 128 of the Waterbury
campus. The AAC is open
Monday through Thursday
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and on
Fridays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

THE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
CENTER IS HELPING STUDENTS
FIND BETTER STRATEGIES FOR
STUDYING AND UNDERSTAND-

ING THEIR COURSE MATERIAL TO

HELP WITH THAT DILEMMA.
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As we go through our day,
we might not notice that in-
ner seal on our pint of ice
cream or medicine bottle.
Nearly 40 years ago, seven
people unfortunately died
after consuming Tylenol cap-
sules that had been tampered
with before such a seal was
introduced. The new five-
part CBS documentary series
"Painkiller: The Tylenol Mur-
ders" (TV-14) retells the story
of the murders and ongoing
investigation with witnesses
and first-hand interviews.

The Chicago Tylenol mur-
ders, a chilling series of poi-
sonings that transpired in
September of 1982, marked a
watershed moment in prod-
uct safety and public trust.
The perpetrator contaminated
capsules of extra-strength Ty-
lenol with potassium cyanide,
a strong poison, and placed
them back on the shelves. Sev-
en people died after consum-
ing the tainted pills, just look-

ing for relief from a headache.

The documentary series
takes a deep dive into the
subject, providing hours of
archival footage and new in-
terviews with the victims’
families and others involved.
The filmmakers spoke with
Helen Jensen, one of the nurs-
es originally involved with
the case, who helped play a
pivotal role in determining
that Tylenol was the common
factor between three siblings
who had mysteriously died.
We also hear from the inves-
tigators and police forces in-
volved in the ongoing search.
Part of the story follows
James Lewis, who originally
wrote a letter to Johnson &
Johnson asking for $1 mil-
lion in return for stopping
the killings. Lewis had been a
suspectin anumber of other crimes.

Although he maintained
his innocence and initially
cooperated with investiga-
tors, Lewis was convicted of
extortion and spent 10 years
in prison. Immediately fol-
lowing the deaths, Johnson &
Johnson and other medicine
distributors invoked a major

recall of all capsules avail-
able for sale, in the order of
millions of lost dollars.

Across the country, other
incidents of death from tam-
pered medicine and food
occurred after the Chicago
deaths. These events prompt-
ed consumers to scrutinize
packaging and manufactur-
ers to prioritize stronger
protective measures. Johnson
& Johnson's handling of the
crisis, emphasizing public
safety over financial consid-
erations, earned praise and
became a case study in cri-
sis management. Some of the
long-lasting effects of these
killings include tamper-evi-
dent packaging and improved
capsule designs.

However, in recent years,
the original Tylenol case has
been reignited thanks to new
forensic and DNA technolo-
gy. The film explores some of
the new lab techniques being
used to help determine the
killer, including inspection
of fingerprints and micro-
scopic cells on evidence. Part
of these technologies help de-
termine if DNA on items has

degraded over time using a
proprietary process developed by
a Texas-based laboratory.

As one of the most famous
unsolved murder cases,
"Painkiller: The Tylenol
Murders" presents the story
and ongoing investigation
of the Tylenol deaths in an
engaging and informative
manner supplemented by a
wealth of never-before-heard
information. Fans of true
crime or unsolved mysteries
will definitely be interested
in this series. Produced by
WBBM - CBS Chicago, you
can watch "Painkiller: The
Tylenol Murders" as a spe-
cial on Friday Oct. 13 on CBS
(local WFSB channel 3 - Hus-
kyVision channel 3) or on-
demand with a Paramount
Plus subscription.

