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UGONN STUDENTS ATTENDED MARCH
FOR PALESTINE IN WASHINGTON D.C.
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by Hallie LeTendre
STAFF WRITER
SHE/HER/HERS
hallie.letendre@uconn.edu

This past weekend, a num-
ber of University of Con-
necticut students visited
Washington D.C. to march in
a mass protest in support of
Palestinian people. The rally
was organized by the Pales-
tine Youth Movement orga-
nization, a group whose mis-
sion is to advance Palestinian
freedom and liberation.

Several UConn students
attended this rally, most of
whom are in UConn’s Students
for Justice in Palestine club.

One UConn graduate of the
class of 2023 goes by the name
Layan, who was SJP’s social
media chair and eventually
became the club’s president.
She joined current UConn
students in Washington D.C.

“We were able to organize

buses and transportation to
get UConn students to the
rally, as we recognize that ev-
ery single person’s presence
counts because mass mobili-
zation is one of our most ef-
fective tactics to amplify our
voices and shed light on our
cause,” Layan said.

Layan stated that this week-
end’s rally had more than
400,000 participants, making
it the biggest rally for Pales-
tine that the U.S. has seen.

“It was amazing,” Layan said.

Layan described seeing so
many people in one place to
protest for Palestine as surreal.

“It was so beautiful to see
people of all different col-
ors, ethnic backgrounds, re-
ligions and identities come
together to fight for a com-
mon cause,” Layan said.
“Black and brown people
and all oppressed marginal-
ized groups across the world

know that we are not free
until we are all free.”

Current vice president of
SJP, Nour Algaddumi, heard
about the rally through other
organizers and social media.
They said most of UConn’s
SJP board attended.

“The goal of this rally was
mass mobilization. It brought
people from different states
across the U.S. in front of the
White House,”Alqaddumi
said. “Our allies are grow-
ing. Power is truly in the
people and the more we are
organized and actionable, the
more we can make change in
a country that has blind sup-
port for an apartheid state.”
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UConn SJP has posted and pro-
tested for Palestine throughout
the year. With the Israel-Palestine
conflicts growing mass media at-
tention in the past month, the club
has been working tirelessly to
shift the biased narrative on cam-
pus, Algaddumi explained.

“It is important that us Pal-
estinians and our allies fight
against the propaganda that
has been plaguing the media,”
Algaddumi said. “We plan
on creating content based on
UConn's connection with the
war industry that directly af-
fects the Palestinians as well
as their biased narrative.”

Although Layan has gradu-
ated, she said that she still
works closely with UConn
SJP to shift the narrative
across UConn’s campuses.

“It is imperative that this
kind of work continues, because
UConn pours thousands of our
tuition dollars into the war in-
dustry. They are direct enablers
of the genocide of Palestinians,
and they knowingly, despica-
bly, have aided their murder for
the past 75 years,” Layan said.
“UConn and the entire adminis-
tration has blood on their hands,
and it is up to them to wash it
off. It is up to them to stand on
the right side of history.”

Pop-up food pantry to be
held in Student Union ballroom

by John Haslun
STAFF WRITER
HE/HIM/HIS
john.haslun@uconn.edu

On Wednesday, Nov. 8,
starting at 10 a.m., Univer-
sity of Connecticut Dining
Services will host a pop-up
food pantry until either 1 p.m.
or when supplies run out,
whichever comes first. The
pantry, run through Husky
Harvest, is to be held in the
Student  Union ballroom
(room 331) and is open to any-
one with a UConn ID.

Husky Harvest requests
that students who attend
have their UConn IDs ready
for the check-in table and to
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bring their own bags if they
have them. Those in atten-
dance should prepare for
the possibility of significant
lines for food and should
plan accordingly.

The pop-up food pantry is
in collaboration with Husky
Harvest, which organizes
food drives and pantries for
food-insecure students across
the state. These pantries
“provide the campus commu-
nity with non-perishable food
items, toiletries, and more,”
as listed on the Husky Har-
vest website.

Options for food “will vary
on each campus based on what
is available from Connecti-
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cut Foodshare, Midwest Food
Bank New England, and what
recent donations are received.”

Weekly Husky Harvest
food pantries are scheduled
each week at the Charter Oak
Apartments’ Community
Center 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Mondays and Thursdays.

The pop-up pantry comes
alongside Husky Harvest’s
November donation drive
for “Canned Goods & Dry
Goods,” which includes items
like cereal, pasta, soups,
chili, beans and others. Stu-
dents are additionally en-
couraged to provide reusable
grocery bags, either in new
or gently used condition.
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Husky Harvest requests
that those interested in do-
nating should not drop off
their goods at the Community
Center or Wednesday’s pan-
try, but rather in existing des-
ignated drop-off locations.
These locations include the
UConn Dining Commissary
at 30 Gurleyville Road, open
from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday, and the
UConn Dining Main Office
in the Wade Building of Tow-
ers Residence Halls, open
from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

More information on UCo-
nn food pantries on campus
can be found at www.husky-
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harvest.uconn.edu, while a
full list of items acceptable for
the November donation drive
can be found at www.din-
ing.uconn.edu/2023/10/10/
husky-harvest-wish-list/.
Students with questions or
comments regarding UConn’s
Husky Harvest Food Pan-
tries can direct them to www.
dining.uconn.edu/questions-
and-comments/.
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News

Tuesday’s
elections
will be
shaped by

the politics 5%

of abortion.

Here are the

major races
to watch

(AP) — Several states will
participate in Tuesday’s off-
year general election that will
determine the next governor in
two states and provide insight
into how abortion rights are
shaping American politics.

Voters in Kentucky will de-
cide whether to give a second
term to Gov. Andy Beshear, a
Democrat running in a heav-
ily Republican state. In Mis-
sissippi, Republican Gov.
Tate Reeves is seeking reelec-
tion against a cousin of rock
'n’ roll legend Elvis Presley.

In those races and others
across the country, access to
abortion has been a frequent
topic in campaign debates.
Ohio voters will decide on
a constitutional amend-
ment supported by abor-
tion rights groups and both
Democrats and Republicans
have campaigned for control
of Virginia's legislature by
arguing the other party is
wrong on abortion.

