
 T H E  I N D E P E N D E N T  V O I C E  O F  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C O N N E C T I C U T  S I N C E  1 8 9 6  •  V O L U M E  C X X V I I ,  N O .  4 6 Thursday,  October 26,  2023

UConn
@UConn
Clear skies and colorful 
leaves have returned to 
Storrs

For more...

‘Loving to hate’
LETTER TO THE EDITOR | PAGE 7

Documentary sheds light on 
pop music’s biggest scandal

MILLI VANILLI | PAGE 4
Huskies head out west to 
Hawaii

MEN’S GOLF | PAGE 12

The_DailyCampus The_DailyCampus The Daily Campusdailycampus.com Tweet of the Day

 Fossil Fuel Free 
UConn marches 

to Board of  
Trustees meeting
Fossil Fuel Free UConn 

held a walkout and attended 
the University of Connecticut 
board of trustees meeting yes-
terday to demonstrate support 
for the release of a sustainabil-
ity action plan and the UConn 
Foundation’s divestment in 
fossil fuel industries. 

Over 30 students attended 
the event. The students met 
outside of the Rowe Center for 
Undergraduate Education and 
walked to the Wilbur Cross 
Building to attend the board 

of trustees meeting. Four stu-
dents spoke to the board on be-
half of Fossil Fuel Free UConn. 

Julia Stout, a fifth-semester 
political science and human 
rights double major, shared why 
she chose to attend the walkout. 

“I’m here today because it’s 
essential that big universi-
ties like UConn not only set 
an example for other uni-
versities, but live up to their 
promises, especially because 
they advertise themselves as 
a human rights-focused uni-
versity,” said Stout. 

Monet Paredes, a seventh-
semester environmental 
studies and political science 

by Jenna Outcalt
STAFF WRITER
SHE/HER/HERS
jenna.outcalt@uconn.edu

double major, explained why 
she thought activism by stu-
dents was important. 

“It’s especially important on 
campus because as students 
we have a responsibility to 
hold the school accountable, 
and we can’t showcase that 
unless we come out to events 
like this,” Paredes said. 

At the board meeting, Lilly 
Adamo, a seventh-semester 
environmental science and po-
litical science major, opened 
the meeting’s public session by 
advocating for a full transpar-
ent sustainability action plan. 

“Right now is the opportuni-
ty to fully realize our mission,” 

“We’re doing 
this because we 

genuinely care about 
UConn”

JULIA STOUT

Adamo said. “We recognize 
that there needs to be a collec-
tive effort, that we need the 
board’s support to realize these 
goals. As concerned and pas-
sionate students, we need to see 
the board supports President 
Maric’s and students’ goals of 
carbon neutrality by 2030 and 
zero carbon by 2040.” 

Colin Rosadino, a second-
year law student, then spoke 
about financial and ethical rea-
sons to withdraw funds both 
directly and indirectly sup-
porting fossil fuels. He asked 
the board to call on the UConn 
Foundation to disclose and re-
move their indirect exposure 
to fossil fuel companies. 

“How can a university claim 
to be respecting educational 
purpose or any other essential 
values of morality, social aware-
ness or race consciousness if it 
cannot even ascertain where its 
money is invested, if it has no 
authority over the companies its 
own money is invested in?” Ro-
sadino asked the board. 

Paredes read a letter to the 
board outlining Fossil Fuel 
Free UConn’s goals for the 
school, including decarbon-
ization, divestment in fossil 
fuel-based companies and 
full disclosure of the UConn 
Foundation’s investments. 

The students representing 
Fossil Fuel Free UConn then 
gathered behind Dylan Steer, 
a fifth-semester environmen-
tal studies and political sci-
ence major and the president 
of EcoHusky, as he delivered a 
final speech asking the board 
to join the coalitions and orga-
nizations that were supporting 
Fossil Fuel Free UConn’s goals. 

Daniel Toscano, the chair-
man of the board, thanked 
students for attending the 
meeting and informed the 
room of a sustainability town 
hall that is to be held on Nov. 
2, where attendees can learn 
more about the university’s 
sustainable initiatives. 

Later in the meeting, board 
member Philip E. Rubin pro-
posed adding a statement to 
the board’s agenda in support 
of Fossil Fuel Free UConn’s 
goals. The board voted to add 
the statement to the agenda 
without any opposition. 

When discussing the state-
ment, Toscano again thanked 
the students for creating 
awareness for sustainabil-
ity. He also said that the 
goals would be challenging 
to achieve, but that the board 
would do everything in their 
power to reach them. 

“It’s just a statement. We’ve 
not accomplished anything,” 
Toscano said. “But we’ve put 
a marker down that this is the 
path we’re on, and we need 
to do everything to support 
leadership and resourcing 
these initiatives.” 

After the board of trustees 
meeting, Adam Opin, a sev-
enth-semester political science 
major and a member of Fossil 
Fuel Free UConn, spoke about 
Fossil Fuel Free UConn’s feel-
ings after the meeting. 

“I think I speak for the 
group when I say we’re hope-
fully optimistic, but this 
doesn’t mean we demobilize, 
it means we mobilize fur-
ther to secure the gains that 
we’ve gotten and to get this 
hard plan, which the board 
of trustees said they wanted, 
and now we’re really in con-
trol of our own destiny at this 
point,” Opin said. 

Stout emphasized that the 
group was not holding this 
event to be disrespectful or 
cause trouble. 

“We’re doing this because 
we genuinely care about UCo-
nn,” Stout said. “We know 
they can do better, and we 
know they have to do better, 
so we are doing this for the 
sake of everyone here at UCo-
nn, from students to the top 
of the administration because 
we all share this Earth.”

“It’s especially important on campus 
because as students we have a 

responsibility to hold the school 
accountable, and we can’t showcase that 
unless we come out to events like this,”

MONET PAREDES

A post from the Fossil Fuel Free Uconn Instagram to spread awareness about the walk out they 
hosted on October 25th. They walked to the Board of Trustees meeting to encourage a Sustain-
ability Action Plan and Divestment of the UConn Foundation. 

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF @FOSSIL.FUEL.FREE.UCONN ON INSTAGRAM
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Students meet over dinner 
with new Dean of Students 

University of Connecticut 
students recently had the op-
portunity to meet with the 
new Dean of Students, Dr. 
Fany DeJesus Hannon. Han-
non was previously the in-
terim Dean of Students and 
director of the Puerto Rican/
Latin American Cultural 
Center for over a decade. 

Initiatives through the Divi-
sion of Student Affairs and Of-
fice of the Provost like “Dinner 
with the Dean” can provide 
a crucial bridge between the 
student body and university 
leadership by fostering a sup-
portive and inclusive campus 

environment. At the dinner, 
Dr. Hannon spoke of her com-
mitment to support the student 
body of UConn both academi-
cally and emotionally. 

As Director of the PRLACC 
in the Student Union, Hannon 
worked to develop programs 
designed for Latinx students on 
campus and taught courses in 
Spanish leadership and educa-
tion in graduate programs for 
Student Development. In the 
Division of Student Affairs, 
Hannon’s leadership will con-
tinue to reinforce relationships 
between UConn’s schools and 
programs between campuses, 
working with the Office of 
Financial Aid, the Registrar 
and Orientation teams to 
strengthen UConn’s commit-

by Patrick Boots
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
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ment to support students aca-
demically and holistically. 

“It was a good place to ask 
questions,” Rob Wen, a first-
semester mathematics major, 
said of the event. “I will reserve 
a space for the next one, too.” 

Prior to her time as the direc-
tor of PRLACC, Hannon worked 
for the UConn Foundation and 
as an academic advisor at Miami 
Dade College. The team behind 
Dinner with the Dean expressed 
how meeting with administra-
tors offers students a chance to 
seek guidance, both academi-
cally and personally. Students 
can discuss their educational 
goals, career aspirations and 
any challenges they face, lead-
ing to tailored advice and sup-
port. Events like these can also 

promote a sense of belonging, as 
students feel heard and valued. 

The invitation for students 
to attend the Dinner with the 
Dean was sent to every under-
graduate student and all were 
encouraged to RSVP due to 
a limited event capacity. Stu-
dents who attempted to apply 
after all the seats had been 
taken were met with a mes-
sage explaining the Dean of 
Students’ surprise toward the 
interest and to reserve their 
seat for the next event as soon 
as interested students are able. 

The next Dinner with the Dean 
will be held on Tuesday Nov. 28. 
Interested students can reserve 
a space on the Dean of Students 
webpage or contact dos@uconn.
edu for more information. 

“Dinner with 
the Dean” can 
provide a 
crucial bridge 
between the 
student body 
and university 
leadership by 
fostering a 
supportive and 
inclusive 
campus 
environment.

UNICEF holds fundraiser 
to provide relief and spread 

awareness about the families 
affected by Earthquakes in 

Afghanistan 

After four devastating 
earthquakes hit Afghanistan 
between Oct. 7 and Oct. 15, the 
United Nations International 
Children’s Emergency Fund 
at the University of Connecti-
cut worked to provide relief to 
affected children and families  
by raising money and spread-
ing awareness through a trick-
or-treat fundraiser. 