Rating:

Life

‘Painkiller: The Tylenol

Murders’ docu-series
cracks open the real-
life story of the taint-

ed Tylenol murders

THE TYLENOL

SPuramount +

ORIGINAL

KILLER

MURDERS

STREAMING OCTOBER 10

(ABOVE) PHOTO COURTESY OF IMDB
(LEFT) PHOTO BY SAGE ROSS/FLICKR
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Campus Buildings

Can you find these dUConn Storrs campus buildings below?
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A JIM JORDAN

SPEAKERSHIP WOULD BE
DISASTROUS FOR AMERICA

by Dan Stark | ASSOCIATE OPINION EDITOR | HE/HIM/HIS | daniel.stark@uconn.edu

FILE ILLUSTRATION/THE DAILY CAMPUS

In
m y
column
last week, I
discussed a few po-
tential candidates who could
potentially replace Kevin Mc-
Carthy as Speaker of the House
after his historic removal from
the speakership last Tuesday. But
there was one candidate that I
neglected to address: Jim Jordan.
Jordan, the chair of the House Ju-
diciary Committee and notorious
conservative firebrand from Ohio,
is one of two declared Republican
candidates vying for the speaker’s
gavel, the other being House Ma-
jority Leader Steve Scalise. As Jor-
dan’s support continues to grow
within the House Republican
Conference, Americans need to be
worried about the potential disas-
ter of a Jordan speakership.

So why do I jump to such a
conclusion when he hasn’t even
been elected Speaker yet? Well,
let’s start with his record. Jordan
has established himself as one of
the most conservative members
of Congress in the 2ist century,
most notably evidenced by his
earning of a 100% rating from the
American Conservative Union for
a record 14 straight years. Conser-
vative is the wrong word to define
Jordan, as this makes him seem
respectable. Simply put, Jordan is
a far-right ideologue who is more
known for controversial state-
ments and not wearing a suit jacket
than passing meaningful legisla-
tion. This was emphasized when
he became a founding member and
the inaugural chair of the House
Freedom Caucus, the most ex-
treme faction of the House Repub-
lican Conference and Congressasa
whole. As first chair of the caucus,
he led the charge that ultimately
led to John Boehner’s resignation
in 2015 and became known as a
“legislative terrorist” who rallied
against the Republican establish-
ment and “business as usual.”

Perhaps the most concerning
part of Jordan’s ideology is his
unwavering support of Donald
Trump. Jordan has established
himself as one of Trump’s most
stalwart and loyal defenders. This
was on full display in 2020 as Jor-
dan fiercely pushed Trump’s false
and delusional claims of fraud fol-
lowing the presidential election
and even provided a legal theory
to White House Chief of Staff
Mark Meadows arguing that Mike
Pence

McCarthy, who was continually
at war with his uber-conservative
colleagues and at least attempted
to reduce their influence, Jordan
would amplify the voices of the far-
thest-right representatives in the
House. He would give these mem-
bers a platform to spew misinfor-
mation and fearmonger voters in
a way that Fox News could only
dream of. Despite not even making
upamajority of the House Republi-
can Conference, the Freedom Cau-
cus would become the most pow-
erful caucus in the House, as they

finally

w0 “|F ELECTED, JORDAN 12"
S WOULDEASILY BETHE 3™
"5 MOST IDEOLOGICALLY- - "
mented  EXTREME SPEAKER N~ tems o
=" AMERICAN HISTORY AND <"
fereet \NOULD BE THE CROWNING :23:
21~ ACHIEVEMENT OF THE i
“\:i% FREEDOM CAUCUS' BLAZE .
5" OFDESTRUCTION, it

of West Georgia Marjorie Taylor
Greene. As areward for his spine-
less bootlicking, Trump awarded
Jordan with an almighty “com-
plete and total endorsement” of
his candidacy that will likely rally
the Freedom Caucus behind him
in his bid for the speakership.

If elected, Jordan would easily
be the most ideologically-extreme
speaker in American history and
would
be the
crowning
achieve-
ment of the
Freedom
Caucus’
blaze of de-
struction.
Unlike

Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, then a
member of the House Select Com-
mittee on Benghazi, listens to ques-
tioning on Capitol Hill in Washington,
Jan. 27, 2015. Now, as the House
Judiciary Committee chairman, the
longtime Republican stalwart has
emerged as a top contender to re-
place former House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy who was voted out of the
job by a contingent of hard-right
conservatives, Oct. 3, 2023.