Here's a look at Tuesday's
major races.

Kentucky governor

Beshear seeks a second term
in a heavily Republican state
Donald Trump carried twice.
The GOP nominee is Daniel
Cameron, who succeeded Bes-
hear as state attorney general.

Beshear has called the
state’s restrictive abortion
law “extremist” for not allow-
ing exceptions in cases of rape
and incest. He also vetoed a
proposal banning abortions
after 15 weeks. Cameron says

Printing since 1896, The Daily Campus is the oldest
and largest independent student publication at the
University of Connecticut. The Daily Campus circulates
5,000 newspapers daily and strives to serve the student
body by delivering accurate, relevant and timely news
and content, both in print and online at Daily Campus.
com. Our staff'is comprised entirely of students, with
roughly 200 undergraduates gaining professional
development while contributing to the daily produc-

he supports the state law and
that as governor he would
sign a bill amending it to al-
low rape and incest excep-
tions. But at times he has had
difficulty clarifying what ex-
ceptions he favors.

Beshear, the son of former
two-term Democratic Gov.
Steve Beshear, was first elect-
ed in 2019 when he defeated
GOP incumbent Matt Bevin
by less than half a percentage
point. Cameron is a former
aide to U.S. Senate Minority
Leader Mitch McConnell and
endorsed by Trump. If elect-
ed, he would become the first
Black Republican governor
since Reconstruction.

Ohio constitutional amend-
ment on abortion

Ohio voters will decide
whether to amend the state
Constitution to protect access
to abortion services.

The measure would estab-
lish the right to “make and
carry out one’s own reproduc-
tive decisions” on matters in-
cluding abortion, contracep-
tion and fertility treatment. It
would also allow for abortions
to be banned once it has been
established that the fetus can
survive outside of the womb,
unless a physician determines
that continuing with the preg-
nancy would endanger the pa-
tient’s “life or health.”

In August, voters rejected
a measure that would have
made it more difficult to ap-
prove Tuesday’s abortion
proposal. That contest was
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An attendee to a candidates forum reviews the event program that list those people seeking a
statewide office in the November 7 election, in addition to a reminder of the general election
and the general runoff of Nov. 28, in Vicksburg, Miss., on Oct. 26, 2023.
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seen as a proxy fight on re-
productive rights and re-
ceived national attention.

Virginia General Assembly

Control of both chambers
of Virginia’s state legislature
is up for grabs, with Republi-
cans holding a narrow majori-
ty in the state House and Dem-
ocrats leading the state Senate.
Either or both chambers could
flip and possibly give Repub-
licans full control of state gov-
ernment. That would clear the
way for Republican Gov. Glenn
Youngkin to implement a ban
on abortions after 15 weeks
with exceptions for rape, in-
cest and when the mother’s
life is endangered. Democratic
candidates have campaigned
heavily on the issue.

In addition to the three
marquee races in Kentucky,
Ohio and Virginia, the Asso-
ciated Press will report vote
totals and winners in 346
contested races in 12 states.
Here are some other notable
races to watch:

Mississippi governor

Reeves is running for a sec-
ond term against Democrat
Brandon Presley, a state util-
ity regulator and cousin of
Elvis Presley. Democrats held
the Mississippi governorship
for almost all of the 20th cen-
tury, but Republicans have
controlled the office for the
last 20 years. With help from a
sizable cash infusion from the
national party, Presley out-
raised Reeves this year and

essentially matched him in
spending, but the incumbent
entered the final stretch of the
campaign with more money.
Reeves was first elected in
2019 with 52% of the vote. Both
chambers of the state legisla-
ture are also up for election.

Pennsylvania Supreme Court

Republican Carolyn Car-
luccio and Democrat Daniel
McCaffery are the nominees
to fill a vacant state Supreme
Court seat that could play a
significant role on voting-
related cases during the 2024
presidential campaign.

Rhode Island U.S. House
District 1

Democrat Gabe Amo and
Republican Gerry Leonard
face off in a special elec-
tion to complete the term
of former Democratic U.S.
Rep. David Cicilline, who
resigned in May after seven
terms. The district has voted
reliably for Democrats. Cicil-
line was first elected in 2010
and won his last five reelec-
tion bids with 60% of the vote
or higher. Democrat Patrick
Kennedy previously held the
seat for 16 years.

Mayors

In Houston, 17 candidates are
vying to replace term-limited
Mayor Sylvester Turner. Notable
hopefulsinclude U.S. Rep. Sheila
Jackson Lee and state Sen. John
Whitmire, both Democrats.

In Uvalde, Texas, where a
gunman killed 19 students
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and two teachers at Robb Ele-
mentary School last year, the
candidates for mayor are for-
mer news reporter Kimberly
Mata-Rubio, whose daughter
was killed in the shooting,
former mayor Cody Smith
and elementary school teach-
er Veronica Martinez.

In Bridgeport, Connecti-
cut, Mayor Joe Ganim is
seeking an eighth term, but
on Wednesday, a state judge
made the unusual move of or-
dering a re-do of the Septem-
ber Democratic primary after
evidence surfaced of possible
ballot stuffing. The date for
the new primary has not been
set but will take place after
Tuesday’s general election.
AP will tabulate vote results
of the Tuesday election but
will not declare a winner un-
til the legal challenges have
been resolved.

In Derby, Connecticut, in-
cumbent Mayor Richard
Dziekan is running as an in-
dependent for a fourth term
after losing the Republican
primary to alderman Gino
DiGiovanni, Jr., who was
charged by federal prosecu-
tors in August with illegally
entering the U.S. Capitol dur-
ing the riot on Jan. 6, 2021.

New York City Council Dis-
trict 9

Criminal justice reform ac-
tivist Yusef Salaam, who was
one of five men convicted and
later exonerated in the “Cen-
tral Park Jogger” rape case, is
running unopposed.

Prefer to read our content online?

Check out our newly redesigned website at
dailycampus.com and follow us on social media.
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VERSUS

YOUR BANK ACCCOUNT

by Karla Perez
ASSOCIATE LIFE EDITOR
SHE/HER/HERS
karla.perez@uconn.edu

Welcome back to Conversa-
tions with Karla! In case you
missed it, last week we talked
about the spread of misinforma-
tion through social media. This
week, we will meet Kallista Ber-
ner, a third-semester pre-teach-
ing major and history minor, to
talk about the control social me-
dia has over our wallets.

