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UConn faculty express concerns 
over proposed budget cuts 

University of Connecticut fac-
ulty came together to write an 
open letter stating their concerns 
to the university administration 
after they recently released a five-
year plan which included pro-
posed budget cuts. 

The five-year plan was released 
at the end of last semester and 
will begin to take effect in the fall 
of 2024. The open letter explains 
faculty concerns with the five-
year plan and proposed budget 
cuts, which includes a 15% reduc-
tion in the permanent two-ledger 
budget for all academic units over 
the next five years. Beginning in 
fiscal year 2025, there will be a 3% 
reduction rate, with incremental 
4%, 3.5%, 2.5% and 2% reduction 
rates for the following four years.  

“While we understand the 
complexities of financial decision-
making, these cuts, as currently 
proposed, will dramatically de-
grade UConn’s central mission of 
teaching and research excellence, 
and its standing as a world-class 
institution of higher education,” 
the open letter said. 

Over 300 faculty members 
signed the letter, which calls for 
greater clarity, transparency 
and accountability from the 
administration.  

The letter requests a clear ac-
count of budgetary 
decisions from 
the last several 
years and an 
explanation of 
the university’s 
prioritization 
of expenses and 
how the pro-
jected expen-
ditures for the 
next five years 
will serve the 
u n i v e r s i t y ’s 
core mission. 
Ad d it io n a l ly, 
the letter also re-
quests updates on negotiations 
with the governor and state leg-
islature on UConn’s budget and 
future.  

According to the University 
Senate Budget Briefing on Dec. 
4, the five-year financial plan 
will seek new revenues and 
grow existing avenues including 
enrollment mix maximization, 
rate increases and endowment 

by Sara Bedigian
STAFF WRITER
SHE/HER
sara.bedigian@uconn.edu

y

“While we understand the 
complexities of financial decision-

making, these cuts, as currently 
proposed, will dramatically degrade 
UConn’s central mission of teaching 

and research excellence, and its 
standing as a world-class institution 

of higher education,”

growth. It will also utilize one-time 
fund sources to cover large gaps 
in earlier years. The plan also will 
request $47.3 million worth of state 
funds for fiscal year 2025, in addi-
tion to the 15% reduction.  

UConn faculty detail their 
concerns as they worry the cuts 
will have significant impacts on 
teaching, learning and research. 
The letter argues how conse-
quences of the budget cuts could 
include an increase in class 
sizes, reduced in-person contact 
between students and faculty 
and elimination of or reduction 
in graduate programs.   

“These repercussions are 
nothing short of catastrophic. 
If implemented, they will have 
an unprecedented impact on 
UConn as a whole, undoing all 
the efforts over the past two 

decades that have 
led to it becoming 
one of the na-
tion’s top public 
universities and 
an esteemed R1 
research institu-
tion,” the letter 
said. “The chal-
lenges ahead will 
impact students, 
faculty, staff and 
all members of 
the UConn com-
munity. We hope 

for a solution that 
will preserve UCo-

nn as a great university.”  
UConn faculty said in the 

letter that they are welcome to 
open dialogue to address the 
questions and concerns. The 
university has acknowledged 
their requests and will be hold-
ing a series of three town hall 
meetings regarding the issue.  

The first of three virtual town 
hall meetings will be held today, 

Jan. 24, from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m.The 
UConn community is invited to 
attend to further discuss the 
budget cuts with university ad-
ministration. The second town 
hall meeting will be held on Feb. 
21 from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. and the 
final meeting will be in-person 
and virtual on March 4 from 12 
p.m. to 1 p.m.  

In a UConn official announce-
ment email, university adminis-
tration encourages all members 
of the UConn community to at-
tend and submit questions in 
advance to communications@
uconn.edu. Questions can also 
be submitted in real time during 
the meeting.  

University administration 
released more information on 
Monday for people to view in pre-
peration for the town hall, which 
includes more details about fiscal 
year 2024 revenues and expens-
es, the five-year financial plan, 
state funding requests and fiscal 
year 2025 budget outlook. 

A recorded presentation on the 
current budget situation can be 
found on UConn Media Space and 
the town hall can be viewed at 
https://academics.its.uconn.
edu/town-hall/. 

With Oregon facing rampant public drug use, 
lawmakers backpedal on 

pioneering decriminalization law
SALEM, Ore. (AP) — Democrat-

ic lawmakers in Oregon on Tues-
day unveiled a sweeping new bill 
that would undo a key part of the 
state’s first-in-the-nation drug de-
criminalization law, a recognition 
that public opinion has soured on 
the measure amid rampant public 
drug use during the fentanyl crisis.

The bill would recriminalize the 
possession of small amounts of 
drugs as a low-level misdemeanor, 
enabling police to confiscate them 
and crack down on their use on 
sidewalks and in parks, its authors 
said. It also aims to make it easier to 
prosecute dealers, to access addic-
tion treatment medication, and to 
obtain and keep housing without 
facing discrimination for using that 
medication.

“It’s the compromise path, but 
also the best policy that we can 
come up with to make sure that 
we are continuing to keep com-
munities safe and save lives,” 
state Sen. Kate Lieber, a Portland 
Democrat, told The Associated 
Press.

Voters passed the pioneering 
decriminalization law, Measure 
110, with 58% support in 2020. 
But Democratic legislators who 
championed it as a way to treat 
addiction as a public health mat-
ter, not a crime, are now contend-
ing with one of the nation’s larg-
est spikes in overdose deaths, 
along with intensifying pressure 
from Republicans and growing 
calls from a well-funded cam-
paign group to overhaul it.

Researchers say it’s too soon 
to determine whether the law 
has contributed to the state’s 
deadly overdose surge, and sup-
porters of the measure say the 
decades-long approach of ar-
resting people for possessing 
and using drugs didn’t work.

The bill, unveiled by Lieber 
and other Democrats serving on 
a recently created committee on 
addiction, is set to be introduced 
during the legislative session that 
starts in February. The Legislature 
adjourned over the summer, but 
concern over the state’s drug crisis 
led Democrats to launch the com-
mittee in between sessions. Since 
September, the committee has 
held multiple hearings and heard 
testimony from law enforcement 
and substance use disorder ex-
perts on the law’s accomplish-
ments and shortcomings.

Measure 110 directed the state’s 
cannabis tax revenue toward drug 
addiction treatment while decrimi-
nalizing “personal use” amounts of 
illicit drugs. Possession of under a 
gram of heroin, for example, is 
only subject to a ticket and a 
maximum fine of $100.

Those caught with small 
amounts can have the citation dis-
missed by calling a 24-hour hotline 
to complete an addiction screening 
within 45 days, but those who don’t 
do a screening are not penalized for 
failing to pay the fine.

In the year after the law took ef-
fect in February 2021, only 1% of 
people who received citations for 
possession sought help via the hot-
line, state auditors found. As of last 
June, the hotline received on aver-
age of 10 calls per month that were 
related to citations.

Opponents of the law say it 
hasn’t created an incentive to seek 
treatment, a criticism the new bill 
seeks to address.

The measure’s details have 
yet to be finalized, but “per-
sonal use” possession of illegal 
drugs would become a misde-
meanor punishable by up to 30 
days in jail or a $1,250 fine. The 
bill would not affect Oregon’s 

legalization of cannabis or 
psychedelic mushrooms.

Those arrested for small 
amounts would be referred by 
police to a peer support specialist 
to schedule an assessment or in-
tervention. If the person shows up 
to the meeting, they wouldn’t be 
charged. If they don’t, the offense 
could be referred to the district at-
torney’s office.

If charges are filed, they 
could avoid jail by agreeing to 
certain conditions of probation, 
or by agreeing to have their case 
diverted to drug court, where 
judges place people in treat-
ment programs rather than jail.

“We’re trying to give people off 
ramps while also introducing some 
accountability into the sys-
tem,” Lieber said.

The bill would make it easier to 
prosecute people for selling drugs 
and create harsher penalties for do-
ing so in parks and near homeless 
shelters and substance use disor-
der treatment centers.

Advocacy groups that have 
backed Oregon’s decriminalization 
law opposed recriminalizing “per-
sonal use” possession as a misde-
meanor.

“When people have criminal 
records for addiction, they per-
manently exclude people from 
job opportunities. The legisla-
ture should delete the portions 
of the bill that impose crimi-
nal penalties and waste money 
and double down on increasing 
treatment funding,” Meli Rose, 
director of operations for Iron 
Tribe Network, a nonprofit that 

supports people in recovery, 
said in a statement.

The bill aims to expand access 
to treatment, particularly medica-
tions used to treat opioid addiction. 
It would allow doctors to prescribe 
such medication without prior ap-
proval or review from insurance 
companies, and make it easier for 
pharmacists to refill prescriptions 
in certain emergency situations.

Additionally, it would expand 
fair housing standards to protect 
people prescribed such medication 
from being discriminated against 
when trying to maintain or access 
long-term living facilities, such as 
permanent supportive housing for 
people exiting homelessness.

Lawmakers will have just 35 
days to pass the bill once the legis-
lative session starts on Feb. 5.

A person holds drug paraphernalia near the Washington Center building on SW Washington 
Street, April 4, 2023, in downtown Portland, Ore. On Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024, Democratic law-
makers in Oregon unveiled a sweeping new bill that would undo a key part of the state’s first-
in-the-nation drug decriminalization law. The bill would recriminalize the possession of small 
amounts of drugs as a low-level misdemeanor.

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF DAVE KILLEN/AP
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Greta Gerwig snubbed for 
best director and other 

Oscar nominations surprises
Cue all the “did ‘Barbie’ di-

rect itself” snark. But Greta 
Gerwig not being among the 
five best director nominees 
for this year’s Oscars is one of 
the biggest shocks in recent 
memory. Here are some other 
major “snubs” and “surpris-
es” from Oscar nomination 
morning.