FILE PHOTO/AP

with his Democratic colleagues
during his tenure and I wouldn’t
expect that to change anytime
soon. Passing any sort of mean-
ingful legislation is going to be an
absolute dog fight, especially
when the temporary 45-day
spending Band-Aid ex-

pires soon. Embold-

ened and encour-

aged by their

supportive leader, conservative
rabble-rousers are likely to push
forward an impeachment inquiry
against Joe Biden just because
they can and pursue an investiga-
tion of Hunter Biden so that Laura
Ingraham and Sean Hannity have
something to talk about on their
shows. Recent polling has shown
that a majority of Americans op-
pose such an impeachment inqui-
ry, but who can be that surprised
that Republicans would ignore
what the public thinks? The leg-
islation and actions taken under
a Jordan speakership would only
serve the purpose of pleasing their
all-powerful endorsement giver
and providing material for the Fox
News outrage machine, all at the
expense of the American people.
With all that said, it’s important
to note that Jordan does not have
the votes to win the speakership
yet. The battle between him and
Scalise for who will ultimately
lift the gavel still has a long way
to go. If Jordan emerges victori-
ous, Americans should expect big
changes in the House of Represen-
tatives. A Jordan victory would
embolden the far-right more than
ever by giving them control of one
of the most powerful legislative
bodies in the world. I can’t see any
scenario where there are any net
positives for Speaker Jim Jordan
— unless Bill Hader revives his hi-
larious impression of him on Sat-
urday Night
Live.
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Photo of the Day | It's gamin time

.

Ellsworth building has a game room where students can get involved and relax. It can also serve study sessions when it’s not as active.
PHOTO BY BRIAN JEREZ, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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ROUNDTABLE

WHO WILL HAVE THE BEST WALK-UP SONG DURING FIRST NIGHT?

UConn basketball’s First Night event at Gampel Pavilion is almost upon us, and Huskies fans will have an opportunity to get a first look at both the men’s and
women’s basketball teams’ fresh rosters. While there will be plenty of skill events to get fans excited for the season, this will also be an opportunity to see who has
the best walk-up song on the team. Thanks to some impeccable research by staff writer Ava Inesta, we have some great info about the music taste of players like Solo-
mon Ball and Tristen Newton. Today, our writers predict who will have the best of the bunch in a special First Night edition of The Daily Campus Sports roundtable:

by Evan Rodriguez
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
evanrodriguez@uconn.edu

Diarra, a New York native
with some of the best swagger
on the roster, is a huge sleeper
pick for the best hype song on
the team. With the info that
we know about Diarra’s music
taste, the UConn guard picked

“Dreams and Nightmares” by
Meek Mill for his ideal pre-
game hype song, a great pick
and a guaranteed way to get
the crowd going. However, I
wouldn’t be surprised if we
potentially get some New York
drill instead, which is also elec-
tric with the Gampel Pavilion
speakers booming. He’s also

not afraid to go in his bag and
grab a throwback track like
“In da Club” by 50 Cent, which
adds another layer of variety to
an already loaded set of choices.
However, regardless of the di-
rection that he goes in, I feel like
I can make this pick with con-
fidence knowing that he’s going
to come out with some heat.

by Nate Torres
CAMPUS CORRESPONDING
nathaniel.2.torres@uconn.edu

A number of characteris-
tics that make Newton stand
out both on and off the court
help showcase his ability to
have the finest walk-up song
in college basketball. He is
a fan favorite first and fore-

TRISTEN
NEWTON

most because of his char-
ismatic playing style. The
player’s personality and
style should be reflected in
the walk-up music, and New-
ton’s lively and vivacious ap-
proach calls for a track that
energizes the fans. He per-
sonifies the virtue of tenac-
ity, which is frequently con-

nected to motivating musical
selections. The Texas na-
tive’s two favorite artists are
Rod Wave and Lil Durk, two
of the more popular super-
stars in the rap game. I feel
like many people will end
up agreeing that the UConn
lead guard will have the best
walk-up song.

by Liam Whelan
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
charles.whelan@uconn.edu

Johnson was a top-50 player
in the 2021 class when he ar-
rived on campus. Since then,
Johnson has been limited to
only 25 games because of a foot
injury and an overall crowded