Berner took us back to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, which she de-
scribed as the time that TikTok
influencers truly started to make
their appearance. As many are
aware, social media influencers
make most of their profits from
brand deals, which involves
making content about products
that companies send them, hyp-
ing them up and convincing
their viewers to buy them.

This pattern of activity sky-
rocketed during the pandemic
according to Berner. “I felt a
constant need to buy stuff. It felt
like I didn’t have what I ‘needed’
to have; I didn’t have the right
shoes or the right skin care. Ev-
ery video I watched showed a
new thing I ‘needed’ to buy.”

Berner has deleted TikTok
since the pandemic and shared
that she feels less pressure to
buy products that influencers
promote simply because she
doesn’t see them as often. She

also explained that watching
videos of influencers promoting
products only had a minor effect
on her self-image, but a major
impact on her spending habits.
While this is a fortunate
circumstance for Berner, it is
not always the case for social
media users. It seems that
every week there is a new
“it” product, and if you don’t
have that product, you’re off-
trend — that doesn’t sound
very good to anyone. Trends
regarding aesthetics have also
come about in recent years.
Currently, social media is ob-
sessed with the “clean girl”
look, but to achieve that look
you need a specific makeup
routine to get that glowy fin-
ish. Additionally, the aesthetic
is thought to look the best on
clear skin, which isn’t always
achievable for people with
acne-prone skin. To add to the
dilemma, most of these make-
up and skincare products are
outrageously priced, exclud-
ing even more people from
participating in the trend.
This likely sounds like a ri-
diculous thing to worry about
for the average college stu-
dent; however, if you look at it
through the lens of a pre-teen
or even adolescent, it is a big-
ger deal, as those are the ages
where other people’s opinions
of you take a greater toll.
Berner connects this feeling
back to her pandemic-era be-

havior on social media. “Dur-
ing the pandemic, I feel like I
was more aware of what I post-
ed,” she said. “I used Instagram
and TikTok more so I started
comparing myself to other girls
and influencers more.”

In today’s social media
landscape, Berner has noticed
more people participating in
the “de-influencing” trend
and putting less emphasis on
the need to buy new products.
Nonetheless, Berner notes
that social media influencers
are contributing a lot to con-
sumerism. She said, “Once
I put that into perspective, I
started to think about ‘How
badly do I really need that
must-have top from Amazon
or that brand new skin prod-
uct? Is it really necessary?’”

Our conversation ended
with Berner emphasizing that
“We as a society need to stop
allowing ourselves to be so
easily influenced and feeding
into consumerism when it’s
not even worth it.” This is im-
portant not only for the sake
of your wallet but also for
the environment. We have all
heard of the crisis our planet
is facing, and influencing
people to buy products won’t
help it get any better.

That’s all for this week’s Con-
versations with Karla! Remem-
ber that youre loved. See you
next week when we’ll be dis-
cussing a new social media topic.

Life
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BORDER CONSTRUCTION GOES
FAR BEYOND TRUMP

by Dan Stark
ASSOCIATE OPINION EDITOR
HE/HIM/HIS
daniel.stark@uconn.edu

“We’re going to build a wall
and make Mexico pay for it!”

This heavily repeated slo-
gan is easily the most famous,
or rather infamous, quote
and catchphrase associated
with Donald Trump. Legions
of Trump supporters across
the country would repeatedly
chant “Build that wall! Build
that wall!” at his rallies and to
anyone else who has the mis-
fortune of listening. Hell, T re-
member kids in middle school
chanting that in the hallways.
His plan of a grand border
wall became his signature pol-
icy and made him the face of a
growing right wing contingent
of immigration hardliners.

Despite the strong associa-
tion between Trump and hard-
line immigration policy, the
idea of building a wall at the
United States-Mexico border
is not unique to him at all. In
reality, border wall and fence
construction has been occur-
ring since the 1990s. The idea
is only so strongly associated
with Trump because of him re-
peating “build the wall” at any
chance he could. The phrase
was crafted by Sam Nunberg,
one of Trump’s consultants,
as a way to keep him on track
without trailing off into rant-
ing about “The Apprentice” or
his beloved Rosie O’Donnell.
The phrase became a hit
among his base, but it doesn’t
mean that border construction
is a new idea by Trump.

The modern era of border
wall construction can be
traced back to 1994. Facing

a large wave of illegal border
crossings, specifically near
San Diego, Bill Clinton intro-
duced Operation Gatekeep-
er, not to be confused with
Operation Gaslight or Op-
eration Girlboss. One of the
provisions of the plan was
to build 14 miles of border
fence starting at the Pacific
Ocean, where the highest
level of illegal immigration
was occuring. It also led to
an increased militarization
of the border, causing a stag-
gering 3,800 deaths since the
implementation of this plan.
Despite the death toll of the
plan and its implementation
of border wall construction,
Clinton largely escaped criti-
cism thanks to him totally
not having sexual relations
with Monica Lewinsky.

The next significant action
occurred during the adminis-
tration of ultimate nepo baby
George W. Bush. During his
second term, Congress passed
the Secure Fence Act of 2006,
which authorized the con-
struction of 700 miles of new
border fence. This was, and
still is, the largest amount of
border construction ever au-
thorized by the federal gov-
ernment, greatly outweighing
any action Trump took on the
border. It’s also worth not-
ing that the bill was biparti-
san and passed by significant
margins in both Houses of
Congress, showing that it’s
not just Republicans who sup-
port border construction. By
the end of Bush’s tenure, more
than 500 miles of border fence
was constructed. But the mas-
sive plan is generally ignored
in discussions about Bush, as

his legacy is more defined by
the War on Terror, the 2007-
08 financial crisis and his
general incompetence.