The fundraiser took place at 
the entrance to the Homer Bab-
bidge Library on Fairfield Way 
Monday through Wednesday 
this week from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. UNICEF sold Hallow-
een treats to students for $1-2 
as they walked past, with all 
proceeds going towards help-
ing children and families gain 
clean drinking water, protec-
tion from violence, education, 
food and medical treatment. 
Over the three days of the fun-
draiser, UNICEF raised $216. 

Fifth-semester student 
Grace Xiong, president of 

UNICEF, mainly hopes 
that the fundraiser will not 
only help provide relief, 
but spread awareness to the 
UConn community on what 
is going on in Afghanistan. 

“We want to raise as much 
money as we can, but the ideal 
goal for us is to spread aware-
ness and be able to talk with 
people who may not know 
what is going on,” said Xiong. 
“A lot is going on in the news, 
and it is hard to keep track, so 
sometimes it is good to have 
a little information to keep 
your eyes out for trends.” 

According to UNICEF’s 
website, around 1,500 people 
were reportedly killed in the 
earthquakes surrounding 
Herat, Afghanistan, and 90% 
of the fatalities consisted of 
women and children. In the 
three most affected districts, 
around 154,000 people have 
either completely lost their 
homes or are facing severe 
damage to their homes. 

UNICEF’s goal overall is to 
spread news like this around 
campus. According to Xiong, 

throughout the academic year, 
UNICEF works to increase 
awareness of humanitar-
ian issues and environmental 
sustainability and encourage 
people to think in the human 
rights framework. They hold 
bi-weekly meetings and advo-
cacy chats about human rights 
issues, recent events and food 
insecurity. 

The Halloween fundraiser 
is an annual event inspired 
by the UNICEF internation-
al organization’s version of 
the event. Xiong expressed 
that the organization here at 
UConn tries to promote what 

the international organiza-
tion is doing. 

“UNICEF as an internation-
al organization is a branch of 
the United Nations that advo-
cates for children’s rights and 
promotes children’s welfare. 
Our work is to raise awareness 
on campus through advocacy 
chats and encourage students 
to become better advocates in 
order to make change at the 
local level of the university as 
well as higher levels in their 
future,” said Xiong.  

 UNICEF as an international 
organization is sending over 
supplies and health teams to 
Afghanistan, which is what the 
UConn fundraiser supports. 

Xiong, along with UNICEF 
at UConn as a whole, hopes 
their work will not only help 
in the short term but also 
have long-lasting effects. She 
expressed that when these 
devastating natural disasters 
occur, it is not just a tempo-
rary struggle. The disasters 
cause “infrastructural dam-
age that affects access to food, 
water, electricity and hous-

by Gianni Salisbury 
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ing, that all have ricocheting 
effects for months on end,”  
according to Xiong. 

Therefore, the group hopes 
to encourage action that will 
help in the long run. Xiong 
expressed that she is not a big 
fan of sending only “hopes 
and prayers” that just offer 
condolences because what 
people need is action. 

“When we are looking at 
natural disasters we have to 
look at the bigger picture and 
see if it is related to climate 
change or lack of sustainabil-
ity efforts on the internation-
al level,” said Xiong. 

She believes that this exami-
nation must relate to not only 
supporting people or countries 
in the face of disaster but on a 
“baseline level daily basis.” 

UNICEF is constantly 
pushing students, UConn 
leaders and the internation-
al community to make sure 
“fundamental human rights 
are being addressed,” and 
hopes to continue doing this 
through future fundraisers 
and events. 

“... the ideal goal 
for us is to spread 
awareness and be 
able to talk with 
people who may 

not know what is 
going on,”

GRACE XIONG
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Study Break

The Daily Campus 
CrosswordLos Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle  

Edited by Patti Varol and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE OCTOBER 26, 2023

ACROSS
1 Danish shoe 

brand
5 __ Sketch

10 Study 
desperately

14 Contented sighs
15 Croc kin
16 Subway fare?
17 *Posh quintet?
19 Grub
20 Wriggle out of
21 Paper handout
23 Eliminates
25 “Our treat!”
26 Cutting tool
29 *“Robbers & 

Cowards” indie 
rock band

34 Other, in  
Spanish

36 “Stat!”
37 On bed rest, say
38 “__ Break”: 

Kathryn Bigelow 
surfing film

40 Verve
42 Lauder of 

cosmetics
43 Remove from 

office
45 Before, in poetry
47 Fill up
48 *Musical duo of 

Neil Tennant and 
Chris Lowe

51 Ra or Odin
52 Business casual 

top
53 Moist
55 Consonant sound 

common in 
Spanish

58 Spa rooms with 
heated stones

62 Et __: and others
63 Ministry 

community for 
religious teens, 
and what the 
answer to each 
starred clue can 
be called

66 Avocado app
67 Closing section of 

music
68 Cry of 

accomplishment
69 Ambiguous 

amount
70 “Can you __ in a 

sentence?”
71 Lower leg part

DOWN
1 Make less 

demanding
2 Means of 

emphasis
3 Stylish
4 Muppet who 

sings “I Love 
Trash”

5 Stirred up
6 Mai __
7 NFL snapper
8 Lacking 

substance
9 Premier League 

powerhouse
10 Gesture of 

approval
11 True-to-life
12 Museu Picasso 

pieces
13 The better part
18 Monumental
22 Mystical halos
24 Unappetizing fare
26 Absorb, as a spill
27 Do penance (for)
28 Apple Watch spot
30 Dorky sort
31 Heart on a dog 

collar, perhaps
32 Caused by
33 Word with dating 

or skating

35 Column to the left 
of a decimal

39 Lake in the Sierra 
Nevadas

41 Poke
44 “Just like I said!”
46 Field of view
49 Allowing for 

osmosis
50 Party favors
54 Glamping  

options
55 __ to riches story

56 “So You Want To 
Talk About Race” 
writer Ijeoma

57 Actor Neeson
59 Biblical ark 

builder
60 German 

automaker
61 Era
64 Native of the 

Great Basin
65 Swim-bike-run 

race, for short

©2023 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

By Emily Biegas & Sala Wanetick 10/26/23
Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

10/26/23
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We’ve all seen those funny 
moments on TV or online when 
a performer messes up a lyric or 
misses a beat. Sometimes they’re 
lip-syncing: pretending to sing 
along to a pre-recorded backing 
track. Could one of those mo-
ments ruin a group’s career? 

In the late 1980s, R&B duo 
Milli Vanilli rose to stardom, 
producing many best-selling 
singles and winning Grammy 
awards. Paramount Network’s 
new documentary analyzes 
the story of how two European 
dancers, Rob Pilatus and Fab-
rice “Fab” Morvan, became the 
world’s largest stars, and one of 
music’s biggest controversies. 

Enter Frank Farian. The Ger-
man record producer had suc-
cess in the ‘70s and early ‘80s 
with Caribe-Europop group 
Boney M, whom you may rec-
ognize behind the hits “Rivers 
of Babylon” and “Rasputin.” 
However, once the disco age was 
finished, Farian set his sights 
on Pilatus and Morvan to bring 
his next idea to life. The two 
men came from impoverished 
lives in France and Germany 
and didn’t speak much Eng-
lish, but wanted to make it big. 

Farian took the two under his 
wing and started producing hit 
after hit, booking late night talk 
show appearances and selling 
out concerts worldwide. Pilatus 
and Morvan were starstruck by 
their sudden fame, but behind 
the scenes there was a much 
darker tale. As the story goes, 
Farian tricked the two into lip-
syncing anonymous session 
players as soon as they signed 
the first contract. Pilatus and 
Morvan wanted to sing, but were 
trapped due to a cash advance 
they accepted from Farian’s re-
cord company. They got to be fa-
mous, but they weren’t the ones 
on their records, including me-
ga-songs like “Girl You Know It’s 
True,” “Baby Don’t Forget My 
Number” and “All or Nothing.” 

The public was none the wiser 
until a 1990 concert at Connecti-
cut’s own Lake Compounce Con-
cert Park in Bristol, when the 
scheme was revealed on live tele-
vision. It shattered their image 
and led to massive backlash from 
fans and the music industry. The 
Grammy Award they had won 
for Best New Artist was revoked, 
and they became the poster 
children for lip-syncing and in-
authenticity in the public eye. 

The documentary paints the 
story through interviews with 
Morvan, now an accomplished 
solo artist, and other key play-
ers in the story like Farian’s 
girlfriend Ingrid “Milli” Segi-
eth. Farian himself declined 
to be a part of the film, provid-
ing no comment on the storied 
situation. The film presents 

an interesting question for 
the viewer to decide: Was the 
duo tricked into lip-syncing 
or were they in on the deal? 

Throughout the ‘90s, Milli 
Vanilli’s career plummeted. 
Tragically, Pilatus faced person-
al issues and legal troubles, ulti-

by Patrick Boots
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
HE/HIM/HIS
patrick.boots@uconn.edu

can you hear what they're singing?