SAMSON
JOHNSON

frontcourt during his time at
Storrs. Due to limited play-
ing time, he enters the 2023-24
season as a player that many
are expecting to have a huge
rebound year. With a poten-
tial breakout season awaiting,
I believe Johnson will pick the
best walk-up song, one that

captivates those in attendance
and signals that it is his time
to shine on the court. I could
see the Huskies’ big man po-
tentially picking artists such
as Meek Mill or NBA Young-
boy, as those two are known
for their adrenaline-pumping,
explosive music.

by Cole Stefan
SENIOR COLUMNIST
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

DeBerry,ajunior forward from
Williamsville, New York, brings
a lot of energy both on the court
and from the bench. WNBA All-
Rookie forward Dorka Juhisz’s
graduation and subsequent sec-
ond-round draft selection by the
Minnesota Lynx opens a spot on
the Huskies’ frontcourt that I be-

AMARI
DEBERRY

lieve the 6 foot, 5 inch junior will
share with sophomore Ayanna
Patterson at the start of the sea-
son. Even though she averaged
just seven minutes in 42 games
across her first two years in
Storrs, DeBerry could be one of a
few breakout players on a UConn
team hungry for their 12th na-
tional title. Part of that will be
attributed to the forward’s song
choice at First Night, and while

she has walked out to bangers
the last two times, I believe that
DeBerry will dance on stage to
anything by DaBaby. Digging
down further, the Gampel Pa-
vilion speakers will be playing
DaBaby’s hits from the albums
Baby on Baby or Kirk. Fans may
recognize a couple tracks from
either album, but even they may
start moving the instant DeBerry
makes her entrance.

LOGO BY HAILEIGH SCHMIDT, ASSOCIATE ARTIST EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Photo of the Day | Pitching in

UConn baseball beats Long Island University on Oct.

PHOTO BY CONNOR SHARP, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

6, 2023 at Elliot Ballpark in Storrs, Conn. The Huskies won with a final score of 9-6 over a twelve-inning game.

THE RoD WAVE:

WHY VICTOR WEMBANYAMA AND CHET HOLMGREN
WILL BE THE NEXT GREAT BIG MAN RIVALRY

by Evan Rodriguez
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
HE/HIM/HIS
evanrodriguez@uconn.edu

It may have just been a
preseason game on Monday
between the Oklahoma City
Thunder and the San Antonio
Spurs, but, it felt like more.

That’s because of the block-
buster big man matchup be-
tween Victor Wembanyama
and Chet Holmgren. Standing
at 7 feet 4 inches, Wemban-
yama is being touted as the
most hyped up prospect since
Lebron James after the Spurs
selected him first overall in the

2023 NBA Draft. It’s quite the
compliment when you’re being
compared to such illustrious
company, but with everything
that NBA fans have seen from
the young Spurs prospect up
to this point, it’s certainly de-
serving. It’s just a matter of
whether Wembanyama will
actually live up to that hype in
the next few seasons.

It also depends on how he
matches up against top NBA
big man talent, and one of
those talents happens to be
Holmgren, a young big man
out of Gonzaga. While the
Thunder forward-center

hasn’t received the amount
of hype that someone like
Wembanyama has, he is still
extremely talented and was
expected to be a major piece
last season for Oklahoma City.
Unfortunately, things didn’t
work out for Holmgren, as he
missed the entire 2022-23
season due to a Lisfranc in-
jury in his foot. However,
this season is an oppor-
tunity for him to quiet his
doubters and make noise on
an up-and-coming roster.
With all that said, it was
a match made in heaven
when both Wembanyama and

San Antonio Spurs center Victor Wembanyama, top, dunks over Oklahoma City Thunder forward Chet
Holmgren in the first half of a preseason NBA basketball game, Monday, Oct. 9, 2023, in Oklahoma City.
PHOTO BY SARAH PHIPPS/AP

\

Hol-

mgren were able to duel
in some early NBA preseason
action. Both players had ex-
cellent performances, with
Wembanyama pouring in
20 points and five rebounds
while Holmgren countered
with 21 points, nine rebounds
and the 122-121 win. While
it is important to note that
this is just the preseason,
it’s something to think about
when it comes

FILE ILLUSTRATION/THE DAILY CAMPUS

picks that Oklahoma City has
over the next few seasons will
also allow them to either ac-
quire more talent in an effort
to contend or sign even more
young talent to contend in the
future.