The implementation of the
Secure Fence Act continued
when Barack Obama took of-
fice in 2009. Under his ad-
ministration, 128 miles of new
border fence was constructed.
Obama also continued the
Bush-era practice of waiv-
ing federal laws regarding the
environment, farmland and
historic sites in order to push
ahead with this construction.
The continuation of the Secure
Fence Act was one of many
tough-on-immigration actions
pursued by his administra-
tion, another of which was the
deportation of roughly three
million illegal immigrants,
which earned him the moniker
of “deporter-in-chief.” Though
he consistently faced criticism
for his policies during his pres-
idency, his calm, well-spoken
demeanor helped prevent him
from becoming the face of the
anti-immigration movement.

At long last, now we finally
get to Donald Trump. He rode
the wave of white anger to the
presidency with his brash
anti-immigration rhetoric
and vow to build a glorious
wall. But what did he actu-
ally accomplish? The answer
is not much. Under the Trump
reich, only 80 new miles of
border barriers were actually
constructed. A vast major-
ity of the construction that oc-
curred under Trump focused
on replacing already-existing
structures and barriers at the
border. And Mexico didn’t pay
for a dime of it, with the money
instead coming from the De-

partment of Defense’s budget.
Trump’s construction at the
border pales in comparison to
the actions of his predecessors,
despite him being more vo-
cal about border construction
than all of them combined.
Trump bragging about the
border is the equivalent of that
one person in a group project
who barely did anything but
then slaps their name right at
the top of it and brags about all
the work they did, which is ac-
curate given his massive ego.

But the story of border con-
struction does not end with
Donald Trump. Last month,
Joe Biden announced the con-
struction of 20 new miles of
border barriers in Texas, a
plan initially authorized by
the Trump administration.
Biden has come under fire for
this, as he declared during
his campaign that “there will
never be another foot of wall
constructed on my admin-
istration,” yet is doing just
the opposite. The new plan
is also controversial because
the Biden administration
plans to waive 26 environ-
mental laws in order to com-
plete the construction, an ac-
tion previously taken by the
Obama administration.

In summation, construction
at the southern border is not a
unique idea only espoused by
Trump, but rather one that has
been the norm for presidential
administrations for the past
30 years. Sure, Trump regu-
larly yelled “build the wall!”
at any chance he could, but the
actions of the Clinton, Bush,
Obama and now Biden admin-
istrations speak louder than
any words that Trump said.

FILE LOGO/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Photo of the Day | Fall evenings in Storrs

UConn students take in the fall weather as orange leaves and early sunsets decorate the center of the Storrs campus.
PHOTO BY ANGELINA LARRACUENTE, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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WHY UCONN’S INTERNATIONAL GRAD FLIP THE PAPER UPSIDE DOWN TO SEE THE ANSWERS!
STUDENTS GAN’T “JUST HOP-ON”

by Laura Bizzarri
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The University of Connecticut is utterly
ignoring the transportation needs of its
students, particularly international gradu-
ate students. A recent Editorial in The Dai-
ly Campus addressed concerns regarding
issues with the transportation services on
the Storrs campus. However, this problem
is more widespread, affecting public trans-
portation to surrounding areas as well. The
truth is UConn should care more.

International graduate students represent
almost a third of all the graduate program-
seeking students at UConn, being a huge
component of the teaching and research
workforce. UConn’s courses and research
programs would quickly come to a halt
if graduate students decided to just walk
away (walking is, after all, the most efficient
means of transportation we currently have).

I arrived at UConn as an international
graduate student in 2017, with no money,
no phone and no driver’s license. I decided
to live in Northwood Apartments, the only
university housing available to graduate
students. It was overpriced for my salary,
but it was the only option that allowed me
to walk to my office and classes. When I
needed to get a driver’s license at the DMV
in Willimantic, I decided to take the bus, but
I could only go on Saturday, when buses run
even less frequently. I made it to the DMV,
but I missed the last bus at about 12 p.m. to
return to Storrs and had to call an Uber.

Many UConn international students end
up living nearby in Willimantic, simply
because it’s the nearest town with a bus
line connecting it to campus and more af-
fordable rent prices. A mere 15-minute
drive by car, it can take up to one hour for
the bus to reach campus from Williman-

tic. Buses don’t run frequently enough or S U B M I T T O
at the times that most students need them
and lose significant time by making stops
in areas not frequented by grad students,
like the Mansfield Senior Center. C U L T U R E
In response to grad students’ complaints, .
university officials have often suggested
that the university is already doing its best
by providing “free” U-Passes (not free: tech-
nically we all pay for it in the transit fee ev-
ery semester). While this is helpful, passes
only take us as far as the bus lines go.
UConn has a responsibility towards its in-
ternational grad students. We moved away
from our home countries, families and friends Culture Shock is a column for

specifically to attend UConn. We need UCo- underrepresented and margina"zed
nn’s support in ensuring that we have access UConn students to anonymously

to faster and more frequent bus routes. . X ) R
Laura Bizzarriis a PhD student in the department discuss their stories and experiences

of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at UConn. as members of those groups at UConn.

|https://dailycampus.com/culture—shock/ |
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WHY CAM SPENGER IMPRESSED ME THE MOST IN UCONN’S WIN OVER NAU

by Evan Rodriguez
HE/HIM/HIS

ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
evanrodriguez@uconn.edu

When discussing UConn’s 95-
52 win over Northern Arizona,
there are plenty of people who
deserve credit for playing a role
in the Huskies’ victory. From
Samson Johnson’s 11 points and
three blocks off the bench to
Alex Karaban’s career-high 22
points, there are many story-
lines to talk about is vast. But,
out of all of those performances,
Cam Spencer was my personal
favorite in Monday’s victory.

“For me, the best thing I saw to-
night was how Cam approached
it,” said Dan Hurley on Spencer’s
contributions. “A guy with his
type of credentials coming in. The
scoring and all of the production
in his career with his willingness
to take three shots and just elevate
the play of everyone around him.
The impact he had on us offen-
sively whether it was a hockey as-
sist or the ball movement. To me, it
was the story of the night.”