“Milli Vanilli” documentary sheds light 
on pop music’s biggest scandal

mately passing away in 1998. The 
session musicians who actually 
lent their talents to Milli Vanilli’s 
mega-hits continue to tour as 
“The Real Milli Vanilli,” even 
making appearances in New 
England over the last couple of 
years. All of the hits which sky-

rocketed the group to stardom are 
available on paid music stream-
ing services as well as on adult 
contemporary radio stations. 

For those looking to learn 
about the inner workings of 
the scandal or are just in-
terested in a good story, this 

IMAGE COURTESY OF IMDB.COM

R at i n g : 
4/5 “Girl You Know It’s True” CDs

feature-length documentary 
is a good watch. Produced 
by Paramount Network, you 
can watch “Milli Vanilli” as a 
special on CBS (local WFSB 
channel 3 - Huskyvision chan-
nel 3) or on-demand with a 
Paramount Plus subscription. 

IMAGE COURTESY OF OPENCLIPART.COM
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Piano Day 2023: 
Featuring the celebrated Steven Osborne 

Do you like piano? If you do, 
then don’t miss the University 
of Connecticut’s Piano Day. Ev-
ery year, the music department 
schedules a day dedicated to 
this instrument, inviting pro-
fessionals from across the world 
to play here in Storrs. This year, 
the wonderful Steven Osborne 
will give a masterclass and a 
performance this Friday, Oct. 27 
in von der Mehden Recital Hall. 

Osborne is an accom-
plished musician from Scot-
land whose performances have 
been met with much praise. 
These recognitions include 
Instrumentalist of the Year 
from the Royal Philharmon-
ic Society, two Gramophone 
awards and many first prizes 

by Kenneth Van Dyk
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
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IMAGE COURTESY OF OPENCLIPART.COM

in international competitions. 
The first event, the master-

class, starts at 12:30 p.m. Mas-
terclasses are events where an 
audience watches a master give 
a student a lesson on how to im-
prove their playing. On Friday, 
students studying piano per-
formance will be working on 
the first movements of Ravel’s 
Piano Concerto in G major and 
Rachmaninoff’s Piano Con-
certo No. 2. These concertos 
are pinnacles of music written 
for piano, specifically made to 
test the performer’s ability as 
a soloist accompanied by an 
entire orchestra. The Rach-
maninoff piece is one of the 
most famous concertos ever, 
with its beautiful melodies go-
ing beyond the concert hall and 
into several classic films and 
even a song by Frank Sinatra. 
Ravel’s concerto mixes Ameri-

can sounds into his impres-
sionistic style, including signa-
ture features of jazz and blues. 

During a masterclass, you 
often hear already exceptional 
performances improve further, 
as the student pianist takes 
input from the master. These 
events are great for pianists of 
all levels. Lessons of this nature 
typically help performers on 
the stage change their perspec-
tive on certain sections of the 
piece and encourage everyone 
watching to do the same to their 
own music. If you care about 
playing any sort of music on the 
piano, then you should attend. 

At 8 p.m. on Friday, Osborne 
will give his own performance. 
Pieces by Franz Schubert be-
gin and end the program. It 
starts with his six “Moments 
Musicaux,” which are, as the 
title implies, short pieces for 

solo piano; they are among 
the most frequently played of 
all Schubert’s piano music. 
Then Osborne will play Robert 
Schumann’s “Kinderszenen,” 
Opus 15, a piece the composer 
wrote to memorialize child-
hood experiences, ranging 
from “Von fremden Ländern 
und Menschen” (Of Foreign 
Lands and Peoples) to “Ritter 
vom Steckenpferd” (Knight of 
the Hobbyhorse) to the very 
famous “Träumerei” (Dream-
ing). If you want a preview, see 
this YouTube video: https://
t i ny u rl . c o m /S c hu m a n n 1 5 . 

After the intermission, Os-
borne will return with a single 
Bagatelle (a form of dance) writ-
ten by Beethoven. Then, the 
grand finale, Schubert’s Sonata 
in A, one of the last works the 
composer completed and one he 
completed knowing that he did 

not have long to live. Although 
it was written in 1828, the work 
did not become popular un-
til the mid-20th century when 
some famous pianists champi-
oned it along with two other late 
sonatas that Schubert wrote at 
the same time. These sonatas 
are now routinely praised for 
using a mature style and a rare 
depth of emotional expression. 
The work is in four movements 
and lasts about 40 minutes. If 
you want a preview, check out 
this Youtube video: https://
t i ny u rl . c o m /S c hu b e r t 9 5 9 . 

Admission is free for the 
concert, but von der Mehden 
encourages getting a free tick-
et here: https://tinyurl.com/
OsborneTix. If you can’t at-
tend in person, the concert 
will also be livestreamed at 
this link: https://tinyurl.com/
SOsborne. See you there!

IMAGE COURTESY OF@UCONNMUSICDEPT ON INSTAGRAM
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'Loving to Hate:' Empathy bias, terrorism and 
genocide in the Israeli/Palestinian conflict

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed by individual 
writers in the opinion section do not reflect the views and opin-
ions of The Daily Campus or other staff members. Only articles 
labeled “Editorial” are the official opinions of The Daily Campus.

 editorial board: 

Madeline Papcun. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  editor-in-chief

Nell Srinath. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . opinion editor

Dan Stark . . . . . . . . . associate  opinion  editor

by Noel A. Cazenave
NOEL A. CAZENAVE IS PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
CONNECTICUT, THE RECIPIENT OF UCONN’S 2020 ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
FACULTY EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH AND CREATIVITY-HUMANITIES, 
ARTS, AND SOCIAL SCIENCES AWARD, AND THE AUTHOR OF KINDNESS 

WARS: THE HISTORY AND POLITICAL ECONOMY OF HUMAN CARING.    

A major problem with 
empathy-driven kindness is 
the tendency of people to not 
only show kindness only to 
those deemed to be of their 
own kind, but what neu-
roscientists refer to as “the 
mother bear” phenomena; 
that is, a mother bear’s love 
for her cubs can drive her to 
the most horrific acts of vio-
lence against those she sees 
as a threat to them. Unfortu-
nately, we are now seeing this 
“mother bear” type of empa-
thy bias in the long-standing 
conflict between Israel and 
the Palestinians that recently 
erupted into a full-scale war 
after Hamas terrorists killed, 
injured and captured inno-
cent Israeli men, women and 
children under the claim of 
its love for the Palestinian 
people and commitment to 
liberate them from decades 
of oppression. After that in-
humane act of terrorism, the 
focus rightly shifted to the 
pain and suffering that at-
tack caused Israelis, as we 
are now seeing many news 
stories of Israeli families that 
have been literally torn apart 
by such hatred and violence. 

Unfortunately, some of 
those expressions of love and 
loss have quickly morphed 
to promises of revenge, in-
cluding to destroy Hamas, 
Gaza and, by implication, the 
Palestinian people, who are 
trapped there amidst endless 
bombing and a major planned 
ground offensive that threat-
ens them with nothing short 
of forced migration or geno-
cide. In the midst of this 
tragic madness, people in the 
United States and other coun-
tries are now choosing sides 
of who to love and who to hate 
that is increasingly erupting 
into violence. 

There can be no end to such 
“loving to hate” driven vio-
lence until all of us are able 
to find room in our hearts to 
express compassion for all 
those who are suffering in a 
way that we are able to both 
stop the oppression of Pales-
tinians experience daily, as 
well as the horrible acts of 
terrorism Hamas has direct-
ed against innocent Israelis. 

Unfortunately, one of the 
problems we face in trying 
to comprehend and address 
such a huge and socially 
complex phenomenon is that 
our understanding of what 
it means to be kind and com-
passionate is not up to the 
task. Indeed, under such a 
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Of the 44 nations in Europe, 
the State of Israel has labeled 
Ireland as the most pro-Pales-
tinian, anti-Israeli state. 

While western democratic 
powers such as the United States, 
Britain, France and Germany 
have shown unequivocal support 
for Israel since the events of Oct. 7, 
the Irish government has been dif-
ferent. Joining countries such as 
Turkey, Jordan and Tunisia, the 
Republic of Ireland recently an-
nounced that they would be send-
ing humanitarian aid to Gaza. 

When debating the Israel-
Hamas war in the Dáil Éireann 
— the Irish version of the House 
of Representatives in the U.S. 
— there was bipartisan support 
for an immediate humanitarian 
ceasefire. Ireland is unique in the 
west for two reasons: their criti-
cism of Israel’s retaliation since 
the events of Oct. 7 and their over-
all criticism of the state of Israel 
since its inception. 

But why? At surface level 
there seems to be no relationship 
between the Irish people and 
Palestinians. It’s not like they are 
geographically close to each oth-
er. Dublin, Ireland’s capital, is 
2,513 miles away from Gaza City. 
The real answer lies in a shared 
history. As Sinn Féin leader 
Mary Lou McDonald pointed 
out, “We in Ireland know all too 
well the pain and tragedy of colo-
nization, occupation and dispos-
session. We have known conflict 
and suffering. We have known 
war. We know peace.” 