GRETA GERWIG SHUT 
OUT FOR DIRECTOR

If we knew anything go-
ing into Oscar nominations 
morning, it was that Ger-
wig was obviously going to 
be nominated for directing 
“Barbie.” It was that rarest 
of things, a critically praised 
original blockbuster (about a 
woman to boot) that became 
the highest earner of the year 
by a wide margin and was a 
legitimate cultural phenom-
enon. Gerwig was previously 
nominated for best director 
for “Lady Bird,” and missing 
out for “Little Women” was 
even a snub. Unfortunately 
many will likely point to Jus-
tine Triet (“Anatomy of a Fall”) 
for taking Gerwig’s spot, but 
let’s not pit two great female di-
rectors against one another. If 
it’s any consolation to Gerwig, 
last year’s blockbuster direc-
tors were also shut out of this 
category — neither James Cam-
eron (“Avatar: The Way of Wa-
ter”) nor Joseph Kosinski (“Top 
Gun: Maverick”) made it in.

ACADEMY CONTINUES 
TO DISAPPOINT WITH 
BLACK WOMEN

Even with her years of ser-
vice to the academy, Ava Du-
Vernay could see the writing 
on the wall: “Origin” was 
completely overlooked by her 
fellow members, most upset-

Actors Ryan Gosling, left, Margot Robbie, center, with director Greta Gerwig on the set of “Barbie.” 
PHOTO COURTESY OF JAAP BUITENDIJK/AP

Actor Barry Keoghan in a scene from last years “Saltburn”.
PHOTO COURTESY OF AMAZON PRIME VIDEO/AP 

tingly for Aunjanue Ellis-
Taylor’s leading performance 
as Isabel Wilkerson. It’s not a 
secret that the Oscars have a 
bad track record with Black 
female directors — remember 
last year how Gina Prince-
Bythewood’s “The Woman 
King” was also shut out? Du-
Vernay’s “Selma” remains 
the only best picture nominee 
directed by a Black woman. 
And Halle Berry will for an-
other year continue to be the 
only Black woman to ever 
win best actress, as “The 
Color Purple’s” Fantasia 
Barrino also missed out on a 
nomination.

CHARLES MELTON 
MISSES THE CUT

Someone tell Charles 
Melton’s mom to get a com-
forting batch of her kimchi 
going ASAP. The “May De-
cember” actor was not nomi-
nated for his heartbreaking 
performance as the unknow-
ing victim of an older wom-
an’s grooming. The surprise 
inclusion in this category was 
Sterling K. Brown for “Amer-
ican Fiction.” “May Decem-
ber” did not do well at all, 
getting only one nomination 
for screenwriter Samy Burch.

AMERICA FERRERA 
IN, MARGOT ROBBIE 
OUT

“Barbie’s” chaos didn’t stop 
with Gerwig’s exclusion from 

best director. Margot Robbie 
was not among the lead actress 
nominees Tuesday morning 
but her co-star America Fer-
rera, of that now-famous mono-
logue, made it into supporting. 
Robbie did snag one nomina-
tion for the film, as producer in 
the best picture category.

DIANE WARREN GETS 
ANOTHER SHOT; DUA 
LIPA IS ‘BARBIE’ CASU-
ALTY

It’s not the Oscars without 
a Diane Warren nomination. 
The songwriter got her 15th 
nomination, this time for 
“The Fire Inside” from “Fla-
min’ Hot.” Though she has 

now received an honorary 
Oscar, Warren has not yet 
won a competitive statuette. 
This is not likely to be her 
year either, up against two 
“Barbie” juggernauts: “I’m 
Just Ken” and “What Was I 
Made For.” Oscar rules state 
that only two original songs 

from a single film can be 
nominated, meaning Dua Li-
pa’s “Dance the Night Away” 
was the unlucky “Barbie” ex-
clusion.

FAREWELL ‘FALL-
EN LEAVES’ AND THE 
‘TASTE OF THINGS’

The international feature 
category always has some 
heartbreakers but this year 
stung a little more: Aki Kau-
rismäki’s acclaimed deadpan 
romantic comedy “Fallen 
Leaves” looked like it could 
have been a shoo-in for the 
Oscars, but it got zero nomi-
nations Tuesday. It’s in good 
company with France’s selec-
tion “The Taste of Things,” 
which was also shut out. 
Many thought it wild that 
France selected that film over 
“Anatomy of a Fall,” which 
was rewarded with four nom-
inations in other categories 
including director and pic-
ture.

‘PAST LIVES’ NEARLY 
DISAPPEARS

In one version of nominations 
morning, “Past Lives” could 
have been among the top six 
nominees but Celine Song’s 
graceful romance came out 
with only two, for screenplay 
and best picture. Besides Song 
missing out for her direction, 
the biggest snub is for Greta 
Lee’s gorgeous, soulful lead per-
formance.

GAME OVER FOR SUPER 
MARIO BROS.

Oh no, Mario! “The Super 

Mario Bros.” movie, the second 
highest-grossing film of the 
year was completely shut out 
from nominations including 
animation. We knew going into 
the morning that Bowser’s bal-
lad to Princess Peach had not 
made the shortlist for original 
song, but it is pretty surpris-
ing that it wasn’t at least among 
the best animated movies. Per-
haps the unexpected element of 
chaos here was Neon’s “Robot 
Dreams,” a Cannes acquisition 
that has not yet been released in 
the U.S.

SHORTS ARE A LITTLE 
LESS STARRY

The Almodóvar/Anderson 
duel in the short film category 
just became a draw. Pedro Al-
modóvar was not nominated 
for his Pedro Pascal and Ethan 
Hawke led film “Strange Way 
of Life,” making the category a 
little less starry. Wes Anderson, 
who has never won an Oscar, 
did make it in however for his 
Roald Dahl short “The Wonder-
ful Story of Henry Sugar.” This 
makes eight nominations for 
Anderson over the years.

‘SALTBURN’ GOES 
DOWN THE DRAIN

Listen, we didn’t really 
think that Emerald Fennell’s 
“Saltburn” would make a big 
splash nominations morning, 
but it had been trending that 
way based on its popularity on 
Prime Video over the holidays. 
Time to blast Sophie Ellis-Bex-
tor’s “Murder on the Dance 
Floor.” Clothing optional.
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ACROSS
1 Halts
7 Loops in via 

email
10 Muslim cleric
14 “Dear Prudence” 

offering
15 Circle of life?
17 __ Marcus
18 New word for 

something old
19 Economic 

metaphor  
coined by Adam 
Smith

21 Crow’s-nest call
22 Tolkien villains
25 Cryptographer 

Turing
28 Gawk
33 Cantina dip
35 Hence
36 “Leave the World 

Behind” actor 
Mahershala

37 Very softly, in 
music

38 Hurry, with “it”
41 Hydroelectric 

facility
42 Ore-__ Tater  

Tots
43 Years during 

Caesar’s reign
44 One of the 

Stooges
46 Lowest of lows
50 Some Dada 

works
51 “Manhattan 

Beach” novelist 
Jennifer

52 Ranch newborn
54 Superhero team 

with the physical 
features of 19-, 
28-, 38-, and 
46-Across

62 Hawaiian treat 
similar to a snow 
cone

64 Mellow
65 “Until we meet 

again”
66 Beyond thrilled
67 Pieces de 

resistance?
68 “Levitating”  

singer __ Lipa
69 States  

definitively

DOWN
1 “Pretty please?”
2 Genesis paradise
3 Tel __, Israel
4 Gorillas, e.g.
5 Net funds
6 Ranking
7 Corner PC key
8 One of Canada’s 

First Nations
9 “An American 

Pickle” star 
Rogen

10 Like some 
transfers

11 Telepath
12 Whichever
13 James Bond film 

studio
16 Big Band __
20 Mormon sch.
23 Letter-shaped 

vise
24 Pinches pennies
25 Seek (to)
26 Cuddly 

companion
27 Source of some 

wool
29 Suit
30 “Dude!”
31 Self-importance
32 Decomposes

34 Literary captain 
obsessed with a 
whale

39 Artist Yoko
40 Minecraft 

explosive
45 Part-timer’s work 

period, perhaps
47 Rapscallions
48 Many times, 

poetically
49 Felipe Alou’s 

outfielder son

53 Amtrak express
55 State-of-the-art
56 Deadlocked
57 Women’s Rights 

Project org.
58 Actress Ward
59 Feedbag grains
60 Versatile 

vehicles, for short
61 Start afresh
62 Bay Area airport 

letters
63 “As if!”

The Daily Campus 
Crossword
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Conversations 
with Karla:

by Karla Perez | ASSOCIATE LIFE EDITOR | SHE/HER/HERS | karla.perez@uconn.edu 

The The conflicting sides of conflicting sides of 
Rush-Tok-Tok

Hello and welcome back to 
another edition of Conversa-
tions with Karla! In the last edi-
tion, we discussed the positive 
and negative ways social media 
can affect one’s college expe-
rience. This week, I met with 
Sofia Papanikolaou, a fourth-
semester physiology and neu-
robiology student, to talk about 
what it’s like seeing Greek life 
depicted on social media as an 
active member.  

Papanikolaou explained how 
when she went through the re-
cruitment process, she did not 
feel negatively influenced by so-
cial media because she had first-
hand accounts from people she 
trusted. Her mother, Mary Jane 
Papanikolaou (‘92), was a mem-
ber of the Pi Beta Phi chapter 
and had the strongest influence 
on her mindset going through 
rush. Seeing her mother uphold 
amazing friendships with other 
sorority members after all these 
years made Papanikolaou feel 
hopeful about finding her place 
among Greek life on campus.  