But in terms of Holmgren
himself, even going back to
Monday’s preseason match-
up, he showed an incred-
ible selection of his skillset,
whether that was his ability

to get to the
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While Holmgren did miss
all of last season, fans were
able to watch him play in two
summer league seasons and
put on a show in each of them.
If he manages to stay healthy
and continue adding muscle
to a frame that’s susceptible
to injury, he’ll continue to be
a talented foe that can go up
against a player of Wemban-
yama’s status.

One thing to keep in mind
as well when it comes to Hol-
mgren is his team’s entire
roster. While the Thunder
didn’t make much noise last
season, they clearly have the
pieces to be a contender in the
future with players like Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander and Josh
Giddey. The amount of draft

of the same qualities that Hol-
mgren did, he also showed
impressive court vision and
ability to utilize his size for
easy blocks. While his pass-
ing will need to improve to
be effectively utilized in the
Spurs system, it’s certainly
not a weakness either.

While the full potential
of either players has yet to
be realized, there are more
than enough reasons why
this could be the next great
NBA big man rivalry. Could
it be like Hakeem Olajuwon
vs. Patrick Ewing or Dennis
Rodman vs. Karl Malone? It’s
too soon to tell, but one thing
is for certain: basketball fans
are in for a treat for future
matchups between these two.
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The Patriots have hit rock bottom, and Bill Belichick may be to blame

by Sam Calhoun
STAFF WRITER

HE/HIM/HIS
samuel.calhoun@uconn.edu

It’s a headline I never thought
I would write. Bill Belichick is
the greatest head coach in NFL
history. He’s an eight-time Su-
per Bowl champion after win-
ning six with the Patriots and
two as the defensive coordina-
tor of the New York Giants. He
is a three-time AP NFL Coach
of the Year and built the Patri-
ots’ dynasty as the de facto gen-
eral manager since 2000. So,
why is Belichick to blame for
the disastrous season the Patri-
ots are currently having?

It’s not what he’s doing as
a coach. He’s been an excel-
lent general manager in the
23 years spent in the position,
and he’s had his moments. He
drafted Tom Brady and made
the gutsy decision to name him
the starter over former No. 1
overall pick Drew Bledsoe. He
signed Hall of Fame wide re-
ceiver Randy Moss, leading to
an undefeated regular season
in 2007. He has a great eye for
spotting defensive talent, but
the NFL's offense has changed
and Belichick has yet to adjust.

Belichick has received blame
from multiple sports media
figures. ESPN’s First Take co-
host Stephen A. Smith called
for Patriots owner Robert Kraft
to remove the 71-year-old as
general manager, and if Belich-
ick has a problem with that, it
could be his last year coaching
in New England.

There are incredibly high
expectations for the Patriots
to succeed and Kraft
knows that. With
a record of 1-4,

_ 4 .
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the Patriots are in line to re-
ceive the fifth overall pick in
the 2024 NFL Draft.

Itis obvious that Tom Brady
deserves more credit than
Belichick for the six Lom-
bardi Trophies the franchise
won during his 20-season
tenure with the team. When
he left in free agency after the
team’s AFC Wild Card loss to
the Tennessee Titans in 2019,
there was no one to take over
as quarterback.

Belichick signed former
league MVP Cam Newton
as a temporary replacement,
who impressed for the first
few weeks before perform-
ing poorly for the rest of the
2020 season. This resulted in
Belichick’s first losing season
with the Patriots since his
first year with the team.