There are few countries around 
the world who are as sensitive to 
the dangers of colonization as Ire-
land is. The blueprints for the tac-
tics the British would use to create 
one of the largest empires in the 
world were perfected in Ireland. 

Going as far back as the 1600s, 
the British government has 
treated the Irish people and their 
land as a personal punching bag, 
beginning with the establish-
ment of English and Scottish 
settlements, followed by the slow 
takeover of the lands of the in-
digenous Gaelic Catholics. 

In 1690, the British began 
imposing Penal Laws, banning 
Irish Catholics from holding of-
fice and practicing the law, lim-
iting educational opportunities 
for Irish people and making the 
practice of their religion illegal. 
It’s not just that these people 
were having their land taken; 
they were not even viewed as 
people. The Protestant British 
settlers viewed the Irish Catho-
lics as racially inferior to them. 

Abuses of the Irish by the 
British government continued 
into the subsequent centuries. 
The infamous Irish potato fam-
ine of 1845, which killed over 
750,000 people in 10 years, was 
largely caused and worsened by 
the social policies implemented 
by the British government. 

The English government be-
lieved that a free market solu-
tion was the key to solving the 
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small, popular-psychology 
and anodyne definition of 
kindness as simply “random 
acts of kindness” one indi-
vidual does for another, poli-
ticians in the U.S. and other 
countries have organized 
anti-democratic and au-
thoritarian movements that 
pit empathy for one group 
of people against enmity 
against members of others 
that are vilified and targeted 
in way that furthers unkind, 
and inhumane oppression. 
This applies to things like 
class-based inequality and 
exploitation, racism, gender 
subjugation, LBGTQIA+ per-
secution, war, colonialism, 
imperialism, genocide and 
the destruction of the planet. 

To stop such group-target-
ed hatred, we must restore 
kindness to its rightful place 
at the center of big and im-
portant intellectual and po-
litical debates as was the case 
during the Enlightenment; 
a conceptualization of kind-
ness that both explains and 
promotes human caring be-
yond self and interpersonal 
kindness, to kindness ex-
pressed at the group, formal 
organizational, institutional, 
societal, intersocietal and 
universal levels of human 
actions. To that end, we may 
wish to consider as a large, 
robust and politically en-
gaged re-conceptualization 
of kindness, the benevolent 
thoughts, feelings and ac-
tions of individuals, groups, 
institutions and societies that 
nurture the physical, psycho-
logical and social well-being 
of all sentient beings and pro-
tects and sustains the natural 
environment of which they 
are an inextricable part. 

How do we do that?  And 
how do we stop the vicious 
cycle of love-driven hatred in 
the Middle East by expand-
ing our understanding of 
what kindness is, who should 
receive it; and how? I don’t 
know. But I do know that a 
movement toward universal 
and compassionate kindness 
must begin with a commit-
ment to go beyond expressing 
empathy for those deemed to 
be of our own kind. A good 
place to begin perhaps is for 
our religious and other lead-
ers to lead us in reflection of 
the various versions of the 
Golden Rule adopted by most 
religions and spiritual tradi-
tions throughout the world: 
“Do to others as you would 
have them do to you.”

famine. Following this belief, in 
1846, the government repealed 
the existing Corn Laws, laws 
designed to protect domestic 
growers from foreign competi-
tion; however, this failed to end 
the famine because most Irish 
farmers were too poor to pur-
chase foreign grain. 

The Irish population was 
still reeling from the effects of 
the famine. In 1841 Ireland was 
home to over 8 million people. 
Half a century later, the native 
population decreased to 6 mil-
lion despite having a signifi-
cantly higher birth rate than 
other nations. In addition, 
strict English laws prevented 
the development of any Irish 
industry that could rival Brit-
ain’s economic power. 

Due to these conditions, Irish 
resistance to British rule became 
more frequent. The Easter Rising 
in 1916, when Irish nationalists 
attacked colonial forces the week 
of Easter, was a short-lived insur-
rection that laid the foundation for 
the Treaty and the Government of 
Ireland Act. This treaty led to a 
partition of Ireland. 26 southern 
colonies became an independent 
nation while the six counties in 
Northern Ireland remained firm-
ly under British control. 

Around the time that Ireland 
was finally achieving some level 
of independence from colonial 
rule, the British had their eyes set 
on another colonial project, an-
nouncing the Balfour Declaration 
in 1917. This declaration received 
heavy support from Zionists — 
those in favor of the creation of a 
Jewish state in Palestine. 

When this first happened, the 
Irish were actually on the side of 
the Zionists. The Irish saw in Zi-
onists another group of people 
who had been persecuted and 
tossed aside. Irish Republican 
leader Michael Davitt gave a 
glowing endorsement, saying he 
was “a convinced believer in the 
remedy of Zionism.” 

But over time, Irish sympathy 
for the cause began to diminish. 
In 1937, when Zionists accepted 
the British plan to partition Pal-
estine and create an independent 
state, Irish Prime Minister Éamon 
de Valera compared the British 
carve-up of Palestine to that to 
which Ireland was subjected. 

In 1967, there was still sup-
port from the Irish for the Is-
raeli government; however, 
that support dried up after the 
Six Day War. As the Irish be-
came more aware of the cruel 
treatment of Palestinians, pub-
lic opinion shifted away from 
Israel more and more by the 
day. Additionally, Ireland was 
the first European country to 
recognize the Palestinian Lib-
eration Organization. 

To this day, the Irish govern-
ment remains one of the loudest 
voices advocating for the rights 
of Palestinians. Their support is 
a lesson in the power of empathy. 
Despite being thousands of miles 
away from Gaza, the scars of co-
lonialism and the terror that came 
with it will forever keep these two 
communities tied closely together. 
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Huskytalk  | If you’re able to introduce one dish to the dining hall menus, what would it be?

“I want exponentially 
more scrod. UConn 
doesn’t serve enough 
scrod these days. I’ve 
heard everyone loves 
scrod.”

Samantha Barile
Fine Arts
Eighth semester

“Sharkfin soup.”

Donald Dinkins
Fine Arts
Third semester

COMIC BY ALEXA MALAZZI, CONTRIBUTING ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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The Coleumn: Why postseason 
baseball is October’s best sport

For the second consecutive year, 
the last Monday in October will 
feature a sports equinox. Not re-
lated to the vernal and autumnal 
equinoxes, a sports equinox hap-
pens when the NFL, NBA, NHL 
and MLB each have games sched-
uled on one day. On top of game 3 
of the World Series between the 
Texas Rangers and Arizona Dia-
mondbacks, Oct. 30’s professional 
sports slate includes “Monday 
Night Football” between the Las 
Vegas Raiders and Detroit Lions, 
nine NHL contests and 11 NBA 
matchups. Additionally, Orlando 
City SC hosts Nashville SC and the 
Seattle Sounders play FC Dallas 
in the first round of the Major 
League Soccer Cup Playoffs. 

Monday’s equinox will mark 
the 15th time that this phenom-
enon has happened since 2010 
and the 30th overall since it first 
occurred in 1971. 24 of those in-
stances took place in October, the 
one month where the five major 
North American major sports 
leagues and the WNBA all simul-
taneously played. The new NHL 
and NBA campaigns begin with-
in two weeks of each other while 
the NFL enters the middle of their 
17-game regular-season slate. By 
Halloween, NHL and NFL fans 
get some understanding of how 
their favorite team’s season could 
go by the end of the month. 

But none of those come close 
to the intensity of postseason 
baseball. Although postseason 
contests have more impact than 
regular-season games do, play-
off baseball is a different animal.  
With the expanded postseason 
format introduced in 2022, where 
the Wild Card Series went from 
a winner-takes-all situation to 
a best-of-three duel, every sub-

stitution matters as it can affect 
a team’s short-term outlook and 
their World Series chances. 

Using a recent example, Tampa 
Bay Rays manager Kevin Cash 
pulled starter Blake Snell in Game 
6 of the 2020 World Series with 
their season on the line, despite 
the fact that he threw 73 pitches in 
5 . 1 scoreless innings. 

Right-handed re-
liever Nick Ander-

s o n entered from the 
bull- pen, surren-
de re d t h e 
R a y s ’ 
1-0 lead 
in that 

f r a m e 
and took the 

loss in the season-ending 
3-1 defeat against the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. The decision to remove a 
player can backfire because like in 
soccer, an athlete may not re-enter 
a baseball game when they are 
removed and replaced. Ramifi-
cations that arise from ill-timed 
decisions may occur when that 
happens, but those regrets can 
be redeemed the next day, unlike 
other playoffs transpiring dur-
ing the Halloween month. 

Starting with yesterday’s Wild 
Card contests between the East-
ern and Western Conference’s No. 
9 and No. 8 seeds, the early rounds 
of the MLS Cup playoffs occur 
toward October’s end. Although 

the MLS’ postseason structure 
involves more “one-and-done” 
matches than the MLB does, the 
later rounds and the MLS Cup 
take place in November. More 
MLS teams may be fighting for 
a playoff spot during October, 
when the regular season ends, but 
treating the last few matches like 
playoff games feels much different 
than actually playing in one. The 
WNBA has their champion decid-
ed in a best-of-five series, which 

ends a week before the NBA 

season tips off. 
Approximately half 

of the eight teams that qual-
ify for the playoffs, a number 
that has been consistent since 
the turn of the millennia, go 
home before October starts be-
cause the entire first round takes 
place at the end of September. 