During the recruitment pro-
cess, potential new members 
visit various houses and speak 
to active members to get a sense 
of what each sorority values 
and determine whether those 
values align with theirs. As the 
four-day process goes on, po-
tential new members narrow 
down their choices and visit 
fewer houses, one of which they 
eventually (potentially) join. “I 
loved the recruitment process,” 
Papanikolaou said, “I got to 
meet so many people even out-
side of the sorority I eventually 
joined, so I felt like it connect-
ed me to the campus.” 

Papanikolaou became a mem-
ber of the Alpha Phi sorority 
during her first semester at the 
University of Connecticut and 
now serves as the chapter’s Pan-
hellenic Delegate.  

Every August, social media 
is taken over by people going 
through the recruitment pro-
cess within the infamous Uni-
versity of Alabama’s Greek life. 
Two different camps arise dur-
ing this time of year: those who 
love it and those who hate it. 
TikTok creators such as Univer-
sity of Alabama student Kylan 
Darnell make Greek life seem 
like the ideal path to pursue in 
college, while other creators 
such as Eli Rallo question the 
integrity of “sisterhood.”  

“For me, [Greek life] has been 
such a positive aspect of my 
college experience so far, so it 
makes me sad that other people 
are influenced by what social 
media says,” Papanikolaou 
shared. She explained how the 
negative perspective on Greek 
life that social media can por-
tray discourages people from 
rushing and doesn’t allow 
them to potentially have the 
same positive experience that 
she did. “It does make me sad 
because I want other people 
to feel that way. I want peo-
ple to find a community, find 
people that support them and 
just have a good college experi-
ence,” she said.  

Papanikolaou recognized that 
some social media representa-
tions of Greek life in different 
parts of the country make it 
out to be very exclusive. When 
asked about what initiatives 
the UConn Panhellenic Council 

takes to combat this negativity, 
she shared that it focuses on em-
phasizing their aim for inclusiv-
ity. One of the ways they do this 
is through their Greek Expo, an 
event which anyone can attend 
and speak to representatives 
from any of the organizations. 
She also made the point that 
the rush experience at UConn 
is highly different than at SEC 
schools and how it’s depicted on 
social media.   

“I think that the Panhellenic 
Council does a really good job 
at showing how Greek life here 
is a lot more unified and inte-
grated than perhaps at other 
schools,” she said. One of the 
ways it does this is by holding 
events for all the Greek life or-
ganizations to attend, such as 
Carniville.  

Papanikolaou advises those 
who may not have had the best 
rush experience in the past to 
not feel discouraged. “You can 
go through recruitment mul-
tiple times,” she said. “I will 
say Greek life is a great way to 
meet people, but there are also 
so many other ways to do that; 
there are so many clubs.” She 
shared how she attributes a lot 
of her positive college experi-
ence not only to being involved 
in Greek life but also to her 
involvement in other activi-
ties such as the UConn Dance 
Company, or to simply just 
meeting people from her dorm 
floor.  

That’s all for this week’s 
Conversations with Karla! See 
you next week when we’ll  be 
discussing the difference be-
tween the male and female ex-
perience on social media. 

LOGO BY VAN NGUYEN, ARTIST EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Kevin James
 is still going strong as the 

world gets weaker 
by James Fitzpatrick 
STAFF WRITER 
HE/HIM/HIS
james.fitzpatrick@uconn.edu 

rating: 3.5/5

Doug Heffernan and Paul 
Blart are two well-known char-
acters played by comedian Kev-
in James. His new comedy spe-
cial “Irregardless,” available on 
Prime Video, may focus more 
on the man himself and his life 
as a father, yet he maintains the 
charm that gave his old char-
acters that familiar infectious 
energy. He still has that same 
subtle smile that makes its way 
into any photograph of his, but 
besides that, his appearance 
has drastically changed within 
the last decade. He has lost a 
considerable amount of weight 
that defined clumsy characters 
such as Blart, and he is rocking 
more facial hair than Blart ever 
did. These features culminate 
into a new sense of swagger for 
James, who began his special 
by dancing for two minutes, 
including impressive bouts of 
break-dancing. 

While this all seems trivial, 
the public eye has not been on 
James since his glow-up, which 
provides a hook for people to 
check out his more recent work. 
The trailer for the special fea-
tures him proudly dancing, flip-
ping his former style of physical 
comedy on its head. Describing 
the annoying process of delet-
ing an iPhone app by shaking 
to mimic the app’s animation, 
he personifies the app to poke 
at himself: “I’m ‘Learn Spanish 
in 30 Days.’ This idiot couldn’t 
learn Spanish if he was raised 
in Guatemala for 30 years!” 
Other techniques he frequently 

uses are vocal sound effects and 
onomatopoeia. One example is 
his mockery of his former Lit-
tle League coach who used to 
smoke in front of him and his 
teammates. James aggressively 
imitates this obnoxious behav-
ior into the microphone, com-
paring the coach to a “nicotine 
oscillating fan.” 

Additionally, he targets the 
uncertain language that per-
vades our modern English ver-
nacular and the ways this is 
exploited to make bold claims 
under the guise of not saying 
something as fact. He calls out 
General Mills for marketing 
Cheerios as having the poten-
tial to lower cholesterol, be-
cause claiming that a cereal “can 
help lower cholesterol” sounds 
speculative and shady. Finally, 
James is a master of using dead 
air for a comedic effect. He men-
tions at the end of the special 
how there are always thoughts 
floating about in his head, but 
he does not always voice them 
as his wife does. Keeping this in 
mind, whenever he is describing 
an awkward moment in a social 
situation, James makes it all too 
real when he stops and stares at 
the crowd to simulate the ener-
gy. In these scenarios, the audi-
ence cannot help but laugh. 

Writing, directing and pro-
ducing this special on his own 
allows space for the topics that 
James cares about most, such as 
his family. James spends time 
talking about his troublesome 
son, who one day dismissed 
his father’s requests to gather 
his friends so they could set up 
and play a football game with a 
mere “I’m good.” This phrase is 

later repeated from James’ own 
perspective when he describes 
the hypothetical situation of his 
father handing him the “knowl-
edge baton” of previous gen-
erations, not only showing the 
lineage of laziness within his 
family, but also how James has 
rejected something his own fa-
ther finds personally important. 

Following this pessimistic 
introduction of his son, James 
mentions that all of his children 
had previously been addicted 
to video games. He noticed the 
lack of interaction and sunlight 
his kids got as a result, so he 
suddenly took the gaming de-
vices away. The girls rebound-
ed without a hitch, but his son 
displayed withdrawal symp-
toms after a few days. Whether 
this was exaggerated is up to 
interpretation, but I disagree 
with James and his actions 
here. I sympathize with his 
son, but thankfully, James was 
convinced to buy a Meta Quest 
virtual reality headset for his 
son, who proceeded to play 
Job Simulator to his father’s 
discontent. Despite all this, he 
made a hilarious comparison 
between his remissive son and 
someone asking for money on 
the street. As he backs away, 
he exclaims: “Okay, God bless 
you, sir. God bless you. Have 
a good day.” James may har-
bor outdated beliefs about the 
adverse effects of video games 
and technology, but he has a 
knack for bringing contentious 
issues down to size. 

Relatable as ever, James is a 
well-meaning family man who 
can connect us all through 
comedy.  

IMAGE COURTESY OF IMDB
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How many snow 
days will UConn 
have this semester? CARTOON BY SARAH CHANTRES, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Roundtable:

Students walk through the snow-covered campus at night on Jan. 23, 2024. Frequent storms over the span of a week has left Storrs frozen 
over for a considerable amount of time.   PHOTO BY SKYLER KIM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

When the first day of the semester is cut short by a cancellation due to snow and ice, 
you know the semester is going to be dotted by lots of days stuck inside. But how many 
more days like this can we expect going forward? How much will we need to prepare for 
long periods of dorm seclusion? In this roundtable, the Life section seeks to do the work of 
weather researchers and meteorologists. Let’s see what they have to say.

I have never had a less satisfying first day of school than this past Tues-
day. With the snow cancellation going into effect at 2 p.m. and my class 
scheduled at the same time, I felt so strange heading back home and doing 
nothing for the rest of the day. A first day is supposed to start you off on a 
good note, not a night spent lazing around waiting to fall asleep. 

As a consequence of that experience, I am now anti-snow day and de-
spite troublesome weather patterns, I’m firmly hoping that we have rela-
tively few this semester. I’d place the optimal number around four, prefer-
ably scattered on Mondays across the whole semester. This would give us 
a few three-day-weekends — or four-day weekends for those lucky fel-
lows who have Fridays off.  

When the four snow days inevitably come, stay safe and warm out 
there, UConn!

by Ben Lassy
LIFE EDITOR
HE/HIM/HIS
benjamin.lassy@uconn.edu

How would students possibly be able to persevere through the winter 
semester without snow days? Returning from a restorative break, the 
prospect of committing to another semester in this miserable weather is 
daunting.  

Snow days are a necessary evil, but as with anything, too many can be 
detrimental. It’s my first semester on the Storrs campus and I have yet to 
have a class canceled due to snow, as my schedule managed to dodge the 
early closing and late opening last week. Given the slush on the streets 
and sidewalks, I am questioning whether the decision-makers are trying 
to cut back on snow days this year. It would’ve been a win-win to cancel 
that first day entirely because the introduction week would’ve been ex-
tended and we wouldn’t have had to trudge across campus on a day we 
were already dreading. 

