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ISRAEL AND GAZA IN CONTEXT:
A DISCUSSION WITH
PROFESSOR AVINOAM PATT

by John Haslun
STAFF WRITER
HE/HIM/HIS
john.haslun@uconn.edu

On Wednesday, Nov. 1, at 4:30
p-m., Professor Avinoam Patt,
the head of UConn’s Center for
Judaic Studies, gave an update
on the current situation in Is-
rael and Gaza at UConn’s Hil-
lel House. The talk was open
to all students and faculty and
focused on the historical con-
text behind the events, outlined
from the perspective of a histo-
rian and professor.

The first question proposed
to Patt was on the movement of
Zionism, defined as support for
a Jewish national or religious
community within the geo-
graphical region of Palestine, in
Jewish tradition referred to as
the Land of Israel.

“Zionism expresses an ancient
religious longing for the Jewish
return to Israel,” Patt explained,
“A centrality toward the Land of
Israel, praying towards the East,
and a return to Jerusalem have
been parts of the Jewish religion
since antiquity.”

“Zionism as a political move-
ment essentially emerges as a
solution to the problem of anti-
semitism and widespread out-
breaks of violence in Eastern
Europe,” he said.

In the late 1800s, Zionism
gained popularity as a potential
solution to antisemitic violence
and pogroms across Europe, and
migration to and eventual estab-
lishment of a Jewish state on the
historical Land of Israel emerged
as a central focus of many of the
movement’s leaders.

“There were multiple periods
of Jewish migration to Israel,”
Patt explained, “both the com-
munities that existed over the
centuries as well as from East-
ern Europe in 1881 to 1904; again
from 1904 to 1914; and then after
World War I from 1919 to 1939 in
different waves.”

After the British departure
from the region in 1947, the

United Nations supported the
partition of the British Mandate
in Palestine into a Jewish state
and an Arab state. Waves of Ho-
locaust survivors and Middle
Eastern Jews expelled from their
countries joined existing Jewish
communities within the bounds
of the modern State of Israel.

Queried about the difference
between opposition to Zionism
and antisemitic ideology, Patt
expressed a view that “there is
nothing wrong with legitimate
criticism of the State of Israel
and its policies” and called at-
tention to recent mass protests
within its own population
against “what seemed to be an
erosion of democratic norms
[and] a feeling that extremist
right-wing groups had taken
over the government.”

“That’s an open, free, and le-
gitimate political protest that
doesn’t cross any line.”

Patt noted the usage of Nazi
imagery to identify, criticize or
attack the State of Israel, the
denial or trivialization of the
Holocaust in criticisms of Israel,
the usage of “classic antisemitic
tropes” and the targeting of
Jews as a monolithic group are
actions which clearly cross the
line into antisemitism.

“Jews control Hollywood,
Jews control the banks... Is-
rael controls Hollywood, Is-
rael controls the banks, Israel
controls the White House -
those are classic antisemitic
tropes,” Patt said, “Nobody
speaks for all the Jews. There
is a common expression -
“two Jews, three opinions.
Lumping all Jews together is
stereotyping them together.”

“Attacking Jews anywhere
in the world as a way of attack-
ing the State of Israel is one
of the most disturbing things
we’ve seen emerge over the last
few weeks. I've seen examples
of this previously, where Hil-
lel will be targeted and attacked
just because it’s a Jewish institu-
tion and painted with anti-Isra-

Professor Avinoam Pratt gives a talk on the Israel-Palestine conflict at the Hillel House on Nov.
1, 2023. Pratt answered student questions on the history of the conflict and the impacts it has

had on the Jewish community.
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el graffiti - that’s antisemitism
because you're directly target-
ing a Jewish person on the basis
of their identity, as if all Jews
identify with the State of Israel.”

Following further discus-
sion of Zionism and its oppo-
nents, the talk turned to the
historical context surrounding
the conflict between Israel and
the Gaza Strip.

“In 1967, during the Six Day
War, Israel, threatened by a dual
invasion from Egypt and Syria,
launched a preemptive strike.
They eventually conquered the
Sinai Peninsula, the Gaza Strip,

Ve

Professor Avinoam Pratt gives a talk on the Israel-Palestine conflict at the Hillel House on Nov.
1, 2023. The talk was open to all students and faculty and focused on the historical context
behind the events, outlined from the perspective of a historian and professor.
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the West Bank and the Golan
Heights - the Sinai Peninsula
was returned to Egypt after the
Camp David Accords of 1978,
and Gaza remains a Palestin-
ian refugee area. In 2005, Israel
decided it did not want to main-
tain any settlements in the area
and disengaged.”

Following the 2005 with-
drawal from Gaza, in which
the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF)
removed all formal military in-
stallations and troops from the
region, the politics of the terri-
tory were turned on its head. A
political crisis developed in Pal-
estine between a new govern-
ment in Gaza led by the Islamist
group Hamas and the existing
Palestinian National Authority
(or Fatah) in the West Bank.

Patt provided historical con-
text on the surprise attacks by
Hamas in Israel on Oct. 7 of this
year and addressed the failure
of Israel to prepare and defend
against the assault.

“Oct. 7 was the day after the
soth anniversary of the out-
break of the Yom Kippur War,
where on Oct. 6, 1972, Egypt
and Syria launched what at the
time was a very successful sur-
prise invasion of Israel through
the Golan Heights and through
the Sinai Peninsula.

After the war, government
officials took responsibility,
and they studied it in commis-
sions of inquiry, and what they
found out was: not only did the
military screw up, and not only
did the intelligence screw up,
but that after the victory in 1967,
they bought into this concept
that there’s no way [the Arab
states] are going to attack.