One major aspect that sepa-
rates the MLB postseason from 
the other two playoff formats 
is the number of days between 
games. The WNBA playoffs typi-
cally feature 3-4 days where teams 
are not playing each other, while 
MLS wait times range anywhere 
from five days to one week. I find 
nothing wrong with there being 
at least one day off between soc-
cer and basketball games, espe-

cially when accounting for travel 
and the way their regular season 
schedules are formatted, but the 
suspense of what happens next in 
baseball keeps fans on the edge of 
their seats daily. Even then, who 
walks out of the ballpark with the 
win can be unpredictable. 

Since the Wild Card era began in 
1995, MLB’s postseason has gained 

an unofficial reputa-
tion as the fall 

version of 

March 
Madness be-

cause of how 
unexpected the 

results can be. 
The Atlanta Braves 

scorched baseball 
with a league-leading 

307 home runs during the regular 
season and left the yard just three 
times in their second-straight 
NLDS loss against the Wild Card 
Philadelphia Phillies. The No. 6 
seed has won the National League 
pennant each of the last two years. 
The Dodgers won a combined 
423 regular-
season games 
between 2019 
and 2023, 
e x c l u d i n g 
the 60-game 
2020 slate; 
they have one 
NLCS ap-

by Cole Stefan
HE/HIM/HIS
SENIOR COLUMNIST
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

pearance and two victories in that 
span. 

Non-division champions make 
up 15 of the 58 total World Series 
representatives in the 29 postsea-
sons with the Wild Card; seven of 
them have won it all with an eighth 
on the way. The 174 combined wins 
between both of this year’s World 
Series participants are the fewest 
in Major League history, exclud-
ing 2020. Only the 2018 Boston Red 
Sox and 2022 Houston Astros won 
the World Series with 100+ regular 
season wins since UConn men’s 
basketball coach Dan Hurley got 
hired in March of 2018. 

For comparison, the NFL has 
had seven non-division winners in 
the Super Bowl who went a com-
bined 6-1 between the 1995 and 
2022 seasons. Since its inaugural 
campaign in 1997, the WNBA has 
had four championship series 

where at least one team was not 
in the top three in either 

their conference or the 
league’s standings. 

One trend has 
become increas-

ingly clear through this 
analysis: wild card teams make 
an improbable championship 
run more often in the MLB 
than any other sports league 
that has one in their playoffs. 
While October features a mix of 
regular-season action and com-
petitive battles for historic tro-
phies, there is no sport I want 
to watch more than baseball 
because of the unanticipated 
results and memorable battles 
that its postseason brings.
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Roundtable: 
Which NFL Player would you want 
on your dream Flag Football Team 

LOGO BY HALEIGH SCHMIDT, ASSOCIATE ARTIST EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Tyreek Hill 
I do not think there is a bet-

ter option in the NFL than 
Miami Dolphins wide receiv-
er Tyreek Hill. He is arguably 
the best wide receiver in the 
league and is considered one 
of the fastest players we’ve 
seen. His run-after-catch 
ability is so unfair that he 
already has 902 yards on 53 
catches this season. We are 
not even halfway through the 
season yet. You do not need a 
quarterback at the NFL level 
on your dream f lag football 
team. You can have him run 
a quick slant route and he 
would be gone instantly. No 
one on the defense would get 
within a foot of his f lag. He 
is that fast. He has averaged 
14.2 yards per catch through-
out his career and would 
make a massive difference in 
a f lag football game with his 
run-after-catch yardage.

by Sam Calhoun
HE/HIM/HIS
STAFF WRITER
samuel.calhoun@uconn.edu

CJ Stroud 
With quarterbacks like 

Patrick Mahomes, Justin 
Herbert, Joe Burrow and 
many others who are more 
established then Texans 
rookie CJ Stroud, this pick 
may not make the most sense 
right now. But with the debut 
of f lag football in the sum-
mer Olympics not until 2028, 
the landscape of talent in the 
NFL will look completely dif-
ferent five years from now. 
Stroud without a doubt has 
been the best rookie quarter-
back through seven weeks of 
the season. The former Ohio 
State Buckeye is averaging 
276 yards per game along 
with nine touchdowns and 
just one interception for a 
Texans team that won just 
three games the season pri-
or. With Stroud looking this 
dangerous as a rookie in 2023, 
we can only imagine how elite 
Stroud could be come time for 
the Olympics.

by CJ Dexter
HE/HIM/HIS
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
christopher.dexter@uconn.edu

Devon Witherspoon
I doubt whoever coaches the 

United States’ flag football Olym-
pic team will allow their offensive 
stars, especially the quarterback, 
to also play defense. Keeping that 
assumption in mind, if I were the 
head coach of a flag football team, 
I would want Seattle Seahawks 
rookie cornerback Devon With-
erspoon roaming the secondary. I 
could have chosen Seahawks cor-
nerback Riq Woolen or free safety 
Quandre Diggs here, but Diggs is 
already 30-years-old and Woolen’s 
career may start to decline in five 
years at 29. The 2023 fifth overall 
pick sits fourth on the team with 
31 tackles after six career games 
and has a pick six, but his intimi-
dating presence makes him look 
like a five-year veteran on a dan-
gerous defense. He may be just a 
rookie, but by his fifth year, the 
Illinois product’s name will be in 
the same sentence as New York 
Jets cornerback Sauce Gardner 
as the league’s best cornerback. 
Mark my words, Witherspoon 
will catch the game-sealing inter-
ception in the gold medal game at 
the 2028 Summer Olympics in Los 
Angeles, California.

by Cole Stefan
HE/HIM/HIS
SENIOR COLUMNIST
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

Christian McCaffrey 
When I am picking a flag foot-

ball team, I am looking for who 
gives me the most versatility. 
Who is a matchup nightmare 
no matter where he lines up? 
The answer is simple: Christian 
McCaffrey. The Stanford alum-
nus is the best running back on 
the planet, leading the league 
in rushing yards and rushing 
touchdowns. He’s also a threat 
in the passing attack, possess-
ing a high ability to turn two-
yard checkdown passes into 10-
15-yard gains. In case you have 
forgotten, McCaffrey is an elite 
passer too; last season, he threw 
a perfect ball to Brandon Aiyuk 
for a 34-yard score, so he is a 
threat for any head coach dar-
ing to implement trickery. Mc-
Caffrey also has the elite speed 
to outrun just about anyone. In 
Week 2 against the Los Angeles 
Rams, McCaffrey broke a run 
for 51 yards where he reached 
a top speed of 20.92 mph. Mc-
Caffrey is the best option, and 
if I were starting a flag football 
team, the reasons are endless for 
why he’s my first call.

by Connor Sargeant
HE/HIM/HIS
STAFF WRITER
connor.sargeant@uconn.edu

Lamar Jackson 
If there’s a quarterback in 

the league that I think can 
be an absolutely dominant 
option on the f lag football 
field, it’s Lamar Jackson. 
He’s still just 26 years old 
and easily one of the biggest 
mobile threats in the entire 
league currently. Imagine 
the thoughts from opponents 
when they have to keep Jack-
son from embarrassing them, 
whether through deadly 
throws or making opponents 
miss with some sneaky juke 
moves. While it will matter 
what the talent level will look 
like from the men around 
him, he’s going to be able to 
make noise no matter what. 
He’s already a tough cover in 
the NFL, but on the f lag foot-
ball field, I know that he can 
be just as great, if not better 
than his current skill level in 
the league.

by Evan Rodriguez
HE/HIM/HIS
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
evanrodriguez@uconn.edu
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Photo of the Day  |  Women’s hockey

UConn women’s hockey took on University of New Hampshire on Saturday, October 21 at the Toscano Family Ice Forum. The Huskies won with a final score of 4-0.  
PHOTO BY SYDNEY HAYWOOD, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Huskies in the Pros: 
Five Huskies on NBA rosters 
going into 2023-2024 season 

After a wild, four month off-
season, the NBA is back for what 
should be an exciting 2023-2024 
campaign. As of now, five play-
ers will represent UConn in the 
NBA, including three rookies 
from the 2023 National Cham-
pionship team. Former UConn 
basketball stars such as Ray Al-
len, Richard “Rip” Hamilton, 
Rudy Gay 

and many others have already 
established prominent careers 
for themselves, and now it’s time 
for the recent wave of Husky 
draft picks to make careers of 
their own. Let’s look at the Con-
necticut players new and old 
who made opening night rosters 
for the 2023-2024 season. 

Andre Drummond: Chicago 
Bulls 

Following Gay’s release this 
week, former top 10 pick Drum-
mond is now the longest tenured 
Husky in the NBA. A two-time 

All-Star and four-time 
league leader in re-

bounds, Drum-
mond has had 

a very im-
pressive 

career 
a n d 

was awarded an All-NBA Third 
Team selection after the 2015-2016 
season. The 6-foot-10-inch center 
from Mount Vernon, New York 
spent his first eight seasons in the 
league with the Detroit Pistons 
and has since suited up for the 
Cavaliers, Lakers, 76ers, Nets and 
Bulls. Drummond’s career 12.7 re-
bounds per game is good for the 
13th highest in NBA History. 