It’s hard to disagree with Con-
necticut’s head coach when run-
ning back the tape. Spencer was
excellent in more ways than one
and the impact he had on UConn’s
offensive gameplan was tremen-
dous. Going into this contest, we
knew about the competitiveness
and shooting that he brought to
the table. We knew that he was
going to have an immense impact
on what the Huskies were going
to look like this season. But, it was
the little things that made his per-
formance extra special.

i always love to see players that
have the unselfish gene, a per-
son that prioritizes the best shots
over anything else. Monday night
showcased that part of the transfer

win with a final score of 95-52

SEST R,

UConn men’s basketballltakes on Northern Arlzona University at Gampel Pavilion on Monday, Nov 6, 2023. The Huskies took an easy

PHOTO BY ZACK MOLLER, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

guard’s game with a team-leading
five assists throughout the con-
test. Spencer worked heavily to get
his frontcourt mates in Johnson
and Donovan Clingan involved
through the pick and roll, which
worked like a charm and greatly
benefited the team’s offensive
flow. In total, Spencer contrib-
uted to 12 of Connecticut’s points
through his five assists, which in-
cluded a Karaban three-point shot
from the corner that helped the
UConn offense start cookin’.

The unselfish gene doesn’t just
refer to his passing either. Many
would've expected Spencer to
take plenty of shots in his 27 min-
utes of action, but he instead chose
to do the opposite. On Monday’s

final stat sheet, many would be
surprised to see that Spencer took
just three shots the entire night,
yet it was exactly what the team
needed. The scoring was able to
be spread out to various players
like Clingan, Tristen Newton or
even newcomer Stephon and.
It’s the definition of what a team
player is asked to do.

Yet, the Rutgers transfer con-
tributed through more than just
his passing. The action that Spen-
cer showed on the defensive end
through acts like diving for loose
balls or pure defensive energy
does go beyond the box score. He
may have had just one steal to
show for his defensive efforts on
the stat sheet, but those who had

the opportunity to watch the Hus-
kies play know that the 6-foot-4-
inch guard was extremely im-
portant to Monday’s win.
It’s pretty safe to say
that Spencer is already
looking like one of the
most important transfers to
this Huskies rotation. There
is still plenty of basket-
ball left and UConn’s
toughest opponents
haven’t been faced just
yet. But, if he’s able to
impact games at the lev-
el that he did on Monday
beyond just his scoring,
Connecticut fans are go-
ing to have a lot to cheer for
throughout the season.
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Pointlcounterpoint:

WHICH TEAM WILL GET THE NO. 4 SEED IN THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS: FLORIDA STATE OR WASHINGTON?

by Evan Rodriguez,

HE/HIM/HIS
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR,
evanrodriguez@uconn.edu

and CJ Dexter
HE/HIM/HIS

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT,
christopher.dexter@uconn.edu

There have been plenty of
teams that have captivated the
eyes of college football fans ev-
erywhere. From newcomers like
James Madison to usual suspects
like Ohio State, there’s plenty to
cheer for if you’re a college football
fan. That also means that the col-
lege football playoff race is going
to heat up and two teams are in
a heated battle for the No. 4 seed.
Headlined by Heisman candidate
Michael Penix Jr., the Washing-
ton Huskies currently stand at the
No. 5 seed in the AP Top 25 with
a 9-0 record to show for it. How-
ever, the team still stands behind
No. 4 Florida State for a spot in the
college football playoffs. This rais-
es an interesting question. Could
the Huskies manage to grab the
No. 4 seed or will the Seminoles
hold on for a chance at college
football glory? Associate Sports
Editor Evan Rodriguez and Cam-
pus Correspondent CJ] Dexter will
argue this question in this week’s
segment of point/counterpoint.

Evan: I actually had the treat of
watching the Seminoles duke it out
against the Pittsburgh Panthers
over the weekend at Acrisure Sta-
dium. Even without Keon Cole-
man and Johnny Wilson, the pro-
gram stood resilient and grabbed
the win 24-7. While Florida State
struggled at times on both sides of
the ball, the one thing to take away
from this game is that this squad
is still tough to beat, even when in-
juries may be holding them back.
With that being said, I have confi-
dence that the Seminoles can hold
on to the No. 4 seed, especially if
the team gets back some of their
key contributors on the receiving
end. When this team is healthy
with Jordan Travis at the helm
and weapons like Trey Benson in
the backfield, they’ve shown that
they’re one of the toughest teams in

college football, grabbing victories
from teams like LSU and Duke.
It’s not going to be easy throughout
the rest of the season with games
against both Miami and Florida,
but if the team continues to show
the resiliency that I was able to wit-
ness live, I have confidence that
they can keep their No. 4 spot.

CJ: There is no denying how
dynamic Travis and Florida State
have been this season. With their
remaining schedule consisting of
Miami, North Alabama and Flori-
da, I fully believe that they will fin-
ish the season unbeaten and take
down No. 11 Louisville in the ACC
championship to get to 13-0. With
that being said, if Penix and the
Washington Huskies can get to 13-
0, they should, without hesitation,
get the final CFB spot (assuming
Georgia, Ohio State and Michigan
all make it in). The Huskies have
already taken down No. 6 Oregon,
No. 23 Arizona and USC this sea-
son. Additionally, they’ll have
three more games against resume-
boosting opponents before the sea-
son ends. I have great confidence
that Penix and Co. will take care
of business against No. 13 Utah,
No. 12 Oregon State and coast into
the PAC-12 championship game
against Oregon or USC. There’s
no doubt Washington will have a
tougher time trying to get to the fin-
ish line at 13-0, but if the program
succeeds at that task, it should be a
seamless decision for the commit-
tee to put the Huskies in over the
Seminoles. Florida State currently
has one win against an AP Top 25
opponent and will have just one
more chance to grab another in the
ACC championship. Washington
currently has two wins against AP
Top 25 opponents and will have
three more chances to tally that
number even higher. It’s less likely
that Washington gets to 13-0 due to
their grueling remaining schedule.
But if the Huskies run the table,
they should without a doubt get
favored over the Seminoles in the
CFB playoff selection.

Evan: The Huskies have cer-
tainly had an insane run thus far
and there’s no doubt about that. Re-

o

Zion Tupuola-Fetui gets ready before his game against USC on November 5. Washington would
end up winning this game and their record would go to 9-0.