The events of Oct. 7 are very
similar. From a military and in-
telligence standpoint, it was a ter-
rible failure, and I think it’s going
to affect the response of Israel for
years to come. We always talk
about 1967 as a defining point.
This will be even more, I think, a
defining point in history.”
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In the fiery political atmo-
sphere surrounding the after-
math of the attacks of Oct. 7 and
the ongoing Israeli offensive in
Gaza, Patt feels that “compared
to a lot of other schools, [the
University of Connecticut] is a
good place to be.”

“UConn PD is very specifical-
ly stepping up patrols, monitor-
ing and observances. There is
this concentrated effort as well
to try to keep the temperature
down. There is an understand-
ing that the more things get in-
flamed, the more dangerous it
becomes - it’s physical safety,
but also trying to create a safe,
secure environment where peo-
ple feel they can say the things
they need to.”

|
“UConn PD is
very specifically
stepping

up patrols,
monitoring and
observances.
There is this
concentrated
effort as well to
try to keep the
temperature
down.”

AVINOAM PATT

Students interested in fur-
ther study of the history of Is-
rael and its conflict are encour-
aged to explore POLS 3464:
Arab-Israeli Conflict, HEJS
2200: Israel: History and Soci-
ety, the one-credit pop-up class
UNIV 3088: Why the Jews?
Confronting Antisemitism,
and associated classes in the
ARAB and HE]JS departments
that tackle Arabic and Jewish
language and culture.
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News

supreme Court justices consider

whether to uphold law that

keeps guns

out of the hands of domestic abusers

(THE CONVERSATION) —
Should it be legal to take away the
guns of people who are under a
domestic violence protective or-
der, which aims to shield victims
from their abusers?

That’s the question posed in one
of the biggest cases of the current
Supreme Court term, focused on
the limits of individual gun rights,
which will be argued before the
justices on Nov. 7.

The case, U.S. v. Rahimi, comes
in the wake of revolutionary
changes in doctrine over the past
two court terms. Now, justices
must grapple with how far the
new principles will reach.

Two years ago, the court began
what many consider to be a consti-
tutional revolution.

The new supermajority of six
conservative justices rapidly in-
troduced new doctrines across a
range of controversies, including
abortion, guns, religion and race.

When the court announces a
new principle - for example, a limit
on the powers of a specific part of
government - citizens and lawyers
are not sure of the full ramifica-
tions of the new rule. How far will
it go? What other areas of law will
come under the same umbrella?

In a revolutionary period,
aggressive litigants will push
the boundaries of the new doc-
trine, attempting to stretch it to
their advantage. After a period
of uncertainty, a case that de-
fines the limits on the new rule
is likely to emerge.

FoCus ON GUNS

U.S. v. Rahimi may be the
limiting case for gun rights,
identifying the stopping point
of the recent changes in Second
Amendment doctrine.

Zackey Rahimi is a convicted
drug dealer and violent criminal
who also had a restraining or-
der in place after assaulting his
girlfriend. The court will decide
whether the federal law prohib-
iting the possession of firearms
by someone subject to a domestic
violence restraining order violates
the Second Amendment.

In the 2022 case of New York
Rifle & Pistol v. Bruen, the court
announced a new understanding
of the Second Amendment. The
amendment had long been under-
stood to recognize a limited right
to bear arms. Under the Bruen
ruling, the amendment instead
describes an individual right to
carry a gun for self-protection in
most places in society, expanding
its range to the level of other con-
stitutional rights such as freedom
of religion or speech, which apply
in public spaces.

However, the court’s conserva-
tive justices also tend to argue that
constitutional rights are balanced
by responsibilities to promote
a functional society, a concept
known as “ordered liberty.” The
practical question is how to know
the proper balance between liber-
ty and order. If the right to carry a
gun can be regulated but not erad-
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icated, limited but not eliminated,
where is the line?

The court’s answer in Bruen is
history - a current law does not
have to match a specific historical
one exactly, but it has to be similar
in form and purpose. Whatever
gun regulations Americans al-
lowed during the early republic
- the critical period from around
the 1780s to around the 1860s at
the time of the Civil War - are al-
lowable now, with the exception of
any that would violate principles
added to the Constitution more
recently, such as racial equality
under the 14th Amendment.

Justice  Clarence  Thomas,
the author of the Bruen ruling,
described it this way: The gov-

ernment must “identify a well-
established and representative
historical analogue, not a histori-
cal twin.” Thomas argued in Bru-
en that no such historical analogue
existed for the limits New York
imposed, invalidating the state’s
ban on concealed carry permits.

The Rahimi case will provide
a critical test of this historical ap-
proach to the boundaries of con-
stitutional rights.

Historians have presented evi-
dence that there were widespread
laws and practices during the ear-
ly republic limiting gun posses-
sion by individuals, like Rahimi,
who were judged to be dangerous.
However, those dangers did not
include domestic violence, which

was not deemed the same impor-
tant concern then that it is now.

The court may consider the
laws prevalent in the early re-
public, which regulated those
who “go armed offensively” or
“to the fear and terror of any per-
son,” to be analogous to contem-
porary laws restraining those
under a domestic violence re-
straining order. If so, the ruling
will likely uphold Rahimi’s con-
viction and limit gun rights.

On the other hand, if the
court reads those historical
standards as more narrow and
specific than the contemporary
ban on gun possession while
under arestraining order, those
limits will be struck down.

TEACHERS IN PORTLAND, ORE.
STRIKE FOR A FOURTH DAY AMID
IMPASSE WITH SCHOOL DISTRICT

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) —
Schools remained closed in
Portland, Oregon, on Monday
as a teacher’s strike entered its
fourth day, prompting state law-
makers to increasingly weigh in
and call on the district to negoti-
ate in good faith.