James Bouknight: Charlotte 
Hornets 

Two seasons have gone by 
since former UConn guard Bouk-
night was drafted 11th overall 
by the Charlotte Hornets. Over 
those two seasons, the former 
Husky star has appeared in just 
65 games with career averages of 
5.1 points and 1.9 rebounds while 
spending most of his career in 
the G-League. Bouknight will be 
sidelined for the start of the 2023-
2024 season as he recovers from 
a meniscus injury he suffered in 
practice on Oct. 5. His injury will 
be re-evaluated in four weeks, 
though his role on the team is un-
clear whenever he does return. 

Jordan Hawkins: New Or-
leans Pelicans 

After averaging 16.3 points 
and shooting a blazing 21/42 
from beyond the arc in UConn’s 
2023 national championship run, 
Hawkins was selected 14th over-
all by the New Orleans Pelicans 

by Christopher Dexter
HE/HIM/HIS
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
christopher.dexter@uconn.edu

in the 2023 draft. Hawkins aver-
aged just 5.8 points as a freshman, 
but really blossomed into an elite 
draft prospect in his sophomore 
season, courtesy of his lights-
out shooting ability. The 6-foot-5 
-inch sharpshooter from Gaith-
ersburg, Maryland will look to 
help New Orleans with elite pe-
rimeter shooting and athleticism 
on the defensive side of the ball.  

Andre Jackson Jr.: Milwau-
kee Bucks  

The heart and soul of UConn’s 
2023 national championship run 
opted to forgo his senior year in 
Storrs and declare for the NBA 
Draft, where the Orlando Magic 
(pick rights to the Bucks) selected 
him 36th overall. Jackson isn’t 
known for racking up points but 
rather his freakish athleticism on 
both ends and his elite floor vision 
with the basketball. The 6-foot-6-
inch wing from Amsterdam, New 

York averaged 6.7 points, 6.2 re-
bounds and 4.7 assists in his final 
year with UConn and will look to 
generate open shots and impact 
games with his raw athleticism in 
year one with Milwaukee. 

Adama Sanogo: Chicago Bulls 
After winning the 2023 

NCAA Tournament’s Most 
Outstanding Player, UConn big 
man Sanogo went undrafted 
and was later signed by the Chi-
cago Bulls. Sanogo is coming 
off an NCAA Tournament for 
the ages, leading the Huskies 
with 19.7 points on an unstop-
pable 67% from the field during 
the team’s championship run. 
Despite going undrafted, the 
former Big East All First-Team 
selection made the Bulls’ open-
ing night roster and will look 
to carve out a role coming off 
the bench behind Drummond 
during the 2023-2024 season.

UConn men’s basketball blows past DePaul capturing a 88-59 
victory at home in the XL Center in Hartford, Conn. on March 
1, 2023. This was the last home game of the season for the 
Huskies, as they will end their regular season in Philadel-
phia competing against Villanova on Saturday. 
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Chris’s Column: 
Tyson Fury v. Francis Ngannou 

preview + prediction 

The heavyweight title fight 
the world has been waiting for 
is this Saturday, Oct. 28, in Ri-
yadh, Saudi Arabia. This will 
be the boxing debut of former 
UFC heavyweight champion 
Francis Ngannou, who is pitted 
against the elite heavyweight 
champion of the world Tyson 
Fury. It’s a 10-round fight and 
will count as an official bout ac-
cording to the WBC. 

Tale of the Tape: 
Fury is 35 years old with 

a 33-0-1 record in boxing. At 
6-foot-9-inch, with a reach of 
85 inches, Fury has 24 knock-
outs in his career. Ngannou is 
37 years old with a 17-3 record 
in MMA. He is 6-foot-4-inch, 
has a reach of 83 inches and a 
recorded 12 knockouts.

Tyson Fury: 
Fury, aka “The Gypsy King,” 

is fighting at roughly 270 
pounds. He provides a fighting 
style that can be described as 
orthodox. Fury presents a lot of 
challenges in the ring for Ngan-
nou. In some of Fury’s most 
recent fights against Deontay 
Wilder, he has shown how ef-
fective his defense tactics are 
against fighters. Wilder, an 
Olympic medalist, looked fool-
ish at times, throwing wild 
punches towards the end of 
each round. Fury is known for 
his exceptional footwork and 
rolls and ducks under quick 
jabs. He is a two-time champ 
who has never lost as a pro. 
He avenged a draw against 
Wilder with two KO wins. Of 
his 24 victories by knockout 
as a professional fighter, Fury 
has recorded those against 
Derek Chisora (twice), Wilder 

(twice), Dillian Whyte, Otto 
Wallin, Tom Schwarz and 
Steve Cunningham. 

Francis Ngannou: 
Ngannou, aka “The Preda-

tor,” also offers an orthodox 
fighting style and has not 
fought since January 2022. This 
will be the first time viewers 
get to witness Ngannou’s box-
ing skills. Ngannou competed 
in the UFC and fought from 
typically a right-handed stance. 
He has also displayed impres-
sive uppercuts with his left 
hand and likes to close distance 
early on. Ngannou is known for 
his punching power. 

“His punches are equiva-
lent to 96 horsepower,” noted 
UFC President Dana White. 
“That’s equal to getting hit by 
a Ford Escort going as fast as 
it can and it’s more powerful 
than a 12-pound sledgeham-

mer from full force 
overhead.” 

Ngannou has only 
had to defend a title belt 
once against Ciryl Gane, 
but his belt was stripped 
when his contract ex-
pired with the UFC. 

Final Takeaways: 
Boxing legend 

Mike Tyson has been 
Ngannou’s trainer for 
the last month. The 
greatest heavyweight 
boxer of all time 
serves as the perfect 
trainer for Ngannou, 
though Fury will 
have the height ad-
vantage over Ngan-
nou. While Ngan-
nou is an elite MMA 
heavyweight, he will 
have his work cut out 
for him in a lengthy 
10-round clash 
against Fury. Ngan-
nou has the punching 
power to knock out 
anyone, but Fury’s 
movement and defen-
sive skills will likely 
tire out Ngannou. I 
expect Fury to come 
out on top in a defen-
sive masterclass KO 
on Ngannou.

Heavyweight champion Tyson Fury 
battled against Dillain Whyte at 
Wembley Stadium, London on April 
23, 2022. Fury won by knockout in the 
sixth round of the match. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF @TYSON_FURY ON TWITTER
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Men’s Golf: 
Huskies head out 
west to Hawaii

After finishing in 10th 
place at the Carolina Cup in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina, 
the Huskies’ final fall tour-
nament is in Maui, Hawaii. 
In preparation, Connecticut 
f lew out west on Monday for 
the Ka’anapali College Invita-
tional in the Royal Ka’anapali 
Golf Course from Oct. 26 
through Oct. 28. 

Head coach Dave Pezzino 
announced that Tommy Dal-
lahan, Ray Dennehy, Alex 
Heard, Connor Goode, Brad-
ley Sawka and Colin Spencer 
would each be competing as 
individuals. 

Air Force, Boise State, Col-
orado, CSUN, Denver, East 
Tennessee State, Georgia, 
Gonzaga, Hawai’i, Liberty, 
Louisiana, Mount St. Mary’s, 
North Florida, Sacramento 
State, San José State and Wyo-
ming will be UConn’s compet-
itors through the tournament. 
Defending champions Okla-
homa, 2021 champions Kansas 
and 2016 winners Clemson are 
also part of the tournament. 

The three-day, 54-hole tour-
nament starts each day with 
an 8:30 a.m. shotgun start. 
The par-71, 6,700-yard Royal 
Ka’anapali Course, built in 
1962, provides the players at 
the tournament with a pictur-
esque tropical backdrop. 

In last year’s Ka’anapali 
Classic Collegiate Invita-
tional, Dallahan shot -5 (66) 
and -1 (70). Dallahan finished 
in a tie for 22nd place in the 
123-player field. 

Dallahan’s total aggre-
gate was 208 (66, 72, 70) and 
helped UConn to a tie for 13th 
place with Cal State-North-
ridge in the 20-team field. The 
Huskies’ team aggregate was 
+3 (288, 285, 282= 855). Trevor 
Lopez shot +10 (78, 71, 74) with 
a total aggregate of 223, tied 
for 104th place. Spencer shot 
+17 (79, 76, 79) with a total ag-
gregate of 230, tied for 118th 
place. Junior Vikram Konan-
ki, who played as an individ-
ual, shot +21 (79, 76, 79) with a 
total aggregate of 234. 