PHOTO COURTESY OF @UW_FOOTBALL ON TWITTER

gardless of what happens, you have
to admit that Penix himselfhas had
an absolutely legendary season.
As for the criteria for Washing-
ton, both wins over Oregon and
Arizona are undoubtedly impres-
sive, but the win over USC is not
as impressive considering that the
Trojans defense had not been great
before Alex Grinch’s firing. When
you combine that with an offen-
sive superstar in Penix opposing
USC’s shaky defensive effort, the
odds don’t spell well for the pro-
gram. Furthermore, other than the
team’s win over Oregon, I wouldn’t
say Washington’s run has been
vastly more impressive than Flor-
ida State’s. Even discussing some
of the unranked opponents that
the Seminoles have beaten, the
program has a win over Clemson,
who just beat No. 22 Notre Dame.
Additionally, I don’t disagree that
it’s going to be tough not to admit

Washington if they win out against
two ranked opponents, though,
that’s a huge “if.” Oregon State and
Utah are both great programs and
specifically with the Beavers, that’s
going to be a Pac-12 road game for
Penix and Co. It’s going to be a bat-
tle for the program and if the Hus-
kies end up dropping just a single
game, it will be all but decided for
Florida State. Finally, if the Semi-
noles go into the ACC champion-
ship with their entire offensive core
healthy, I have confidence that the
team not only will win against No.
11 Louisville, but it may not even be
close. When you take all those fac-
tors into account, I think the com-
mittee will narrowly give the edge
to Florida State in this one.

CJ: There is no doubt that if
Washington should lose one game,
they will take a backseat to Florida
State in the CFB Playoff rankings.
But Washington has what it takes

to win out and submit a bolstered
resume to the CFB playoff selec-
tion commiittee. In addition to hav-
ing the Heisman Trophy favorite
at quarterback, the Huskies have
one of the best wide receivers in
the nation in Rome Odunze, who
is fifth in the nation in receiving
yards and is projected to go in the
first round of the 2024 NFL Draft.
In addition to Penix and Odunze,
running back Dillon Johnson’s
absurd six yards-per-carry adds
another layer to this high-flying
offense. Defensively, the Huskies
have allowed 28.5 points per game
in conference play, which isn’t
good. But, the offense has been
unstoppable with 509 yards and
41.7 points per game, which are
both good for fourth in the FBS.
I don’t see anyone slowing down
this offense and should they finish
13-0, a spot in the college football
playoff will be waiting for them.
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Photo of the Day | Tunnel vision

UConn women’s basketball hosts their first game of the season, facing off against Southern Connecticut State University on Saturday, Nov. 4, 2023 in Gampel Pavilion
at 1 p.m. Redshirt junior Paige Buekers makes her return after being out for the 22-23 season with a torn ACL. The Huskies easily took the win with a score of 97-38.

PHOTOGRAPH BY SKYLER KIM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Sam’s Section

PREVIEWING THE 5 BEST NON-UCONN NON-CONFERENGCE GAMES THIS SEASON

by Sam Calhoun
HE/HIM/HIS

STAFF WRITER
samuel.calhoun@uconn.edu

College basketball is back in ac-
tion, picking up the craziness that
the sport left us off with in April.
On opening day, James Madison
upset No. 4 Michigan State, Princ-
eton shocked Rutgers and Louis-
ville nearly lost to UMBC.

Even though this week is not
loaded with highly anticipated
matchups, it’s time to look at some
of the best non-conference games
we will see this season. While
UConn’s non-conference schedule
includes some of the best teams
in the country, this article will fo-
cus on the other massive battles
between national championship
contenders that could meet again
in the NCA A Tournament.

No. 12 Arizona at No. 2 Duke
(Friday, 7 p.m., ESPN2)

Arizona does not have All-
Pac-12 forward Azuolas Tube-
lis anymore, who averaged 19.8
points and 9.1 rebounds per game
last season. The defending Pac-
12 Tournament champions are
strong, with All-Pac-12 center Ou-
mar Ballo returning. He will go
up against preseason ACC Player
of the Year Kyle Filipowski as the
Wildcats take on Duke on Friday
at Cameron Indoor Stadium. Both
teams havea strongbackcourt. Ar-
izona’s starting guards are North
Carolina transfer Caleb Love and
preseason Pac-12 Honorable Men-
tion Pelle Larsson. The Blue Dev-
ils are deep this season, especially
in the backcourt. Tyrese Proctor
and Jeremy Roach do not receive
enough love, as they have made
a significant impact throughout
their collegiate careers. Duke has
a talented freshman class, led by
guards Jared McCain and Caleb
Foster. It’s a rematch of the 2001
National Championship Game,
where the Blue Devils earned
their third banner.

No. 1 Kansas vs. No. 16 Ken-
tucky (in Chicago, Tuesday,
9:30 p.m., ESPN)

I would have put the Duke-
Michigan State game here, but
considering the Spartans’ loss to
James Madison, the second game
of the State Farm Champions
Classic replaces that one. Kansas
is loaded this season, with one of
the best players in college basket-
ball in Michigan transfer Hunter
Dickinson. Alongside him is pre-
season All-Big 12 guard Dajuan
Harris Jr., creating an unstoppable
backcourt on paper with three-
time All-Big 12 guard Kevin Mc-
Cullar Jr. It’s a blue-blood battle in
the Windy City as the Jayhawks
take on Kentucky. With the fans

|

\

Zach Edey lays the ball up on Opening Night for Purdue in a game against Samford on November 5. Edey is looking to lead his team to
success after losing in the first round in historic fashion last season.

PHOTO COURTESY OF @BOILERBALL ON TWITTER
in Lexington questioning Hall of
Fame head coach John Calipari,
the Wildcats will be a very inter-
esting team to follow this season.
Kentucky will have preseason
first-team All-SEC guard Antonio
Reeves return for his final season.
In the backcourt, Reeves will be
paired with five-star first-year
Justin Edwards, who was named
to the AIll-SEC Second Team.
Much like the Arizona-Duke
game, this is also a rematch of a
national championship game, as
the Wildcats defeated Kansas in
2012. Since 2019, the results have
alternated each time they have
met, with the Jayhawks winning
in January last season.