At a news conference with a
Portland teachers union leader,
state legislators representing the
Portland area said they were
frustrated by the district’s claim
of alack of funding.

The Legislature this year ap-
proved a record $10.2 billion bud-
get for K-12 schools. But Portland
Public Schools has said the money
isn’t enough to meet the union’s de-
mands of higher pay for educators.

“It feels a little disingenuous to
have them come back and say, “Ac-
tually, we can’t do it because you
didn’t give us enough money,” state
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Sen. Elizabeth Steiner said of the
district. “We did everything that
schools asked us forand then some.”

In a letter to Portland Public
Schools last week, Portland-area
legislators including Steiner called
on the district to cut “superfluous
administration spending” and
focus on classroom investments.
They said they looked at the dis-
trict’s spending and found that its
administrative costs — about 6%
of its budget — are roughly double
that of comparable districts.

In a separate news conference
Monday, Portland Public Schools
Superintendent Guadalupe
Guerrero said the district’s cen-
tral office accounts for 5% of the
overall budget. He said the mon-
ey “doesn’t necessarily go into a
bunch of high-level managers,”
citing positions such as instruc-
tional coaches and coordinators.

“There doesn’t seem to be agree-
ment on how big the pie actually
is,” Guerrero said. “We do have a
fixed level of resources.”

The union has proposed a rough-
ly 20% salary increase over three
years. The district, meanwhile, has
proposed around halfthat.

The union’s demands also in-
clude more daily and weekly plan-
ning time for teachers to prepare
lessons, particularly for those in
elementary school. They also are
demanding class sizes be capped
at certain thresholds that are lower
than what the district has pro-
posed in some instances.

The district has said the union’s
proposals would create additional
spending and result in potential
staffing cuts. It also cited declining
enrollment as a financial concern.
The district has lost nearly 3,000
students since the COVID-19 pan-
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Teachers and their supporters hold signs, chant and rally the
crowd on the first day of a teacher’s strike in Portland, Ore.,
Nov. 1, 2023. Teachers in Portland entered the fourth day of a
strike on Monday, Nov. 6, 2023. Schools remained closed after
negotiations between the teacher’s union and the district failed

to advance over the weekend.
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demic hit in the 2019-20 school
year, state data shows.

Portland Public Schools is the
biggest district in the state with
roughly 45,000 students.

The Portland Association of
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Teachers said educators will stay
on the picket line until they believe
afair contract has been reached.

Guerrero said the district and
the union were scheduled to
meet again Monday.
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“NOW AND THEN™:

THE END OF AN ERA

by Henry St. Pierre
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
henry.st_pierre@uconn.edu

Very few bands have had the cul-
tural outreach and sustainability
as The Beatles. The Fab Four have
managed to bridge generations and
entertain hundreds of millions of
people, even over half a century af-
ter their breakup. The nearly uni-
versal love and admiration for their
music has only been amplified over
the past few weeks with an uproar
of excitement for their latest and fi-
nal single, “Now and Then.”

The story of this song dates back
to John Lennon circa 1977. Lennon
recorded a solo acoustic demo for
the song, never to be finished be-
fore his untimely murder. In 1994,
Lennon’s widow, Yoko Ono, gave
the cassette to former Beatle Paul
McCartney; the tape had the words
“For Paul” written on it.

The track was originally
planned to be completed in 1996
for The Beatles’ “Anthology”
series, along with other Len-
non demo tapes like “Free as a
Bird” and “Real Love.” While
the latter two were eventu-
ally finished and put out on the
aforementioned  “Anthology”

album, “Now and Then” never
quite made the cut. Members of
the band cited the poor quality
of the demo’s cassette tape.

Following the track’s aban-
donment, the original demo
was put into storage by Mec-
Cartney and largely forgot-
ten about for the next 20
years. It wasn’t until 2023
that McCartney, joined by
Ringo Starr, would revisit
and complete the song. The
quality of the original demo
was greatly improved using
Al restoration. As it stands,
“Now and Then” is the final
song to ever feature all four
of The Beatles members. To
call it the end of an era would
be an understatement.

The track is accompanied
by a music video made by
Peter Jackson, who compiled
footage of the band and cre-
ated the documentary series
“Get Back,” released on Dis-
ney+ in November 2021. The
video features footage from
several decades. Clips from
several of the band’s music
videos are used in tandem
with shots of the members.
All of the footage used is
intertwined to create a ret-
rospective look at the band
and its members. The video
serves as a tribute to Lennon
and George Harrison, as well
as a love letter to their fans
who have supported them for
the past 50 years.

Now, onto the song itself,
“Now and Then” is a somber,
reflective, psychedelic ballad.
Mainly sung by Lennon, with
vocals accompaniment by the
other three Beatles. It’s an ethe-
real song that harkens back to
previous Beatles releases like
“Free as a Bird” or “Eleanor
Rigby.” On its own, it’s not a
standout track, but that’s not re-
ally the point. The spectacle of
this release more than makes up
for any kind of blemishes that
come with this song. The som-
ber nature of the tune and its
retrospective music video will
cause many to tear up, especial-
ly those who are particularly
fond of the band.

While this release might not
be the greatest Beatles song,
it’s an amazing thing to hear.
“Now and Then” is bitter-
sweet, but it’s a fantastic send-
off to one of the most influen-
tial musical artists of all time.

RATING:
4/5
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shows sisterhood in new buddy
comedy

by Patrick Boots | cAMPUS CORRESPONDENT | HE/HIM/HIS | patrick.boots@uconn.edu

What would you do
if you had to embark on
a crazy road trip with a
chance to win big? “Quiz
Lady,” written by Jen
D’Angelo and directed
by Jessica Yu, shows
a heartwarming story
with funny
beats and a
strong fe-
male cast.