If the conditions are too poor to bike in, that’s a good sign that the ma-
jority of students shouldn’t be walking in said conditions. Therefore, how 
many snow days will we receive? It will probably be several, but how 
many should we get? Hopefully we’ll be able to count the days on one 
hand.

by James Fitzpatrick
STAFF WRITER
HE/HIM/HIS
james.fitzpatrick@uconn.edu

As a student whose sleep schedule would benefit from a surplus of 
snow days, of course I would want to guess on the higher end. Unfortu-
nately, in the past few winters, snowfall has barely surpassed an inch or 
two. Nonetheless, Storrs has already been hit with frigid temperatures 
and a couple of intense snowstorms and it’s only been a few weeks into 
the new year. Weather in the northeast is always a surprise but I predict 
that UConn will have three snow days including the one from the first day 
of classes. 

My estimate is fairly generous when taking into account the amount of 
snow days we received last spring semester. It’s hard to tell how lenient 
UConn will be when deciding if the amount of snowfall warrants a day 
off, considering we endured the snow for hours the first week until the 
administration let us go home. I think the bigger problem at hand would 
be rain turning snow into ice and causing delays or cancellations. Does 
that still count as a “snow day,” though?

by Kekoa Krautkramer
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
SHE/HER/HERS
Kekoa.krautkramer@uconn.edu

As much as I’d love to experience another day where I wake up early to 
an email saying there are no classes, I’m also realistic. I say that there will 
be no more snow days at UConn. Not just because we technically haven’t 
had a fully canceled day due to snow yet, but also because of our favor-
ite topic — global warming. I don’t see Connecticut getting more than a 
few inches of snow in the future. Sure, it’s freezing cold, but that hasn’t 
stopped the UConn administration from making us trek through the ele-
ments to get to a class that’s only 50 minutes long.  

The problem for me is that some days are below freezing, but on days 
when it’s not too cold, it starts to rain. We likely won’t see snow for a while, 
and if we do, it’ll be in very minor flurries. In the first week of classes for 
the semester, we didn’t even have a real snow day, just cancellations and 
delays that didn’t amount to much because UConn parking services de-
cided to start shoveling and salting roads when students had to go back 
to classes. 

by Desirae Sin
STAFF WRITER
SHE/HER/HERS
desire.sin@uconn.edu

It’s hard to tell how many snow days we’ll be getting this year due to the 
changing climate. In previous years, holiday blizzards, heavy wintry mix 
and March flurries have all contributed to snow days. Recently, Winter 
Storm Aspen showed that winter is still in full force. 

My official guess: 10 total snow days. But as always, countless unof-
ficial snow days tucked within the semester will see students savoring 
cozy mornings indoors, the siren song of a winter wonderland luring 
them under warm blankets (instead of going to that morning class). Only 
time — and the meteorologists — will tell what Old Man Winter throws 
at the Huskies next!

by Patrick Boots
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
patrick.boots@uconn.edu
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What wWhat wentent 
wrong 

for the DeSantis campaign
by Dan Stark  |  ASSOCIATE OPINION EDITOR  |  HE/HIM/HIS  |  daniel.stark@uconn.edu

Absolute failure 
is the only way 
to describe 
the disastrous 
p r e s i d e n t i a l 
campaign of 

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis. Af-
ter being touted as “DeFuture” 
of the Republican Party and the 
biggest threat to pry the 2024 
GOP nomination away from 
the greedy hands of Donald 
Trump, DeSantis suspended 
his campaign on Sunday, only 
two days before the critical New 
Hampshire primary, effectively 
sealing the deal for Trump to 
receive the nomination. The 
DeSantis campaign had a gold-
en opportunity to win in the 
wake of Trump’s mounting le-
gal struggles. Instead, he failed 
to even make the race competi-
tive thanks to one of the most 
disastrous presidential cam-
paigns in recent memory.  

DeSantis’ campaign was 
doomed before it even began. 
By the end of 2022, DeSantis 
was riding high after winning 
reelection by almost 20 points, 
one of the lone bright spots for 
Republicans in an otherwise 
disappointing midterm year. 
He was viewed as the next log-
ical successor to Trump in the 
hierarchy of the Republican 
Party, as he pushed a hard-
right MAGA agenda and didn’t 
have the baggage associated 
with Trump. Instead of seizing 
this momentum and starting 
his campaign early, he instead 
focused on his book, “The 
Courage to Be Free,” where 
he rambled on with his 
overplayed talking points 
about “woke elites.” He 
failed to capitalize on 
the momentum he had 
earned in 2022 by not 

declaring his 
ca mp a ig n 

u n t i l 
M a y 

IMAGE COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
FILE LOGO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

2023. If DeSantis had declared 
his candidacy earlier, he would 
likely still be in the race, at 
least through the pre-Super 
Tuesday primaries.  

When he decided to offi-
cially launch his campaign, he 
didn’t hold a traditional rally; 
instead, he opted for a virtual 
announcement over Twitter 
Spaces hosted by tech guru-
turned-wannabe political com-
mentator Elon Musk. The event 
was marred by technical diffi-
culties, as the app kept crash-
ing for users trying to join the 
event and the audio kept cut-
ting in and out. Though the 
event attracted an estimated 
161,000 listeners, the fail-
ure of the non-traditional 
launch portrayed the 
DeSantis campaign as 
incompetent and gave 
the already laughable 
DeSantis more ammuni-
tion to be mocked by his 
opponents on both the 
left and right.  

With the campaign 
starting on a strange 
note, DeSantis imme-
diately sought to attack 
Trump through a series of 
questionable ads released by 
the “DeSantis War Room” 
Twitter page in June that did 
more harm than good to the 
campaign. One of these ads 
focused on Trump and 
Anthony Fauci, 
f e a t u r -

ing a clip of Trump talking 
about how he would not fire 
Fauci, a figure that DeSantis 
has regularly attacked. How-
ever, the ad also featured AI-
generated images of Trump 
hugging Fauci, something 
that was immediately fact-
checked. Trump acolytes like 
Senator J.D. Vance and con-
spiracy theorist-turned-con-
gresswoman Marjorie Taylor 
Greene were quick to deride 
D e S a n t i s for using 
AI to 

attack their beloved insur-
rectionist savior. Later in the 
month, DeSantis released an 
ad slamming Trump for not 
being a hardliner on LGBTQ+ 
issues and contrasting that by 
promoting the “extreme” and 
“draconian” laws that Florida 
had implemented over the past 
year. The ad was attacked by 
his opponents on the left for 
being homophobic, which was 
understandable given Flori-
da’s relentless attacks on LG-
BTQ+ citizens of the state. It’s 
mind-boggling to think that his 
campaign believed that it would 
be a good idea to release ads that 
looked more like something 
produced by incels on 4Chan 
rather than political strate-
gists. The incredibly ques-
tionable decision by the De-
Santis campaign to produce 
these ads resulted in him 
being blasted by both sides 
of the political aisle. 

Over the next six months, 
DeSantis failed to establish 
himself as the heir apparent 
to Trump that he was once 
viewed as. This can largely 

be attributed to the GOP de-
bates held in the fall, where he 
consistently delivered medio-

cre performances in which he 
came off as awkward, un-

relatable and uncom-
fortable on the 

d e b a t e 

stage. Though his performanc-
es weren’t terrible, DeSantis 
didn’t do enough on the debate 
stage to gain any momentum. 
The debates also gave rise to Vi-
vek Ramaswamy, the smooth-
talking young businessman 
who became the newest GOP 
star with his Trump-esque vi-
tality and forceful debate style. 
Ramaswamy’s growing pres-
ence caused him to replace De-
Santis as the “Trump without 
the baggage” alternative, a la-
bel that DeSantis had long held 
onto, sending his campaign 
into further irrelevancy.  

After a distant second-place 
finish in the Iowa caucuses, 
a race that DeSantis desper-
ately needed to win in order to 
have a fighting chance to win 
the Republican presidential 
nomination, DeSantis bowed 
out of the presidential race 
and endorsed Trump, who has 
affectionately given DeSan-
tis various nicknames such 
as “Meatball Ron” and “Ron 
DeSanctimonious.” 2024 was 
DeSantis’ best shot to win the 
presidency and he squandered 
his chance with a campaign 
that turned him from the next 
face of the Republican Party to 
a soon-to-be-forgotten failure. 
It’s too early to rule out an-
other presidential run in 2028, 
but his remaining starpower 
will likely be gone by then. De-
Santis blew his greatest oppor-

tunity to become president 
and now must accept the 

reality that he will nev-
er hold that office in 

his lifetime thanks 
to his failure of a 

campaign that de-
serves to be stud-

ied by political 
analysts as one 
of the worst 
c a m p a i g n s 
of the 21st 
century. 

CARTOON BY SARAH CHANTRES, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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The UConn Hartford campus is home to Alexander Calder’s sculpture “Stegosaurus,” which was dedicated in 1973. The sculpture is an iconic piece located outside of 
the Wadsworth Atheneum, which is the oldest continously operating public art museum in the United States, opened in 1844. 
PHOTO BY CONNOR SHARP, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Which NBA player is most likely to/should get 
traded at the NBA trade deadline? 

Sam Mewis, a United States 
women's national soccer team 
legend who played a key role 
in their 2019 World Cup vic-
tory, retired at 31 years old 
due to a persistent knee inju-
ry. On Jan. 19, Mewis posted a 
statement on social media an-
nouncing her retirement from 
the game. She promised to 
someday talk more about her 
journey and the struggles she 
has faced throughout her ca-
reer because of the injury. In 
her post, she also announced 
that although her play-
ing days are now over, she 
will still be involved in the 
game. Mewis is set to join the 
Men in Blazers Media Net-
work to head their women’s 
soccer coverage. The pod-
cast, dubbed “The Women’s 

With the NBA fast approaching the midway point of the 
season, that also means that the league’s trade deadline 
is creeping up closer. As contending teams look to grow 
stronger by adding more pieces to their lineups and re-

building teams look to unload valuable players, this is one 
of the best times to be an NBA fan. With that being said, 

which player remains the most likely to arrive on another 
roster? With plenty of options to choose from, our team 

of writers will look to answer that question in this week’s 
edition of The Daily Campus sports roundtable. 

Malcolm Brogdon 

Since my previous selec-
tion, Terry Rozier, somehow 
got moved before this article’s 
publication, I’ll go with an-
other guard on the other side 
of the country. Since being 
selected as the NBA’s Rookie 
of the Year in 2017, Malcolm 
Brogdon has bounced around 
several different teams 
throughout the league, but 
don’t let that distract you 
from the fact that the former 
second-round pick is a buck-
et-getter. This season with 
the Portland Trail Blazers, 
he’s accumulated 15.5 points 
per game, while shooting an 
efficient 42% from beyond the 
arc. Along with his scoring, 
he’s still a great passer with 
about five dimes per contest. 
In the middle of a rebuild, 
Brogdon could likely be dealt 
at age 31, but he still provides 
a ton of value that many NBA 
contenders could use. If a 
franchise is willing to part 
with some draft capital that 
Portland is desperately seek-
ing in an attempt to rebuild 
for the future, they could 
very well grab an underrated 
talent in the league. 

by Evan Rodriguez
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
HE/HIM/HIS
evanrodriguez@uconn.edu

by Sean Ahern
STAFF WRITER
HE/HIM/HIS
sean.ahern@uconn.edu

D’Angelo Russell 
 
As the NBA trade deadline ap-

proaches, rumors and discussions 
pick up about what teams need to 
make a deep playoff run. If there 
is one thing for certain, the Lebron 
James-led Lakers are no stranger to 
midseason acquisitions. The most 
obvious piece that is likely to be 
moved is D’Angelo Russell. Rus-
sell has had a weird second tenure 
with the Lakers thus far, playing 
minutes as a starter and even be-
ing benched as the team looked to 
improve their record, but in his last 
five games as a starter, Russell av-
erages 27.2 points and 6.4 assists 
on great efficiency. With Russell’s 
contract and age, he can be pack-
aged in a deal that could end up 
getting the Lakers that desired 
third option, more specifically the 
Atlanta Hawks’ Dejounte Mur-
ray. The Lakers sit in ninth place 
in the Western Conference at 22-
22 and need to make a big splash if 

they wish to contend 
for a championship. 
Russell may be the 
key to making that 
dream a reality. 

DeMar DeRozan 

While the Orlando Magic 
rank fourth in the NBA with a 
112.2 defensive rating, they sit 
25th in points per game with 
111.4. Having the third-most 
wins of any team in the bottom 
10 in scoring is not going to get 
Orlando as far as they may want 
to go in the NBA Playoffs. Add-
ing DeMar DeRozan from the 
Chicago Bulls will address the 
Magic’s scoring struggles while 
providing a veteran leader to 
their up-and-coming young 
core. The former USC Trojan 
is in the final season of a three-
year contract, and with Chi-
cago’s long-term future highly 
uncertain, a change of scenery 
may be necessary for the soon-
to-be free agent. Averaging 21.9 
points per game, DeRozan’s 
scoring prowess and clutch 
gene could be the difference 
between Orlando winning and 
losing several games as they 
make a push for the playoffs. It 
may mean the Magic will have 
to trade away core pieces such 
as guard Cole Anthony on top 
of draft capital, but acquiring 
the six-time All-Star will bene-
fit them and their offense when 
the playoffs come around. 

 

by Cole Stefan
SENIOR COLUMNIST
HE/HIM/HIS
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

by Connor Sargeant
STAFF WRITER
HE/HIM/HIS
connor.sargeant@uconn.edu

Dejounte Murray 

Being an Atlanta Hawks fan in 
2024 is not for the faint of heart. 
As the team holds an 18-25 record 
within a loaded Eastern Confer-
ence, it’s clear that something 
needs to change. However, they are 
in an excellent position to compete 
in the near future. With teams like 
the Lakers and Knicks filled to the 
brim with draft picks and young 
talent, it makes all too much sense 
to trade Dejounte Murray. The 
Hawks need to build around Trae 
Young, which involves fixing their 
atrocious defensive effort despite 
their status as one of the highest-
scoring offenses in the Association. 
Murray is in the midst of another 
excellent season, averaging 21.4 
points per game on 47% shooting. 
The 27-year-old is also an oversized 
point guard at 6-foot-5 and can 
hit the three-ball, meaning likely 
suitors can scheme him in differ-
ent ways. Even if Atlanta makes 
the playoffs, they cannot compete 
with the likes of the Bucks or 76ers. 
They need to reload. Don’t be sur-
prised to see Murray on the move 
in the coming days. 

by Stratton Stave
SPORTS EDITOR
HE/HIM/HIS
stratton@uconn.edu

Lauri Markkanen  

Though the Utah Jazz recently 
enjoyed a six-game win streak 
that put them above .500, they 
don’t have a team that is in posi-
tion to contend. They followed 
the streak with losses to the 
Oklahoma City Thunder and 
lowly Houston Rockets, which 
doesn’t bode well for their long-
term ability to succeed, and they 
don’t appear to be in position 
to do so next year either. Mark-
kanen, still with a year and a half 
left on his contract, would be an 
attractive addition for a team 
that is looking to make a run at 
a championship. Fresh off his 
first NBA All-Star appearance, 
the forward’s stats are nearly 
identical this year. The time he 
has left on his contract would al-
low the Jazz to get a nice return 
on Markkanen that would help 
them build a future around Col-
lin Sexton and Walker Kessler.  

(Left) Lauri Markkanen goes for a layup to score for 
the Utah Jazz in the Delta Center. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF @LAURIMARKKANEN/INSTAGRAM
LOGO BY HALEIGH SCHMIDT, ASSOCIATE ARTIST EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

USWNT Legend Sam Mewis retires at 31 
as a result of a long-term knee injury
by Francesca Rameau | CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT | SHE/HER/HERS | francesca.rameau@uconn.edu

Game,” will follow American, 
European and international 
women’s soccer. 

Nicknamed the “Tower of 
Power” for her 6-foot frame 
that made her the tallest play-
er in USWNT history, Mewis 
started her soccer career at a 
young age along with her old-
er sister Kristen. They both 
played for various youth clubs 
including the Scorpions Soccer 
Club, as well as the U-17 and 
U-20 U.S. national teams. In 
high school, Mewis played for 
her school’s squad, where she 
recorded 77 goals and 34 as-
sists on top of winning multiple 
awards. She was named the 
Gatorade Massachusetts Girls 
Soccer Player of the Year twice 
and won the ESPN RISE All-
American award. In college, 

she played soccer for the UCLA 
Bruins, where she was named 
to the Pac-12 All-Freshman 
Team in her first year. She led 
the Bruins to their first NCAA 
Championship as well as the 
Pac-12 Championship during 
her junior year. 

Her professional club career 
started in 2013 when she played 
for the Pali Blue of the W-League, 
with whom she won the western 
conference title in 2014. In 2015, 
she was selected fourth overall by 
the Western New York Flash in the 
National Women’s Soccer League 
entry draft. In 2017, the Flash was 
sold to new ownership, moved to 
North Carolina and rebranded as 
the North Carolina Courage, and 
Mewis continued playing for them 
until 2020. She also briefly played 
for Manchester City FC during 

the 2020-2021 season. In 2021, she 
rejoined the Courage, only to be 
traded to the Kansas City Current 
in November 2021 in exchange for 
another player and the No. 3 over-
all pick in the 2022 NWSL draft. 
Mewis only played two games for 
the Current during the March 2022 
Challenge Cup after recovering 
from the arthroscopic surgery she 
had following the 2021 Olympics 
and was not able to play the rest of 
the season. In January 2023, she 
had a second knee surgery where 
cartilage donor grafts had to be 
placed in her knee. This caused 
her to miss the entire 2023 NWSL 
season and eventually marked 
the end of her career.  

Mewis’ career with the US-
WNT started in 2014 when she 
was named on the roster for 
friendlies against Canada and 

Russia after previously playing 
for the U-17 and U-20 teams. Her 
official debut came in a 1-0 loss 
against Sweden in the 2014 Al-
garve Cup. In 2015, she was on the 
Women’s World Cup squad and 
was named an alternate on the 2016 
Olympics roster, even after helping 
the U.S. win the SheBelieves Cup 
earlier that year. In 2017, Mewis 
gained more consistency with the 
team as one of three players who ap-
peared in all the U.S. games that 
year. Since then, she has been a 
consistent member of the team, 
except for when she missed a 
few months in 2018 because of a 
knee injury. Throughout her ca-
reer with the Stars and Stripes, 
she made 83 appearances, total-
ing 24 goals and 10 assists. 

STORY CONTINUED, p.11

PHOTOS COURTESY OF @SAMMYMEWYY/INSTAGRAM
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Photo of the Day  |  A helping hand

UConn Women’s basketball returns to a sold-out Gampel Pavilion on Saturday, Jan. 20, 2024, taking the win against Big East opponent DePaul. This win sets the Hus-
kies at a 12 game win streak and an 8-0 standing vs Big East teams this season.

PHOTO BY ZACHARY MOLLER, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

FROM ZERO TO HERO

by Avery Becker
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
SHE/HER/HERS
avery.becker@uconn.edu

by Bridget Bronsdon
STAFF WRITER
SHE/HER/HERS
bridget.bronsdon@uconn.edu
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Some major NFL players 
weren’t always the hotshots 
they are now, but somewhere 
along the way, stars were born. 
As the postseason is winding 
down, it’s key to recognize the 
starting grounds for some of to-
day’s most talked about players 
and their lesser-known history.  

Whether they were over-
looked as a youngster or re-
ceived a lack of offers from 
college athletic programs in 
high school, these players all 
had to start somewhere. Some 
had to email coaches to try to 
gain recognition, and others 
had to climb the steep ladder 
to success. In Buffalo Bills 
quarterback Josh Allen’s case, 
he had to go the extra mile 
just to get a shot at going pro. 
Luckily, one coach was will-
ing to take a chance on him.  

Although Allen’s 2023 sea-
son ended just a few days ago in 
a nail-biting loss to the Kansas 
City Chiefs, his six seasons in 
the NFL have been a major top-
ic of conversation, but he wasn’t 
always making headlines.  

Coming out of high school, 
Allen’s football future seemed 
bleak. Despite amassing over 
5,000 passing yards in his 
high school career, he didn’t 

have any scholarship offers 
from any NCAA Division I 
programs. Even though he re-
ceived an offer to walk on from 
San Diego State, playing time 
wasn’t promised.  

With no promising oppor-
tunities and the odds stacked 
against him, Allen attended 
Reedley Junior College in Cali-
fornia. Just one year in, Allen 
made the most important deci-
sion of his career. He sent out 
over 1,000 emails to college 
coaches asking for a chance and 
included a link to a highlight 
video showcasing his skills.   

This course of action 
proved to be life-changing, 
leading Allen to receive one 
singular offer from the Uni-
versity of Wyoming.  

In his three years as a Wyo-
ming Cowboy, Allen appeared 
in 27 games and led the team to 
a record of 8-5 his junior year 
and to 8-3 as a senior. With 
over 5,000 passing yards to his 
name and the record for the 
highest single-season passing 
efficiency at Wyoming, Allen’s 
professional future was slowly 
changing its course.  

Since Allen was selected sev-
enth overall by the Bills in the 2018 
NFL Draft, the rest has been his-
tory. In the 11 starts he made dur-
ing his rookie year, Allen made 
quick work and set five franchise 
records for passing and rushing.  

While it may be easy to get 
wrapped up in the highs and 
lows of his professional ca-
reer, Allen’s high school and 
collegiate journies have prov-
en to be the most inspiring. 
Despite being an underdog, 
Allen changed the narrative 
and took himself from the 
bottom to the top.   

Another one of the NFL’s 
household names, Aaron 
Rodgers, didn’t always hold 
the gaze of millions.  

The cards appeared to stack 
against Rodgers as he came 
from a small town in Cali-
fornia with little recognition 
from major programs. His 
collegiate football career be-
gan at Butte Community Col-
lege where he quickly made a 
name for himself at the quar-
terback position.  

Rodgers stepped on the gas 
the minute he stepped on the 
field as he threw 28 touch-
downs and reigned in a 10-1 
record during his first season. 
In no time, he began to attract 
more notable attention.   

After just one season at Butte, 
he earned a scholarship to play 
at the University of California, 
Berkeley. By his fifth game at 
Cal, Rodgers claimed the start-
ing position where he led the 
team to a 7-3 season record.  

In 2004, Rodgers grew to be 
one of the top quarterbacks in 
college football, leading the Gold-
en Bears to 10-1 with 24 touch-
downs and over 2,500 passing 
yards. Before long, he declared 
for the NFL Draft where he was 
chosen in the first round by the 
Green Bay Packers.  

Although Rodgers had some-
what of a straighter path to suc-
cess than Allen, his road to the 
big league started small and is 
now larger than imagined.  

Rodgers remains highly 
accredited in his success. He 
has been named to 10 Pro 
Bowls, received four regular 
season NFL MVP awards and 
is the all-time career leader in 
passer rating.  

A few of the other notewor-
thy players who had dysfunc-
tional journies to success-
ful NFL careers are Antonio 
Brown, DeMarcus Lawrence 
and Matt Paradis.  

With millions of high school 
football players in the country, 
receiving a collegiate scholar-
ship is a rarity, so rare that just 
3% of hopeful applicants will 
receive a Division I scholar-
ship. Although Allen, Rodg-
ers and several others weren’t 
part of that 3% at the start, they 
made the impossible possible.  

Now, as they earn pay-
checks larger than most, 
dominate headlines and make 
football history, their career 
milestones truly represent 
the light at the end of the tun-
nel. Although they were all 
required to go the extra mile 
for a chance, the cards they 
were dealt eventually turned 
out in their favor. With some 
serious grit and go-getter 
mentalities, the fight to the 
top was well worth it for this 
group as they brought them-
selves from zero to hero.  

 

With millions of high 
school football players in 
the country, receiving a 
collegiate scholarship is 

a rarity, so rare that just 
3% of hopeful applicants 
will receive a Division I 

scholarship. 

THE PUCK DROP:
big next 

few weeks 
for college 

hockey

For those who have attended a 
college hockey game, you know 
that the atmosphere is unlike 
the NFL. You have the pep band 
playing the school's fight song 
and the students heckling the 
opposing team's goalie.  

It’s an experience like no other.  
For college hockey fans based in 

New England, the next few weeks 
are the most thrilling part of the 
season aside from the playoffs.  

This is because of the CT Ice 
tournament, a series of contests 
that features the men’s hockey 
teams from UConn, Yale, Quinni-
piac and Sacred Heart, which com-
mences this Friday afternoon.  

Additionally, the annual 
Beanpot tournament, consist-
ing of the men’s hockey teams 
from Boston College, Bos-
ton University, Harvard and 
Northeastern, begins next 
Monday evening at TD Garden.  

After years of planning, CT Ice 
was finally established as a tour-
nament in 2020. Unfortunately, 
the 2021 tournament was canceled 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. In 
its early season, it took place ex-
clusively in Bridgeport, Connecti-
cut at the Total Mortgage Arena. 
Then, in 2023, it was decided 
they would rotate from the four 
teams’ competing home arenas. 
Last year, Quinnipiac hosted the 
tournament at M&T Bank Arena. 
This year, UConn will host it at 
the XL Center in Hartford.  

The Quinnipiac Bobcats are 
the reigning 2023 CT Ice Cham-
pions and National Champions. 
Led by captain Jayden Lee, the 
Bobcats are currently ranked No. 
7 in the nation and are the only 
team competing in CT Ice with 
a top-20 ranking. With leading 
goal scorers Collin Graf and Sam 
Lipkin at the forefront, they are 
the favorites to win the title for 
the third year in a row.  

You can’t write off the other Con-
necticut foes that Quinnipiac will 
be playing against, though. The 
UConn men’s hockey team is hop-
ing to win the title this year after 
being the runner-up to Quinnipiac 
in the past two years. They haven’t 
had as great of a year as they were 
hoping for so far, but with goalten-

der Arsenii Sergeev recently earn-
ing Hockey East Goaltender of the 
Week two weeks in a row, their fu-
ture looks bright.  

The tournament will begin this 
Friday, Jan. 26. The preliminary 
round will begin with UConn fac-
ing the Sacred Heart Pioneers at 4 
p.m., and for a rivalry game, Quin-
nipiac will face Yale at 7 p.m.  

On Saturday, Jan. 27, the teams 
who lost the preliminary rounds 
will face off in a third-place game 
beginning at 3:30 p.m. The 
championship game will begin 
at 7 p.m., one hour after the end 
of the third-place game.  

If fans aren’t able to make it to 
Hartford this weekend, all games 
will be available to watch on SNY.  

Meanwhile, the annual Beanpot 
is celebrating its 72nd anniversary 
this year. Both Boston College and 
Boston University remain two of 
the top programs in the tourna-
ment with rankings of first and 
second in the nation, respectively.  

Both teams boast deep histories, 
as various players who have made 
their mark with the schools have 
made it professionally as well. Bos-
ton College has a star-studded ros-
ter this year with notable players 
such as Ryan Leonard, Will Smith 
and Gabe Perreault. Each were 
first-round draft picks in the 2023 
NHL Draft and played together 
in the U.S. National Development 
program. This makes them the 
favorites to take the Beanpot title 
home to Chestnut Hill. However, 
the Boston University Terriers, led 
by former Hockey East Rookie of 
the Year Lane Hutson, have also 
been a powerhouse this year.  

The showdown between these 
four teams will begin on Feb. 
5 at TD Garden with Harvard 
and Northeastern facing off at 5 
p.m., while the puck will drop 
between Boston University and 
Boston College at 8 p.m.  

On Feb. 12, the losers of the 
first two games will face each 
other at 4:30 p.m., while the 
winners will face each other at 
7:30 p.m. at TD Garden.   

If you can’t make it to Bos-
ton, both of these games can 
be viewed on NESN.  

All in all, it’s going to be an excit-
ing next few weeks for New Eng-
land college hockey, giving us a pre-
view of what's to come in the next 
half of the season and the playoffs.  
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Which young NFL 
quarterback will have 

the best career?

UConn seniors start 
‘Husky Pound’ in 
hopes of improving 

student section 
by Sam Calhoun
STAFF WRITER
HE/HIM/HIS
samuel.calhoun@uconn.edu

by Evan Rodriguez | ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR | HE/HIM/HIS | evanrodriguez@uconn.edu

and Gavin Friedman | CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT | HE/HIM/HIS | gavin.friedman@uconn.edu
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Gavin
While both of these players have the talent to be successful in the NFL, I believe that 

Brock Purdy has a brighter future in San Francisco. Despite being the last pick in the 
2022 NFL Draft, he has proven that he can be a top quarterback in this league. During 
the regular season, Purdy led the NFL in yards per attempt (9.6) and quarterback rating 
(72.8). He also finished third in touchdown passes (31) and second in completion per-
centage among full-year starters (69.4%). Purdy was one of the best quarterbacks this 
season and he has been considered a potential league MVP candidate for parts of the 
season. Purdy is surrounded by tons of other talented players including Christian Mc-
Caffrey, Deebo Samuel, George Kittle, Nick Bosa and Fred Warner. The talented players 
on offense will give Purdy more confidence when making passes to receivers. Further-
more, the efficient defense will keep San Francisco in games which will create less pres-
sure for Purdy to force the ball downfield. Additionally, Purdy is part of an offense run 
by 49ers head coach Kyle Shanahan, who is widely regarded as one of the best offensive 
play-callers in the NFL. All of these factors will set Purdy up for even more success in 
the future as Shanahan will continue to utilize both Purdy’s strengths and those of the 
offense surrounding him. 

Evan 
I agree that Brock Purdy has proved himself on the field, but even with the impres-

sive statistics that the former Iowa State quarterback has displayed as a member of the 
Niners, I feel that you still have to go with C.J. Stroud. First and foremost, while Purdy 
clearly has the better team around him in San Francisco at the moment, Houston has 
certainly shown that they’re not about to let teams pass them over. They brought in a 
new head coach with DeMeco Ryans and notably added more firepower on both sides of 
the field. A lot of the pieces that they brought in to help Stroud out on the offensive side 
of the ball, including Dalton Schultz and Tank Dell, were huge weapons that he utilized 
very well. In the future, they’re going to continue to bring in even more talent, and con-
sidering that Stroud just took this Texans team to a 10-7 record, you better believe that it 
means that better things are on the horizon. Additionally, Stroud has already shown the 
ability to help his teammates excel on the field, and you don’t have to look further than 
Nico Collins to prove that point. The former Michigan prospect caught 80 receptions for 
1,297 yards this season after failing to break the 500-yard plateau in previous seasons. If 
you combine my previous point with that fact, I don’t think it’s a shock that many NFL 
fans are on the Stroud hype train. 

Gavin: I certainly see the appeal for Stroud, but it’s hard for me to look past what 
Purdy has done so far in his early career. Being Mr. Irrelevant in the draft has given 
Purdy plenty of skepticism, especially since at the beginning of the season, he was try-
ing to become a viable starting quarterback for a San Francisco team that was ready to 
compete for a Super Bowl. Despite the immense pressure that he faced, I believe that 
Purdy has been able to silence his critics and has proven that he can perform at a very 
high level in the NFL. Purdy has been a big reason as to why the Niners have made it to 
the NFC Championship game where they are currently seven-point favorites to defeat 
the Detroit Lions this Sunday. Additionally, there are areas of Purdy’s game that he is 
looking to improve upon in the future. According to an ESPN article, Purdy is looking 
to improve on his throwing power, something he was criticized for when he was drafted 
in 2022. He is also looking to improve his pocket presence so he can make better passing 
decisions. I’m sure most young players in this league, including Purdy and Stroud, will 
look to make improvements to their game, but if Purdy is able to make these adjustments 
in future seasons he will be able to distinguish himself as an elite quarterback in this 
league. When you add the talented roster and coaching staff that the 49ers already have 
in place, I feel Purdy has everything he needs in order to be successful in the NFL. 

Evan: I won’t argue that Purdy will be a very successful quarterback in the league as 
long as he’s a 49er, but that brings me to my next point, which is the personnel in San 
Francisco. When the young quarterback entered the starting role, he was added to a 
lineup that consisted of several viable offensive weapons, including Samuel, McCaffrey 
and Brandon Aiyuk among others. He may have made the team better from there as he 
went undefeated as the starter. However, you could easily argue that the work of Sha-
nahan and the players around Purdy played a larger role than the 2023 Pro Bowler did 
himself. In his rookie season, Stroud turned a team that was deemed one of the worst 
rosters in the entire league into a playoff team that dismantled a hot Cleveland Browns 
roster. He did this without a single superstar around him and in my mind, this is just the 
beginning for Stroud and company. The Texans’ front office will find a way to add even 
more firepower to both sides of the field and the former No. 2 overall selection will con-
tinue to get even better with his relentless work ethic. Eventually, I can see them being 
one of the most feared teams in the league with the former Ohio State quarterback under 
center and bringing back hope to a city that has suffered for far too long. 

D
uring the 2023 NFL season, we’ve seen breakout performances from several 
young quarterbacks, and some of them look like they could be potential stars 
in this league for years to come. In their first full season as starters, three 
young quarterbacks ( Jordan Love, Brock Purdy and C.J. Stroud) were able 
to impress their team and lead them to the playoffs. Purdy has continued to 
show that he is capable of producing at a high level despite being the last pick 

in the 2022 NFL Draft selected by the San Francisco 49ers. He helped his team earn the No. 1 
seed in the NFC and now has his sights set on winning the NFC Championship game against 
the Detroit Lions. Stroud has rejuvenated the Houston Texans by leading them to an AFC 
South championship and is likely the favorite to win Offensive Rookie of the Year. With these 
impressive seasons in mind, Campus Correspondent Gavin Friedman and Associate Sports 
Editor Evan Rodriguez debate who will have the better career. 

USWNT Legend Sam Mewis retires at 31 as 
a result of a long-term knee injury
CONTINUED from p.9

During her career, Mewis 
also won multiple individ-
ual awards in addition to 
team trophies. From 2017 to 
2019 with the North Caro-
lina Courage, she won three 
consecutive NWSL Shields, 
a title won by the team that 
finishes at the top of the 
NWSL at the end of the reg-
ular season-equivalent to 
the Commissioner’s Cup, 
and two consecutive NWSL 
Championships. With Man-
chester City FC, she won the 
delayed 2019–2020 Women’s 
FA Cup, scoring goals both in 

the semifinal against Arsenal 
and in the final against Ever-
ton. Internationally, Mewis 
won the 2019 FIFA Women’s 
World Cup, the 2018 CONCA-
CAF Women’s Championship, 
the 2016 and 2020 CONCACAF 
Women’s Olympic Qualifying 
Tournament, the 2016 and 2020 
SheBelieves Cups, the 2018 
Tournament of Nations and an 
Olympic bronze medal in 2020. 
That same year, Mewis was 
voted U.S. Soccer Female Play-
er of the Year and in 2017 she 
was named to the NWSL Best 
XI. After the 2020-2021 season, 
she was nominated to the FA 
WSL PFA Team of the Year. 

Growing up as a UConn men’s 
basketball fan, there were many 
electric moments, whether at Gam-
pel Pavilion or the XL Center, that 
I remember watching. There was 
the whiteout in 2010, when the 
unranked Huskies upset then-No. 
1 Texas. ESPN analyst Dick Vitale 
coined the now trademarked “Bas-
ketball Capital of the World” in 1995 
when Connecticut took down their 
rival Syracuse, and that was before 
either program took home any na-
tional championships. Those who 
were around for the 1989-1990 
“Dream Season” know how elec-
tric the Hartford Civic Center (now 
XL Center) was when the Huskies 
took down rivals Georgetown and 
Syracuse in back-to-back games.  

There have been a lot of those 
moments over the years of the his-
toric program, no matter where 
the game was played. However, 
UConn graduates feel that the stu-
dent section has lost the spark that 
shined in the old Big East days. 

Nate Herman, a senior major-
ing in sports management and a 
student manager for the UConn 
men’s basketball team, started the 
“Husky Pound” alongside Casey 
Ruff, a senior majoring in math-
ematics and brother of head stu-
dent manager Tyler Ruff. 

“We just wanted to re-energize 
the Gampel environment and 
student section,” Herman ex-
plained. “We have tailgates and 
now events and giveaways." 

The co-founders knew that-
they needed to start small in 
order for them to grow. 

“We started it about two 
weeks ago,” Ruff said. “Our soft 
launch was at the DePaul game. 
We knew it wasn’t going to be a 
good show out because of winter 
break and everything, but we 
wanted to see how it would do.” 

Starting as just a basketball hoop 
and with no more than 20 people in 
line for the Jan. 2 game against the 
Blue Demons when doors opened, 
the Husky Pound grew dramati-
cally for last Wednesday’s top-25 
matchup against Creighton. In 
sub-freezing temperatures 11 hours 
before tipoff, Herman and Ruff cre-
ated a schedule for a day-long tail-
gate to keep people engaged while 
suffering through the cold. 

“The whole point of tailgat-
ing is to have fun, right?” Ruff 
argues. “And the best way to 
bring people in is to have fun. 
Free merchandise? Fun. Free 
doughnuts? Fun. People are go-
ing to want to do this often and 
we can’t do this if we don’t get the 
support. So the more support we 
get, the more that we can do this 
over and over again.” 

To the vocal UConn alumni 
who have criticized the student 
section for not being what it used 
to be: you’re in luck. That’s exact-
ly the goal of the Husky Pound. 

“We want to have a little bit 
of a tradition going,” Ruff said. 
“We want to bring back the old 
chants. If there are alumni who 
want to hear that, tell us because 
we probably haven’t seen all the 
old chants and everything. We 
would love to hear feedback.” 

It’s no secret that basketball pow-
erhouses such as Kansas, Duke 
and Kentucky all have incredible 
homecourt advantages thanks to 
their rowdy and engaged students. 
Now that UConn is considered a 
blue blood program by many, it 
seems reasonable that every game 
needs to bring Gampel Pavilion 
and XL Center to the levels that Al-
len Fieldhouse (Kansas), Cameron 
Indoor Stadium (Duke) and Rupp 
Arena (Kentucky) are at every sin-
gle game, no matter the opponent. 

So, outside of getting feed-
back from the alumni and 
starting day-long tailgates, how 
exactly is the Husky Pound im-
proving the student section? 

“Just everyone being in sync,” 
Herman noted. “Whether it’s 
chanting during free throws, 
doing certain distractions all in 
sync, making sure all students 
are on the same page and making 
it as loud and hard to play as pos-
sible for our opponents.” 

The tailgate before the Creigh-
ton game last week was a hit. Many 
people stopped by the north en-
trance of Gampel Pavilion, where 
they received free food, drinks 
and merchandise throughout the 
day. The Husky Pound also gave 
away a basketball and a sign auto-
graphed by center Donovan Clin-
gan. Clingan seemed to approve of 
the Husky Pound as he appeared 
at the tailgate in the morning and 
dropped off hand warmers. 

If those perks don’t appeal to 
students, the founders argue 
that the Huskies’ ranking in 
Monday’s AP Poll should. 

“We’re number one in the nation, 
there’s no excuse now,” Ruff attest-
ed. “We are number one right now. 
Let’s show them we just won [the 
national championship] last year 
and let’s show our Husky pride.” 

To help the program grow in 
prominence, both founders em-
phasized the importance of fol-
lowing the Husky Pound on In-
stagram and X (formerly known 
as Twitter). Without social me-
dia, getting the word out to stu-
dents is nearly impossible. 

 Thanks in part to the great 
environment the Husky Pound 
provided during last week’s 
game against Creighton, the 
Huskies won 62-48. It also didn’t 
hurt that it was $2 beer night. 

The defending national champi-
ons will be in Hartford on Sunday 
to host Xavier with a chance to 
sweep the Musketeers after being 
on the other end of the brooms last 
year. Regardless of the weather or 
anything else, Herman and Ruff 
will likely be standing in the front 
row of the student section, ready 
to lead them to what could be the 
team’s eighth-straight victory. 

“We just wanted to re-
energize the Gampel 
enviroment and 
student section [...] We 
have tailgates and now 
events and giveaways.”

NATE HERMAN

SENIOR SPORTS MANAGEMENT MAJOR

“We’re number one in the 
nation, there’s no excuse 

now [...] Let’s show them 
we just won [the national 

championship] last year and 
let’s show our Husky pride.”

CASEY RUFF
SENIOR MATH MAJOR
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Tyler Morrissey
@TylerRMorrissey

Hearing the tape to tape passes from the #UConn students 
playing pond hockey outside of my office window makes 
me so happy. Some of my favorite memories as an under-
grad were playing pond hockey for hours outside the Chem. 
building.
Little Red
@hblethh_
Gampel might not be the best venue but, we are certainly 
capable of creating an insane home court environment. 
I borderline foam out of the mouth at UConn games, if you 
don’t bring that kind of energy stay home because, I’ll just 
end up pissing you off

@uconnhuskies 	
Championships run deep here 🏆
@UConnWBB & @UConnMBB run will celebrate 
anniversaries and induct Huskies of Honor this 
weekend!
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Women’s Basketball
Saturday  |  8:00 p.m.

by Cole Stefan
SENIOR COLUMNIST
HE/HIM/HIS
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

WOMEN’S 
BASKETBALL

No. 8 Huskies break away 
from Marquette behind 
second-quarter run

UConn women’s 
basketball returns 

to a sold-out Gampel 
Pavilion on Saturday, 

Jan. 20, 2024, tak-
ing the win against 
Big East opponent 

DePaul. This win sets 
the Huskies on a 12 

game win streak and 
an 8-0 standing vs. 
Big East teams this 

season.

PHOTO BY ZACHARY MOLLER, 
GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/

THE DAILY CAMPUS

Twice, senior forward Aa-
liyah Edwards got called for 
an offensive foul against the 
Marquette Golden Eagles in 
the second quarter. A third 
foul, this time on defense, 
sent Edwards to the bench 
for the remaining 4:25 of the 
first half. The No. 8 UConn 
women’s basketball team 
fell behind 29-28 on Golden 
Eagles forward Liza Karlen’s 
3-pointer 12 seconds later, but 
the foul f lipped a switch. 

Senior guard Nika Mühl 
responded on the other end 
with a triple, one of five the 
Huskies hit over the next four 
minutes. Marquette twice 
called a timeout to try and 
bring the game back to its 
competitive nature. No mat-
ter how many times they at-
tempted to do so, Connecticut 
could not miss. 

Most times in basketball, a 
dagger ices the game for the 
team leading by a slim mar-
gin. Redshirt junior guard 
Paige Bueckers delivered it 
at halftime. Senior guard Jor-
dan King drained a trey with 
six seconds left in the first 
half, but it was too much time 
for Bueckers. The redshirt 
junior hustled halfway down 
the court, releasing the ball 
from the Golden Eagles’ logo 
just before the buzzer sound-
ed. It hit nothing but net, put-
ting a stamp on the Huskies’ 
85-59 victory over Marquette 
at the Al McGuire Center in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Bueckers, who finished 
with a game-high 26 points, 
celebrated with her team-
mates afterward. Her fourth-
straight performance with 
20-plus points almost did not 
happen. The arena fell silent 
for the second time in six 
days when the redshirt ju-
nior remained on the ground 
following a collision 3:10 into 
the contest. The UConn fans 
in attendance could not even 
look as Bueckers held on to 
the back of her left knee. 

During the time she spent 
on the bench, the Golden 
Eagles went on an 8-4 run 
and grabbed a three-point 
lead. Marquette was one step 
ahead several times, but with 
the redshirt junior back on 
the court two minutes later, 
the Huskies had the ammuni-
tion they needed to go toe-to-
toe in a heavyweight bout. 

“Any team you put her on 
would be a different team,” 
head coach Geno Auriemma 

said about Bueck-
ers. “The things 
that she does im-
pact each and every 
player on our team 
in a positive way.” 

The game’s 
physicality contin-
ued with no end in 
sight. Players en-
tered foul trouble, 
both teams ex-
changed the lead 
like a hot potato 
and turnover is-
sues occurred on 
both ends of the 
f loor. For almost 
an entire half, it 
felt like Connecti-
cut was in the 
midst of their clos-
est Big East con-
test to date. 

Yet the Huskies 
kept their streak 
of both scoring 80-
plus points and 
winning by 25-plus. 
After outscoring 
the Golden Eagles 
21-9 in the final four 
minutes of the first 
half, UConn kept 
its foot on the gas 
with 22 points in 
the first 5:50 of the 
second half. Both 
Edwards and first-
year guard KK Ar-
nold crossed double 
figures, leading the 
charge for an of-
fense that shot 9-17 
from the field in the 
third quarter. 

On the other 
end, the Huskies’ 
defense surren-
dered one two-
pointer in that 
frame. Marquette’s three 
triples kept them in the 
game several times, but Con-
necticut continued clamping 
down, holding their oppo-
nents to a 3-13 clip from the 
field in the final frame and 
two points in the last 7:37. It 
officially iced the Golden Ea-
gles’ first loss in Milwaukee 
this season, three weeks af-
ter the Huskies handed them 
their first defeat of the season 
in Hartford, Connecticut. 

This was Arnold’s first col-
legiate game in Wisconsin. 
The four-time Big East Fresh-
man of the Week hails from 
Germantown, Wisconsin, 
which is approximately 30 
minutes away from Milwau-
kee. Limited to 11 first-half 
minutes because of foul trou-
ble, Arnold attacked the tran-
sition game behind her quick-
ness for two steals alongside 
her 13 points. 

Connecticut buried just 
three triples when they lost 
in Milwaukee last season, 
the same number they made 
in their win over the DePaul 
Blue Demons on Saturday. 
Against Marquette, they put 
together their deadliest per-
formance from downtown 
yet with 11 3-pointers, all but 
one of which came in the final 
24 minutes. Bueckers buried 
four for the second time in 
three games; Big East Fresh-
man of the Week Ashlynn 
Shade shot a perfect 3-3 from 
downtown; Mühl made her 
first three and finished 3-5. 

Edwards, meanwhile, com-
manded the glass en route 
to her 25th-career double-
double with 12 rebounds to 
go alongside her 10 points. 
The senior forward also ac-
counted for one of the team’s 
11 steals, a staple of a defense 
that scored 24 points off 16 

Golden Eagle turnovers. 
Karlen scored 13 points in 

the first meeting between 
these two teams; she exceeded 
that total in the first half with 
19. Despite being a nuisance 
in the interior for the first 20 
minutes, however, the Huskies 
limited the senior forward to 
two points across the second 
half and 21 on the night. 

Her silence allowed sopho-
more guard Mackenzie Hare 
to create most of the offense 
for Marquette, who scored 21 
points in the second half. Hare 
accounted for four of the team’s 
eight triples, further establish-
ing herself as one of the na-
tion’s most dangerous 3-point 
threats and finishing with 
19 points. Senior guard Rose 
Nkumu collected six rebounds 
while dealing with foul trouble 
for most of the game. 

Other than King, who had 
10 points and six assists, the 

r e s t 
of the 
t e a m 
s t r u g g l e d 
to keep up with 
the pack. The Golden Eagles 
have been outrebounded in 
a game only twice this sea-
son; Connecticut accounts for 
both, taking this battle of the 
boards 38-28. 

The Huskies, now halfway 
through their 18-game con-
ference slate, will not play a 
Big East foe for a week. That 
does not mean a seven-day 
break, however, as one of 
UConn’s longtime rivals, the 
No. 15 Notre Dame Fighting 
Irish (14-3, 5-2 ACC), rolls 
into Storrs on Saturday night. 
Tip-off from Gampel Pavilion 
is at 8 p.m. on FOX. 