No. 3 Purdue vs. No. 11 Gon-
zaga (in Honolulu, Nov. 20, 5
p-m., ESPN2)

Reigning national player of the
year Zach Edey returned to West
Lafayette in hopes of helping Pur-
due bounce back from their histor-
ic first-round exit last season. Also

returning is sharpshooter guard
Fletcher Loyer, who was named to
the preseason Jerry West Award
Watch List (nation’s best shooting
guard). They will take on Gon-
zaga in the quarterfinal round of
the Maui Jim Maui Invitational.
These two teams met last year, as
the Boilermakers blew the doors
offthe Zags in the semifinal round
of last season’s Phil Knight Legacy
Tournament. Drew Timme isn’t
the face of the Bulldogs anymore.
There isn’t a clear star in Spokane,
but head coach Mark Few’s team
has a threatening trio of forwards
Graham Ike and Anton Watson,
along with Creighton transfer
guard Ryan Nembhard, one of the
nation’s best true point guards.

No. 19 North Carolina vs.
No. 16 Kentucky (in Atlanta
Dec. 16, 5:30 p.m., CBS/Para-
mount+)

There are not two bluer blue
bloods than North Carolina and
Kentucky, so it is always a must-

watch when they meet in the
NCAA Tournament or the CBS
Sports Classic, the latter being the
site of this season’s battle. We've
already previewed Kentucky, in its
first season without former Wood-
en Award winner Oscar Tshiebwe,
with a talented backcourt of Ed-
wards and Reeves. North Carolina
was last season’s preseason No. 1
before failing to make the NCAA
Tournament in head coach Hu-
bert Davis’s second year as Roy
Williams’ successor. College bas-
ketball has many talented bigs,
including UNC’s Armando Ba-
cot, a first-team All-ACC player in
back-to-back seasons. While Love
has transferred out of Chapel Hill,
the backcourt will now have pre-
season Naismith Trophy Watch
List guard R.J. Davis leading the
way. The Tar Heels are not limited
tojust those two, as Stanford trans-
fer Harrison Ingram was named
to the Julius Erving Award Watch
List (nation’s best small forward).

They also have the ACC Preseason
Rookie of the Year in five-star
guard Elliot Cadeau, who will join
Davis in the backcourt.

No. 11 Gonzaga at No. 16 Ken-
tucky (Feb. 10, 4 p.m., CBS/
Paramount+)

The college basketball world was
ecstatic when the news came this
past summer that Gonzaga and
Kentucky would meet in a home-
and-home series, first in Lexington
this February. We've already pre-
viewed both teams, solet’s focus on
the short history between the two
programs. In a semi-home game
for the Bulldogs, taking place last
November, the Zags defeated the
Wildcats by 16 points. That was
the second-ever meeting between
the two programs, with the first
coming during the 2002 Maui Invi-
tational. Kentucky won that game,
so the series is all even at one game
apiece. While most teams will be
deep into conference play at the
time, this one will be a must-watch.
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Roundtable:

WHO’S THE NFL'S BIGGEST MIDSEASON WINNER?

NFL fans, we have finally reached the halfway mark of the season! It has been a long road to get here, but with plenty of storylines to talk about, one of
those happens to be the amount of winners. While teams like the Bears and Giants have been putrid to say the least, rosters like the Chiefs and Jaguars have
withstood the test of time and look to stay strong going into the second half of the season. With that being said, our team of writers look to answer the ques-
tion of who is the biggest midseason winner of the NFL season in this week’s edition of the Daily Campus roundtable.

by Evan Rodriguez | ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR | HE/HIM/HIS | evanrodriguez@uconn.edu
Houston Texans

It may be absurd to call the Texans the biggest midseason winner thus far, especially when the squad is just 4-4 and two games behind Jacksonville for
first in the AFC South. But, the fact that the team finally has some stability at the quarterback position for the first time since Deshaun Watson’s departure
from Houston is a gigantic win for this franchise. C.]. Stroud has easily been the best rookie quarterback in 2023 and is continuing to set all kinds of records
in his first NFL season. When you add the fact that the roster has managed to grab wins over some tough teams like the Jaguars and the Steelers, that’s big
for what this team could look like as time goes on. In terms of the pure definition of winning, this team may not fit that criteria, but in comparison to their
performance prior this season, they’ve gotta be on the list of biggest midseason winners.

by Cole Stefan | SENIOR COLUMNIST | HE/HIM/HIS | cole.stefan@uconn.edu
Sam LaPorta

Every year, there is always one player whose rookie campaign goes under the radar because a first-year quarterback becomes a franchise cornerstone or
a wide receiver explodes for a 1,000-yard campaign. Wide receivers Drake London and George Pickens’ first professional season went largely unnoticed
behind those of Garrett Wilson and Chris Olave in 2022, but Sam LaPorta takes the cake in 2023. Through eight games, six of them starts, the second-round
NFL Draft selection ranks second on the Detroit Lions with 434 receiving yards on 43 catches and has found the end zone a team-best four times. Although
it is highly unlikely that he becomes the first tight end with a 1,000-yard rookie season since Kyle Pitts two years ago, LaPorta possesses significant value
as a No. 2 receiving option for a balanced Detroit offense led by quarterback Jared Goff. The 2016 first overall pick crossed the 4,000-yard mark for the third
time in his career last year, but the Towa product will be the reason he throws for 5,000+ yards in 2023.

by Gavin Freidman | camMPus CORRESPONDENT | HE/HIM/HIS | gavin.freidman@uconn.edu
Puka Nacua

The Los Angeles Rams truly found a diamond in the rough in the fifth round of the 2023 NFL draft. They drafted Puka Nacua with the 177th overall pick
and he has already broken several records in his first nine games of the season. Nacua recorded 39 receptions and 501 yards in his first four games which
were both NFL records for a player in his first four games. Through nine games the 22-year-old is also on pace to break the single-season records for the
most receptions and receiving yards by a rookie. Nacua’s production has taken a bit of a hit the past two games, only recording a combined six catches for
75 yards. However, this is most likely the result of the absence of Rams starting quarterback Matthew Stafford, who suffered a thumb injury in the second
quarter of the Rams’ Week 8 matchup against the Dallas Cowboys. Stafford has a good chance of returning in Week 11, which would give Nacua a good op-
portunity to continue to add to his historic rookie season.

by CJ Dexter | cAMPUS CORRESPONDENT | HE/HIM/HIS | christopher.dexter@uconn.edu
Sam Howell

Drafted in the fifth round in 2022, Washington Commanders quarterback Sam Howell wasn’t expected to amount to anything more than a backup. In his
rookie season, Howell was the third stringer behind Carson Wentz and Taylor Heinicke but head coach Ron Rivera decided to roll the dice with the second-
year quarterback going into the 2023 campaign. Through nine starts, Howell has aired it out for 2471 yards and 14 touchdowns despite playing behind a di-
saster of an offensive line. The franchise was expected to be uncompetitive this year and draft a quarterback in the first round in the next NFL draft. Based
on the way Howell has played in his first season, the franchise could change their plans to build around the 23-year-old from Waynesville, North Carolina.
As of recent, Howell has thrown for 325+ yards with one or fewer interceptions in three of his last five games and has the Commanders just one game under
.500. The former North Carolina star has turned heads so far this season and I wouldn’t surprised if this Washington team is in the wild card hunt going

into the final weeks of the season.