Nora
Lum stars
as Anne, a
timid ac-
countant
obsessed
with  the
nightly
game show
“Can’t
Stop  the
Quiz,” a
pastiche
of “Jeop-
ardy.” She
watches
it every
night with
her dog
right by
her side.
Estranged
sister Jen-
ny, played
by Sandra
Oh, fa-
mous from
“Grey’s
Anatomy,”
arrives on
her door-
step with
the news
that  her
mother
is in a
serious
rut: over
$80,000
in  gam-
bling debt.
The only
proposi-
tion would
be to win
the mon-
ey from
“Can’t
Stop  the
Quiz.”

The film
follows
Anne and
Jenny on
a crazy
road trip
to Phila-
delphia,
where
Anne will
audition
for the show. Along the
way, they encounter a
variety of colorful char-
acters and situations,
including a Ben Frank-
lin impersonator (Tony

Hale), a smug contestant (Jason
Schwartzman) and, of course,
the quiz show’s host, Terry
McTeer (Will Ferrell). Ferrell’s
performance is one of the high-
lights of the cast, reminiscent
of his parody of Alex Trebek
on “Saturday Night Live.”
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The film’s slapstick ele-
ments are mostly success-
ful, and audiences who enjoy
comedy can look forward to
funny moments. However,
the film’s strongest moments

are the dramatic ones, par-
ticularly those between Anne
and Jenny. The film explores
the complex relationship be-
tween the estranged sisters
with honesty and sensitivity.
Lum and Oh have excellent
chemistry together, and they

ny have their differences, but
they ultimately come together
to support each other as they
dig their mother out of her im-
mense hole of debt. Part of the
story revolves around Anne’s
interest in “Can’t Stop the
Quiz” since the age of four, hav-

awkwafina
sandraoh

Two Sisters. One Destiny.

bring their characters to life
with humor and depth.

One of the things that makes
“Quiz Lady” a good watch is
its message about the power
of sisterhood. Anne and Jen-

ing become a source of comfort
and stability in her life amid fa-
milial changes regarding their
father. Anne is afraid of fail-
ure, and she is hesitant to step
outside of her comfort zone.

Jenny, on the other
hand, is not afraid to take
risks, and she is always
up for a new adventure
as a free-spirited artist.
Sometimes, these im-
pulses lead to irrespon-
sible  decision-making,

but she
is always
willing
to put the
right foot
forward
to help her
family.
Anne
and Jenny
have a
compli-
cated re-
lationship
with each
other and
with their
mother,
who takes
sporadic
trips for
gambling.
Still, they
ultimately
come to-
gether
to sup-
port each
other and
achieve
their
goals. The
film is a
reminder
that some
of the
most dif-
ficult situ-
ations can
be helped
with love
and for-
giveness.
T his
comedy is
a fun and
heart-
warming
film with
elements
that can
appeal
to a wide
audience.
It is sure
to leave
viewers
feeling
inspired
with a
laugh.
Produced
by Twen-
tieth
Century
Studios, you can watch
“Quiz Lady” as a spe-
cial on FX (Huskyvision
channel 70) or on-de-
mand with a Hulu sub-
scription.
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The way to help Palestine

by Nell Srinath
OPINION EDITOR
THEY/THEM/SHE/HER
nell.srinath@uconn.edu

Across the United States, pro-
Palestine activists have taken the
practice of “naming and sham-
ing” up a notch by orchestrating
direct action at the facilities of
military contractors and ports
materially supporting the siege
and bombardment of Gaza by the

Courtney and Rosa DeLauro, ac-
cording to OpenSecrets.
Similarly, the tremendous
clout that pro-Israel PACs like
the American-Israel Public Af-
fairs Committee, also known as
AIPAC, have on American elec-
toral politics also places an upper
limit on the amount of solidarity
elected officials and candidates
can express for Palestine without
being isolated by their party cau-
cus or massively outspent in their

that their actions are a liability.
Numerous other protests in the
U.S. have caught wind of this.
In Oakland, over 100 demon-
strators rallied on Friday, Nov.
3, to prevent the departure of the
Cape Orlando military ship from
the Port of Oakland — three pro-
testers even temporarily attached
themselves to the vessel for hours
before being removed, accord-
ing to CBS News. The Arab Re-
source Organizing Center, which

which the U.K.-based Campaign
Against Arms Trade attributes
over 15,000 civilian deaths.
Again, the protesters were dis-
persed by police, as reported by
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch; how-
ever, these tactics represent the
embryo of direct action that pro-
Palestine advocates can take up
en masse to throw a wrench in the
gears of the U.S. empire.
Connecticut is home to numer-
ous military contractors, each with

State of Israel. varying stakes

(0] Mon- in th -
day,nOct. (:)),I(l), P ] t .b l , l d g;ltione Ogi:il
oo 500 pro. eace 1S no pOSSZ e mn a wor. Mestruction
testers with b d ° b l of Palestine.
Paesine Ac where war is profitable. L Vi
newly-f(;r;;qed in  Stratford

solidarity organization modeled
after a group in the United King-
dom of a similar name, rallied
outside the office of Elbit Systems
in Cambridge, Mass. Elbit is the
largest military contractor in Is-
rael, pulling in $5.5 billion in rev-
enues in 2022, according to the
company’s earnings report. The
company also sports seven op-
erational facilities and numerous
“innovation centers” in the Unit-
ed States through its subsidiary,
Elbit Systems of America.
The protesters, nine of
whom were arrested
by the Cambridge Po-
lice Department, de-
manded a shutdown
of the company that
regularly contracts
with the Israeli
military for equip-
ment like artillery
shells, surveil-
lance technology
and aircraft com-
ponents, making
tens of millions
of dollars in the
process. Elbit’s
own website
proudly
dis-
plays
its avi-
onic con- -
tributions
to the Israeli
military’s fleet
of F-15, F-16
and F-35 fighter