The weather for the golf-
ers will be sunny with aver-
age temperatures hovering 
around 85 degrees. Overlook-
ing the west Maui Mountain 

foothills, the Huskies will end 
their rounds with the hard-
est hole on the entire course. 
The 18th hole is a par -4 449 
yard that PGA legend Arnold 
Palmer labeled “one of the best 
and most challenging holes 
he’d ever played.” It’s also one 
of the most memorable holes 
for golfers, with long brackish 
canals on the entire length of 
the fairway and green. 

The Huskies aim to build 
off their late strong round 
play at the Knoxville Colle-
giate, the UConn Invitational 
and the BMW Intercollegiate. 
They also look to build on 
Dallahan’s 13 birdies at Spar-
tanburg, Goode’s first-place 
finish at GreatHorse, and 
Dennehy’s low average round 
scores of 74.6 with a top-10 
finish under his belt. 

The Ka’anapali College Invita-
tional is a great opportunity for 
younger players like Heard and 
Spencer to end their fall season 
with lower individual scores.

When the Huskies return 
from Hawaii, the next tour-
nament is on Feb. 5 at the 
Big East Match Play at Bear 
Lakes Country Club in West 
Palm Beach, Florida.

by Chris Charbonneau
HE/HIM/HIS
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
christopher.charbonneau@uconn.edu

UConn men’s golf hosts their invitational at Greathorse 
Country Club in Hampton, Mass. on Oct. 1, 2023. The invita-
tional will play out for the next two days. 
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Sargeant’s Orders: 
Alex Rodriguez does not 
belong in Monument Park

In case you missed it last Thurs-
day, former player turned baseball 
analyst Alex Rodriguez appeared 
on Evan and Tiki, a New York-
based radio show. While subtle, 
an interesting topic on the show 
was if Rodriguez wanted his num-
ber retired in Monument Park, 
and he said he does. Looking at his 
resume, it makes sense; he won 
two American League MVP 
awards and hit 351 home runs in 
the Bronx. The former Yankees 
slugger was also a vital member 
of the 2009 Yankees team, hit-
ting an absurd .365 in the post-
season when they won their re-
cord 27th World Series title. 

While impressive, his stats and 
recent radio interview fail to men-
tion his well-documented usage 
of performance enhancing drugs 
(PEDs), the numerous lies he told 
about his usage and what a toxic 
teammate he was. For all the rea-
sons above, Rodriguez does not 
deserve to be honored in any ca-
pacity of the game, including en-
shrinement in Monument Park. 

Despite his success in the 
Bronx, Rodriguez was a poor 
teammate to many, including 
Derek Jeter, but it wasn’t always 
this way. Breaking into the 
league, the two athletes were 
good friends on different teams, 
staying at each other’s houses, 
eating out together and relish-
ing in the success of being two of 
the most renowned shortstops 
at the time. Of course, it’s hard 
not to mention the 1997 Sports 
Illustrated magazine that fea-
tured the two on the cover and 
the “shirtless shortstops” photo 
that featured Jeter, Rodriguez, 
Álex González, Édgar Rentería 
and Rey Ordóñez. However, 
everything changed in 2000. 
In the 2000 ALCS, the two 
friends faced each other, and 
both played like the best short-
stops in baseball, with Rodri-
guez hitting over .400 and Jeter 
nearly scoring .320. New York 
won the World Series that year. 
Afterward, Rodriguez hit the 
free agency market, signing the 

richest contract in sports his-
tory, a 10-year $252 million deal 
with the Texas Rangers. 

At the same time, Jeter was ne-
gotiating a long-term extension 
with the Yankees. Rodriguez 
let it known that his old friend 
Jeter wasn’t in the same class as 
him, saying, “A guy like Derek, 
it’s going to be hard for him to 
match that,” adding “He doesn’t 
do the power numbers, and de-
fensively, he doesn’t do all those 
things. So he might not break the 
252 [million dollars]. He might 
get 180 [million dollars]? I don’t 
know what he’s going to get. 150 
[million dollars]? I’m not sure.” 

“I’m not trying to beat Alex’s 
record anyway,” Jeter responded. 
“The only record I’m concerned 
with is Yogi [Berra]’s record, and 
that’s the (10) championships.” 

Jeter signed the second rich-
est contract in sports history, a 
10-year $189 million contract. 
Instead of congratulating his 
friend, Rodriguez kept run-
ning his mouth, this time in 
a 2001 Esquire profile titled 
“Alex Rodriguez is underpaid.” 

“Jeter’s been blessed with great 
talent around him, he’s never had 
to lead,” said Rodriguez. “He can 
just go and play and have fun… 
you never say, don’t let Derek beat 
you. He’s never your concern.” 

What was Rodriguez’s legacy as 
a Yankee? Sure, he had numerous 
individual awards for his regular-
season performance. Yet, in the 
biggest of moments, Rodriguez 
was nowhere to be found. The 
Brooklyn native was the face of 
the Yankees’ historic 2004 ALCS 
collapse when the third baseman 
went 2-17 in games 4 through 7 and 
infamously slapped the ball out of 
Bronson Arroyo’s glove in game 6. 
In the 2006 playoffs, Rodriguez hit 
so poorly that Joe Torre slid him to 
eighth in the lineup, where they 
lost in the Divisional Round to the 
Detroit Tigers. Despite New York 
winning its 27th ring in 2009, the 
headlines surrounding Rodriguez 
weren’t for his great performance. 

Rodriguez came under the 
spotlight in 2009 when he tested 
positive for two anabolic ste-
roids in 2003, which he admit-
ted to. His usage was from 2001-

2003. He was never disciplined 
for this incident, as it was sup-
posed to be anonymous, and 
during an era in which most of 
the players were doping; howev-
er, the drama was far from over. 

In 2013, the infamous “Bio-
genesis scandal” rocked MLB, 
suspending 14 players, includ-
ing Rodriguez. The third base-
man got the longest suspen-
sion, as he missed the entirety 
of the 2014 season. He used 
PEDs from 2010-2012 while 
on the Yankees and even got 
a fake doctor, Anthony Bosch 
of Biogenesis Labs, to help 
him pass the MLB-mandated 
drug tests. After receiving his 
season-long suspension, he de-
nied his PED usage, saying, “I 
have been clear that I did not 
use performance-enhancing 
substances,” adding “And in 
order to prove it, I will take 
this fight to federal court.” 

Less than a month later, Rodri-
guez met with federal prosecutors 
behind closed doors, who were in-
vestigating Bosch and Biogenesis 
Labs. The former MVP admitted 
to everything: his usage, how he 
“beat” the tests and how he got 
the drugs. The public only found 
out about this after the Miami 
Herald obtained Rodriguez’s tes-
timony and published an exposé 
on Bosch’s clientele. MLB had al-
ready suspended the slugger for an 
entire season. After Bosch rolled 
over on Rodriguez, there was no 
denying the truth: The two-time 

by Connor Sargeant
HE/HIM/HIS
STAFF WRITER
connor.sargeant@uconn.edu

Alex Rodriguez, nicknamed “A-Rod,” played 22 seasons in the 
MLB for the Seattle Mariners, Texas Rangers and New York 
Yankees. Rodriguez’ last game took place on Aug 12, 2016.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PXHERE

MVP and World Series champion 
was doping, and it called every-
thing he had done in his career up 
to that point into question. 

There is still a chance that the 
Yankees will retire Rodriguez’s 
number. After all, Andy Pet-
titte’s number is retired despite 
using PEDs. Unlike Rodriguez, 
Pettitte came clean about using 
and did not abuse steroids to the 
extent Rodriguez did. Despite 
his five rings, Pettitte does not 
deserve that honor because ev-
eryone else in Monument Park 
did it clean, and taking PEDs is 
a violation of MLB’s Drug Policy. 
It also makes you wonder if these 
reports were never brought to 
light, would these two athletes or 
anyone else who was doping ad-
mit to that fact years later? Prob-
ably not, because they thought 
they could get away with it. 

Why do all baseball fans uni-
versally like Jeter? While his 
play on the field was nothing 
short of spectacular, so was his 
character. Unlike Rodriguez, 
Jeter was not attention-hungry 
for the camera. He was humble 
in triumph and in defeat and 
never started fights with Jason 
Varitek. Jeter and so many other 
athletes serve as role models for 
the next generation of fans, and 
to put a cheater, whose entire 
career is tainted with his use of 
PEDs, on the same level as Yan-
kee legends like Jeter, Mariano 
Rivera and Babe Ruth, would be 
baseball’s greatest tragedy.

FILE ILLUSTRATION/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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K.BO XXV 
@KBO_XXV
10 days until UConn basketball is back

Joe Tipton
@TiptonEdits
5 star Cooper Flagg, the No. 1 ranked player in 
2024, will announce his college decision some-
time this week, per @AdamZagoria

Penfield 
@BpenfieldJ
75% of all UConn players since 1997 have won 
at least one National Championship@cooper_flagg

Bleed blue..?
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Men’s Golf, Today
Maui, Hawaii

vs.

Women’s Soccer 6 PM
South Orange, NJ

Women’s 
Soccer: 
UConn closes out 
the regular season 

at Seton Hall

The UConn women’s soccer 
team (8-3-5, 5-1-3 Big East) trav-
els to Seton Hall (6-6-5, 2-3-4 Big 
East) for the last match of the reg-
ular season today at 6 p.m. 