Belichick tried to bring
back a Tom Brady-like
offense, selecting Mac
Jones with the No. 15
overall pick in the 2021
NFL Draft. However, he
did not provide the sup-
porting cast the Alabama
alum needed. There was
no standout receiver like
Brady had with Moss, Wes
Welker, Rob Gronkowski
and Julian Edelman. The
closest Jones had was Ja-
kobi Meyers, but Belich-
ick decided to move on
from him after last
season in favor
of JuJu Smith-
Schuster.
He

/'.

also tried to find wide re-
ceiver talent in the 2019 NFL
Draft, selecting Arizona State’s
N’Keal Harry in the first
round. Harry has turned out to
be one of his worst draft picks,
as A.J. Brown, DK Metcalf and
Deebo Samuel were still on the
board at the time. Since Jones
has been given the keys to New
England’s offense, the offen-
sive line has been arguably the
worst in the NFL. There are a
lot of problems on that end of
the field. It is clear that Belich-
ick does not have the offensive
mind for today’s game.

The NFL's offense has
changed in favor of more dual-

threat quarterbacks, who are
equally skilled in the air and on
the ground. The earliest example
was Michael Vick, a four-time
Pro Bowler who played in the
NFL from 2001 to 2017, starting
for the Atlanta Falcons and Phil-
adelphia Eagles. The one who
set the stage was Newton after a
2015 MVP-winning season with
the Carolina Panthers.

Now, the NFL is loaded
with quarterbacks that can
both pass and scramble. Buf-
falo Bills quarterback Josh
Allen and Kansas City Chiefs
quarterback Patrick Ma-
homes are two of the best in
the league and are both dual-

threat quarterbacks.
After long-
time  of-
fensive
coordina-
tor  Josh
McDan-
iels left to
become
t h e
head

coach of the Las Vegas Raiders,
Belichick let former Patriots
coordinators take control of the
team’s offense: former defen-
sive coordinator Matt Patricia
and former special teams coor-
dinator Joe Judge. This turned
out horribly, as the Patriots
were one of the worst offen-
sive teams last season and were
dead last in red zone offense.

Former Patriots offensive
coordinator Bill O’Brien took
back his old job in Foxborough
in hopes of restoring the once-
watchable offense. However,
Mac Jones regressed so much
that he has already thrown as
many pick-sixes at Gillette Sta-
dium as Brady did in his 20-
year career with the Patriots.

I don’t think Belichick is a
problem on defense. As men-
tioned earlier, he still has a
great eye for defensive talent.
He drafted cornerback Chris-
tian Gonzalez in the most re-
cent NFL Draft and safety Kyle
Dugger a few years back. He
signed Matthew Judon from
the Baltimore Ravens, who has
turned into a player expected to
get a sack every game.

Overall, Bill Belichick needs
to take more responsibility

for the team’s woes and let
someone else take over
and build the team’s
offense back up. If
nothing else, it
seems time for
the future
Hall of Fam-
er to at least

call it a

career in
the front
office.

PHOTO BY MICHAEL DWYER/AP
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MEN'S SOCCER-

by Noah Reed
STAFF WRITER
HE/HIM/HIS
noah.reed@uconn.edu

Coming off two ranked losses
to Vermont and Georgetown,
UConn looked to right the ship
against Division II school As-
sumption on Tuesday night. Most
of the Husky’s starters started the
game on the bench with Coach
Gbandi hoping he wouldn’t have
to bring them in, however, that
was not the case.

In the first half of the game,
UConn went on to outshoot the
Greyhounds 12 to 3 including 5 to-
tal shots on goal. But like most of
the season, the Huskies weren’t
able to get their shots to translate
into goals. Assumption keeper
Francisco Teixeira had an out-
standing performance against
the Huskies, and it can be seen
with his five first-half saves. De-
spite not playing
the  starters,

UConn’s
bench
was able
to apply
the same
pres-
sure and
attacked
the Grey-
hounds
defense, but
they

UGONN FAILS TO FIND SEPARATION, TIE ASSUMPTION 1-1

stayed strong.

Right before
halftime, fresh-
man Lucas Almei-
da went down with
an apparent ankle
injury and should be
something Huskies fans
keep an eye out for. Al-
meida had three goals for
Connecticut and was a vital
part of the offensive scheme at
the start of the season.

Heading into the break, the
teams remained tied. The even
score made it look as if As-
sumption could steal this game
from UConn, and they came
pretty close.