skies of Gaza in
an assault that has
killed over 10,000 civilians.
What do we do about this? The
conventional liberal instruction
of “calling your legislators” out-
sources political action to those
people who are beholden to do-
nors in the weapons-aerospace
industry, which shelled out over
$21 million in political action
committee donations to both
Democrats and Republicans in

jets, which have ’
terrorized the ”

next primary. Of Connecticut’s
Congressional legislators, all but
Sen. Chris Murphy and Rep. Ja-
hana Hayes each received sums
of nearly $8,000 from AIPAC;
Hayes received nearly $3,000
and Murphy received no
funding.
With
both

organized the rally, received an
anonymous tip that Cape Orlan-
do was carrying U.S. military aid
to support Israel in the genocide
taking place in Gaza. Although
the attempt to prevent the ship
from leaving port was un-
successful, the

i amount of
B risk

FILE ILLUSTRATION/THE DAILY CAMPUS

the war industry and the
Israel lobby deeply entrenched
in electoral politics, what bet-
ter way to show solidarity with
Palestinians than circumvent-
ing the “call your congress-
people” approach altogether?
Launching direct confronta-
tions against war profiteers in
your community not only ex-

assumed
by the protest’s participants and
organizers is an example of what
kinds of peaceful actions scratch
the surface of meaningful soli-
darity with Palestinians facing
the daily wrath of the U.S. and
Zionist war machines.
In a smaller-scale demonstra-
tion in St. Charles, Mo., the morn-
ing of Monday, Nov. 6, 75 activists

produces King Stallion helicopters
for the Israeli military. Raytheon’s
Collins Aerospace in Windsor
Locks collaborates with Elbit Sys-
tems of America to develop hel-
met-mounted displays for fighter
jet pilots in the U.S. and Israeli air
forces. General Dynamics’
Electric Boat in Groton
builds missile-
equipped,
nuclear-
powered
Ohio-
class sub-
marines
for the
U.S.
Navy,
one of
which
currently
passed
through
the Suez Ca-
nal en route
to provide mili-
tary support to the
occupation.  Con-
necticut’s  darling,
the Raytheon subsid-
iary Pratt & Whitney,
is headquartered in
East Hartford and
has an additional
campus in Middle-
town. Pratt devel-
ops the F100 mili-
tary engine, which
powers the afore-
mentioned F-15
and F-16 fighter
jets making life in
Gaza a living hell.
Peace is not possible in
a world where war is profit-
able. As a state, national and glob-
al community, we have a respon-
sibility to be aware and spread
awareness of which corporations
in their state are extracting wealth
from the suffering and loss of Pal-
estinians. Furthermore, we have
a responsibility to act and show
the powers that be that their
faithful alliance on the war in-
dustry is neither acceptable nor

the 2022 elec- sustainable.
Comenicuts | As a state, national and global community, we bave a | an" ongoing
e | responsibility to be aware and spread awareness of which | Sty i
o Aot | corporations in their state are extracting wealth from the | Joo ™
Murphy suffering and loss of Palestinians. o S

sands in PAC
donations from Lockheed Mar-
tin, a weapons manufacturer that
contracts with the U.S. and Is-
raeli militaries to build F-35 jets.
Lockheed spent $1,000 on Rep.
Jahana Hayes’ campaign, $8,000
on Sen. Richard Blumental’s and
$10,000 each on the campaigns
of representatives Jim Himes, Joe

poses the deeply corrupt and
harmful underbelly of so-called
“defense” contractors; it also
shows your leaders far more ef-
fectively than a phone call that
supporting arms dealers and
genocide are a campaign liabil-
ity. Moreover, it shows the very
companies arming the genocide

blocked the gates to a Boeing plant
to disrupt the accelerated produc-
tion and delivery of bombs and
joint direct attack munitions, or
JDAMs to the Israeli military. A
similar protest was held in 2018
at the facility to protest Boeing’s
complicity in the Saudi-U.S. co-
alition bombing of Yemen, to

war industry
grows exponentially. More than
a ceasefire — which simply gives
the Zionist occupation of Pales-
tine time to shore up its capacity
to militarily dominate the people
of Gaza and the West Bank — the
most necessary way to be an ally
to Palestine is pushing for the dis-
armament of the U.S. empire.
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Photo of the Day | Game day

UConn'’s students line up outside Gampel Pavilion on Monday, Nov. 6, 2023 before the UConn men’s basketball team faces off against Northern Arizona University.
Countless UConn students, alumni and fans have enjoyed games played in Gampel since its opening in 1990. PHOTO BY ZACH MOLLER, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

There is only one valid side in the Israel-Hamas War: Humanity

What do you do when a
gunman breaks into your
house? If you happen to be in
your home at 7 a.m. like many
Israeli fami-
lies on Oct. 7,
the only hope,
really, is that
you are the
first to go.
The only one
in your fam-
ily not to feel
even the brief-
est agony that
comes  with
seeing  your
husband,
wife, sister,
brother, child,
mother or fa-
ther slaugh-
tered in the
fleeting moments before the
gun is turned on you. The sto-
ries that have emerged from
the Israeli villages and kib-
butzim surrounding Gaza
give voice to unspeakable
horrors. Of a woman killed
mid-labor, of bodies charred
beyond recognition, of kid-
napped children confined to
chicken coops in Gaza. Yet,
the inability of the Daily Cam-
pus and its contributors to
condemn without reservation
the Hamas atrocities speaks to
a moral failure as calamitous
as the events of Oct. 7.