Heading into the game, UConn 
sits in third place in the Big East 
standings, one point behind Xavier. 
With a win over Seton Hall and a 
Xavier loss or tie against Marquette, 
the Huskies can move into second to 
earn a bye to the Big East semifinals. 

In the event of a UConn loss, 
the Huskies will remain in third 
place and will prepare to host the 
Big East quarterfinal at Morrone 
Stadium on Sunday, Oct. 29. 
They will host whichever team 
finishes sixth in the league. 

The Huskies are coming off 
an impressive week where they 
collected two convincing wins 

over Villanova and Providence. 
The offense scored six goals 
and the defense only allowed 
one goal over that stretch. 

The weekly awards continue 
to rack up for UConn with senior 
goalkeeper Kaitlyn Mahoney 
earning her second-straight Big 
East Goalkeeper of the Week 
honors. Graduate student Cara 
Jordan was also named Big 
East Player of the Week for the 
second time this season. 

Mahoney has locked down the 
net this season; she’s collected nine 
shutouts and ranks seventh in the 
country in goals against average 
percentage. What’s more impres-
sive is all goalkeepers ahead of 
her have played less minutes in 
relation to the total team minutes, 
showcasing Mahoney’s durability. 

Jordan has also been stellar for 
the Huskies during conference 
play. With her four goals, she ranks 
third in the Big East and is tied for 
third in total points with 10. 

For the current season, Jor-
dan leads the team in goals with 
five and shares the team lead in 

points with 12. Her five goals is 
her career high, with plenty of 
soccer left to be played to extend 
the personal record. 

Seton Hall welcomes the Hus-
kies not having collected a win in 
the past four games, but they are 
playing in the comfort of their 
own home. The Pirates have not 
lost a game at Owen T. Carroll 
Field since the season opener 
against Lafayette on Aug. 17. 

Today’s game is a must-win for 
the Pirates if they wish to play in 
the Big East Tournament. They 
currently sit in sixth place, one 
point ahead of DePaul. The top 
six teams will qualify for the 
Big East Tournament. 

UConn’s defense will have 
their hands full with junior Nat-
alie Tavana. The Middletown, 
Connecticut native tops the Big 
East with 12 goals scored, which 
has her tied for 13th in the coun-
try. She also sits second in points 

in the Big East at 26 behind St. 
John’s Jessica Garziano. 

The UConn defense should re-
main confident despite Tavana’s 
offensive impact this season. The 
Huskies have shut out opponents 
10 times this season, only allow-
ing an impressive seven goals in 
16 games, leading the Big East. 

After a three-game skid with-
out scoring a goal, the Huskies’ 
offense has come alive in the past 
four games. Over that stretch, 
UConn has scored 11 goals for 42.3 
percent of the season’s total. 

The Pirates have not had any suc-
cess against the Huskies in 14 total 
matchups. UConn remains unbeat-
en in the history between the two 
programs, scoring an average of 
4.07 goals per game. Seton Hall will 
need to break this streak to keep 
their postseason hopes alive. 

As another season nears a 
close, the Huskies will gear 
up to play for another Big East 
Championship title. 

For those unable to travel, 
the game will be streamed on 
FloSports.

by Sean Ahern
HE/HIM/HIS
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
sean.ahern@uconn.edu

The UConn women’s soccer team took on Villanova for 
the final home game of the season on Oct 19. The Huskies 
emerged victorious, ending the game 4-0.
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Husky History: 
Emily Durgin

Hello all, and welcome to an-
other edition of Husky History. 
Each week this column highlights 
the accomplishments of a former 
UConn athlete and their ability to 
perform at the professional level. 

This week’s edition focuses on 
star distance runner Emily Dur-
gin, who has collected countless 
honors in her time as a Husky. 

The native of Portland, Maine 
was a star runner early on in her 
life. During her time at Cheverus 
High School — where she partici-
pated in cross country, track and 
field and swimming — Durgin 
won state championships in the 
two-mile and 4x800 meter relay 
on the track. In cross country, she 
was a Footlocker Championship 
finalist, a national meet 
only 40 athletes quali-
fy for each season. 

For her high 
school accomplish-
ments, Durgin 
earned herself a 
scholarship position 
on the UConn cross 
country and track 
and field teams. 

In 2013, Durgin 
got off to a strong 
start in her fresh-
man track cam-
paign. In the 
indoor season, 
Durgin ran a season 
best in the mile with a 
5:06:43 effort at the Boston Uni-
versity Terrier Classic. She came 
back less than a month later to run 
10:08:02 in the 3000 meter run at 
the NEICAAA Indoor Track and 
Field Championships, where the 
Huskies captured the team title. 

Her sophomore year was when 
she broke out on the oval. At the 
2014 American Indoor Track and 
Field Championships, the sopho-
more took home three gold med-
als in the 3000, 5000 meter and 
distance medley relay. Despite her 
gold medals, the Huskies came up 
short in the team race, placing sec-
ond behind Southern Methodist. 

Later that outdoor season, 
Durgin came through again at 
the conference championship 
for the Huskies. One of the most 
physically challenging tasks for a 
track athlete is to run the 10,000 
and 5000 meter runs within two 
days of each other. Racing over 
nine miles, Durgin turned in two 
top six finishes to lead the Hus-

kies to a third place team finish. 
For her performances in the 

10,000 that season, Durgin qual-
ified for the NCAA East Prelimi-
nary Round for a chance to race 
at the NCAA Outdoor Track and 
Field Championships. She came 
up short in her efforts, but rep-
resented the track and field pro-
gram proudly. 

Returning for her junior cross 
country season, Durgin had about 
as successful a fall as one can hope. 
Running a personal best five kilo-
meter race in the season opener at 
UMass with a time of 17:10:1, the 
Husky would go on to win the 2014 
American Athletic Cross Country 
Championship individually. 

After her 12th place finish at 
the NCAA Division I Northeast 
Region Cross Country Champion-
ships, Durgin earned an at-large 
bid to repre- s e n t 

UCo-

n n 
at the NCAA Di-

vision I Cross Coun-
try Championships alongside se-
nior captain Lauren Sara. 

Durgin would add another 
convincing American Athletic 
Conference title in the 10,000 of 
the 2015 outdoor season, run-
ning 34:30:49. Her time was 
almost a minute faster than the 
next competitor not wearing a 
UConn jersey. She would return 
two days later to earn second 
place in the 5000. 

Same as the previous season, 
Durgin qualified for the NCAA 
East Preliminary Round in the 
10,000. In one year’s time, she 
improved her performance to 
place 19th overall. 

Durgin would have several 
high finishes the rest of her ca-
reer as a Husky, most notably 
completing the 5000 and 10,000 
double again in her final track 
season, but this time coming out 
with two first place finishes. 

Durgin would graduate from 
UConn in 2017 with a Bachelor’s 

degree in communications and 
journalism. Following her colle-
giate career, she would embark on 
a professional running career be-
ginning with Team New Balance 
Boston until January 2019. 

After Durgin’s time in Boston, 
she signed a contract with Under 
Armour in 2019 and was a spon-
sored athlete with them until 
July 2021. As an Under Armour 
athlete, Durgin posted a per-
sonal best in the 5000 run with 
a time of 15:24:19. 

Durgin currently runs for Adi-
das, where she has made her mark 
on the roads. At the Toronto Wa-
terfront Marathon on Oct. 15, Dur-
gin placed fifth in the women’s 
race, completing the race in a blis-
tering 2:26:46. The time qualifies 
her for the 2024 Olympic mara-
thon trials with a chance to repre-

sent the United States at the 
2024 Paris Olympics. 

After her perfor-
mance at the Toronto 
Waterfront Marathon, 
Durgin went to Insta-
gram and posted a pic-
ture with family and 
friends with the cap-
tion, “Whenever peo-

ple ask me why I 
decided to contin-
ue to pursue run-
ning after college 

I say, I wanted to 
see how good I could 

be and because of the in-
credible support system be-

hind me telling me to go for it.” 
Durgin currently resides and 

trains in running hot-spot Flag-
staff, Arizona. In 2020, UConn 
made difficult financial decisions 
to cut four different sports, one of 
them being men’s cross country. 
Further plans were made by the 
university athletics department to 
make more budget cuts, and track 
and field alumnus all over came 
together to voice why track and 
field should remain at UConn, one 
of those being Durgin. 

On Instagram, Durgin com-
piled a gallery of photos with a 
caption that included, “Being 
a student-athlete taught me so 
much about myself and shaped 
who I am today.” She continued 
with, “I want to continue to influ-
ence and empower other athletes 
to pursue their dreams, and to do 
that as a UConn Husky!” 

UConn is proud to have a 
supportive former athlete that 
still encourages current ath-
letes to reach new heights, even 
from across the country.

by Sean Ahern
HE/HIM/HIS
STAFF WRITER
sean.ahern@uconn.edu

Emily Durgin came to UConn 
already being a three-time 
state champion and a Foot 
Locker Championship final-
ist. Durgin graduated from 
UConn in 2017. 
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