LOGO BY HALEIGH SCHMIDT, ASSOCIATE ARTIST EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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NO. 2 HUSKIES OPEN SEASON AGAINST DAYTON

by Stratton Stave
HE/HIM/HIS

SPORTS EDITOR
stratton@uconn.edu

Roughly 26 years ago, UConn
women’s basketball head coach
Geno Auriemma was recruiting
Tamika Williams-Jeter, a her-
alded recruit, to come play for his
Huskies. At the time, Connecticut
had just one national champion-
ship to their name and fewer re-
sources than many of the other
schools recruiting the forward.

“When we were recruiting
Tamika, that was a great memory,”
Auriemma recalled. “I remember
when you could send a plane to go
get people back in the day. A lot of
the big schools thought they were
ahead of the game because they
would send an airplane to pick
you up and fly you for an official
visit. She was all excited about that
happening at some of the other
schools, so I mailed her one of
those airplanes you put together
with cardboard and said ‘I'm send-
ing the plane for you.”

That paper airplane was
enough to convince Williams-
Jeter to attend school in Storrs,
Connecticut, where she proceed-
ed to win championships in 2000
and 2002 behind career averages
of 10 points and five rebounds.
And the airplane? Williams-
Jeter’s mom still has it. Now, all
these years later, Williams-Jeter
is the head coach of her home-
town Dayton Flyers’ women’s
basketball team, who comes to
Hartford, Connecticut for UCo-
nn’s season opener Wednesday.

In Williams-Jeter’s first year, the
Flyers took many steps back from
their 26-6 campaign the season be-
fore. They lost their first 10 games
and didn’t pick up a Division I vic-
tory until January. They closed the
year with seven wins to their name,
making it to the second round of
the Atlantic 10 tournament.

One of the bright spots of last
season’s team was Mariah Per-
ez, a graduate student who had
a breakout campaign. She aver-
aged 12 points and nine boards,
which was enough to gain her
the team’s most-improved play-
er honors. This year, Perez was
tabbed to the A-10 third team.

First-year center Eve Fiala is
also a player to look out for in the
matchup. Fiala, from Indiana,
Pennsylvania, is 6 foot, 4 inches
tall and garnered high-major of-
fers while being recruited. In par-
ticular, she looked at Ohio State
while Williams-Jeter was an as-
sistant there. Fiala decided to fol-
low her to Dayton, where she is set
to be a key player from early on,
thanks to her size. Her and fellow
first year forward Riley Rismiller
are the only two players on the
roster above 6-foot-2-inches.

For UConn, they’re coming off
a dominant exhibition against
Southern Connecticut State.
The Huskies didn’t allow more
than 12 points in a quarter and
displayed their excellent depth.
No one was on the floor for more
than 23 minutes, but the most
electric player was in for just 12.

That player is Paige Bueckers,
who notched seven points, seven
assists and four rebounds on 3-4
shooting. She made the most of
each moment and was particular-
ly impressive as a distributor. It’s
easy to get caught up in exhibition
results, but Bueckers looked great.
She hopes to be in line for her first
fully healthy season since her first
year and will likely increase her
minutes against Dayton.

Another player worth looking
out for is Aaliyah Edwards, an
AP third-team All-American last
year. Edwards has full control of
the team’s frontcourt and is poten-
tially in position for a more prolific
senior year. The Huskies appear to
be running a smaller lineup with
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Nika Muhl looks to make a play in their first game of the season, facing off against Southern
Connecticut State University on Saturday, Nov. 4, 2023 in Gampel Pavilion at 1 p.m. The Huskies
easily took the win with a score of 97-38.
PHOTOGRAPH BY SKYLER KIM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

wing Caroline Ducharme stepping
in the starting five for graduating
center Dorka Juhész. That leaves
Edwards as the tallest in the rota-
tion at 6-foot-3-inches, giving her
all the opportunities down low,
which combines nicely with her
evolving game outside the paint.
Ducharme is the last Husky to

keep an eye on, another player who
suffered mightily from injuries last
year. This ultimately led to a worse
sophomore season, after she scored
10 pergameasa firsy-year. Intheex-
hibition, Ducharme tallied 10 points
and three steals, numbers she will
look to build on. She also struggled
to connect on her attempts from

deep, going 1-4. The Massachu-
setts native will be a key factor in
whether the Huskies win this year’s
championship and would benefit
tremendously from a strong start.

The contest will tip off at 7
p-m. EST at the XL Center in
downtown Hartford and can be
viewed on SNY.

KK Arnold attempts to steal the ball in their first game of the season, facing off against Southern Connecticut State University on Saturday, Nov. 4, 2023 in Gampel
Pavilion at 1 p.m. The Huskies easily took the win with a score of 97-38.
PHOTOGRAPH BY SKYLER KIM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

WHAT TO KEEP AN EYE ON THIS WEEK

UCONN SCOREBOARD
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Upcoming Games

Opener!?

7:00 p.m.

TWEETS OF THE DAY [~ J

UConn Huskies
@UConnHuskies

Who’s pumped for @UConnWBB Home

Wednesday, Nov. 8

XL Center
VS Dayton

Men’s Basketball
Monday

Hockey, 7 p.m. Friday #BleedBlue

@uconnmbb
Storrs, Conn

*Insert Spiderman meme*
Follow The Daily Campus @dcsportsdept