Instead of revealing the
horrors of the Hamas terror
attacks and the ensuing war,
the contributors and editors
of The Daily Campus have
woven a cloth made from the
flimsy fabric of theory. Pa-
rading this cloth as a cloak
of justice, it serves little more
than to obscure the atrocities
committed by Hamas on Is-
raeli civilians during the day
of Oct. 7. Instead, they have
dressed up the brutal murders

The horror, fear
and enduring
grief experienced
by families and
children in Gaza
and the Palestinian
diaspora ought to
be acknowledged —
ought to be a reason
to advocate for a just
end to this war.

by Matan Doron

of civilians — many of whom
were peace activists — as re-
sistance. As acceptable casu-
alties. As necessary deaths
in the pursuit
of a pure and
ideological vi-
sion of a just
world.

Yet, at no
point in his-
tory — wheth-
er during the
Holocaust
in Europe,
South  Afri-
can apartheid
and repres-
sive dictator-
ships in South
America —
did resistance
fighters mur-
der civilians en masse. At
no point in history have re-
sistance fighters raped and
dismembered bodies of inno-
cents. At no point in history
have resistance fighters made
their mission the wholesale
kidnapping of innocent civil-
ians. Hamas
is no resis-
tance group.
Their actions
deserve no
sympathy
and surely no
justification.
They ought to
be condemned
to the stron-
gest degree.
Their murder-
ous ideology
must be torn
down and laid
bare with ev-
ery shred of
morality The Daily Campus
claims to wield.

Such a condemnation does
not obscure the suffering that
Gazan civilians have endured

We have the
obligation to
advocate for the -
protection of
innocent civilians
— for the free
passage of vital
necessities and
medical supplies.

since the start of Israeli bom-
bardments, nor does it exalt
Israeli suffering. It merely ad-
dresses the truth of Hamas’
intentions.

In the
same breath,
we can and
ought to ac-
knowledge
that there are
social, politi-
cal and eco-
nomic asym-
metries that
contribute to
this conflict,
which must
be addressed
if we are to
see a lasting
resolution
beyond this
war. We have the obligation
to advocate for the protection
of innocent civilians — for the
free passage of vital necessi-
ties and medical supplies.
The horror, fear and endur-
ing grief experienced by fam-
ilies and children in Gaza and
the Palestin-
ian diaspora
ought to be ac-
knowledged
— ought to be
reason to
advocate for
a just end to
this war. At
the same time,
the scope of
human trag-
edy in Gaza
cannot negate
the fear, anxi-
ety and en-
during grief
felt by Israelis
in the wake of Oct. 7. Every
person, whether Palestinian
or Israeli, has the right to life,
dignity and safety. Anything
less than self-determination

Trauma must allow
us to see deeper into  the
the suffering of others,
to feel their stories,  the
and to accept their
pain without rejecting
it as false, necessary
or acceptable like
some have suggested at the
we do with Israeli or
Palestinian lives.

for both peoples will only re-
sult in a continuation of the
suffering we are seeing.
Trauma cannot be com-
pared like two
weights on a
scale — not at
national
level, and
surely not at
personal
evel. Doing
so risks sac-
rificing  the
ives of people
murdered and
maimed in
their  homes
altar
of  ideologi-
cal purity
that worships
power, not hu-
man life, as its highest value.
Trauma, at the same time,
must act like a window — a
magnifying glass — and not a
mirror. If we use it only to fo-
cus on ourselves and our suf-
fering, we will do little to end
this bloody existence. Trauma
must allow us to see deeper
into the suffering of others, to
feel their stories, and to accept
their pain without rejecting it
as false, necessary or accept-
able like some have suggested
we do with Israeli or Palestin-
ian lives. Contrary to a claim
made in an earlier article
printed by The Daily Campus,
embracing this very nuance is
precisely the antidote to this
violence. Abandoning it will
only dig us deeper into the pit
of fear, hatred, mistrust and
despair that brought us to this
moment in the first place.

Matan Doron (22) is a gradu-
ate of the University of Connecti-
cut who studied Biology and pur-
sued an individualized major in
Science, Medicine and Ethics.
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Photo of the Day | Penultimate week until break

a

Huskies played against Huskies at the Toscano Family Ice Forum, where Northeastern faced off against UConn at 6 p.m. Saturday night. After a 3-0 win Friday night,
PHOTO BY SHELAGH LAVERTY, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY GAMPUS

UConn had another shutout, winning 1-0. This was a fantastic weekend for the women’s hockey team.

Why the
to sign Shohei Ohtani

by Noah Reed
STAFF WRITER
HE/HIM/HIS
noah.reed@uconn.edu

Shohei Ohtani needs to be in a
Giants uniform at the beginning
of the next season.

Bold statement coming
from a college newspaper
writer. Let me explain.

Shohei Ohtani is the great-
est player in the modern game.
We all know that whoever signs
Ohtani is going to be handing
out probably the biggest con-
tract in the history of the sport,
deservingly so. Ohtani was yet
again impressive in his short-
ened 2023 campaign, with many
still believing he’ll win the MVP
award. Now, there are risks with
everything, especially signing
a guy who has a track record of
injuries recently, but there is no
comparison to how valuable a
player like Ohtani is.

But why the Giants? It’s pretty
straightforward.

San Francisco has a very pas-
sionate fanbase who have been
patient for a long time. Since win-
ning the World Series in 2014,
the Giants have reached the play-
offs twice. In both of those (2016
and 2021), they were
out in - the

NLDS.
Last year,

San Fran-
cisco had a

deal to sign
Carlos Correa

in free agency
that fell apart due

to an apparent in-
jury. There was also
about 10 minutes last
offseason where everyone
thought that they were go-
ing to get Aaron Judge (thanks,
Jon Heyman), but he changed his
mind to come back to the Yan-
kees. Instead of bringing in the
star power of Judge and Correa,
they settled for Mitch Haniger
and Michael Conforto. Heck,

their former manager came out
of retirement to lead the team
they beat over a decade ago to
their first-ever World Series
championship while they just
fired theirs. The fans want a bet-
ter product on the field.