Still tied in the 69th minute
of the match, the Greyhounds
marched down the field in one

ask
o f
his
team

of their few offensive advances t0 score

of the game. Senior Vegard Per- 311 equal-
nes sent a pass in front of the 1267 _aﬂd
net to teammate Sam Cardoza, potentially

who fired the ball into the 2 go-.ahez}d
hands of backup goalie 80l with just
Clayton Knibbs. The 21 minutes to
keeper wasn’t able to play, but the team
come down with the seemed up for the
ball, allowing Daniel task. Even though
Paulsson the easy chip the l?ench had started
in shot to give As- Putting pressure on
sumption a 1-0 lead. Assumption, you could

Now behind the Grey- tell that something had
hounds, the goal forced shifted. UConn, who has

Coach Gbandi to had to come back in plenty
bring in all of &ames this season, pressed a
full-scale offensive attack to at

his start- - -
ers. It leastwalkaway witha tie.
was a UConn’s starters got their first

chance on a shot by Scott Testori.
In the 72nd minute, the junior
from Madison, Connecticut fired
a bullet to the near post but could

not get it past Teixeira.
Later on, in minute 80, sopho-
more Eli Conway set up for a
header but hit it too lightly,
landing in the hands of Teixeria

for his tenth save of the night.

tall

haven’t
played,

Just as the fortunes for and As-
the Huskies started to look  sumption ygonn men’s soccer plays against As-
bleak, a penalty in the box  did a great sumption University at the Morrone
sranid Adl g per o " St St b, on ST
alty shot in the 81st minute.  tralizing coming back in the second half to tie
Even with goalie Francisco  some of the up the final score of the game at 1-1.
Teixeira guessing the right things we PHOTOGRAPHYBY SIHAM NEDLOUSS,
way, Tggoute buried the ball info  Tike to o, CTA? PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY GAWIPUS
the lower left corner of the net This

for the equalizing goal. It was his  leaves just four games left on the

third goal of the season, his first
since UConn took on Manhattan
almost exactly a month ago.

With less than ten minutes to
go, it was UConn that was be-
ginning
to feel the
pressure.
Assump-
tion played
most of
their men
back,
flooding
any move
UConn
was trying
to make as
it was fairly obvious, they were
happy to take the tie. In the end,
Assumptions defense prevented
any more scoring from the Hus-
kies and went home having tied
the UConn Huskies.

Here’s what head coach Chris
Gbandi had to say after the con-
clusion of last night’s game: “[We]
gave some guys the opportunity to
play,anditwasalotofourguyswho

Just as the
fortunes for the Huskies
started to look bleak, a

penalty in the box granted
Adil Iggoute a
penalty shot in the 81st
minute.

UConn schedule, all of which are
Big East games. Their next game
comes against Marquette back
home again in Storrs. The Golden
Eagles come in well rested, hav-
ing played
last Satur-
day against
the Xavier
Muske-
teers.
Overall,
Marquette
has played
solidly with

record
of 7-4-1 on
the year,
but conference play is where they
really have struggled. In Big East
games thus far, Marquette is 1-3
with losses to Creighton, St. John’s
and Xavier. Their lone win was
against Butler on the road at the
end of September.

Saturday’s game against Mar-
quette will be played at Joseph J.
Morrone Stadium at 7 p.m. but can
also be streamed on FloSports.

WHAT TO KEEP AN EYE ON THIS WEEK

UCONN SCOREBOARD Upcoming Games

A :
( Q@y/ VS.
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ry¥ VS. Women’s Soccer, 4 p.m. Friday
Chicago, Ill.
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MEN’S AND WOMEN’S
ICE HOCKEY

Men’s Soccer
Tuesday

Women’s Swimming and
Diving, 5 p.m. Friday
Storrs, Conn

@uconnhuskies
Husky Hockey on the rise ~ &

INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY [(©)]

road to #12 Y| #bleedblue
@bueckersbuckets

few choice words for @AP
pizzaboydude
@pizzaboydude

preseason rankings:
1) Marquette

2) UConn

3) Creighton

4) Villanova

5) St. Johns

TWEETS OF THE DAY ,

If UConn’s ranked any lower than #2 in
next week’s preseason poll then I'll have a

PizzaBoyDude Big East Men’s Basketball

Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept



