
tion signatures signed in agree-
ment to the bill.  

Demoura said that combined 
with students from Trinity Col-

lege, there are over 2,000 signa-
tures in support of a foam ban.  

“We submitted those to legis-
lators to show that their constit-
uents and students in Connecti-
cut want to protect our future 
and our waterways before it’s 
too late,” he said.  

Demoura said the usage of 

polystyrene currently is too 
high.  

“Foam is awful for the en-
vironment because it breaks 
apart easily and enters our wa-
terways and wildlife but never 
goes away,” he said. “All foam 
takeout containers ever made or 
used will be here for hundreds 
of years.”  

He said the bill would provide 
a good solution instead of at-
tempting to recycle or reuse the 
material.  

“These products overload our 
municipal solid waste streams 
as there is no way to recycle 
foam in Connecticut,” Demoura 
said. “Efforts to recycle foam are 
cost-intensive, energy-intensive 
and only being done in one state. 
This is not a practical solution.”  

According to the ConnPIRG 
press release, the bill will next go 
to the floor of the Senate for a vote.
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The University of Connecti-
cut’s chapter of ConnPIRG testi-
fied in support of a bill that will 
ban styrofoam in Connecticut, 
Dylan Demoura, Zero Waste 
campaign coordinator and sixth-
semester political science and his-
tory double major, said.  

According to a ConnPIRG 
press release, the General Assem-
bly’s Environment Committee 
voted in favor to pass SB 99: “An 
Act Concerning Use and Distri-
bution of Polystyrene Products.”  

This bill, if passed, would ban 
foam cups and takeout containers 
across the state.  

Demoura said the bill would 
focus on banning “expanded 
polystyrene, colloquially known 
as styrofoam or foam, as it bans 
foam takeout containers and 
school lunch trays.”  

He said testifying for the ban 
on Feb. 21 while representing 
ConnPIRG was a great experi-
ence.  

“It felt amazing to represent 
students at the Capitol,” Demoura 
said. “We were praised by Sen. 
Christine Cohen, one of the co-
chairs of the environmental com-
mittee, who praised young people 
for speaking up for the environ-
ment. Sen. Will Haskell praised 
us for our work and said it was 
great to see young people there 
testifying late on a Friday night.” 

According to the testimony 
ConnPIRG presented, 1,658 peti-

ConnPIRG in support of state styrofoam ban
by Rachel Philipson
STAFF WRITER
rachel.philipson@uconn.edu

ConnPIRG in support of state styrofoam ban
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UConn Professor wins award 
for scholarship and mentoring

On Feb. 25, University of 
Connecticut professor Etan 
Markus won the Mary S. Es-
kine Award for Scholarship 
and Mentoring at the North-
east Undergraduate Research 
Organization for Neurosci-
ence, or NEURON, according 
to the Quinnipiac Chronicle. 

Dr. Markus, a professor of 
psychology and behavioral 
neuroscience, conducts re-
search with graduate and un-
dergraduate students at the 
UConn Storrs campus.  

The event took place 

in North Haven and wel-
comed neuroscience students 
and professors from over 30 
universities in New England. 
Students at the event present-
ed research on topics like the 
effects of stress, Alzheimer’s 
Disease and other neurologi-
cal diseases in a poster ses-
sion, according to the article.   

The Mary S. Eskine Award 
was created in honor of a for-
mer professor at Boston Uni-
versity who died from breast 
cancer in 2007 for her work 
in neuroscience and position 
as the Director of 
U n d e r -

graduate Research at Boston 
University. The award is giv-
en to professors nominated by 
their students for advocating 
undergraduate research and 
mentoring. 

“I have two PhD students 
and 13 undergraduate stu-
dents in my lab and, unknown 
to me, they and former stu-
dents nominated me for this 
award,” Dr. Markus said. 

Dr. Markus’ research fo-
cuses on the development of 
memories using rats. His team 
monitors the rat’s brain cells, 

or neurons, while at 
rest and 

while performing tasks such 
as running a maze. This data 
comes from the hippocam-
pus, a region of the brain that 
is important for memory and 
spatial awareness. 

Thomas Shao, an eighth-
semester physiology and neu-
robiology major who does 
research with Dr. Markus, 
summarizes the research as 
the following, “How do our 
experiences turn into a mem-
ory, what are the [neuronal] 
processes that go into obser-
vational learning and how 
do the different parts of the 
brain interact in order for us 
to perform spatial and motor 

responses?”

psychology and behavioral 
neuroscience, conducts re-
search with graduate and un-
dergraduate students at the 
UConn Storrs campus.  

The event took place 

cancer in 2007 for her work 
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as the Director of 
U n d e r -

memories using rats. His team 
monitors the rat’s brain cells, 

or neurons, while at 
rest and 

processes that go into obser-
vational learning and how 
do the different parts of the 
brain interact in order for us 
to perform spatial and motor 

responses?”

by Samuel Katz
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
samuel.katz@uconn.edu

“I have two PhD 
students and 13 
undergraduate 
students in my 
lab and, unknown 
to me, they and 
former students 
nominated me for 
this award.”
DR. ETAN MARKUS

Dr. Etan Markus (above) 
wins the Mary S. Eskine 
Award for Scholarship 
and Mentoring at NEU-
RON. Markus’ research 
focuses on the develop-
ment of memories using 
rats, with experiments like 
(left), focusing on testing 
rats’ brain cells while at 
rest and performing tasks 
such as running a maze.

PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF 
MARKUS LAB

Demoura said the bill would focus 
on banning “expanded polystyrene, 

colloquially known as styrofoam or foam, 
as it bans foam takeout containers and 

school lunch trays.”

“Foam is awful for the environment 
because it breaks apart easily and enters 
our waterways and wildlife but never goes 
away. All foam takeout containers ever 
made or used will be here for hundreds of 
years.”
DYLAN DEMOURA

Groups of students present-
ed their proposals for lowering 
student stress on Wednesday 
as part of the first round of the 
second annual Innovate Well-
ness Challenge.  

Roughly 40 students, divid-
ed into 15 groups of three or 
fewer, developed and present-
ed original plans for improv-
ing the mental health of their 
peers for the first round of the 
challenge. During the next two 
rounds of competition, they 
will be narrowed down until 
the three teams with the most 
promising plans of action pres-
ent their ideas and prototypes 
before a panel of judges for 
the chance to be rewarded up 
to $2,250 and the opportunity 
to work with UConn faculty 
members to implement their 

ideas on campus.  
The challenge, which began 

last year with a focus on com-
munity and shared experi-
ences, is a collaborative effort 
between the UConn Wellness 
Coalition and Operations and 
Information Management In-
novate. 

Johnathan Moore, the man-
agement information systems 
academic director for the UCo-
nn School of Business, views 
the competition as an oppor-
tunity for students to impact 
the world around them while 
learning valuable skills and 
potentially building a resumé.  

“We want to give students 
the opportunity to learn 
through these collaborative co-
curricular challenges, but also 
allow them to see the real im-
pact they can have on the UCo-
nn community,” Moore said. 

by Nick Smith
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
nicholas.h.smith@uconn.edu

Teams compete to lower 
student stress in Innovate 
Wellness Challenge

UConn undergrads present their plan for the Innovate Well-
ness Challenge. Students studying different ways to promote 
all kinds of wellness on campus presented their projects in 
the North Reading Room of Wilbur Cross on Wednesday. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY WESLEY NYAMBI, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

See WELLNESS, p. 2



Thursday, March 5, 2020 • DailyCampus.com

News
02

Want to write or photograph for 
The Daily Campus ?

The Daily Campus welcomes writers and photogra-
phers of all backgrounds, interests, majors and levels 
of experience. To get involved, attend section meetings 
on Sunday nights inside The Daily Campus building 
(between Buckley and Moe’s in Storrs Center). For 
more information about a section, contact the editor 
at the e-mail address listed below:

News (Meetings at 6 p.m.)
news@dailycampus.com

Opinion (Meetings at 6 p.m.)
opinion@dailycampus.com
Life (Meetings at 7 p.m.)

life@dailycampus.com
Sports (Meetings at 8 p.m.)

sports@dailycampus.com
Photo (Meetings at 10 p.m.)

photo@dailycampus.com

Prefer to read our content online?
Check out our website at

 dailycampus.com and follow us on social media.
Instagram · The_DailyCampus 
Facebook · The Daily Campus 

Twitter · The_DailyCampus 
Snapchat · the_dailycampus

Anna Zarra Aldrich, Editor-in-Chief 
Alex Houdeshell, Managing Editor 
Julia DeMarkey, Business Manager 

Courtney Gavitt, Digital Editor 
Hollianne Lao, Outreach/Social Media Coordinator

Jacqueline Thompson, Financial Manager 
Daniel Cohn, Associate Managing Editor

Kimberly Nguyen, Associate Digital Editor

For more information about getting involved as an 
editorial, business or digital employee:

Editorial · managingeditor@dailycampus.com
Business · businessmanager@dailycampus.com

Digital · digital@dailycampus.com

Printing since 1896, The Daily Campus is the oldest and 
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Corrections and Clarifi cations:
The March 4 Daily Campus article titled “Women’s Finance 

Association cultivates leadership in the fi nance industry” 
incorrectly stated that WFA has 20 prospective members. 

WFA has more than 70 prospective members.
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In case you missed it
What happened this week beyond UConn

Nashville Tornado 

At least 24 people are dead, including several chil-
dren, and an unspecified number of others are still miss-
ing after an EF-3 tornado ripped through Nashville and 
several other parts of the state of Tennessee in the early 
morning hours on Tuesday, according to CNN and the 
Associated Press. It is not clear the number of tornadoes 
total that wrecked havoc on a 145-mile stretch across the 
state. The tornadoes shredded more than 140 buildings 
and moved so quickly that a large number of the popula-
tion did not have time to seek safety. Gov. Bill Lee de-
clared a state of emergency, and the National Guard is 
currently assissting with search and rescue efforts. The 
White House announced the president had spoken with 
Gov. Lee and promised federal assistance in the cleanup 
efforts. Trump plans to visit the sites by Friday. 

Michael Bloomberg Campaign Suspended 

Former mayor of New York City Michael Bloomberg 
suspended his campaign for president on Wednesday 
morning, not long after Super Tuesday polls closed, ac-
cording to the New York Times. He has since endorsed 
democratic candidate and former Vice President Joe 
Biden for president. According to poll results, Bloom-
berg fell in third or worse in states he had hoped to win. 
His presidential bid, which started late, cost him more 
than half a billion dollars in advertisting alone and mil-
lions more in various offices across the country staffed 
with paid campaign workers. His numbers, which were 
originally moderate, crashed after Elizabeth Warren 
questioned his conduct towards women in a fiery debate 
several weeks ago. 

James Bond Film Delay 

The newest James Bond film, “No Time To Die,” will 
have its release pushed from April to November due 
to increasing coronavirus concerns, according to BBC 
News. The producers said they made the decision after 
“careful consideration and thorough evaluation of the 
global theatrical marketplace.” It will now premiere in 
the United States on Nov. 25 as opposed to its planned 
April 3 release date. In an open letter, the founders of the 
James Bond Dossier wrote that having a large group of 
people together in rooms could open the possibility for 
several transmissions of the virus unknowingly, and 
such an event would be not be “the type of publicity any-
one wants.” Several movie theaters have already closed 
in China and around the world over concerns about the 
virus, closing the second-biggest box office market for 
what is intended to be one of the biggest movies of the 
year.   

House Coronavirus Bill 

On Wednesday, the U.S. House of Representatives 
passed an $8.3 billion spending bill focused on coro-
navirus prevention and treatment efforts, according to 
Fox News. The bill passed 415-2, and roughly triples the 
original $2.5 billion plan President Trump unveiled last 
week. The legislation is now on the Senate f loor and is 
expected to be voted on on Thursday. More than $3 bil-
lion will be used for research and developing vaccines, 
an additional $2 billion to help federal, state and local 
governments prepare for and control the outbreak and 
several million dollars for medical supplies and other 
miscellenaous anticipated costs ahead of the virus’s an-
ticipated spread throughout the United States. 

Arizona Transgender Athlete Bill 

The Arizona House of Representatives passed a bill 
that, if signed into law, would ban transgender female 
athletes from taking part in school sports, according to 
ABC News. Termed the “Save Women’s Sports Act,” it 
will require school-sponsored sports in the state to des-
ignate sports for girls and boys based on their biological 
sex. The bill passed along party lines in a vote of 31-29 
after hours of emotional, heated debate. It would apply 
to K-12, community college and university sports teams 
if passed.  

by Taylor Harton
ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR
taylor.harton@uconn.edu

Students based their propos-
als on survey data provided to 
them by the National College 
Health Assessment. The data, 
compiled from the responses 
of thousands of college stu-
dents around the country self-
reporting their well-being and 
stress levels, appears to show a 
higher prevalence of stress and 
a sense of being overwhelmed 
among students attending the 
University of Connecticut. 

Proposals shown at the first 
round were creative and di-
verse. One plan focused on re-
placing the harsh, white light-
ing standard in many UConn 
dorm rooms with softer, more 
yellow bulbs. Another sug-
gested the creation of com-
munal music-making rooms 

where students could borrow 
a variety of instruments and 
jam out.  

Many groups identified the 
need to create a community of 
wellness, in lieu of individual-
ized solutions.  

“Especially regarding men-
tal health, it’s so easy to feel 
alone,” Prabhas KC, a fourth-
semester consumer behavior 
major, said. “It’s so easy to not 
reach out because you might 
not feel comfortable talking to 
your friends, roommate or par-
ents about how you’re feeling.” 

KC’s group proposes con-
ducting a campus-wide survey 
of mental health with the in-
tention of connecting UConn’s 
most vulnerable students to 
the services they need. They 
also propose making a field 
trip to Student Health and 
Wellness and Counseling and 
Mental Health Services a man-
datory part of every First Year 
Experience class’s semester 
plans.  

“It’s a nice way to get 
students acquainted 
with the service — 
makes it familiar and 
shows them where it’s 
located so if they ever 
do need to go, they 
know where it is, elim-
inating the barriers to 
entry in that respect,” 
KC said.  

Ke’iana Beeson, an 
eighth-semester psy-
chology major, belongs 
to a group proposing 
changes to the base-
ment of Homer Bab-
bidge Library. They proposed 
implementing quiet “siesta 
rooms” where students can 
lie on comfy furniture and 
destress. 

“We want to make sure stu-
dents get the most out of their 
education through healthy 
habits and we’re looking to tar-
get that through sleep,” Beeson 

said, alluding to 
a study showing 
that 24% of stu-
dents at UConn 
have issues get-
ting enough sleep 
— a figure she be-
lieves is conser-
vative.  

Other ideas in-
clude the creation 
of a Waze-like 
app where stu-
dents can warn 
their peers if the 
library is too 

Wellness challenge participants 
aim to lower student stress
WELLNESS, cont. from p. 1

“Especially regarding 
mental health, it’s so easy 
to feel alone. It’s so easy to 
not reach out because you 
might not feel comfortable 
talking to your friends, 
roommate or parents 
about how you’re feeling.”
PRABHAS KC

“We want to make sure 
students get the most 
out of their education 
through healthy habits, 
and we’re looking to 
target that through 
sleep.”
KE’IANA BEESON

“A lot of decisions come from the top, but from our 
perspective it’s going to be a lot more impactful if we 
hear what the students really want from the students 
themselves.”
JONATHAN MOORE

crowded or share their favorite 
study-spots.  

“It requires student partici-
pation in the beginning, but 
after a bit of time we can take 
that student participation and 
analyze it and create averages,” 
Justin Tomano, a fourth-se-
mester management informa-
tion systems major, said. “Like 
when you Google a restaurant 
and it tells you what hours it’s 
busiest — we want to do that 
with study spaces.” 

Overseeing the proceed-
ings, Moore is optimistic his 
students will be successful 
in bringing UConn students’ 
stress levels closer to the na-
tional average. 

“A lot of decisions come from 
the top, but from our perspec-
tive it’s going to be a lot more 
impactful if we hear what the 
students really want from the 
students themselves.”

Another project is presented at the Innovate Wellness Chal-
lenge on Wednesday. Fifteen groups shared their ideas for 
promoting wellness on campus.

PHOTOGRAPH BY WESLEY NYAMBI, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Asian shares rise following surge 
in US on stimulus measures

Trump gets desired
Democratic foes

Located on the UCONN campus in Storrs, CT
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For ADA accommodations, please call the Box Office

FREE STUDENT RUSH TICKETS!*
*Limited Seats - One Hour Prior to Show - UConn Students Only

Thurs, Mar 12, 7:30 pm

CIRQUE FLIP FABRIQUE – Blizzard
A fresh take on contemporary circus, 
exploring the awe and wonder of a 
winter storm. Guaranteed chills for 
the whole family! 

Media Sponsor: 

Sat, Mar 14, 8 pm

THE CHIEFTAINS The Irish Goodbye

SOLD OUT!

Media Sponsor: 

Tues, Mar 31, 7:30 pm

ARCIS SAXOPHONE QUARTET
American Dreams
Lenard Chamber Event 
These four passionate chamber 
musicians from Munich present 
an exciting program featuring 
Dvorak, Bernstein, Gershwin 
and more! 

Tues, Mar 24, 7:30 pm

CINDERELLA Russian National Ballet
One of the most popular and 
beloved Russian classical ballets, 
with a profound musical score by 
Prokofiev. 

Media Sponsors:



WASHINGTON (AP) — 
While Super Tuesday left the 
Democrats with a pair of front-
runners whom President Don-
ald Trump believes he can de-
fine and defeat, there are still 
some private worries in the 
White House.

There is concern that the 
Democrats’ messy nomination 
contest may end up producing 
an emboldened version of the 
very man who once worried 
Trump so much as a foe that it 
led to the president’s impeach-
ment.

That would be Joe Biden.
Still, there was plenty for 

Trump to like in Tuesday’s 
14-state round of voting that 
transformed the Democratic 
race into a delegate shootout 
between an avowed proponent 
of democratic socialism (Ber-
nie Sanders) and a longtime 
Washington insider (Biden). 
It banished from the race for-

mer New York Mayor Mike 
Bloomberg, whose endless 
millions had gotten under the 
president’s skin, and it pushed 
aside Massachusetts Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren, who could 
have proved to be a formidable 
rhetorical challenger against 
Trump.

That sets up Trump to run 
for reelection on familiar ter-
ritory and allows him to revive 
some of the same lines of at-
tack that proved successful in 
2016.

The public reaction from 
Trump and his campaign on 
Wednesday was gleeful as 
Biden’s remarkable campaign 
comeback reset the Demo-
cratic nomination fight into 
a two-candidate contest with 
Sanders.

“Truly is a ’heads we win, 
tails they lose’ situation,” said 
Trump campaign communica-
tions director Tim Murtaugh.

TOKYO (AP) — Asian shares 
rose Thursday, taking their cue 
from a surge on Wall Street as 
governments and central banks 
took more aggressive measures 
to fight the virus outbreak and 
its effects on the economy.

Japan’s benchmark Nikkei 
225 rose 0.8% in early trad-
ing to 21,264.80. Australia’s 
S&P/ASX 200 added 0.9% to 
6,381.50. South Korea’s Kospi 
gained 0.6% to 2,071.99. Hong 
Kong’s Hang Seng was up 0.5% 
at 26,339.33, while the Shanghai 
Composite was also up 0.5% at 
3,025.23. Shares were also high-
er in southeast Asia.

The gains on Wall Street more 
than recouped big losses from a 
day earlier as wild, virus-fueled 
swings around the world’s mar-
kets extend into a third week.

Investors are also anticipat-
ing other central banks will fol-
low up on the Federal Reserve’s 
surprise move Tuesday to slash 
interest rates by half a percent-
age point in hopes of protecting 
the economy from the economic 
fallout of the new coronavirus. 
Canada’s central bank cut rates 
on Wednesday, also by half a 
percentage point and citing the 
virus’ effect.

Some measures of fear in the 
market eased. Treasury yields 
rose but were still near record 

lows in a sign that the bond 
market remains concerned 
about the economic pain pos-
sible from the fast-spreading 
virus. Companies around the 
world are already saying the 
virus is sapping away earnings 
due to supply chain disruptions 
and weaker sales, with General 
Electric becoming the latest to 
warn its investors.

Even though many investors 
say they know lower interest 
rates will not halt the spread of 
the virus, they want to see cen-
tral banks and other authori-
ties do what they can to lessen 
the damage. The S&P 500 sank 
2.8% on Tuesday after a brief re-
lief rally triggered by the Fed’s 
rate cut fizzled.

The Bank of England has a 
meeting on March 26 on in-
terest rates. The European 
Central Bank and others have 
already cut rates below zero, 
meanwhile, which limits their 
monetary policy firepower. But 
economists say they could make 
other moves, such as freeing up 
banks to lend more.

An indicator of fear in the 
market, which measures how 
much traders are paying to 
protect themselves from future 
swings for the S&P 500, sank 
14.1%.

Markets have been on edge 

for two weeks, with the S&P 
500 down 7.6% from its record 
on Feb. 19, amid worries about 
how much economic damage 
the coronavirus will do. The 
big swings in recent days will 
likely continue until investors 
get a sense of what the worst-
case scenario really is in the vi-
rus outbreak. They need to see 
the number of new infections at 
least slow its acceleration, ana-
lysts say.

Indexes jumped on Monday, 
and the Dow had its best day 
in more than a decade on ris-
ing anticipation for coordinated 
support from the Fed and other 
central banks. That followed a 
dismal week that erased gains 
for 2020.

The S&P 500 rose 126.75 
points, or 4.2%, to 3,130.12. 
The benchmark index has had 
five days in the last two weeks 
where it swung by more than 
3%. In all of last year, it had just 
one.

The Dow gained 1,173.45 
points to 27,090.86. The Nasdaq 
climbed 334 points, or 3.8%, to 
9,018.09. The index, which is 
heavily weighted with technol-
ogy companies, now has a slight 
gain for the year.

The Russell 2000 index of 
smaller company stocks rose 
45.11 points, or 3%, to 1,531.20.

Feds investigate nursing home 
as U.S. death toll hits 11

Three commuters, center, wear masks as they walk through the World Trade Center transporta-
tion hub, Wednesday, March 4, 2020, in New York. PHOTO BY MARK LENNIHAN/AP

SEATTLE (AP) — The U.S. 
death toll from the coronavirus 
climbed to 11 on Wednesday 
with a patient succumbing in 
California — the first reported 
fatality outside Washington 
state — as federal authorities 
announced an investigation of 
the Seattle-area nursing home 
where most of the victims were 
stricken.

Officials in California’s Placer 
County, near Sacramento, said 
an elderly person who tested 
positive after returning from a 
San Francisco-to-Mexico cruise 
had died. The victim had under-
lying health problems, authori-
ties said.

California Gov. Gavin New-
som declared a statewide emer-
gency. Washington and Florida 
had already declared emergen-
cies.

Washington also announced 
another death, bringing its to-
tal to 10. Most of those who 
died were residents of Life Care 
Center, a nursing home in Kirk-
land, a suburb east of Seattle. 
At least 39 cases have been re-
ported in the Seattle area, where 
researchers say the virus may 
have been circulating undetect-
ed for weeks.

Seema Verma, head of the 
federal Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, said 
the agency is sending inspec-
tors to Life Care along with ex-
perts from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention to 
figure out what happened and 
determine whether the nursing 
home followed guidelines for 
preventing infections.

Last April, the state fined Life 
Care $67,000 over infection-con-
trol deficiencies following two 
flu outbreaks that affected 17 pa-
tients and staff. An unannounced 
follow-up inspection in June de-
termined that Life Care had cor-
rected the problems, Verma said.

Meanwhile, public officials in 
Washington came under pres-
sure to take more aggressive 
steps against the outbreak, in-
cluding closing schools and can-
celing large events. While the 
state and Seattle have declared 
emergencies, giving leaders 
broad powers to suspend activi-
ties, they have not issued any 
orders to do so.

“We have encouraged people 
who are responsible for large 
gatherings to give consideration 
whether it really makes sense to 
carry those on right now,” Gov. 

Jay Inslee said. “Right now, we 
are deferring to the judgment ... 
of these organizations.”

While some individual 
schools and businesses have 
shut down, the governor said 
large-scale school closings have 
not been ordered because “there 
are so many ramifications for 
families and businesses,” espe-
cially for health care workers 
who might not be able to go to 
work because of child care re-
sponsibilities.

Local and state health officials 
have not recommended school 
closings unless the schools have 
had a confirmed case of the dis-
ease.

Comic Con’s organizer, Reed-
pop, announced Wednesday 
that it would make an exception 
to its no-refunds policy for those 
who want their money back, but 
said it remained committed to 
holding the event unless local, 
state or federal officials change 
their guidance.

Lakshmi Unni said that she 
was keeping her son, an eighth-
grader at Redmond Middle 
School in Seattle’s eastern sub-
urbs, home on Wednesday and 
that she had urged the school 
board and principal to close.
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Signal Boost

Climate change. Inequity. 
Nationalism. These are just a taste 
of the problems we face in front 
of us. While some bad actors may 
insist we can work against these in 
a civil way, it becomes increasingly 
apparent that radical action is 
necessary. But with the stakes and 
tensions rising, are we any closer 
to fighting our impending doom 
using current methods?  

More importantly, how do our 
current methods fare in this fight? 
Marches have seen much attention 
in recent years, even in the United 
States.  The women’s marches and 
climate strikes are two recent 
examples of this, but large-scale 
initiatives like Black Lives Matter 
and the Occupy movement have 
also made waves in the past 
decade. Of course, this ignores 
mass action around the world; we 
will touch back on that later. 

The problem is: Are movements 
like these sufficient in enacting 
change?

We live in an age of enforced 
passivity. It is hard to tell where 
this began, or where it continues 
to fester, but it has been visible 
for a  while in the United States. 
This  prevents  flash protesting 
and short-lived movements from 

spinning up into actual, systemic 
change. 

The lack of prolonged action in 
many marches make it harder for 
real, long-term change to occur. 
When a demonstration demands 
a reaction, it is often because it 
marks a disruption in the regular 
order. There’s a threat involved. 
With marches, it is often a case 
where the powers that be can wait 
the outburst out. This is not always 
the case (see Hong Kong, for 
example, for prolonged protests), 
but we have definitely seen this 
problem materialize before. 

In addition, modern-day 
protests are limited at times by 
their decentralization. Due to 
social media, many movements 
have moved away from a central 
body or leadership organizing 
them, instead relying on spreading 
word through the internet. In 
some ways, this is good! It really 
puts the focus on signal boosting 
problems in society. However, it 
can be harder for a decentralized 
movement to stay unified in the 
face  of pushback. If a government 
threatens the protestors, many 
may leave because they are not tied 
to it. If a small concession is made, 
many may leave  the movement 
because they feel their work is 
done. This prevents the roots of 
issues from actually getting  dealt 
with. 

That’s not to say protesting is 
for nothing. Protests are good 
for mobilizing a large amount of 
people, showing to others a genuine 
public interest for action. They 
are good at raising awareness on 
underrepresented issues and the 
plight of the  many. They can be a 
key first step to changing the tides of 
public opinion and,  later,  policy. But 
all forms of mass action have their 
strengths and limits. So, why have 
marches in particular been able to 
germinate so well in our society? 

I dislike the term “slacktivism,” 
but the low commitment of marches 
contribute to this. More importantly, 
though, our society has been built up 
in a way to punish any action more 
radical than this. Think about how 
scary the threat of arrest is in America. 
Imprisonment or even fines can really 
hurt the average person, and anything 
on the permanent record can mess 
you up for years in the future. Also, 
the police are armed here, and any 
altercation with them may turn 
violent or even deadly. That’s not to 
get into the punishments you may face 
in your job, especially severe when we 
have so few safety nets in this country 
for the unemployed. In America, we 
are pacified under threat by the state, 
punished further by the corporate 
structure. 

In addition, companies and 
government officials have co-opted 
many protesting efforts to remove 
the blame from them. Look at Justin 
Trudeau walking with the Montreal 
climate strike last year.  Perhaps 
his motives are pure, but he is part 
of the problem. Yes, it’s good for 
private and public leaders to make 
a stand,  signaling  to others of their 
stance on the issue. But it may also be 
lip service, a way to fool people into 
thinking their message is being heard 
when it’s really falling on deaf ears. 

A demonstrator has a face 
painted with 49-3, refering the 
article 49-3 of the Constitution to 
force the bill through Parliament 
without a vote, during a protest 
against pension law, in Paris, 
Tuesday, March 3, 2020. 
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C
oronavirus will arrive in Connecti-
cut soon enough. Cases have been 
reported in Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island and New York, all of our 
neighboring states. Just recently, all 
UConn students studying abroad in 

Italy were recalled from their trips. As the pub-
lic’s awareness of the disease continues to rise and 
panic sets in, it’s important to remember the ba-
sics. Here are some tips and tricks for staying safe: 

1. Let’s not be racist, folks. Many media outlets 
have been called out in the past week or two for 
using images of East Asian — usually Chinese — 
people wearing masks for their coronavirus sto-
ries. In times of crisis, we should be supporting our 
global brothers and sisters in China, not resorting 
to crude stereotypes. It shouldn’t have to be said, 
but don’t be racist! And if you see your friends or 
peers engaging in this behavior, stand up to them.

2. Wash your hands! The Center for Disease 
Control advises washing your hands frequently 
with soap and water for at least twenty seconds.

3. Avoid touching your eyes and mouth. 
4. Cover your mouth when you sneeze and 

cough. 
5. If you have the symptoms of coronavirus — 

primarily fever, cough or shortness of breath — go 
get tested immediately! We recommend visiting 
UConn Urgent Care in Storrs Center or UConn 
Student Health Services. 

Stay safe, friends. With community, we will 
make it through this. 

In times of crisis, 
we should be 

supporting our 
global brothers 

and sisters 
in China, not 

resorting to crude 
stereotypes.

On March 1, thousands of people 
around the world took a moment to 
grieve. They took a moment out of their 
busy lives to mourn for people that most 
of them have never met. But they’re 
not victims of a disease, or an illness, 
not people affected by some specific 
tragedy or crime. March 1 is the date of 
the yearly Disability Day of Mourning, 
the day where we mourn for disabled 
people killed by their siblings, children, 
partners, parents or other caregivers.  

Shockingly, this is not an uncommon 
occurrence. According to the Disability 
Day of Mourning website, over 100 
disabled people were murdered by 
caregivers or similar people in 2019. It’s 
also important to note, as the website 
does, that they search in English, 
so there are likely many more cases 
that simply didn’t get English news 
coverage. Many of those murdered in 
2018 were elderly, people with dementia 
or mobility issues whose caregivers 
simply stopped caring. Others were 
children, especially autistic children, 
who committed  the crime  of not being 
“normal.”  

There was Elvis Dry, a disabled 
veteran who used a wheelchair. He 
was murdered by his live-in caregiver, 
burned to death and left in the backyard. 
There was Mia Edmundson, who had a 
cardiac defect and no spleen. Her mother 
didn’t fill the prescriptions she needed or 
take the girl to the doctor, and she died of 
pneumonia. There was Vivek Kakadiya, 
who The Times of India reported had a 
learning disability. His murderer, his 
sister-in-law, reportedly confessed to 
killing him because “she had felt Vivek 
to be a burden which she would have to 
carry for the rest of her life.” 

It’s that last case in particular that 

outlines the reason that many disabled 
people are murdered. Looking past 
the cases of neglect or abuse for a 
moment and simply at the cases that 
were intentional, many of them were 
either supposedly due to some belief 
that  the person was suffering and 
would be better off dead, or because the 
person was a burden. This isn’t entirely 
surprising; society perpetuates the belief 
that disabled  people’s lives are worth 
less because of their disabilities. Society 
looks at these cases and finds excuses. 

by Ashton Stansel
CONTRIBUTOR
ashton.stansel@uconn.edu
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Health care and access to it 
are universal concerns that 
UConn’s Global Health Spaces 
on Campus (GloHSOC) group 
seeks to address. As their group 
has grown since its establish-
ment in 2018, they have been 
able to successfully organize 
two annual global health con-
ferences, as well as a global 
health “Hackathon” last fall, 
all focused on different areas 
of interest within the field. This 
weekend will feature the orga-
nization’s third annual global 
health symposium, “VIP Ac-
cess: Gatekeeping in Global 
Health.” 

“This year’s symposium ... 
seeks to explore how political, 
environmental and so-
cioeconomic dispari-
ties impact access 
to quality and 
affordable 
health-
care, 
both 
within 
the 
United 
States 
and across the 
globe,” Amisha Paul, a physiol-
ogy and neurobiology and eco-
nomics major, said in an email 
correspondence. She serves as 
Executive Director of GloHSOC.  

“I believe we will provide 
an opportunity for students to 
challenge themselves and gain a 

greater understanding of global 
health issues and the impact of 
one’s individual actions,” Paul 
said. 

The reception on Friday in-
cludes a keynote address by 
Rachel Bridges, the Global 
Health Communica-
tions Manager at 
the United Na-
tions Foun-
dation and 
former 
Public 
Affairs 
Advi-
sor 
for 
the 

U.S. 
Agency for International 
Development. On Saturday, 
the symposium will consist of 
“exciting breakout sessions, 
an interactive simulation, a 
thought-provoking panel on ac-
cess to healthcare in resource-
limited settings” and research 

poster presentations, according 
to Paul and the agenda  on the 
group’s website. Professor Cesar 
Abadia-Barrero from UConn’s 

Human Rights Institute and 
anthropology department will 
be providing the symposium’s 
second keynote address. 

“This symposium is open to 
all students,” Paul said, also 
mentioning that UConn fac-
ulty are also welcome. “Global 

Health is a field that affects 
all of our lives, regard-

less of what future 
personal or 

pro-

fes-
sional 

endeav-
ors we pur-

sue.” 
Students can pre-

register for either or both 
days of the event on GloHSOC’s 
website to be able to receive a 
free lunch and a designated 
name tag, however, they may 
still attend if they are not able to 

pre-register. The reception this 
Friday, March 6, is from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. in the Dodd Center, 
while the full-day symposium 
on Saturday will be from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. in the Student Union. 

“Students are welcome to 
pop in and out to 

which-
ever ses-

sions they are 
interested in, they 

are not required to stay 
for the entire duration [of] 

the event,” Paul said.  
She encourages students 

to check out the schedule of 
events on the symposium’s 

website, as well as GloHSOC’s 
social media accounts on Insta-
gram, Twitter and Facebook to 
stay updated on the event. 

“GloHSOC was established 
in 2018 by a group of passion-
ate undergraduates from many 
departments and schools at 
UConn, all united by a com-
mon goal to establish UConn 
as a global health center across 
the country,” Paul said. “We 
are open to any students inter-
ested in global health issues and 
change-making in the field of 
global health, regardless of their 
academic and/or professional 
interests.” 
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STAFF WRITER
hollianne.lao@uconn.edu 
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Since its inception, students 
of the Middle Eastern Student 
Association (MESA) have been 
working towards establishing a 
Middle Eastern and South Asian 
Cultural Center (MESACC) on 
campus. Recently, this movement 
has been revitalized as students 
have spread a petition to gather 
support for the implementation 
of this cultural center. 

“We want to get our message 
out in the best way possible and to 
as many people as possible,” Noor 
Taweh, a sixth-semester physiol-
ogy and neurobiology and human 
rights major, said. “The beginning 
stages of any movement boil down 
to making noise and attracting 
attention, and that’s exactly what 
we’re doing.” 

As of March 3, there are over 
280 signatures on the petition, 
consisting of undergraduate and 
graduate students, professional 
staff and faculty, Taweh said. 

MESA is planning a series of 
events to raise awareness about 
the petition for the movement, 
Taweh said. In shaping the move-
ment, Taweh hopes to be as inclu-
sive as possible for anyone who 
wants to be involved, to reach out 
to other student organizations and 
to collaborate with other organi-

zations and cultural centers. 
However, the students’ move-

ment has been met with its own 
challenges. One of the biggest 
issues at the moment is that the 
fourth floor of the Student Union 
is full, so students need to find a 
large-enough space for students 
that identify with MESACC. 

“Based on the experiences 
of e-board members with [the] 
UConn administration, the argu-
ment made against having [ME-
SACC] is lack of space, budgeting 
and that we need a private donor,” 
Nasrin Jabarkhyl, a sixth-semes-
ter biological sciences major, said. 
“Yet, no other cultural center has 
had these issues. Other cultural 
centers have continued to sup-
port our mission and so far on 
the students’ end, there have been 
almost 300 [signatures] in sup-
port of MESACC.” 

There was a similar move-
ment in 2017 that faced many of 
the same challenges. The original 
movement was started by Kassra 
Farahbakhshian, a class of 2018 
graduate. This plan aimed to bring 
together students from Middle 
Eastern and North African back-
grounds, raise awareness about 
their culture and engage with the 
outside community, according to 
Susan Naseri, an eighth-semester 
political science and human rights 
double major.  

“In my freshman year, I saw a 
comment on UConn Buy or Sell 
by [Farahbakhshian] regarding 
an organization he was looking 
to form,” Naseri said. “I messaged 
him, and we met soon after that. 
Along with some students who 
have since graduated, we formed 
an organization that is now called 
MESA.” 

MESA has since been involved 
on campus by hosting a fashion 
show, art bazaar, paint nights and 
weekly general body meetings. 
Over the past two years, students 
from MESA have met with the 
directors of the cultural centers, 
the Office of Diversity and Inclu-
sion, Student Union staff mem-
bers and other student organi-
zations to raise awareness about 
their organization and to garner 
support for the implementation 
of MESACC. 

“We have unique and shared 
experiences and cultures that 
should be recognized and cel-
ebrated, especially when we 
contribute to the research, arts 
and students organizations of 
UConn,” Naseri said. 

Both Taweh and Naseri cited 
every college student’s struggle 
with identity and how this espe-
cially applies to students of Middle 
Eastern and South Asian descent. 
Students from these ethnic groups 
have suffered from microaggres-

sions and stereotyping for a long 
time. Apart from this, these stu-
dents have experienced isolation 
as a result of not fitting into any of 
the pre-existing cultural centers. 
Taweh said that now more than 
ever, she’s heard students from 
Middle Eastern and South Asian 
backgrounds talk about how they 
wish they had their own cultural 
space on campus.  

“Where do you go when you 
don’t fit into a box? While not all 
students can empathize with that 
experience, they can empathize 
with some iteration of it,” Taweh 
said. “We’re all just trying to bal-
ance our conflicting identities and 
having people to do it within an 
adequate space is a natural de-
sire.” 

Regardless of their cultural 
background, any UConn student 
or staff can support this move-
ment by finding the link to the 
petition in MESA’s Instagram bio, 
@uconnmesa. 

“We deserve to have our cul-
ture shown in a positive light, and 
we deserve to take control of that 
narrative, filling and designing 
this space by the community and 
for the community,” Naseri said. 
“Muslims need to be celebrated, 
Middle Eastern people need to 
be celebrated and South Asian 
people need to be celebrated. I 
want the university to show that 
they are proud to have students 
from these communities here and 
that they stand by those students.” 

by Brandon Barzola
STAFF WRITER
brandon.barzola@uconn.edu

Students revive movement 

to establish a Middle 

Eastern and South Asian 

Cultural Center 
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It’s finally time. 
On Jan. 11, 2019, Philly rap 

superstar Lil Uzi Vert abruptly 
dropped out of the entire music 
scene with a post on Instagram 
stating that he had "deleted 
everything" and was "done 
with music.” This shocking 
announcement came barely a 
month after his second album, 
“Eternal Atake” was reported 
to be finished. Some saw the 
post as legitimate and the 
sudden departure of one of 
modern music’s biggest faces. 
Others looked at it as an in-the-
moment rash of spontaneity. 
Conspiracy theorists looked at 
it as a way to drum up hype for 
the project — a publicity stunt. 
Months later, Uzi reappeared 
with two singles, ending the 
uncertainty around the album. 
“That’s a Rack” was a tradi-
tional (by his standards) club 
hit custom-made to hit repeat 
at Ted’s, but the more melodic 
“Sanguine Paradise” caught 
attention in the music scene, 
eventually hitting platinum 
status by the RIAA. The cho-
rus of “Sanguine” shows Uzi 
at his prime, riding the piano-
laced production with buttery 
vocals that consistently sepa-
rate him from his competitors 
in the relatively new “melodic 
trap” field. 

After another break from 
putting out singles, causing 
some fans to raise uncertainty 
about the project once more, 
Uzi dropped “Futsal Shuffle 
2020” in December. With a 
TikTok-able dance (sorry), 
a synth lead straight out of 
Geometry Wars and samples 
from Tyler, The Creator and 
Nardwuar, the single shot up 

to No. 5 on the Billboard Hot 
100 — and for great reason. 
I fondly remembering con-
fusingly interlacing the song 
with my Christmas playlist, 
permanently and irreversibly 
associating the explicitly not-
wintery song with the season.  

This past Friday, Uzi tweet-
ed out that the album would 
drop in two weeks, signal-
ling the long-awaited release 
of “Atake” next week on March 
13th. Doubts about this date 
were quelled on Sunday, when 
Uzi dropped his fourth single 
of the cycle, “That Way.” Fea-
turing a perfect Backstreet 
Boys sample, his latest single 
is one of the best hip-hop 
tracks of the year. Like many 
Uzi songs, it can be hard to pin 
down why. To start, any mod-
ern rapper confident enough 
to incorporate a turn-of-the-
century boy band into a major 
single gets respect from me. On 
top of that, Uzi’s verses ride the 
slightly restrained yet on point 
beat like he didn’t take three 
years between albums. Uzi 
has floated that there might 
be one more single before the 
big release next week, but I’m 
not even sure he needs it. 

“Second album syndrome” 
is incredibly real in the music 
industry. You have an eter-
nity to put together your first 
album but often no time at 
all to compose its sequel. In-
creased pressure can get to an 
artist, as evidenced by Uzi’s 
frantic quitting over a year ago. 
That said, by all indications 
“Eternal Atake” will fulfill the 
long drought of even the most 
fervent Uzi stans. In nine days, 
hopefully the wait will end — 
look for my review shortly 
thereafter! 

by Daniel Cohn
ASSOCIATE MANAGING EDITOR
daniel.cohn@uconn.edu

PHOTO COURTESY 
OF RAP-UP

Uzi
Szn
Uzi
Szn

‘Eternal Atake’ finally 
arrives next week

Fashion devotees exchanged 
their love for style as well as 
design at the University of Con-
necticut’s Project Fashion Club 
Wednesday night, featuring 
a handful of fashion design-
ers, collectors and impassioned 
wearers. 

Vendors included both UCo-
nn students and alumni as well 
as individual business owners, 
and the club used the space to 
show the value of being in-
volved in the distribution of 
vintage clothing, custom pieces 
and accessories to students and 
faculty.  

Will Garay, a second-semes-
ter marketing major, shared 
his love of fashion and creation 
at the pop-up with his fashion 
brand Toad. Garay air-brushes, 
screen-prints and paints all of 
his pieces by hand and believes 
that authenticity is important 
when it comes to the artistic side 
of fashion.  

“Every single thing here is 
touched by my hands. Nothing 
is ordered online. Money is cool, 
but it’s the art and culture that I 
really like,” Garay said.  

Ryan Sutherland also show-
cased his fashion brand SKRS 
Worldwide, which is geared 
towards racing themes and 
luxury-car aesthetics — an oxy-
moron of his company’s mantra, 
“Speed kills, ride slow.” 

“Life is a journey, and that’s 
pretty much what I put into ev-
ery design. With the journey, 
it has ups and downs. There's 
always bumps in your road,” 
Sutherland said. “Either you 
rush through your journey — 
you may miss some experienc-
es and get to your destination 
quicker — but you may not be 
exactly where you want to be.” 

John Bertenshaw, president 
of Project Fashion, said that al-
though this event aims to fund 
their organization, the bigger 
picture is to support local busi-
nesses and artists from Con-
necticut.  

“This event acts as a fun-
draiser for our organization 
which allows us to host events 
just like this one. It also serves 
to promote and assist smaller 
businesses and organizations 
just beginning to sell product,” 
Bertenshaw said. “Hearing 
from individuals that they were 
happily surprised by what our 
vendors had to offer is always 
a benefit of bringing in various 
companies and products.” 

Bertenshaw said UConn Proj-
ect Fashion Club’s purpose is to 
help create a space for students 
to express themselves and enjoy 
their love of fashion, which was 
exactly the tone of the night.  

“Fashion is self-expression. 
It’s your ideas. It’s the first thing 
people notice about you,” Garay 
said. “People judge you a lot for 
what you wear, so why not wear 
the flyest shit you can?”  

Students can view Garay and 
Sutherland’s work on instagram 
@toad.bpt and @skrsworld-
wide_. 

UConn Project Fashion Club 
meets every other week in ITE 
room 127 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. Individuals are welcomed 
to attend, and can reach out 
through social media @uconnpf 
on Instagram or by email at uco-
nnfashion@gmail.com. 

by Caroline LeCour
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
caroline.lecour@uconn.edu

by Caroline LeCour

UConn Project Fashion 
showcased local designers at 

third-ever pop-up shop

UConn’s 
Project 
Fashion 
club puts 
on a pop 
up shop in 
the Student 
Union 
Ballroom on 
Wednesday, 
March 4. 
The shop 
included 
vendors 
selling 
vintage, 
re-done, 
and custom 
made 
clothes and 
accesories.
PHOTOGRAPH BY MAGGIE 
CHAFOULEAS, ASSOCIATE 
PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY 
CAMPUS
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MARCH MADNESS BEER BRACKET
connecticut craft breweries

by Daily Campus Life Section

As someone who actively tries to avoid watching or participating in any sort of sports-related activity, March Madness has always been fairly meaningless to me. But 
recently, after seeing a few brackets for movies and music, I realized sports fans aren’t the only ones who can get in on the action this month. So I figured I would compile the 
ultimate Connecticut craft brewery bracket. Featured are 16 local brewing companies that will be going head to head. It might be too early for the NCAA Final Four, but it’s 

never too early for beer. 

Southern CT Regional Bracket 

Northern CT Regional Bracket 

Two Roads Brewport Bad Sons Lock City Black Hog Thimble Island Tribus Beer Company New England Brewing Company

Two Roads has 
quickly become 
a local favorite 
when it comes to 
craft beers. The 
Stratford-based 
brewing compa-
ny earns the No. 
1 seed and moves 
past Brewport 
with creations 
such as the Ol’ 
Factory Pils and 
Lil Heaven Ses-
sion IPA. 

BAD SONS Beer 
Company opened 
in Derby, Con-
necticut in 2017 
and it gets the win 
here over Lock 
City, not only for 
its great IPAs like 
Lupefied, but also 
because its name 
is an acronym for 
all the towns in 
Naugatuck Valley, 
which the owners 
call home.  

Black Hog Brew-
ing of Oxford ad-
vances to the Elite 
Eight with its origi-
nals such as the Hog 
Water IPA and Piglet 
Double IPA. Thimble 
Island Brewery and 
Taproom has some 
competitive brews 
of its own, including 
the Lil’ Tug Session 
IPA and the Thimble 
IPA, but Black Hog 
takes this round. 

New England Brew-
ing Company almost 
pulls off the upset here, 
with favorites such as 
the 668 Neighbor of the 
Beast, a Belgian Golden 
Ale that may be refer-
ring to a novel by Lionel 
Fenn, but is really just 
a great beer. However, 
Tribus Beer Co. claims 
the win due to its excel-
lent selection from its 
Baby Cakes Stout to the 
Shuga Mama IPA. 

Two Roads Bad Sons Black Hog Tribus Beer Company

Two Roads Black Hog

Hanging Hills       Connecticut Valley             Back East       City Steam           Alvarium       Fox Farm           Hog River            Elicit

Hanging Hills is located 
in the industrial outskirts of 
Hartford, but boasts several 
fantastic brews such as the 
Hills Pils, Lulu L’Orange, the 
Hartbeat Double IPA and the 
Hartbeast Triple IPA. Hang-
ing Hills also has a few cute 
dogs wandering around 
named Poppy and Wheeler, 
who are two of the found-
ers of Hanging Hills. Con-
necticut Valley has a few of 
its own quality beers on tap, 
but Hanging Hills advances. 

City Steam in down-
town Hartford is a local 
favorite. Brewmaster 
Jeff Pasquale gradu-
ated from UConn in 
2009 and was formally 
trained in the World 
Brewing Academy’s 
Master Brewer pro-
gram. But despite his 
expertise, Back East 
takes this round due to 
its creative concoctions 
such as the Ice Cream 
Man IPA. 

Alvarium Beer Com-
pany has one of my ab-
solute favorite Connecti-
cut craft beers, Nektar. 
This pint has notes of 
caramel, biscuit, herbal 
tea and apricot jam. Fox 
Farm has a wide selec-
tion of its own such as 
Gather, its German-style 
pilsner, but Alvarium 
moves on because it has 
other quality beers like 
Crunchy Roll, Kraft-
werk and Honey Shot. 

Elicit Brewing Company 
in nearby Manchester just 
opened up in November 
and has a great environ-
ment, some good food and a 
great night scene too, with a 
DJ’d second bar upstairs to 
complement the live music 
that often plays on the first 
floor. However, its originals 
aren’t quite as good as Hog 
River in Hartford. Hog River 
takes this round with its Side 
Sleeper Lager, Hartford Pale 
Ale and one of my personal 
favorites, the Local 35 IPA. 

Hanging Hills Back east Alvarium Hog River

Hanging Hills Alvarium

Two Roads conquers Black Hog because of its combination 
of environment and wide selection of quality brews that will 
keep you coming back for more. 

This is certainly the most difficult decision of them all in my opinion, but 
I have to give the nod to Alvarium since Nektar is one of the best craft beers 
on the market. 

Two Roads

Alvarium

Another tough decision, but ultimately, Alvarium of New Britain wins this edition of CT Brewing Company March 
Madness because of its solid environment, competitive price points, great beers and central location.
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Students embraced the warm weather to slack line between two trees on the union lawn.  PHOTO BY ERIN KNAPP, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

CHEETAHS 
CAN’T ROAR, 
BUT THEY 
CAN MEOW 
LIKE HOUSE 
CATS.

FACT VIA /R/ASKREDDITCARTOON BY CONNOR RICKERMANN, STAFF CARTOONIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

I will be the first to admit I am not 
committed to radical action. I have a 
career plan for myself, and I always 
feel like I’m on a tight timeline for it. 
Any delays due to radical action are 
very  hard to justify. They shouldn’t 
stop me, but they do. Look at UC 
Santa Cruz, where over 50 graduate 
students were fired for striking for 
higher pay. Those students are heroes 
for speaking out, but I’m sure they are 
very stressed now that they’ve been, 
well, fired. Mass action more radical 
than superficial marching is swiftly 
punished, and that’s scary. 

What is the way out of this? I am not 
sure. Around the world, though, people 
are increasingly having different 

and more radical attitudes than the 
prevailing thought of America. In 
Chile, protestors are braving violence 
and arrests to call out their laissez-
faire government.  In France, the 
yellow vest protests against rising 
cost of living have been pointed and 
sometimes violent.  Civil disobedience 
in Lebanon has managed to force the 
prime minister to resign and are still 
ongoing. Even without  making any 
value judgment on these protests, it 
can’t be denied that the prolonged 
action in these examples is  more 
radical and effective than some of the 
efforts we have seen in America. 

If the system structurally does not 
work, it must be reset a good amount 
to achieve lasting change. At least in 
America, though, we have yet to learn 
this lesson.  

PROTEST, cont. from p. 4 DISABILITY, cont. from p. 4

PROTEST Honoring those 
with disabilities

If the system structurally 
does not work, it must be 

reset a good amount to 
achieve lasting change. 

At least in America, 
though, we have yet 
to learn this lesson. 

Innocent people, many of 
whose lives were cut short 

at least in part because 
people who were supposed 
to care about them decided 

that their lives would be 
easier if they were dead.  

This was never more clear than in 
a case that happened towards the end 
of last year. Alma Shaver, a woman 
who had dementia, was murdered by 
her husband Richard in what many 
in the media described as a mercy 
killing.   The New York Times wrote 
an article effectively romanticizing the 
murder, talking about how they had 
been soulmates. They decided that it 
didn’t matter that her husband had 
murdered her.   She was disabled and 
he was in pain because she was so that 
made it understandable.   That made 
it somehow more okay  than if you or 
I walked down the street and shot a 
random person.   

Often, the media focuses on the 
caregivers in these cases. They look 
at the husbands and the wives and 
the parents and say oh, but see, it was 

so hard to take care of their relative/
partner/friend. Look how much of a 
burden they were on their families, on 
society, on their friends. They deserved 
to die for that, see? Society and people 
say yes. In 2014, Dr. Phil had a guest 
on his show named Kelli Stapleton. 
Stapleton attempted to murder her 
autistic 14-year-old daughter. Dr. Phil 
recommended “In Kelli’s case…I don’t 
think that serving time behind bars 
is the best solution.” For attempting 
to murder a 14-year-old child, jail was 
going to be too harsh?  

In 2019, 113 people  were murdered 
by their caregivers. At least that many, 
because there are without question 
more whose deaths did not get enough 
media coverage to be noticed. Innocent 
people, many of whose lives were cut 
short at least in part because people 
who were supposed to care about them 
decided that their lives would be easier 
if they were dead.  



Thursday, March 5, 2020 • DailyCampus.com

Sports
09

UConn 
in the 
Pros

by Sebastian Garay-Ortega
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
sebastian.garay-ortega@uconn.edu

Kemba Walker returned to 
action for the Boston Celtics 
Monday night as he contin-
ues to recover from his left 
knee injury. In his 23 min-
utes of action, Walker put 
up 21 points alongside three 
assists and three rebounds. 
Despite his contributions 
and the Celtics’ large lead 
throughout most of the third 
quarter, the Brooklyn Nets 
were able to mount a come-
back and defeat the Celtics 
129-120 in overtime. Walker 
will rest on Wednesday as he 
continues his limited role un-
til his rehab is complete.  

“It’s going to be tough play-
ing limited minutes,” he said 
via the Celtics Twitter ac-
count, “But it’s all about the 
long haul and being healthy 
when it counts.” 

Although the Cleveland 
Cavaliers are set to face the 
Celtics Monday night, for-
mer Husky Andre Drum-
mond will most likely not 
be suited up as he continues 
to battle injuries since his 
move from the Detroit Pis-
tons at the deadline. The last 
time Drummond was in ac-
tion was Feb. 29, putting up a 
double-double with 27 points 
and 13 boards in a 113-104 
loss to the Pacers. As of now, 
there is no timetable for his 
return.  

Rudy Gay played a big part 
in the San Antonio Spurs 
victory over the Charlotte 
Hornets on Tuesday night. 
In his 26 minutes of play off 
the bench, he put up 10 points 
along with seven rebounds 
and two assists. Gay and the 
Spurs will return to action on 
Friday against the Brooklyn 
Nets.  

Transitioning over to base-
ball, George Springer and the 
Houston Astros continued 
their spring training cam-
paign in a 2-1 defeat to the Mi-
ami Marlins on Wednesday. 
UConn alum George Spring-
er went 1-3 at the plate with 
an RBI hit. Nick Ahmed and 
the Arizona Diamondbacks 
fell to the Cleveland Indians 
6-2 in the top of the sixth, 
with Ahmed going 0-6 at 
the plate. Anthony Kay took 
the mound for the Toronto 
Blue Jays on Wednesday, 
giving up four in 0.1 innings 
pitched. Colorado Rock-
ies struck out two and gave 
up two hits in 0.2 innings 
pitched versus the Texas 
Rangers on Wednesday. 

Cornerback Jamar Sum-
mers is proving to be a key 
player for the New York 
Guardians of the XFL, with 
a noteworthy fumble re-
turn for a touchdown in the 
league’s first week of ac-
tion against the Tampa Bay 
Vipers. The Guardians are 
currently coming off of a 17-
14 win over the Los Angeles 
Wildcats on Feb. 29, and are 
set to face the Dallas Ren-
egades on Saturday.  

Major League Soccer 
opened up with former UCo-
nn goalkeeper Andre Blake 
in net for the Philadelphia 
Union. Blake had three saves 
throughout the match but 
couldn’t keep out the two 
that would decide the match, 
with Zdenek Ondrasek and 
Paxton Pomykal pushing 
F.C. Dallas to a 2-0 victory.  

 

 
“It’s going to be 

tough playing limited 
minutes. But it’s all 
about the long haul 
and being healthy 
when it counts.”
CELTICS POINT GUARD

KEMBA WALKER

Mike’d Up: MLB needs 
to televise every game
by Mike Mavredakis
STAFF WRITER
michael.quinn-mavredakis@uconn.edu

MLB Commissioner Rob 
Manfred has made it his mis-
sion to grow the game and ap-
peal to younger fans. He has 
introduced new rules to make 
the pace of play quicker, name-
ly the three-batter minimum 
for relief pitchers and reduced 
mound visits.  

My question is, why has he 
spent so much time trying to 
speed up the game if fans aren’t 
even able to watch their team 
play all of their games? Fans 
cannot engage with a sport if 
they cannot see it.  

Nearly every time I go to turn 
on a spring training baseball 
game during the week, I land 
on MLB.com telling me it’s only 
available on the radio unless I 
pay for an MLB.tv subscrip-
tion.  

Spring twwraining is the 
most exciting time for some 
baseball fans. It’s the only time 
when their otherwise medio-
cre teams have a chance to win 
baseball games. Spring base-
ball is when many fans get their 
first glimpse at the future, as 
lineups are rife with prospects 
getting their first hacks at big 
league pitching.  

Most importantly, spring 
training is where teams begin 
to come together. A baseball 
season is jam-packed with sto-
rylines — that’s what makes it 
entertaining. There are young 
players coming up to put the 
world on notice — like the To-
ronto Blue Jays core of young 
studs on the way — players 
returning from injury, stars 
being stars or even failing to 
live up to their pedigree. There 
are old veterans, like Hunter 
Pence, who have a resurgence 
in their careers, seemingly re-
viving themselves from base-
ball death. 

Spring training is when all 
of these things start to un-
fold. There’s a reason players 
always come to spring in the 
“best shape” of their lives. 

The spring signifies hope, and 
not just for the fans.  

Not only is spring train-
ing really intriguing for the 
story, it’s also a unique time 
in sports when not much else 
is going on. The NFL season 
has already ended and the 
NBA has hit its lull period be-
fore the playoffs. There’s no 
real competition for viewer-
ship, so there’s no reason why 

MLB shouldn’t be throwing 
all of their eggs into the spring 
training basket.  

It is asinine that these games 
aren’t televised. Fans need to 
see the progress in order to 
be invested. I understand that 
there are such things as tele-
vision broadcast rights and 
it’s not that simple. MLB can 
and should mandate in all fu-
ture contracts, however, that 

spring training is televised in 
the future.  

If Manfred and co. really 
cared about inspiring and cre-
ating new fans from the young-
er generation, they would give 
them every opportunity to 
stumble upon this great game. I 
hate to break it to you, Manfred, 
but no young fan is going to 
turn on the radio and listen to a 
game. Not until they are already 
hooked on the product at least.  

Kids are used to seeing con-
tent. If you could go out there 
and find me a kid under 10 
years old that listens to pod-
casts, power to you, but it may 
take a little while. Rule changes 
to the game aren’t going to at-
tract new fans, you have to give 
them access to it. 

Speaking of, even if a fan has 
an MLB.tv subscription, there 
is no guarantee that they’ll 
be able to use it for the games 
they want. I could not watch a 
Boston Red Sox game through 
MLB.tv anyways, because of 
the blackouts.  

Should NESN decide to show 
something else during the 
spring, which they routinely do, 
I’m out of luck. Even during the 
regular season, a game could be 
overshadowed by the Boston 
Bruins. 

People cannot become fans 
of something they can’t see. It’s 
time for MLB to stop messing 
around with minute rule chang-
es and fix the real problems that 
are causing more and more fans 
to drop it for other sports.  

Nearly every time I bring up 
baseball to someone who isn’t a 
die-hard fan, I get the “baseball 
is boring” argument. Maybe it 
wouldn’t be so boring if fans 
had access to the whole picture. 
I might finally have the chance 
to stop wasting my time an-
swering for the sport I love. 

It’s time for MLB to show 
people why the game of base-
ball should command their at-
tention, so their fans don’t have 
to keep doing it for them.  

Televise the damn games and 
lift the blackouts, it’s what’s 
best for baseball. 

Atlanta Braves’ Ronald Acuna Jr., right, and Johan Camargo, left, 
dance in the dugout as they warm up for a spring training base-
ball game against the Tampa Bay Rays, Tuesday, March 3, 2020, in 
Venice, Fla. PHOTO BY ELISE AMENDOLA/AP

Toppin scores 20, leads No. 3 Dayton to 84-57 win over Rhody

Dayton’s Trey Landers (3) scores basket past the defense of Rhode Island’s Jeff Dowtin (11) during 
the first half of an NCAA college basketball game Wednesday, March 4, 2020, in Kingston, R.I. PHOTO BY 
STEW MILNE/AP

KINGSTON, R.I. (AP) — Obi 
Toppin scored 20 points and 
Trey Landers had 14 points and 
14 rebounds for No. 3 Dayton 
on Wednesday night to lead 
the Flyers to their 19th straight 
win, 84-57 over Rhode Island.

Dayton (28-2, 17-0 Atlantic 
10) matched its 1951-52 team 
for the school record in wins, 
and with a victory over George 
Washington on Saturday it 
would finish unbeaten in con-
ference play for the first time in 
program history.

Jeff Dowtin scored 16 points 
for Rhode Island (20-9, 12-5), 
which has lost four of six after 
running off a 10-game winning 
streak.

Toppin had four dunks, in-
cluding a windmill slam that 
made it a 19-point lead with 10 
minutes remaining. When the 
teams met at Dayton on Feb. 11, 
Toppin had a similar dunk over 
his brother, Jacob, a Rhode Is-
land freshman.

But the younger sibling got a 
small bit of payback, blocking 
one of his brother’s dunk at-
tempts (though drawing a foul 
in the process). Jacob Toppin 
finished with five points and 
seven rebounds for the Rams. 

BIG PICTURE
Dayton: The Flyers avoided 

the upsets that have hit many of 
the top-five teams this season 
and remain on track for a po-
tential No. 1 seed in the NCAA 
Tournament.

URI: Fell to 0-2 vs. ranked 
teams this year.

UP NEXT
Dayton: Finishes the regular 

season at home against George 
Washington on Saturday.

URI: Plays at Massachusetts 
on Saturday in the regular-sea-
son finale.
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Photo of the Day  |  A senior send off

In the first game of a home-and-home series, the Huskies came from behind to beat UMass in the final minute and a half last Friday on Senior Night  PHOTO BY MIKE MAVREDA-
KIS, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Gilson’s Sports Guide: UConn athletics is entering a new era 
by Conner Gilson
STAFF WRITER
conner.gilson@uconn.edu

For the past 20 years, UConn 
athletics has been defined by the 
success of our men’s and women’s 
basketball programs. The school 
was so dominant for so long that 
we have been aptly named the 
“Basketball Capital of the World,” 
and a world without at least the 
women’s team reaching the Final 
Four has not existed since 2007. 
But for what seems like the first 
time in those two decades of domi-
nance, the Huskies’ talents expand 
beyond the basketball court.  

Last semester my colleague An-
drew wrote his column about why 
everyone at UConn should attempt 
to get to at least one field hockey 
game, but I’m here to implore you 
to get to as many sporting events 
as you possibly can. Along with 
our ever-impressive basketball 
teams, the Huskies boast one of 
the top field hockey programs in 
the country, two incredibly com-
petitive and entertaining hockey 
teams and a baseball and softball 
program that are poised to build 
off impressive 2019s and turn 
some heads. These are just a few 
of the up-and-coming teams that 
complement our basketball pro-
grams, but if simply naming them 
isn’t enough, here are some rea-
sons why you need to see what else 
is going on in UConn athletics. 

Men’s and 
Women’s Basketball: 

I decided to combine these two 
because they are the sport every-
one knows about and even your 
grandma talks about. They are 
what makes UConn UConn, and 
while they have each found them-
selves in a bit of a respective rut 
compared to their normal domi-
nance (especially the women), a 
new era starts next year for them 
both. 

The men are losing Christian 
Vital and potentially Alterique 
Gilbert, the hearts and souls of 
this team for the past few years, 
but they should feel comfortable 
knowing they have guys more 
than capable of filling their shoes. 
Along with rising stars James 
Bouknight, Jalen Gaffney and 
Akok Akok, the Huskies have 
four-star recruit Andre Jackson 
and three-star recruit Javonte 
Brown-Ferguson coming in to add 
more depth to an already talented 
young core. The end of the tunnel 
is near for the men, as their recent 
hot streak this year has shown 
them to be one of the most exciting 
teams in all of college basketball. 
They are just a couple pieces away. 

Make sure you find time to 
make it out to the games so you can 
say you were there before they got 
big again. 

The women’s slump doesn’t look 
like what a normal team would de-
fine as such. In fact, 12 straight Fi-
nal Fours and an undefeated con-
ference record would be incredible 
for some, but that is not the UConn 
way. Next year the team will be 

without Crystal Dangerfield, Kyla 
Irwin, Molly Bent, Batouly Ca-
mara and Evelyn Adebayo, but 
with Paige Bueckers, the nation’s 
No. 1 recruit coming in along with 
transfer Evina Westbrook and 
another year of experience for the 
rest of the Huskies squad don’t 
expect it to take too long before 
they cross that final hurdle and get 
back to the team that we saw in the 
beginning of the century. 

Both of these teams are poised 
for success, but that’s what every-
one expects, so let’s check in else-
where. 

Field Hockey: 

Two words: National. Cham-
pionships. UConn’s field hockey 
team has won three national titles 
in the past seven years, and in two 
of the four years they did not make 

the championship, they were 
competing in the third-place con-
solation game. The Huskies’ five 
titles rank them No. 4 amongst all 
schools, but their success is more 
recent and dominant than all but 
North Carolina. Additionally, 
UConn has finished atop the Big 
East Conference in seven of the 
past eight years while winning the 
conference tourney in all eight sea-
sons. With a dominant program 
like this comes equally dominant 
players to watch, which is exactly 
the case for the Huskies. 

All-American Sophie Hamilton 
and Big East Conference goalie of 
the year Cheyenne Sprecher are 
returning among other big names. 
Hamilton finished second on the 

team in points during her first 
season and will only improve with 
the offense revolving around her. 
Meanwhile on the defensive end, 
Sprecher led all of college field 
hockey in save percentage and will 
likely continue to build off of that 
heading into her junior year. Suc-
cess should continue for UConn 
through these two as well as the 
whole team, but it comes especially 
easy when led by the winningest 
field hockey coach of all time Nan-
cy Stevens.  

Home games are played at the 
Sherman Family Complex. Go see 
the success for yourself. 

Men’s Hockey: 

If you asked me even just a 
year ago if I would give two hoots 
about what was going on with the 
men’s hockey team, the answer 

improved arena for the team to 
compete in to replace their current 
situation of Mark Freitas. 

Baseball: 

Coming off back-to-back exits 
in the Regional Final of the NCAA 
tournament, UConn’s baseball 
team entered the 2020 season hun-
gry. After being relatively slept-on 
for the past several seasons, the 
Huskies burst onto the scene by 
winning three out of four games 
against No. 1 Michigan. That’s 
right. Three out of four. Against 
No. 1 Michigan. If that isn’t enough 
to get you excited as a sports fan, 
I don’t know what is. When hot, 
they are one of the best teams in the 
sport, and with a pretty young core 
leading the way, they will only get 
better in the coming seasons. 

Also, have you seen Elliot Ball-
park? UConn’s brand-new base-
ball field might be the most beauti-
ful thing I have ever seen and is a 
major upgrade from the field they 
were using previously. It is just 
one feature of the new Rizzo Fam-
ily Complex that should make the 
entire experience of the game even 
better and really bring in the fans 
to give this team the support they 
deserve. 

Softball: 

Last but absolutely not least on 
this list is the softball team. They 
don’t have a jaw-dropping field to 
play on nor do they have any star 
player that will blow you out of 
the water, but they are just flat out 
good. The Huskies are off to an 
11-4 start including a six-game win 
streak in which they outscored op-
ponents 42-9. Their 11 wins thus far 
are already halfway to their most 
wins since 2013, and with 37 games 
left, they are almost sure to reach 
that benchmark. This is in large 
part due to their offense looking 
unstoppable at times, but what re-
ally carries the team has been their 
defense and pitching. 

UConn’s fielding percentage and 
team ERA rank in the top two of 
the American Athletic Conference 
with pitchers Megan O’Neil and 
Marybeth Olson both placing in 
the top five in individual ERA and 
Devon Casazza leading the confer-
ence in fielding percentage. 

Like I said, they are not going to 
wow you with a particular play, but 
if you are looking for good sound 
softball, they are sure to provide. 
Their games are on campus with 
the series spanning three to four 
games over a three-day span, so ev-
eryone can and should make it to at 
least one. 

UConn athletics has officially 
moved past its “Basketball Capital 
of the World” era into a brand new 
and exciting one where each sport 
is achieving its highest potential. 
I don’t know about the rest of the 
UConn community, but nothing 
gets my blood pumping like a good 
sporting event, so please take ad-
vantage while UConn athletics is 
nearing its peak, and even more 
importantly, while you still get into 
the games for free. 

probably would have been a con-
fused no. Sure I’ve always found 
the sport interesting, but the lack 
of a team or players I particularly 
cared about made it difficult to get 
into. Fast forward to spring 2020, 
though, and that same team is who 
I am most excited to sit down and 
watch.  

Competing in the same confer-
ence as top schools like Boston 
College, Boston University, North-
eastern and UMass, people don’t 
often give the Huskies a second 
glance. But here we are, now just 
one game away from the confer-
ence tournament, and UConn sits 
at No. 4 and is on the verge of host-
ing for the first time since joining 
the conference in 2014. At UConn, 

programs like women’s basketball 
and field hockey pride themselves 
on consistency, but what makes 
the hockey team so exciting is their 
unpredictability.  

They got off to a rough start this 
season, sitting at 2-5-1, but they 
have now won eight of their last 
10, including big wins against No. 
9 UMass and No. 15 Maine. This 
will also be the Huskies’ first sea-
son with a record of at least .500 
since joining Hockey East. This 
team has proven they can compete 
with the best, is doing some par-
ticularly amazing things as of late 
and deserves a fanbase that shows 
that. 

Women’s Hockey: 

A team that has proven they can 
handle the spotlight is women’s 
hockey. The Huskies totaled their 

most wins (18) since their 2015-16 
season and have now made it to 
the semifinals of the Hockey East 
tournament after upsetting No. 4 
Boston College. The team is led by 
upperclassmen Natalie Snodgrass 
and Catherine Crawley who rank 
No. 7 and No.11 in the conference in 
points respectively, but it is the flu-
idity and skill that the team plays 
with that makes them as good as 
they are. 

This team looks like it improves 
every time they touch the ice and 
will definitely be the one to keep 
an eye on not only through the 
rest of this season but for the next 
several years. And if that alone 
isn’t enough for you, UConn is in 
the works of building a new and 

The UConn field hockey pro-
gram has not only established 
itself as a team on campus, 
but one of the best programs 
in the entire country.  PHOTO BY 
KEVIN LINDSTROM, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE 
DAILY CAMPUS

The women’s hockey team 
is improving each season 

and has an exciting weekend 
with the conference semifi-

nals.  PHOTO BY KEVIN LINDSTROM, STAFF 
WRITER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Roundtable: Dream sporting event to witness
by DC Sports Staff
sports@dailycampus.com

The cumulation of March 
Madness is the Final Four, 
one of the most sought out 
sporting events of the year. 
It joins the likes of the Super 
Bowl, the World Series, the 
NBA Finals and the World 
Cup Final in both its rarity of 
occurrence and attendance. 
So this raises the question, 
what is your ideal sport-
ing event to attend? The DC 
Sports staff gives its takes on 
the matter.

 In this April 14, 2019, file 
photo, Tiger Woods reacts as 
he wins the Masters golf tour-
nament in Augusta, Ga. PHOTO BY 
DAVID J. PHILLIP/AP

Sean Janos 
Staff Writer 

I think the Daily Campus 
staff is expecting me to say this, 
but my dream is to go to a Mas-
ters Tournament. The Masters 
is one of, if not THE, most exclu-
sive events in sports. It is per-
sonally my favorite golf event to 
watch every year and might just 
objectively be the very best one. 
Augusta National Golf Club, 
the perennial host of the Mas-
ters, is at the top of my bucket 
list for golf courses to see for its 
rich history and breathtaking 
majesty. The food is notoriously 
scrumptious, which is rare for a 
sporting event. Augusta’s con-
cessions are famous for their 
pimento-cheese sandwich, and 
in my sports fantasy I am chow-
ing down on one of those, sitting 
at Amen Corner, surrounded by 
those beautiful pink azaleas. 

Ashton Stansel 
Campus Correspondent 

If I could go to any sporting 
event, I would probably go to 
the League of Legends World 
Championship. It’s without 
question one of the top three 
Esports events of the year, the 
other two being The Interna-
tional for Dota 2 and which-
ever Counter Strike major has 
the more interesting story in 
the final. While both of those 
are tempting, I’m unable to 
get past the sheer atmosphere 
of the Worlds Finals. Ideally, 
I would be watching Cloud9 
or another North American 
team dominate, but no matter 
the teams, there is no sport-
ing event that I would rather 
experience than that.  

Jorge Eckardt 
Staff Writer 

There is no greater general 
sporting event in the world than 
attending a ballgame, so the best 
of the best is easily a World Se-
ries. To get specific: World Series, 
Game 7, Mets versus Yankees, in 
Queens. That’s right, I want to go to 
a winner-takes-all Subway Series, 
preferably at Citi Field. The Mets 
versus Yankees rivalry is one of the 
best in all of sports, and if you’ve 
ever been to a regular-season Sub-
way Series, you know those are 
already a great time. Now imagine 
this time, instead of Mets and Yan-
kees fans talking smack to each 
other on Twitter, they’re watching 
side-by-side in a 40,000+ capacity 
stadium, knowing one of them will 
go home heartbroken. I know fans 
got to experience this in 2000, but 
being one year old at the time, I’m 
not exactly able to remember it. It’s 
time for a rematch, and this time I 
think the Amazins take it. 

Jonathan Synott 
Campus Correspondent 

In terms of excitement, I look no 
further than the Winter X Games. 
Taking all of the greatest events 
from the Winter Olympics and 
tacking on other extreme sports, 
this is the ultimate mixture of dan-
ger and skill. New world records 
for competition are set almost ev-
ery year, so you are bound to wit-
ness history. To those who wonder 
why I didn’t just choose the Win-
ter Olympics, I say that the overall 
vibe of the X Games surpasses that 
of the Olympics. While the latter 
has its rich history dating back 
thousands of years, the former is 
filled with the present and future. 
Also, you can see as many events 
as you want, unlike the Olympics. 
An entire weekend filled with 
Monster Energy drinks, double 
McTwists, and concerts head-
lined by Rae Sremmurd sounds 
like the overall worthwhile and 
more “rad” experience.

Mike Mavredakis 
Staff Writer 

Jorge hit the nail on the head 
with this one. Going to a baseball 
or softball game and getting to sink 
into the cold metal bleachers is an 
other-worldly experience. Your 
back hurts by the third inning, and 
your hand starts to hurt, but you 
can’t tell if it’s from the clapping or 
the spring chill coursing through 
your bones. Baseball is so peaceful 
sometimes, in part because of the 
downtime. It’s just you, a ball and 
30 to 40 thousand of your friends. 
It’s the ultimate people-watching 
exercise. You can lock in on and 
player for the game, and seeing 
their movements will tell you a sto-
ry. Whether it’s Dustin Pedroia’s 
famed pre-pitch jumps at second 
base or just the way teammates tell 
each other the outs through quirky 
dance moves — there’s a story. The 
characters involved are so different 
from the first pitch to the last, hav-
ing dealt with the stress of striking 
out, dropping a key line drive or 
even trying to calm the ego boost 
that comes with hitting a home run 
in the previous at-bat. There are so 
many ebbs and flows and that’s 
what makes baseball great. There’s 
always a story if you just look for it.

Huskies to honor seniors
SENIORS, cont. from p. 12

“We have to play incredibly 
well to beat a team of this cali-
ber,” he added in anticipation of 
a physical game. 

Mills remains the top scorer 
for Houston with 13.3 points per 
game. Nate Hinton, a sophomore, 
grabs a team-best nine rebounds 
a game while Jarreau’s average of 
3.8 assists leads the way. 

“Be ourselves,” Vital, the 
reigning conference Player of 
the Week, said of Thursday’s 
gameplan. “Just keep doing what 
we’ve been doing. Play hard on 
defense, rebounding, sharing 
the ball and making shots. That 
helps.” 

Whaley has been heavily re-
lied on since he was inserted 
into the starting lineup and that 
will not change come Thurs-

day night. In his four games as 
a starter, Whaley is averaging 
15 points, 9.2 rebounds and 2.3 
blocks while shooting 64.7% 
from the floor. 

James Bouknight, the only 
player not named Vital to aver-
age double-digit points (13.0) 
has been a force of late. He threw 
down a vicious dunk last time 
out to complete a freshman-
to-freshman alley-oop and is 
scoring nearly 16 points a game 
against conference opponents. 
The Huskies, winners of four of 
their last five games, seem to be 
clicking at the right time with the 
conference tournament just two 
games away. 

“They’re aware that we’re 
playing in a meaningful game 
that could get us a better seed in 
the conference tournament and 
just continue to build on what’s 
been a much better season for 

this program than we’ve had re-
cently,” Hurley said. 

Vital, who is glad a top-25 team 
will be on the floor for his final 
home game, still has his sight on 
a postseason tournament and 
no, not the NIT. 

“Not whatever tournament, 
the NCAA tournament,” Vital 
said on his goal. “You don’t play 
to go to the NIT or anywhere 
else. It’ll mean everything. I 
haven’t played there, the school 
hasn’t been there since I’ve been 
here, so that’s the way I kinda 
want to pay back for my time, 
just help the young guys get to 
the tournament because I know 
what it’s like to not be in it.” 

The Huskies and Cougars 
are expected to tip off at 7 p.m. 
Thursday in front of a near sold-
out crowd. The game will be 
aired on CBS Sports Network. 

With rampant injuries, Brendan Adams has had an important role of late in the Huskies’ four-
guard lineups  PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

More mic’d up 
players, please
MLB, cont. from p. 12

them to ask their parents to sign 
up for Little League next year. 

We often forget that these guys 
we see on a TV screen or from the 
stands are real, imperfect human 
beings. They get lonely in the 
outfield (shout out Charlie Black-
mon’s honesty), misplay fly balls 
and strike out on pitches right 
down the middle. For the MLB, 
which has always struggled to 
paint their stars as charismatic, 
lovable human beings, throw-
ing microphones on their jerseys 
might just be the perfect solution. 

Now of course, it’s not perfect. 
For one, Pete Alonso dropped an 
f-bomb on live TV on Wednes-
day. That’s not a great look for 
ESPN in the moment. However, 
the general reaction to Alonso’s 
segment was overwhelmingly 
positive.  

The bigger issue is whether 
it’s a harmful distraction. Spring 
training and All-Star games are 
one thing, regular season and 
postseason is another. I certainly 
don’t expect anybody to be mic’d 
up in the bottom of the ninth 
in Game 7 of the World Series 
anytime soon. But in a 162-game 
regular season? I see absolutely 
no issue with mic’ing up players 
in the middle of games. 

Only people who don’t un-
derstand baseball will tell you 
that all the fielders do is stand 
around for three hours. But, as 
Blackmon humorously acknowl-
edged, there is inevitably a lot of 
down time. Does having a micro-
phone and earpiece in one ear re-
ally distract enough to prevent an 
outfielder from making a play? I 
don’t think so. 

I will say that mic’d up plate 
appearances would be signifi-
cantly tougher to introduce in the 
regular season. It’s not realistic 
to expect the pure gold we got 
from Kris Bryant and Anthony 
Rizzo on Monday, highlighted 
by Rizzo jokingly asking some-

one to “bang for him” on a trash 
can. I mean, one of the best play-
ers in baseball taking shots at the 
Astros, mid at-bat, on live televi-
sion? That’s simply incredible en-
tertainment. 

As much as Rizzo and Bryant 
absolutely knocked it out of the 
park, I understand the need to 
zone out all distractions while in 
the batter’s box. Maintaining a 
conversation with the commen-
tators in one moment and hitting 
a 100 mile-per-hour heater in the 
next moment probably isn’t going 
to work.  

But it’s absolutely feasible to 
have mic’d up fielders, and who 
knows? If a game is a complete 
blowout and you get a pressure-
free, mostly meaningless at-bat 
late in the game? I think that’s 
most certainly doable. Bryant 
himself said after Monday’s mic’d 
up session that it was “one of the 
most fun games I’ve ever played,” 
but he did question its practical-
ity in meaningful games. 

“Probably not,” Bryant said, 
when asked if it could work in the 
regular season. “I’m just think-
ing of someone on the infield do-
ing it and they boot a ball and you 
lose the game. Imagine that. … As 
much as it is awesome and the 
fans would love it, I don’t think it 
would work.” 

Agree to disagree, Mr. Bry-
ant. Of course, it would have to 
completely be voluntary, and I’m 
sure some players would object. 
The fear that it completely takes 
players out of the game and could 
result in the sort of catastrophe 
that Bryant is talking about, is a 
reasonable reaction to something 
which, at the moment at least, is 
so foreign — but it doesn’t have 
to be. 

It seems each day, the future 
of baseball gets a little murkier. 
Mic’d up stars is one of the few 
truly exciting innovations to 
come out of baseball in the last 
few years. For my sake, and for 
baseball’s sake, I really hope we 
get to hear more of it soon.
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ryan cordell stan squad (22) 
@whutyearisit
I can’t believe the mets have a group of 
players who are talented, personable, lik-
able and genuinely good people all at the 
same time

UConn is home
@NoEscalators
This Seton Hall - Nova game is awesome. 
Imagine voluntarily watching two other 
teams in your conference play? What a 
world

THIS WEEK IN UCONN SPORTS

Men’s Hockey
Friday @ 7:15 p.m.

Lowell, MA

  @

            Baseball 
Friday @ 2 pm

PC Baseball Complex

 @
Gampel Pavilion       

7 p.m.            
           

vs.

@uconn
Thirty-fi ve years ago Geno Auriemma and 
Chris Dailey ’99 MA created a legacy 

Basketball

TWEETS OF THE DAY

INSTAGRAM OF THE DAY

Redshirt senior Drake 
Hull was able to lead the 
Huskies to an eighth place 
finish in the Fort Lauder-
dale Intercollegiate Tour-
nament. The team shot 
5-under par 283 in the sec-
ond round, and finished 
Tuesday with a 2-under 
par 286 to secure their po-
sition at eighth.  

The Huskies shot an ag-
gregate 7-over, 302-283-
286 for a grand total of 
871. Hull fired a second 
consecutive 1-under 71 on 
Tuesday, finishing with a 
1-over, 75-71-71, to finish 
with 217, tied for 21st place. 
His performance gave him 
10 rounds of par-or-better 
for the year.  

Junior Jack Boulger also 
finished in a 26th place tie. 
He shot a 2-over, 76-70-72 
to finish at 218. This is his 
third and fourth rounds 
this season for par-or-bet-
ter. Moreover, sophomore 
Jared Nelson finished four 
spots below Boulgar in a 
tie for 30th place. Nelson 
hit a 3-over, 77-71-71 to to-
tal 219. As a result, his to-
tal of par-or-better rounds 
was topped to seven for the 
year.  

Another tie for 44th 
place came when junior 
Finn Boynton shot a 7-over 
for the day, 74-77-72 for 
a total of 223, which in-
cluded his second round of 
par-or-better. Redshirt ju-
nior Chandler Morris fin-
ished in a tie for 59th as he 
shot a 12-over for the day 
at 77-71-80, finishing with 
228. This gave him a fifth 
round of par-or-better for 
the year.  

UConn freshman Logan 
Broyles competed as an in-
dividual and finished with 
a 25-over, 83-81-77 to total 
241. 

UConn’s next tourna-
ment is set for March 27 
through 29 at the Furman 
Intercollegiate, with com-
petition taking place at the 
Furman University Golf 
Club in Greenville, South 
Carolina. 

UConn 
finishes 8th 
at the Fort 
Lauderdale 
Intercollegiate 
Tournament 
by Sebastian Garay-Ortega
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
sebastian.garay-ortega@uconn.edu

Men’s Basketball: Huskies take on 
No. 21 Cougars on Senior Night 

Column: We need more mic’d up MLB 

by Kevin Arnold
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
kevin.arnold@uconn.edu

Christian Vital will be one of six Huskies honored Thursday night when Houston comes to Storrs. PHOTO BY ERIC WANG, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE 
DAILY CAMPUS

With dreams of the Big East 
on the horizon, the UConn men 
will play their final home game 
in The American when they host 
No. 21 Houston Thursday on Se-
nior Night. 

Though Christian Vital is the 
only true senior on scholarship, 
UConn will honor five others 
alongside The American’s all-
time leader in made 3-pointers: 
Redshirt junior Alterique Gil-
bert, walk-on Temi Aiyegbusi, 
student assistant coach Mama-
dou Diarra and team manag-
ers Paul Wettemann and Justin 
Eaddy. 

“When we look back down the 
line here and we’re accomplish-
ing great things here, this is the 
foundation,” Dan Hurley said 
Wednesday afternoon. “These 
guys laid the foundation; Chris-
tian, Alterique if in fact he is not 
back to play again in a UConn 
uniform beyond this year, and 
senior managers. The way that 

they’ve battled the character and 
the culture that they’ve helped us 
establish. Al’s a huge part of that, 
Christian’s a huge part of that.” 

Gilbert’s fourth year has not 
gone as he had planned. After a 
slow start to the season he lost 
his starting spot to freshman 
Jalen Gaffney. Hurley has done 
nothing but praise the veteran 
for the way he’s handled the situ-
ation and remained a leader, but 
acknowledges Gilbert has a deci-
sion to make come season’s end, 
with another year of eligibility 
remaining. 

“He has a number of options at 
the end of this year and we just 
wanted to make sure he got the 
proper send off in case this is his 
last home game,” Hurley said. 

Gilbert has been dealing with 
back spasms since the Hus-
kies’ (17-12, 8-8 The American) 
21-point rout of the ECU Pirates 
last weekend, leaving him as 
a game-time decision after not 
practicing the last two days. 
With Sid Wilson out indefinitely 
due to suspension, UConn very 
well may take the floor with only 

six scholarship players, but that 
doesn’t bother Hurley. 

“You have to earn the right to 
wear a UConn uniform,” Hur-
ley said. “To wear that on game 
night, to represent the state of 
Connecticut, to represent the 
storied basketball programs of 
this place. Just because we may 
only have six guys if Al can’t go, 
I’m not just throwing Sid Wil-
son out there or any player. You 
have to earn the right to wear the 
uniform at a place like this or any 
place that I coach.” 

A short-handed Huskies team 
may spell trouble against the No. 
21 team in the latest AP poll. The 
Cougars (22-7, 12-4 The Ameri-
can) won by four when they 
hosted UConn back in January. 
In the final minutes, Hurley was 
not allowed to sub in Josh Carl-
ton for Aiyegbusi, who ended 
up with the ball in his hands for 
the game-tying shot, which he 
missed. Hurley said the lack of 
knowledge of the rule (Carlton 
should have been allowed to en-
ter the game) left him a bit “bit-
ter,” while Aiyegbusi was grate-

ful for the opportunity. 
“To be able to say in my four 

years here I played versus a top 
25 team on national television 
and I was in that position in the 
first place, like, not too many 
people in my position are able to 
say something like that in life,” 
Aiyegbusi said. “So I was very 
grateful for the experience.” 

Caleb Mills scored 20 off the 
bench in that game to help secure 
Houston’s fourth-consecutive 
win over UConn. DeJon Jarreau 
tied Isaiah Whaley with 11 re-
bounds and dished out a game-
high eight assists. Since then, the 
Cougars have won seven of their 
last 10 and currently sit tied-for-
first in the conference standings. 

“I don’t think it’s ever good 
to play Houston,” Hurley said. 
“They’ve been the class of the 
league. They have the type of 
team and program right now, the 
way they show up and the type 
of success they have and what 
they’ve put on film, they’re the 
barometer of this conference.” 

Pete Alonso during the second 
inning of a spring training 
baseball game Sunday, March 
1, 2020.PHOTO BY JEFF ROBERSON/AP

by Andrew Morrison
SPORTS EDITOR
andrew.morrison@uconn.edu

We’re used to hearing from 
professional athletes in certain 
settings. Namely, before, after 
and between games. But dur-
ing the game? That’s mostly un-
heard of.  

We’re also used to another 
thing: Major League Baseball 
seemingly doing everything in 
its power to drive baseball to 
obscurity. When Rob Manfred 
and Co. try to innovate, it’s usu-
ally some horrendous idea that’s 
immediately met with outrage. 
And baseball has never been 
nearly as good as, say, the NBA, 
in marketing its stars — in fact, 
it’s been downright awful. 

But this week, both of those 
familiar tropes have been chal-
lenged, with the return of mic’d 
up players during spring train-
ing. This isn’t your typical mic’d 
up athlete segment, like in the 

NFL where a player wears a mic 
at all times and they chop up the 
best moments into a montage of 
sorts. This is live, in real-time, 
banter from the players at the 
plate or in the field, chatting it up 
with commentators and some-
times other teammates or oppo-
nents. 

MLB has experimented with 
the format several times in re-
cent years. Remember when, 
during 2018 spring training, 
Mookie Betts exclaimed, “I ain’t 
getting this one, boys!” as he 
chased down a rope into the out-
field? I absolutely loved it — and 
that’s saying something, because 
I hate the Red Sox. 

That moment — and a couple 
others from that year’s spring 
training — brought a rare spot-
light to baseball’s stars. It’s 
ironic, isn’t it, that baseball had 
more personality and character 
in March than it did at any point 
in the regular season. 

The mic’d up highlights were 
even better (and from a business 
standpoint, more viral) in last 
year’s All-Star game. Freddie 
Freeman pleading with Justin 
Verlander to groove a meat-
ball, Christian Yelich and Cody 
Bellinger admiring each other’s 
phenomenal seasons, a trio of 
Astros poking fun at each other. 

Okay, so maybe that last one 
didn’t age so well. But what’s so 
special about these moments is 
that we get to see the players as 
human. Batters guessing about 
what pitch is next, outfielders 
admiring their cutoff throws, 
first basemen wondering if their 
foot was still on the bag.  

This is the type of stuff that 
young Little Leaguers can 
watch and be reminded that the 
pros aren’t that different from 
themselves. And for the kids not 
in baseball, it might just inspire 

See SENIORS, p. 11

See MLB, p. 11