It’s not like they don’t have
the resources to attract him,
either. Even being able to offer
contracts to Correa and Judge
proves that they have the mon-
ey to afford Ohtani. He said he
wanted to come to a team he
could win with; San Francisco
had three World Series wins
since 2010. There are plenty of
things that the Giants have that
should be enticing to any free
agent, not just Ohtani, but it’ll
be a competitive field.

Teams like the Dodgers, Yan-
kees, Red Sox, Mets and Rangers
will all be part of the competi-
tion. Some might be willing to of-
fer him more than others; some
may bounce when they see how
much they’d need to pay him.

As for fitting within the orga-
nization, Ohtani would help a
lackluster offense. The Gi-
ants finished in the
bottom half
of the

league
in the majority
of offensive cat-
egories, includ-
ing total bases,
runs, OPS and
stolen  bases.

San Francisco was dead last
in the entire MLB with just 57
steals on the year. Ohtani had
20. He also led the entire league
in OPS and OPS+ (1.066 and 184).
Ohtani’s 44 home runs were
enough to be the most in the
American League; he was shut
down due to injury on Sept. 3.

It was announced that
Ohtani won’t pitch

in 2024, but he
can still be a m

great piece in the rotation. San
Francisco pitched to the 11th-
best league-wide ERA in 2023,
including an 11th-best WHIP
as well, so it’s definitely stron-
ger than their lineup but has
room to improve. In 23 starts
in 2023, Ohtani pitched to the
tune of a 3.14 ERA over 132 in-
nings, good for a 142 ERA+.
The division rival Los Angeles
Dodgers are the heavy favor-
ite to sign Ohtani, which
should definitely play
a role in the Giants’
pursuit. Being
able to prevent
Ohtani from
playing for your
in-state/division
ri-

S :ﬁ-gp’

The Weekly Reed:

need

val should be incentive enough
to go after Ohtani, let alone sign
him. Every top baseball analyst
has Ohtani going to the Dodg-
ers. If the Giants can steal him
away, it brings the fans back into
it, it improves the product on the
field and it makes you a top des-
tination going forward.

But in the end, I think it all
comes back to the fans. Pre-pan-
demic San Francisco was bring-
ing in around 3.3 million fans a
season for a stretch between 2010
and 2018 rather consistently.
Since fans have been able to fully
come back in 2022, the Giants are
now bringing in just around 2.4
million in attendance. Despite a
small growth between 2022 and
2023, San Francisco dropped
in attendance from 12th to 17th
overall in 2023. This is a team
that hasn’t really had any super-
stars in recent memory, and the
fans are desperate for one.

Signing Ohtani fixes that and
can change the franchise.

Not only are you bringing
in a great player, but you also
give your fans something to be
excited about. The team itself
has been mediocre, finishing
between a .450 and .500 win-
ning percentage in every season
since 2018, except for a random
107-win year in 2021.

It’s time to flip the narra-
tive in San Francisco and
solidify themselves as
one of the best fran-
chises in the National
League. I'm not
guaranteeing that
he will sign with
the Giants, but
because of all
these rea-
sons, I think
they’ll be
one of
the top
teams
in the
race.

Shohei Ohtani
at practice
in 2021. His
team at the
time was the
Los Angeles
Angels. PpHoTO
COURTESY OF
@SHOHEIOTANI ON
INSTAGRAM
PHOTO EDITED BY
CONNOR LAFFERTY
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UConn men’s soccer wins their home opener against Holy Cross at the Morrone Stadium in Storrs, Conn. on Aug. 27, 2023. The Huskies held momentum throughout the
entire match, finishing the game with a score of four goals to none. PHOTO BY SKYLER KIM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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UConn baseball wins their home opener against UMass Amherst at Elliot Ballpark in Storrs, Conn. UConn suffers a loss to Florida International Unive y with a
on March 22, 2023. The final score was 7-3. score of 17-24 on Sept. 16, 2023 at the Rentschler Field in East
PHOTO BY SKYLER KIM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS Hartford, Conn. The Huskies have returned to a losing streak
once again. PHOTO BY SKYLER KIM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

No. 21 UConn upsets No. 10 Marquette with a score of 87-72 at the XL Center in Hartford, Conn. on Feb. 7, 2023. This win against the top-ranked Big East Conference
team brings the Huskies back on the national radar after several disappointing losses last month. PHOTO BY SKYLER KIM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Men’s Basketball:

No. 6 Huskies coast by Lumberjacks
to cap off opening night festivities

N -
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by Connor Sargeant
STAFF WRITER

HE/HIM/HIS
connor.sargeant@uconn.edu

STORRS, Conn. - UConn
men’s basketball fans had
much to look forward to in
their 2023-24 opener. Not only
did Monday signify freshman
phenom Stephon Castle’s col-
legiate debut, but it was Con-
necticut’s first game coming off
of their fifth NCAA National
Championship. The excitement
for the contest against North-
ern Arizona was palpable.
Students started lining up at 8
a.m., vying for a coveted spot at
the front of the student section.
Nearly two hours before open-
ing tip, the line to get in from
the south gate grew out past
Hugh S. Greer Field House.
The energy in Storrs only grew
as the night progressed.

30 minutes before the sea-
son kicked off, fans witnessed
a special ceremony honoring
last year’s national champion-
ship squad. The pregame fes-
tivities included the unveiling
of last year’s national cham-
pionship banner and a video
message from former Hus-
kies Joey Calcaterra, Adama
Sanogo, Andre Jackson ]Jr.
and Jordan Hawkins. Despite
the buzz from last year, head
coach Dan Hurley conveyed
his team’s message — it’s time
to get banner No. 6.

The rowdy Storrs crowd
tested the Lumberjacks early
and often, playing the role of

the unofficial sixth man on
the court. From the opening
tip to the final whistle, with
every call, for and against the
Huskies, the sold out crowd
let themselves be known.
And it was clear that it played
a factor for Connecticut. Fol-
lowing a Samson Johnson
dunk in the first quarter, Hur-
ley ran to midcourt, shouting
and egging on the Connecti-
cut crowd to get loud. This
was one of many instances of
the crowd’s electricity.

The Huskies started Mon-
day night strong, with sopho-
more center Donovan Clingan
making his presence felt on the
offensive end. UConn’s first
half attack ran through the big
man as he started the scoring
with a second-chance putback.
Even when the Bristol-native
wasn’t scoring, he was the
catalyst of the Husky offense,
specifically through the pick
and roll. Clingan is not only
tall, at 7-foot-2, but is also so
skilled that he left the NAU de-
fense no choice but to play help
defense on him. The goal was
to prevent Clingan from either
dunking it or dishing it out to
a leaking guard for an easy
floater. Throughout the night,
Clingan either found an open
man outside, set up a cutting
guard or took it himself. Suf-
fice to say, NAU couldn’t con-
tain the big man.

It wouldn’t have been un-
reasonable to think the UConn
track team was playing NAU

with the pace Connecticut kept.
Even in the second half, up 17
points, there was no walking to
be found. With every defensive
rebound, the Huskies sprinted
up the court — methodically
spacing the floor, with either
the guard taking it coast to
coast or finding a shooter on the
wing. Something in this contest
|

“[There’s] going
to be a night
where [Clingan]
does get in

foul trouble,
and [Johnson]
will come in,
and he’ll play
starter minutes,
and he will be
ready to play |
think”

ALEX HOUDESHELL

that could play a role later on in
the season was the implemen-
tation of the full-court press.
Connecticut used this defen-
sive strategy from the jump un-
til the game was out of reach.
After the first half, they still
maintained a tight halfcourt
press. As soon as the NAU ball
handler crossed the mid-line,

UConn men’s basketball takes on FAU at Gampel Pavilion on Monday, Nov 6, 2023. The Huskies took an easy win with a final score of 95-52.

a UConn defender swarmed
him, which more than once led
to a Lumberjack turnover.

Despite all of the good Hur-
ley’s squad accomplished
Monday, there were some ar-
eas for improvement. UConn
struggled early on from the
charity stripe, shooting 9-17 in
the first 20 minutes. The free
throw shooting improved in
the second half, as they put up
a respectable 15-20 mark. The
shooting woes were not just
from the stripe. The Huskies
failed to capitalize on many of
their three-point tries, finish-
ing 28% from downtown. De-
spite their inability to capitalize
on these scoring opportunities,
it is impressive that Connecti-
cut still found a way to score 95
points, finding most of those
chances inside the paint.

This is a positive sign for
Connecticut fans, as every
team goes through instances
where the shots aren’t falling,
so they need to create more op-
portunities inside, which Con-
necticut did. Once the shots
start falling though, it will
spell trouble for the opposition.
Another encouraging marker
for UConn fans is the Huskies’
performance in the rebound-
ing department. Connecticut
outrebounded NAU by a whop-
ping 50-27 margin.

The performance of Sam-
son Johnson is also something
worth noting. Johnson shot 5-6
with 11 points, five rebounds
and three blocks. It was a

breakout performance for a
player who has waited so long
for his time to shine in Storrs,
as he hopes to keep his role as
the backup center.

“[Johnson] probably starts
on other teams in the [Big East]
conference, right, and when
you talk about power schools,
he probably starts on a lot of
different schools,” NAU head
coach Shane Burcar said post-
game. “I don’t know the young
man, but to stay here in the day
of the transfer portal says a lot
about him. [There’s] going to be
a night where [Clingan] does
get in foul trouble, and [John-
son] will come in, and he’ll play
starter minutes, and he will be
ready to play I think.”

Monday was a solid perfor-
mance by the Connecticut men,
though they were far from per-
fect. At times, they struggled
to hit jump shots or make free
throws. Regardless, it was the
first game of their title defense
with a largely new Connecticut
squad. It’s not uncommon to
exit with areas of opportunity
on opening night, but again,
putting up 95 points isn’t ex-
actly struggling.

The Huskies found other
ways to get the job done and
won the game on the interior
by outrebounding and outhus-
tling the Lumberjacks. UConn
returns to the hardwood this
Saturday against Stonehill, an
opportunity to fine-tune areas
of improvement, while build-
ing on their successes.

WHAT TO KEEP AN EYE ON THIS WEEK

UCONN SCOREBOARD

Men’s Basketball

Monday
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Ice Hockey, 7 p.m. Friday
Storrs, Conn.
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Upcoming Games

“p vs- Uz

—

Women’s Bask;etl;ali,
6:30 p.m. Friday
Hartford, Conn.

@jonathanthehusky
Extra hour of sleep tonight? We’re in!

ouT!!

TWEETS OF THE DAY ,

UConn Men’s Basketball
@UConnMBB
Tonight’s Home Opener is officially SOLD

Storrs South
@UConn6thBorough
UCONN GAMEDAY

UConn Huskies

@UConnHuskies

Thrilled to unveil a new statue honoring
UConn legend Dee Rowe!

Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept




