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Subsidy for athletics department capped at $41 million
The University Senate 

passed a motion that capped 
the university subsidy to the 
athletics department Monday. 
The motion capped the subsidy 
for fiscal year 2021 at $41 mil-
lion, the same amount as this 
year.   

The motion also requested 
they present a plan to re-
duce their subsidy by at least 
$15 million within the next 
10 years at the May Univer-
sity Senate meeting. They also 
asked athletics to present an 
annual report on their prog-
ress at the first meeting of the 
year, including that year’s sub-
sidy “clearly noted,” according 
to the motion.  

When questioned on the 
impact of this decision, the 
university and athletic depart-
ment deferred to a statement 
sent to the NCAA earlier this 
year. 

“The bottom-line figure is 
not a comprehensive illustra-
tion of the many ways in which 
UConn Athletics continues to 
work toward greater financial 
self-sufficiency over time,” the 
statement said. “Reducing the 
athletic subsidy to a level that is 
in line with our peers remains 
our long-term goal, and one 
that helps shape our decision-
making process every day.” 

In January the Hartford 
Courant’s Alex Putterman re-
ported that athletics ran at a 
$42.3 million deficit. Namely, 
the football program cost $13.3 
million more than it earned 
outright in 2019, per the Hart-
ford Courant.  

The increased deficit seems 
to be a result of increased 
tuition costs, and therefore 
scholarship costs, as well as 
“declining conference and me-
dia licensing revenue”. The 
American Athletic Confer-
ence has a television deal with 
ESPN+ that was extended for 
the next 12 years, starting in 
2020-21 according to a confer-
ence release.

“It is worth noting that a 
large portion of this deficit in 
recent years ($17.7 MM in FY 
19) has been associated with 
student scholarships, includ-
ing a $790,000 increase in 
scholarship cost in the past 
year,” the statement said. 

This past July UConn an-
nounced they were moving 
conferences to the Big East 
and, as a result, have to pay out 
an exit fee from The American 
totaling $17 million over mul-
tiple years. The Hartford Cou-
rant also reported that UConn 
will have to pay a $3.5 million 
entrance fee into their new 
conference.  

“As we have said in the past, 
the Division of Athletics is con-
tinually working to identify 

savings, drive up revenue, and 
address other factors within its 
control to help close this gap,” 
the statement said. 

A piece of those savings 
comes in the form of payroll. 
The athletic department not-
ed that they decreased “pay-
roll and operating costs” by 
$1 million. At the same time, 
per the release, the university 
increased athletic donations 
from $10.4 million to $14.4 
million from FY 18 to FY 19, a 
jump of 38.5%. 

“While FY 20 projections 
point to athletics requiring a 
similar amount of University 
support, we project that athlet-
ics revenue will increase and 
we will be in a much improved 
situation financially in FY 21, 
requiring a smaller subsidy,” 
the statement said. 

by Mike Mavredakis
STAFF WRITER
michael.quinn-mavredakis@uconn.edu

The University of Connecticut’s University Senate capped the 
athletic department’s subsidy at the current level of $41 million 
and requested a plan is presented to lower it by $15 million over 
the next 10 years. FILE PHOTO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

“We project that 
athletics revenue 
will increase and 
we will be in a 
much improved 
situation 
financially in FY 
21, requiring a 
smaller subsidy.”
UCONN ATHLETICS DEPARTMENT

Research: UConn researchers 
3-D print micro water filters 

Researchers at the University 
of Connecticut led by associate 
professor of chemical engineer-
ing Jeffrey McCutcheon are pio-
neering new ways to purify wa-
ter.  

The McCutcheon Lab focuses 
on membrane separations, which 
is the process of using very thin 
materials as tiny filters. Dr. Mc-
Cutcheon explained that the lab 
specifically looks at membrane-
based water desalination. 

“We work in a topic area called 
membrane separations. So this 
covers all areas of separations, 
from water treatment to fuels 
production to gas separation. My 
primary core expertise is desali-
nation and water treatment for 
most of my career,” McCutcheon 
said. 

Desalination of water is one 
of the most promising water fil-
tration technologies, and most 
of it is based in reverse osmosis. 
Reverse osmosis is the process 
by which dirty water is pushed 
through a membrane to filter it. 
With the average American us-
ing 80-100 gallons of water per 
day, water filtration is an espe-
cially important topic in chemical 
engineering.  

The McCutcheon lab research-
es how to create the most efficient 
membranes for desalination.  

McCutcheon explained that 
part of his research looks at 3-D 
printing some of those materials.  

“3-D printing is all the rage 
right now across all industrial 
sectors. Everyone wants to do 
what’s called additive manufac-
turing. We developed a way to 
make membranes through an 
additive manufacturing process 
which we refer to as 3-D printing 
because that’s the buzzword peo-

ple use today,” McCutcheon said.  
McCutcheon said 3-D print-

ing membranes was a big break-
through for the lab.  

“The technology has applica-
tions beyond just water. We’re 
very happy talking about it now, 
and I have a number of students 
who are working in the area still,” 
McCutcheon said.  

As for advice he would give to 
undergraduates interested in re-
search, McCutcheon emphasized 
the importance of resilience. 

“If I wanted to give a specific 
piece of advice, I think it’s to have 
a thick skin. When you’re in re-
search, be prepared for people to 
tell you that all your ideas are bad 
… Be prepared nine times out of 10 
to be told no,” McCutcheon said.  

McCutcheon said that humil-
ity is key in learning from one’s 
mistakes. 

“Always know that you don’t 
know everything … when I pres-
ent a seminar at a school or a con-
ference, I will then tune it or tailor 
it and improve it for next time. I’m 

constantly updating my stuff be-
cause I know I have to improve. I 
want all people who work in re-
search to know that they all have 
to continuously improve,” Mc-
Cutcheon said.  

McCutcheon also encouraged 
students to look into the resourc-
es surrounding entrepreneur-
ship on campus so as to spread 
their research to others. 

“If we’re scientists, our job is to 
disseminate our information as 
much as possible and make sure 
it gets out there where it can do 
some good,” McCutcheon said. 

McCutcheon emphasized the 
importance of using research for 
the benefit of the state. 

“There’s an opportunity here 
to take what UConn does in the 
bowels of its research labs — 
across the hall, across these fancy 
buildings that the state’s paying 
for — let’s find a way to make it 
do something for the state.” Mc-
Cutcheon said. “Our charge is 
to be an economic engine for the 
state.”

UConn chemical engineering professor Jeffrey McCutcheon and 
his team are looking at new ways to purify water. PHOTO COURTESY OF 
UCONN

by Grace McFadden
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
grace.mcfadden@uconn.edu 

Professors create an 
alternative to healing 
liver injury

Research conducted at the 
University of Connecticut on 
damaged livers has found that 
people with chronic diseases 
do not need to stop medication 
while they heal from drug-in-
duced liver damage. 

Xiaobo Zhong, a toxicol-
ogy professor in the school of 
pharmacy and José Manautou, 
department head of pharma-
ceutical sciences and profes-
sor of toxicology, has worked 
in collaboration with a team 
of experts to study the effects 
of liver damage on mice and a 
liver’s natural ability to regen-
erate.  

by Naiela Suleiman
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
naiela.suleiman@uconn.edu

“The work 
that we did in 
collaboration with 
Zhong’s lab was 
to understand if a 
liver that has been 
injured has the 
capacity to handle 
and metabolize 
pharmaceuticals 
that are used to 
treat patients 
with things like 
diabetes and 
psychological 
conditions”
JOSÉ MANAUTOU

“The questions we address 
are, that if a patient that has 
developed liver injury by tak-
ing an overdose of a medica-
tion, like acetaminophen for 
example, what is the capacity 
of those individuals to han-
dle medications and metabo-
lize them when they are also 
undergoing liver recovery?” 
Manautou said.  

Zhong said when a per-
son takes an oral medication, 
the liver is the first place the 
medication goes so it can me-
tabolize and release it into the 
bloodstream. This can lead to 
liver damage, especially if you 
have a chronic illness such as 
diabetes.  

“We went to the UConn 
Health and they have a poison 
control center there, and when 
patients indicate liver damage, 
clinicians told us when they 
see these patients the first idea 
is to stop all medications a pa-
tient may be on,” Zhong said.  

There is no standard time 
it may take a liver to heal af-
ter stopping the medication, 
and conditions for those with 
chronic illnesses can suffer as 
a cost, Zhong said. 

“The work that we did in 
collaboration with Zhong’s lab 
was to understand if a liver 
that has been injured has the 
capacity to handle and me-
tabolize pharmaceuticals that 
are used to treat patients with 
things like diabetes and psy-
chological conditions,” Man-
autou said.  

Acetaminophen, the active 
ingredient in Tylenol, was 
used as a model compound to 
induce liver injury in mice, 
Manautou said.  

See LIVER, p. 2
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Feel Good Friday: Asha For 
Education to host benefit 
concert for Mumbai school  

Students in the University of 
Connecticut’s chapter of Asha 
for Education will be hosting 
British artist Mumzy Stranger 
in a benefit concert on March 7.  

Parth Patel, a sixth-semes-
ter molecular and cell biology 
and political science major and 
president of the UConn chap-
ter of Asha for Education, said 
that the money from the con-
cert would be going to support a 
school in India.  

“All of the money for this con-
cert is going directly towards 
charity. We’re trying to sup-
port a school. It’s called Chehak 
Trust. It’s a school in Mumbai. 
It’s a school for children with 
disabilities,” Patel said.  

This concert is part of the or-
ganization’s goal, which is to 
better education in India.  

“Our mission is to catalyze 
socioeconomic change through 
the education of underprivi-
leged children in India,” Patel 
said.  

Education is a necessary part 
of breaking the poverty cycle, 
according to the club’s website.  

“The South-Asian country 
has over one billion people, 
many of whom exist in poverty.  
Therefore, education is a source 
of freedom for the younger gen-
erations as they try and escape 
the oppressive cycle of destitu-
tion,” reads Asha for Educa-
tion’s website.  

Asha for Education is an in-
ternational organization that 
began in 1991. The UConn chap-
ter started in 2008.  

Karen Alex, a second-semes-
ter physiology and neurobiology 
major and Asha member, said 
that she joined the organization 
because of her enthusiasm for 
educational charities.   

“We wanted to see how the 
injury affects the capacity of the 
liver to metabolize any medica-
tions that a patient could be tak-
ing on a chronic basis,” Manau-
tou said.  

The liver is the only organ that 
can regenerate itself when it is 
injured, Manautou said.  

“We are finding that based on 
the reduced ability to metabolize 
medications, that one of the rec-
ommendations wouldn’t be to 
discontinue the medications but 
to reduce the medication doses 
because the liver has a reduced 
capacity to metabolize those 
medications,” Manautou said.  

Manautou said people on 
medication have often been pre-
scribed a dosage that falls within 
a safe range of doses that a per-
son can take, called a therapeutic 
window.  

“You have a therapeutic win-
dow for medical treatment, that 
allows some room for medication 
doses, if you go above the thera-
peutic doses you risk averse ef-
fects of those medications, if you 
go below that dose then the med-
ication will no longer [be] effec-
tive for treating that condition,” 
Manautou said. “Patients are 
usually given the middle dose in 
that therapeutic window so that 
it can be increased or decreased 
based on how the patient is re-
sponding to the therapy.” 

Zhong and Manautou have 
met with clinicians at UConn 
Health in anticipation of work-
ing to further their research with 
human patients who have a liver 
injury. 

“We first need to demon-
strate these findings with our 
animals before we move on to 
humans and it’s something we 
are working to collaborate with 
UConn Health on,” Zhong said.   

Learning more about that 
therapeutic window is impor-
tant in the next steps of their 
study, Manautou said.  

“We want to know what is the 
actual window we are dealing 
with when the tissue heals and 
recovers, does the liver recover 
the capacity to handle medica-
tions in the same time frame,” 
Manautou said.  

Zhong said they want to do 
an extended time study to track 
the course of recovery from liv-
er injury in humans.  

“This is important if we see 
the same in mice that we also 
see in humans, and can change 
the way patients are treated for 
liver injury,” Zhong said.  

Manautou said they hope to 
get clinically relevant studies 
on the work he and Zhong have 
done with mice and see how 
long the effects of an injured 
liver might last.  

“This research should show 
an improved therapeutic man-
aged care with patients because 
right now the decision to dis-
continue medications is based 
on a practice that makes sense 
but isn’t an evidence-based de-
cision,” Manautou said. “We 
are proposing that our work 
will provide that evidence on 
how to better treat patients that 
are ongoing liver injury and 
how to better manage the exist-
ing conditions.”  

Liver injury alternative 
developed by faculty

UConn’s Jose Manautou and Xiaobo Zhong, who are toxicology 
professors at the university, work with a team to study livers. 
They found injured livers can still process medication to treat 
other illnesses. PHOTO COURTESY OF PEXELS

“In high school I was part of 
a similar club, where we fun-
draised money for a school in 
Cambodia. I liked the idea of 
funding schools, except in In-
dia,” Alex said.  

Patel said he originally joined 
Asha for Education because it 
connected his interest in joining 
a cultural organization with his 
passion for charity.  

“I joined Asha my freshman 
year because I was looking 
around at a lot of clubs and I 
felt it was a great club for the 
South Asian community as 
well as just promoting charity. 
There’s a lot of cultural organi-
zations on campus, but Asha’s 
trying to bridge the communi-
ty as well as charity together,” 
Patel said. 

The concert will be at 8 p.m. 
in the Student Union Ballroom. 
Tickets for the concert can be 
found online or bought at the 
door of the concert. 

by Grace McFadden
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
GRACE.MCFADDEN@uconn.edu

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Trump administration offi-
cials doubled down on their 
promise to deliver 1 million 
tests for the coronavirus this 
week as states reported limit-
ed testing supplies and federal 
lawmakers expressed doubts 
about the government’s time-
line.

Health and Human Services 
Secretary Alex Azar told re-
porters Thursday that a pri-
vate manufacturer authorized 
to make the tests expects to 
ship the kits to U.S. labora-
tories by week’s end. That 
amounts to the capacity to test 
roughly 400,000 people, given 
that it takes multiple test sam-
ples to a confirm a result.

The number of U.S. cases 

US labs await virus-testing kits 
promised by administration

has grown rapidly in the last 
several days after more labs 
started testing and guidelines 
for eligibility were expanded. 
The U.S. tally stood at about 
200 cases on Thursday, includ-
ing 12 deaths — 11 in Washing-
ton state and one in California.

The test kits from Iowa-
based Integrated DNA Tech-
nologies are one part of the 
government’s effort to ramp up 
testing. But the U.S. has trailed 
other countries in rolling out 
tests, because of problems 
with its test kits and because 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention initially 
limited the number of eligible 
people.

Asked Thursday whether 
there were enough testing kits, 
Vice President Mike Pence re-
sponded, ”I think we are we 
are ready today but we want to 
be ready tomorrow.”

He acknowledged, “We don’t 
have enough tests today to 
meet what we anticipate will 
be the demand going forward.” 

Hand sanitizer is sold out at a grocery store Thursday in Nashville, Tenn. Tennessee has confirmed 
its first case of the new coronavirus, state Department of Health Commissioner Lisa Piercey an-
nounced in a Thursday morning news conference. PHOTO BY MARK HUMPHREY/AP

PROFESSORS cont. from p. 2

“We don’t 
have enough 
tests today to 
meet what we 
anticipate will be 
the demand going 
forward.”
VICE PRESIDENT MIKE PENCE
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Sweeping renewable energy bill 
poised for final passage in Virginia

RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — A 
sweeping energy bill that sup-
porters said would make Vir-
ginia a national leader in ad-
dressing climate change passed 
the state House Thursday amid 
warnings by critics that it will 
carry a steep price tag.

The legislation, called the 
Virginia Clean Economy Act, 
moved to the Senate for its ex-
pected final passage.

One of the new Democratic 
majority’s priorities this ses-
sion, the bill would overhaul 
how Virginia utilities generate 
electricity, laying out a path 
toward zero carbon emissions 
by 2045. It paves the way for 
an enormous expansion of off-
shore wind generation, solar or 
onshore wind generation, and 
the use of battery storage tech-
nology, which advocates say 
will create thousands of jobs.

Sponsor Del. Rip Sullivan 
called the measure “the most 
important opportunity this 
body has ever had to take con-
trol of our clean energy future.”

The legislation requires utili-
ties to meet certain energy ef-
ficiency standards utilities and 
establishes annual goals for 
the sale of renewable energy. 
It also contains provisions ad-
vocates say will remove barri-
ers to rooftop and shared solar 
energy.

The House passed the bill 
51-45, and the Senate was ex-
pected to pass it Friday, send-
ing it to Gov. Ralph Northam, 
whose administration has been 
involved in the negotiations.

The bill’s sponsors said hun-
dreds of hours of negotiations 
have gone into the legislation. 
Participants in those talks also 
included Dominion Energy, 
environmental groups and 
Advanced Energy Economy, 
a national association of busi-
nesses.

Republican lawmakers have 
opposed the measure, repeat-
edly raising concerns about 
costs to ratepayers. A hand-
ful of Democrats opposed it, 
also over ratepayer costs, and 
some suggested the bill’s goals 
weren’t adequate to address the 
urgency of climate change.

The State Corporation Com-

mission has previously es-
timated Dominion Energy, 
whose electric utility is Vir-
ginia’s largest and covers about 
two-thirds of the state, would 
collect about $50.8 billion from 
Virginia customers due to the 
solar, wind and battery storage 
requirements.

Dominion would earn about 
$12.5 billion in profit over the 
life of the facilities after taxes, 
according to the commission.

The SCC has estimated im-
plementing the bill would re-
sult in an annual minimum 
increase for the typical residen-
tial customer’s bill of $27.80 for 
the years 2027-2030, a figure 
disputed by the legislation’s 
backers.

Angela Navarro, deputy sec-
retary of commerce and trade, 
said a consultant the admin-
istration hired found that in 
2030, the average monthly resi-
dential customer’s bill would be 
$.71 lower than it is now.

An analysis done for Ad-
vanced Energy Economy also 
found the measure would re-
duce bills, by about $3.41 per 
month.

The bill allows utility custom-
ers to be charged a fee to fund a 
program intended to keep the 
electric bills of low-income in-
dividuals down, a provision 
criticized by Republicans.

“Nobody’s capping my rates,” 
Republican Senate Minority 
Leader Tommy Norment said 
during a committee hearing.

The bill’s future briefly 
seemed in doubt Thursday, af-
ter the House voted to adopt 
amendments from Democratic 
Del. Sam Rasoul, an opponent 

of the measure, that its sponsors 
considered unfriendly. That set 
off frenzied lobbying among 
Democrats. The amendments 
were withdrawn, the measure 
passed, and lobbyists support-
ing the measure let out an audi-
ble sigh of relief, watching just 
outside the House chamber.

The measure that advanced 
Thursday was described as a 
compromise between the dif-
ferent versions that previously 
cleared each chamber.

The latest edition included 
a provision stating regulators 
must consider the social cost of 
carbon — a greenhouse gas that 
contributes to climate change — 
when deciding whether to con-
struct a new generating facility.

The new bill also does away 
with a provision that would 
likely have forced a southwest 
Virginia coal plant to close by 
2030, a change that sparked an 
enormous outcry from Repub-
lican lawmakers and local offi-
cials whose communities bene-
fit from the plant’s tax revenue.

Instead, both Dominion En-
ergy and Appalachian Power 
must close all electric generat-
ing units that emit carbon by 
2045. The Virginia City Hy-
brid Energy Center, owned by 
Dominion and located in Wise 
County, could still close sooner.

Sullivan said a number of 
provisions had also been added 
to strengthen the SCC’s over-
sight of enacting the measure 
after critics, including the at-
torney general’s office, raised 
concerns.

The bill doesn’t contain an 
explicit moratorium on new 
fossil fuel-fired generating fa-
cilities, a point some critics said 
showed it didn’t go far enough. 
Instead, the bill says that if two 
Virginia cabinet secretaries 
decide that the bill’s emission-
reduction targets aren’t being 
met, they will advise legisla-
tive leaders about whether a 
moratorium should be issued 
by 2030.

Advocates for increased en-
ergy competition said the bill 
would make it much harder for 
power companies besides the 
state’s two largest utilities to 
operate in the state.

Tribe leader, governor 
trade barbs over 
sports betting bills

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) 
— A dispute over sports bet-
ting proposals in Connecticut 
intensified Thursday, as a Na-
tive American tribal chairman 
criticized Gov. Ned Lamont for 
supporting a plan the chairman 
said would put in jeopardy more 
than $250 million in gambling 
revenues the state receives each 
year from two tribal casinos.

Mashantucket Pequot Chair-
man Rodney Butler sent out a 
statement berating the Demo-
cratic governor for putting a 
new “take-it-or-leave-it pro-
posal on the table, with the full 
understanding that it was unac-
ceptable to the Tribes.”

The statement was in re-
sponse to Lamont saying Tues-
day that he supported a bill that 
would authorize the Mashan-
tucket Pequot and Mohegan 
tribes, as well as the state lottery 
and existing off-track betting 
operators, to conduct sports wa-
gering in Connecticut.

Butler has said the tribes be-
lieve they have exclusive rights 
to offer sports betting under 
their nearly 30-year-old gam-
bling agreement with the state, 
which calls for the tribes to send 

the state 25% of slot machine 
revenues from their two south-
eastern Connecticut casinos.

Butler said Thursday that 
Lamont has talked about ne-
gotiating on sports betting, but 
has had little or no communi-
cation with the tribes over the 
past several months. He said 
the bill supported by Lamont 
would violate the tribes’ gam-
bling agreement and put at risk 
the more than $250 million in 
slot machine revenues the state 
receives each year.

Lamont’s spokesman, Max 
Reiss, responded Thursday that 
a dueling sports wagering bill 
supported by Butler “is sweep-
ing and would invite serious 
legal challenges from a host of 
competitors.”

That bill, supported by a co-
alition of lawmakers from east-
ern Connecticut and Bridge-
port, would authorize only the 
two tribes to operate retail and 
online sports betting in Con-
necticut, as well as open new 
gambling establishments in 
Bridgeport and several other 
cities. A similar effort was pro-
posed last year but hit a dead 
end.

Gun found inside Epstein jail 
during lockdown

WASHINGTON (AP) — Feder-
al investigators found a loaded gun 
Thursday that had been smuggled 
into the jail where Jeffrey Epstein 
killed himself last summer, fol-
lowing a weeklong lockdown that 
turned up other contraband and 
led to a criminal probe into guard 
misconduct, the federal Bureau of 
Prisons told The Associated Press.

The handgun was located by 
Bureau of Prisons officers inside 
a housing unit at the Metropolitan 
Correctional Center in Manhat-
tan, prison officials said in a state-
ment to the AP. It marked a mas-
sive breach of protocol and raised 
serious questions about the secu-
rity practices in place at the Bu-
reau of Prisons, which is respon-
sible for more than 175,000 federal 
inmates, and specifically at the jail, 
which had been billed as one of the 

most secure in America. Officials 
have not said where specifically 
the gun had been found, or how it 
had been smuggled inside the jail.

Meanwhile, federal prosecu-
tors opened a criminal investiga-
tion into potential misconduct by 
guards, focusing on the flow of 
contraband into the lockup uncov-
ered during the search for the gun, 
three people familiar with the 
matter told the AP. They were not 
authorized to discuss the investi-
gation and spoke on condition of 
anonymity.

Attorney General William 
Barr named a new director last 
week to take charge of the agency, 
which has been the subject of in-
tense scrutiny since Epstein took 
his own life while in custody in 
August. But the agency has been 
plagued for years by serious mis-

conduct, violence and a chronic 
staffing shortage

The investigation and search at 
the Manhattan facility began last 
week after officials received infor-
mation that a gun may have been 
smuggled into the lockup and 
placed the jail on lockdown “in or-
der to protect the public, staff and 
inmates until a comprehensive 
search could be completed,” the 
agency said in a statement.

Since then, officials have been 
keeping inmates locked down in 
their cells without access to their 
lawyers and canceled all visitation 
at the jail, which houses about 700 
inmates. In the past few days, of-
ficers have searched the facility 
and uncovered a sizable amount of 
contraband, including cellphones, 
narcotics and homemade weap-
ons, the Bureau of Prisons said.

The Metropolitan Correctional Center in New York City. The federal jail in New York City where 
wealthy financier Jeffrey Epstein took his own life is on lockdown as authorities try to determine 
whether someone smuggled a gun inside one of the most secure federal jails in the country. PHOTO BY 
MARK LENNIHAN/AP

Asian shares drop 
as virus fears grip 
markets again

TOKYO (AP) — Asian shares 
slipped Friday as fears about the 
virus outbreak once again domi-
nated financial markets.

Japan’s benchmark Nikkei 
dived 3.1% to 20,663.32. Austra-
lia’s S&P/ASX 200 lost 2.1% to 
6,259.20. South Korea’s Kospi 
dropped 2.3% to 2,037.08. Hong 
Kong’s Hang Seng declined 2.1% 
to 26,213.51, while the Shang-
hai Composite slumped 0.9% to 
3,049.95. Shares also dropped in 
Taiwan and Southeast Asia.

Markets have endured roller 
coaster ups and downs for weeks 
amid uncertainty over how much 
damage the outbreak of the new 
coronavirus will do to the global 
economy.

Vishnu Varathan at Mizuho 
Bank in Singapore said the poten-
tial damage from the new virus 
was two-fold, with the initial im-
pact coming from a direct impact 
on the economy.

“One succumbs to the sheer 
fear of community spread, pros-
pects of deep economic impact 
from a sharp drop off in demand 
for travel and seizures in supply-
chains,” Varathan said in a com-
mentary.

“The other is a strain that 
thrives on hopes of stimulus; be it 
frantic central bank rate cuts, the 
lull of liquidity infusions or more 
targeted fiscal offsets to provide 
pain relief,” he said.

On Wall Street, major indexes 
lost roughly 3.5%, nearly wiping 

out the rally from a day before 
that was fueled by hopes authori-
ties around the world will move 
to cushion the economic fallout.

These vicious swings are likely 
to continue, as long as the number 
of new infections continues to ac-
celerate, many analysts and pro-
fessional investors say. Thursday 
was the fourth straight day where 
the S&P 500 moved at least 2%, 
the longest such stretch since the 
summer of 2011.

The growing understanding 
that the spread of infections — and 
resulting damage to the economy 
— may not slow anytime soon is 
pulling sharply on markets. That 
pull has taken turns this week 
with the increasingly worldwide 
push that governments and cen-
tral banks are trying to give mar-
kets through spending plans and 
interest-rate cuts.

The yield on the 10-year Trea-
sury note went as low as 0.81% for 
the first time in history, according 
to Tradeweb. Tumbling yields 
have brought the average rate on 
a 30-year fixed mortgage to a re-
cord low of 3.29%.

“It’s been a roller-coaster mar-
ket in recent days for equity in-
vestors, and today we appear to 
be on the downward leg for that 
ride,” said Terry Sandven, chief 
equity strategist at U.S. Bank 
Wealth Management. “What you 
need is time, and unfortunately 
that is still going to result in vola-
tility.”

“The most 
important 
opportunity this 
body has ever had 
to take control of 
our clean energy 
future.”
DEL. RICHARD “RIP” SULLIVAN
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T
here are currently five cultural 
centers at the University of Con-
necticut: The African Ameri-
can Cultural Center, the Asian 
American Cultural Center, the 
Puerto Rican/Latin American 

Cultural Center, the Rainbow Center and the 
Women’s Center. Recently, there has been a re-
energized push for another to join these ranks. 
The Middle Eastern Student Association is 
campaigning for a Middle Eastern and South 
Asian Cultural Center to be created. 
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As anyone who has spent time 
in public school knows, the men-
tal health of students is alarmingly 
poor and the efforts of faculty to 
curb this problem have histori-
cally been even worse. According 
to the National Institute of Mental 
Health, about one 
in five children 
in America have 
anxiety, and the 
nonprofit Child 
Trends claims 
that “almost half 
experience at least 
one serious stressor at home — like 
divorce, poverty or a parent’s ad-
diction.” In response to this crisis, 
many school systems are attempt-
ing to change how they respond to 
unruly, anxious and depressed stu-
dents, using mindfulness principles 
to help children center and calm 
themselves. While these techniques 
show great potential to improve the 
lives of many students, it is impor-
tant to note the limitations of these 
methods and the demographics that 
are less likely to see improvements. 

Mindfulness is a general term 
that encompasses activities aim-
ing to promote awareness, compas-
sion and presence through mental 
exercises such as focusing on the 
breath or the senses. It is inspired 
by religions such as Hinduism and 
Buddhism, but is secularized in the 
mainstream context.  

Some schools that have integrat-
ed these techniques have achieved 
overwhelmingly positive results. 
Warner Arts Magnet Elementary 
School, a high-poverty school in 
Nashville, Tennessee sends dis-
ruptive kids to the “BeWell” room 
where they can center themselves 
through meditative activities and 

focus on self-care.  The institution’s 
mindfulness program also includes 
one-on-one sessions, yoga classes 
and classroom support. According 
to Principal Ricki Gibbs, behavior 
referrals have decreased by 80% 
compared to last year. 

However, critics note that the only 
clinical research that has clearly 
demonstrated the consistent effica-
cy of mindfulness programs focuses 

on curricula that 
requires extensive 
participation and 
intensive, regi-
mented sessions. 
According to Erica 
Sibinga, a profes-
sor of pediatrics at 

John Hopkins School of Medicine, 
mindfulness can be beneficial when 
presented “in a highly structured 
program … [but] we can’t immedi-
ately assume it’s effective when de-
livered in other ways.” In addition, 
some companies are taking advan-
tage of the mindfulness trend by 
selling videos and audio tracks that 
are supposed to promote mindful-
ness in children even though they 
supposedly only 
need to be played 
for five minutes a 
day.  

Skeptics also 
point out that 
mindfulness has 
historically been 
associated with more affluent, white 
communities. As mindfulness pro-
grams spread across the country, 
it is important to make deliberate 
strides so that these resources are 
available to all communities, espe-
cially poorer regions where children 
often face trauma and may only re-
ceive therapy through public re-
sources such as their school. Efforts 
to promote “equitable mindfulness” 
are already under way via organiza-
tions such as the Center for Mind-

fulness, Compassion and Resilience 
and Arizona State University, but 
these initiatives need as much sup-
port as they can get to break down 
the walls of deep-rooted socioeco-
nomic division. 

In addition, while mindfulness 
may prove to be a useful tool to pro-
mote student health when practiced 
in line with clinical research, it is 
important to recognize its limita-
tions. Statistics from schools across 
the country show that black and 
Hispanic students tend to be disci-
plined more harshly and more often 
in their classes. This can partially 
be explained by subconscious (or 
conscious) biases from teachers, 
which can cause a student to feel 
stuck and continue to lash out. Try-
ing to center these kids with breath-
ing exercises will do nothing to fix 
this underlying problem. 

It is also important to ensure that, 
should these resources be made 
available, there be no associated 
stigma. Students should not feel 
judged by their peers or their teach-
ers for reaching out. Childhood and 
adolescence can be a difficult time 

when a student is 
suffering from a 
mental health con-
dition but does not 
want to be seen as 
different or weird. 
If mindfulness 
resources are not 

normalized, they will not serve the 
very communities that could ben-
efit most from them. By the same 
token, it is also important they are 
not viewed as a foolproof cure for 
mental illness. Mental disorders 
such as anxiety, depression and 
ADHD often require more intense 
therapy and medication to manage. 
If students and teachers believe that 
mindfulness alone will improve 
these conditions, they will only be 
left with disappointment. 
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by Kate Lee
STAFF COLUMNIST
katherine.h.lee@uconn.edu

by Anika Veeraraghav
STAFF COLUMNIST
anika.veeraraghav@uconn.edu

Healthcare in America
The stakes are different 

CARTOON BY CHAD JENNINGS/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Scotland has recently 
moved to become the first 
nation in the world that will 
make pads, tampons and 
other menstrual products 
free. This is a big step for-
ward, especially given how 
expensive many of these 
sanitary products are today. 

Last Tuesday, the Scottish 
Parliament approved a plan 
that will make menstrual 
products free in certain 
public areas, such as com-
munity centers and phar-
macies. These products 
have been free in schools 
and universities since 2018. 

Menstruation is certainly 
not a luxury, and the prod-
ucts needed for all individu-
als who menstruate should 
not be priced so highly. 

When I was in seventh grade, one 
of my best friends was diagnosed 
with type 1 Diabetes. To me, that 
was weird. I didn’t know or compre-
hend how kids could get a disease 
meant for old people. I didn’t really 
understand why he had to prick his 
stomach every time he came to sleep 
over. I didn’t completely grasp why 
he couldn’t spend as much money 
because his medicine was too ex-
pensive. At 13, I wondered why my 
friend was different. At 21, I am 
mortified that this is the norm.  

According to a study published 
by the American Public Health As-
sociation, 530,000 people file for 
bankruptcy due to medical debt an-
nually. Every year, according to a 
study conducted by Harvard School 
of Medicine and Cambridge Health 
Alliance, working-age uninsured 
Americans have a 40% higher risk 
of death than their privately insured 
counterparts. It also showed that 
about 45,000 people die annually 
from lack of health insurance.  

In the wake of a big Joe Biden 
night on Super Tuesday, I come here 
to tell you that the stakes are too 
high for the status quo. A Joe Biden 
presidency would change none of 
the institutions that so desperately 
need overhaul. But don’t take this 

as conjecture from me, take it from 
the former vice president himself, in 
a speech he made to his wealthy do-
nors in New York he says, “No one’s 
standard of living will change, noth-
ing would fundamentally change.” 
That terrifies me, and you should 
feel the same. 

If nothing fundamentally were 
to change, what does that mean? It 
means that wealth inequality would 
continue to rise to the staggering lev-
els where the richest 10% of house-
holds own 70% of wealth. It means 
that people would continue dying 
from lack of health insurance cov-
erage or be forced into thousands of 
dollars in crippling medical debt. It 
means that the student loan debt that 
burdens millions of young Ameri-
cans every single day would still be 
outstanding and our children would 
not be given access to the education 
that they rightly deserve. But, most 
importantly, it would mean that our 
planet will continue burning. The 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change warned that limiting global 
warming to the 1.5-degree Celsius 
(2.6 degrees Fahrenheit) mark by 
the end of the century — a goal set 
to stave off the worst impacts of cli-
mate change — “would require rap-
id, far-reaching and unprecedented 
changes in all aspects of society.” 

by Arjun Ahuja
CONTRIBUTOR
arjun.ahuja@uconn.edu
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This idea has been pitched for at least a few 
years, but the reasons given for its infeasibil-
ity have remained the same. Lack of space 
and lack of funding are legitimate concerns 
put forth by the administration, but they are 
problems that have solutions. 

Space has a simple answer. We live in the 
middle of nowhere, and while UConn is ex-
panding into itself constantly, there is certain-
ly room to spare. There is no reason a theoreti-
cal MESACC must be on the fourth floor of 
the Student Union, at least not to start — most 
if not all of the cultural centers have moved 
from their original homes. Logistics as trivial 
as this are not a valid reason to deny students 
a place. 

Funding is harder to solve, especially as the 
state groans over budget cuts. In addition to 
the facilities themselves, we must also be con-
cerned about properly preparing and staffing 
the program so it is fit to succeed. That costs 
time and money to do well.  

However, through the efforts of a coopera-
tive administration, through the support and 
resources of the other cultural centers, and 
through the sheer will of the student body, 
these can be overcome. It may not start at the 
same advanced stage that we see in the other 
cultural centers, but anything is better than 
nothing. It gives room to grow after the first 
hurdle. 

The history statements of each cultural cen-
ter remark on the long path toward creation 
and recognition. AsACC is the most grave of 
these, recounting an event where students 
were taunted and harassed as the adminis-
tration and law enforcement were unable to 
properly remedy the situation.  

It is important to remember that none of the 
cultural centers suddenly popped into exis-
tence on their own. It was only by the dedi-
cated effort of students, staff and community 
members that they gained the standing they 
have now. The Editorial Board commends the 
efforts of students in campaigning and show-
ing support for the creation of MESACC.  

UConn is proud of its commitment to diver-
sity, and in general it should be. Our staff and 
faculty have shown themselves to be thought-
ful and hardworking time and time again. But 
it is not a goal to reach and then be done with. 
It is a constant process we work toward in our 
every action. And so, we urge UConn to take 
another step forward and properly consider 
a Middle Eastern and South Asian Cultural 
Center. 

For more Opinion 
content, see page 8

See HEALTHCARE, p. 8 See MENSTRUAL p. 8



Friday, March 6, 2020 • DailyCampus.com 05

@dailycampuslife

Partners in Health Engage(s) 
students to advocate and learn  

by Stephanie Santillo 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 
stephanie.santillo@uconn.edu 

Though others might not 
think of healthcare as a hu-
man right, the nonprofit Part-
ners in Health (PIH) most 
certainly does. The organiza-
tion aims to implement sus-
tainable healthcare systems 
in countries that need them 
most, and some dedicated 
UConn students have formed 
an on-campus organization 
called Partners in Health En-
gage (PIH Engage) to help ad-
vocate for these changes.  

According to Catherine 
Myers and Marlene Ab-
ouaassi, co-team coordina-
tors of UConn’s chapter, PIH 
Engage is a system of orga-
nizations that branch off the 
larger nonprofit PIH. Found 
mainly on college campuses 
or as a young professional 
group, PIH Engage partici-
pates mainly in advocacy 
work. Members work to ad-
vocate for nonprofits like The 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria, as 
well as for policy that affords 
everyone access to quality 
health care.  

“At a local level, as Part-
ners in Health Engage, we 
do more — since we’re not 
trained health care workers 
or professions [sic] — do more 
on the basis of advocacy,” Ab-
ouaassi, an eighth-semester 
molecular and cell biology 
and sociology double major, 
said. “We’re just trying to 
bridge the gap between injus-
tice and having people [have] 
the care that they need.” 

PIH itself sends profes-
sional members to various 
countries experiencing great 
disparities in healthcare 
to work with professionals 
there to build a better, more 
equitable health care system. 
Countries working with PIH 
invite the organization into 
their country and benefit 
from their partnership. Some 
of the countries PIH works 
with include Haiti, Mexico 
and Rwanda. They also work 
with the Navajo Nation in the 
southeastern United States.  

“Their idea is to work with 
the health ministries there, 
based off the five S’s to build 
a successful health care sys-
tem, which is stuff, space, 
staff, systems and social 
support, and basically the 
theory behind that is that if 
you’re missing any of those 

five S’s, your healthcare sys-
tem won’t operate,” Myers, a 
sixth-semester allied health 
and Spanish double major, 
said. “Ideally, the goal, since 
they’re employing local citi-
zens and people from these 
specific countries — the end 
goal is that Partners in Health 
shouldn’t have to exist.” 

Myers says that PIH ulti-
mately wants to institute eq-
uitable healthcare systems 
that countries can maintain 
themselves without outside 
assistance. This will theoreti-
cally allow more people to re-
ceive quality care.  

At UConn’s chapter, PIH 
Engage meetings consist of 
interactive and educational 
activities. The co-team coor-
dinators say that members 
often watch documentaries 
or look over healthcare poli-
cies to learn more about chal-
lenges to creating equitable 
healthcare systems. Addi-
tionally, members call or 
email their elected officials 
to express their concerns and 
advocate for policy that for-
wards their goals.  

PIH Engage also hosts 
events open to the wider 
university and local commu-
nity. In April, PIH Engage 
will screen the documentary 
“Bending the Arc,” about 
the founders of PIH and the 
movement that they started. 
PIH Engage also holds Strides 
in Solidarity, a 5k fundraiser.  

Abouaassi says that stu-
dents in the UConn chapter 
of PIH Engage are interested 
in a variety of topics, includ-
ing healthcare, public policy, 
social justice and politics but 
that any interested student 
can join the organization.  

She and Myers say that be-
ing in the organization ex-
tends many learning oppor-
tunities to students and that 
they themselves have benefit-
ted from these experiences. 
In addition to showing them 
a new perspective on health-
care, being in PIH Engage has 
shown them how to make a 
local impact.  

“Partners in Health has ...  
provided me with a differ-
ent outlook on the healthcare 
system in general, in how I 
can make a much stronger 
impact locally if I am engag-
ing with my representatives 
and senators,” Myers said.  

Students can reach out to 
UConn’s chapter of PIH En-
gage at uconnpih@gmail.
com.  

Dedicated students at UConn have come together to form PIH Engage to help advocate for sustain-
able healthcare systems. PHOTO BY AUTHOR

Members of the UConn PIH Engage chapter, including co-team coordinators Catherine Myers and 
Marlene Abouaassi, are passionate about giving people the help they need. PHOTO BY AUTHOR

After the release of Gaga’s newest hit single “Stupid Love,” on Feb. 28, her song was 
quick to become No. 1 on iTunes this week. Her video has also gotten an astounding 
4.2 million views. PHOTO COURTESY OF BILLBOARD

Next: on lady gaga’s new music video
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Lady Gaga returns with ‘Stupid Love’ 

by Clara Gomes
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
clara.gomes@uconn.edu

to think that the popular 
singer-songwriter was able 
to create this video on some-
thing available to the masses. 
However, the involvement of 
the iPhone 11 Pro is not the 
only thing exciting about the 
video. People are also talking 
about the work that went into 
creating the intricate cos-
tumes and makeup featured 
in the video.  

“In the video we see Gaga 
performing with a group 
of dancers while wearing 
a custom pink latex set by 
Vex Clothing,” Fogarty said. 
“[She’s also wearing] a silver 
O-ring choker by Funk Plus, 
a custom spike and chain belt 
by Bitchfist NYC and a f lat 
version of Stack-301 rasp-
berry-pink boots by Pleaser 
Shoes.” 

This, however, is not the 
only fun look of hers in the 
video. Gaga also takes on 
two other looks and has blue, 
yellow, pink, red and green 
tribes, aka her dancers, vib-
ing alongside her. Her other 

two looks can be described 
as her “Power Ranger-esque 
intergalactic dream” look and 
her “Metallic Magenta Biki-
ni” according to Sabrina Barr 
of Independent. More info on 
Gaga’s accessories and over-
all look can also be found at 
La Maison Gaga, a celebrity 
fashion website dedicated to 
her. 

Director Daniel Askill 
also revealed some of Gaga’s 
thoughts on the meaning be-
hind the video. Apparently, 
Gaga intended for there to be 
a metaphor involving the in-
clusion of these color tribes 
that dance with her.  

“When the video first came 
to me, it was in the form of 
a voicemail from Gaga. She 
spoke about these seven war-
ring tribes as a metaphor for 
the state of the world today 
—that’s what hooked me. She 
was interested in trying to 
bring across this message of 
peace and coming together 
and putting our differences 
aside,” Askill said. More on 

her Gaga’s inspiration can be 
found via James Patrick Her-
man of Variety.  

After the video dropped on 
Friday at midnight, the vid-
eo has amassed 4.2 million 
views. Gaga fans are hailing 
this as her return to the “Bad 

Romance” days. Fans are 
even more excited about the 
Chromatica Ball tour dates 
released by Gaga. Until then, 
if you haven’t seen the video 
for “Stupid Love” yet, you 
should check it out. Happy 
listening! 

When I was younger, I was 
very intimidated to venture 
near the teen and young adult 
(YA) sections of the library. I 
remember telling myself that 
I would never read any books 
beyond the safety of the spa-
cious and welcoming chil-
dren’s section; I couldn’t imag-
ine they could be as interesting 
as what I was already reading. 
I’m glad I quickly reneged on 
that commitment and expand-
ed my interests. Although I 
realize that some of the books 
I read as a child weren’t neces-
sarily the pinnacle of literary 
scholarship, neither are some 
of the adult and YA books I 
read now, and it’s honestly pre-
tentious to dismiss any works 
of media just because they 
were geared towards children 
(I’m looking at you, critics of 
animated films and shows). If 
anything, shouldn’t we want 
the media that the younger 
generation consumes be just as 
high-quality and valuable so 
that they can properly appreci-
ate the arts and characteristi-
cally develop? 

Some of the books I read 
when I was younger still re-
main in my top reads, whether 
for their sentimental value or 
quality writing, even in com-
parison to what I’ve read thus 
far. Last semester, I mentioned 
some of my “book beginnings” 
with my list of favorite books, 
but, here are some more child-
hood books that helped shape 
my bibliophile tendencies. I 
may not have read some of 
these in a while, so forgive any 
rusty details. 

 “The Tales of the Frog 
Princess” series by E.D. 

Baker 
This series is actually what 

the Disney classic is based off 
of! Granted, Tiana’s colorful 
New Orleans backdrop is ab-
solutely nothing like what hap-
pens in this story, but, I love 
both works in their own ways. 
The part of the Baker’s work 
that Disney based the film off 
of was probably the part where 
the protagonist turns into a 
frog herself when she kisses 
her alleged frog prince. Emma 
is one of my favorite princess 
characters, being surprisingly 
realistic and fleshed-out, not 

written as clumsy or quirky 
for the sake of being different. 
Baker’s plots have enjoyable 
twists that make for fun story-
telling. 

“Warriors” series by 
Erin Hunter 

I admit, I too was appre-
hensive about reading about 
talking cats, however, Hunter 
— which is a pseudonym for 
the five female writers, includ-
ing their editor — manages to 
write such a compelling saga 
about the territorial and inter-
personal conflicts between the 
four cat clans that I forgot how 
weird it sounds. That’s how 
you know it’s good! The world-
building, intricate plotting and 
relationships seem dramatic, 
but Hunter managed to pull it 
off with continual quality en-
tries. 

 “Willow Falls” series by 
Wendy Mass 

While you might recognize 
the author but not necessarily 
the series name, but if you saw 
the book covers, you would 
know what I’m talking about. 
This series includes “11 Birth-
days,” “Finally” and “13 Gifts,” 

along with two additional en-
tries I consider spin-offs since 
the main cast takes a slight 
backseat. (Also, I didn’t get 
around to reading the last two 
books, so this entry only really 
includes the original trilogy.) 
All three of these books center 
around magical circumstances 
during the protagonists’ birth-
days, and the character rela-
tionships is where the writing 
shines.  

 “The Mysterious 
Benedict Society” series by 

Trenton Lee Stewart 
This book kicked off my 

phase of “puzzle-based” books 
like “MVP*: Magellan Voyage 
Project,” “The Candymakers,” 
“The Name of this Book is Se-
cret” and “The Gollywhopper 
Games,” but Stewart’s series 
still reigns supreme in my 
book. His writing was very 
characteristic of a witty narra-
tor, and sometimes, the quirki-
ness and intricacy was a little 
much when I was younger, as 
was the length, however, it’s 
all worth it. The stories all 
seem a little far-fetched but 
work out in such clever ways, 
you’ll wish you had figured out 

before on your own, but let’s be 
honest, there’s a reason some 
of us aren’t the writers, okay? 

I’ve already talked about 
“Harry Potter,” “The Hunger 
Games” and “Percy Jackson” 
probably more than you guys 
would like to hear, so just 
know that those books are at 
the top of my list, even if I don’t 
discuss them here. If you want 
quick but enjoyable reads, any 
books on this list will suffice. 
I think what they all do is ex-
cel at representing well-devel-
oped, fleshed out relationships 
between its characters, which 
I think is vital for young read-
ers these days. 

Honorable mentions: “The 
Magic Treehouse” series, 
“Fairest” and “Ella Enchant-
ed” by Gail Carson Levine, 
“Enchanted” by Heather Dix-
on, “Dork Diaries” by Rachel 
Renée Russell, the “Candy Ap-
ple” series, “Gallagher Girls” 
by Ally Carter, “Year of the 
Dog” and “Dumpling Days” by 
Grace Lin, “The Books of Bay-
ern” and “Heist Society” by 
Shannon Hale, “Sugar and Ice” 
by Kate Messner, and “Once 
Upon a Marigold” by Jean Fer-
ris.  

Director Daniel Askill impresses viewers everywhere with the high-quality result of Gaga’s new 
video as he shoots the entire thing with the iPhone 11 Pro. PHOTO COURTESY OF STEREOGUM

On Feb. 28, Lady Gaga re-
leased the music video for 
her newest hit single “Stupid 
Love,” the song that went vi-
ral on Twitter since its leak in 
January. After the two-year 
wait for her next single after 
“I Will Always Love You” 
back in 2018, “Stupid Love” 
has fans talking.  

Not only were fans excited 
about the release of her video, 
but they were also fascinated 
by the fact that the entire film 
was shot on the iPhone 11 Pro. 
The video was featured in 
advertisements for Apple on 
Youtube and elsewhere over 
the past few days.  

“Amazingly, the video looks 
as if it was filmed with a pro-
fessional camera setup so it’s 
a huge testament to the pow-
erful 12-megapixel camera on 
the phone,” said Paul Fogarty 
of HITC Entertainment, 

For many it was exciting 

Gaga’s single cover image for “Stupid Love,” the lead song for 
her sixth album. PHOTO COURTESY OF VARIETY
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ASIAN BEAT: 
ELEPHANTE

by Kimberly Nguyen 
ASSOCIATE DIGITAL EDITOR 
kimberly.nguyen@uconn.edu  

It’s not every day that I see 
neon elephants on a big screen 
in the Big Apple, but it’s not ev-
ery day that I get to see Asian 
American DJ Elephante in New 
York City. The DJ ended his Dia-
mond Days tour at Webster Hall 
on Saturday, Feb. 29, and I was 
lucky enough to be there. 

His music is essential for any 
dance or night drive playl-
ist. Many of the melodies 
and vocals that Elephante 
mixes are very powerful at 
points, dreamlike at oth-
ers and sometimes wistful, 
showing how purposeful 
he is when it comes to vocal 
collaborations in his work, 
besides his own. Elephante, 
born Tim Wu, knows a thing 
or two about dreams. He told 
NextShark in an interview that 
he always wanted to be a musi-
cian. He graduated from Har-
vard and was working at one of 
the top consulting firms in the 
country but the DJ was always 
thinking about creating music.  

“I really just spent all my free 
time on music, and it was the 
only thing I wanted to do. It felt 
like I was doing the bare mini-
mum for everything else in my 

life and the rest of my time was 
focused on music,” he told Next-
Shark.  

He quit his job to pursue that 
dream. The name Elephante 
comes from embracing “the el-
ephant in the room” and defying 
the odds, he 
said. 

E le -
phante even 
had his parents hyped up about 
his music, although they don’t 
fully understand the genre, he 
said his parents saw success, as 
most immigrant parents might 
find, in jobs that earn a large 
paycheck. For the DJ, he was de-
termined to stick by his passion. 

By doing so, he has gained a lot 
of success, shared stages at large 
music venues such as Electric 
Daisy Carnival and as a resident 
DJ in Las Vegas, according to his 
Spotify bio.   

For the show itself, the light 
show was always visually en-

gaging and fit the mood of 
each song in the set per-

fectly. One of my fa-
vorite songs that 

was played was 
“Diamond Days.” 
I was not expect-
ing the DJ to 
play the guitar 
on stage and 
sing as well, but 
there he was, 
stepping out 

from behind his 
booth and doing 

both. The chorus 
itself was sung by 

everyone in the room 
along with Elephante, 

who has vocal talent and was 
not washed out by any other dis-
tracting audio.  

“I don't wanna waste my time 
/ Waiting on your reasons / I 
don't wanna fall behind /Chas-
ing all your seasons, no.”  

Another favorite was “The 
In Between” with visuals on 
screen to go along with the song 

Elephante performs many of his new songs for fans in New York 
City on Feb. 29 at Webster Hall. PHOTOS BY KIMBERLY NGUYEN, ASSOCIATE 
DIGITAL EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

and a beat drop that did not dis-
appoint. Elephante never hid 
from the audience for too long, 
standing at the edge of the stage 
to give out high fives and even 
exchange kandi, small bracelets 
traded at music festivals.  

Many of the songs I listened 
to by Elephante were for the 
first time at his show live. They 
were engaging, and Elephante 
was constantly hyping up the 
crowd with mixes of other pop-
ular EDM songs laced within 
his own. Almost all the songs, 

especially the ones I mentioned, 
had a great slow lead-up to an 
intoxicating beat drop and party 
dance bass that made the almost 
two-and-a-half hour show never 
ending, in a good way.  

I’ll be awaiting new music 
in the future and am waiting 
for the opportunity to see this 
Asian American artist in Las 
Vegas for Electric Daisy Carni-
val where he will also be having 
a set. 

3 Songs For Your Playlist: 

by Taylor Harton 
ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR 
taylor.harton@uconn.edu 

COVID-19 brings out the worst in humans 

The Novel Coronavirus, 
COVID-19 or nCoV-19 is a new 
strain of respiratory disease 
which originated in Wuhan, 
China in December of last 
year and has since sickened 
98,067 people and killed over 
3,000, according to the Center 
for Disease Control. Although 
the outbreak itself is horrible, 
it also sheds light on some of 
the uglier aspects of human 
behavior: discrimination and 
selfishness. It is almost as 
though we have a disease of 
human nature occurring in 
tandem with COVID-19.  

Perhaps one of the ugliest 
side effects of the COVID-19 
outbreak is the racism and 
xenophobia against those of 
Asian descent around the 
world. Indeed, it has been 
well published over the last 
several months that the out-
break originated in the Hubei 
Province of China. But with 
that announcement there 
have been numerous instanc-
es of blatant racism against 
those perceived to be Chinese 
— including people openly 
calling COVID-19 the “China-
virus.” 

NPR tackled this issue in 
a recent article where they 
asked their readers to tell sto-
ries about instances where 
they have experienced dis-
crimination solely because 
they are Asian and “assumed” 
to have COVID-19. The re-
sponses were astonishing. 
One reader, Roger Chiang, 
recalled a situation he was in 
a few days ago where a white 
woman across from him on 
the train was glaring at him 
and covering her mouth and 
nose. When Chiang told the 
woman he did not have CO-
VID-19, she responded she 
“wasn’t racist — she just 
didn’t want to get sick.”  

Last month, The Daily Cam-
pus published an article de-
tailing student’s experiences 
at the University of Connecti-
cut with racism in the wake 

of COVID-19. Xingyi Chen, a 
sixth-semester finance ma-
jor and the founder of the 
International Student Advi-
sory Board (ISAB) at UConn, 
recalled several situations 
where those around her over-
heard racist comments being 
made by students at the uni-
versity.  

“One of my friends went to 
a club event, and some Ameri-
can students said they are go-
ing to establish 
a band called 
‘Wuhan Band,’ 
[where] every-
one who is in the 
group needs to 
wear a mask to 
sing,” Chen said. 

She also men-
tioned a situa-
tion where her a 
dining hall su-
pervisor asked 
her friend if he 
had returned to 
China over win-
ter break, and 
that the super-
visor expressed 
“relief” when 
Chen’s friend 
said he had not. 
The racism, 
however out-
ward or subtle, 
is here at UConn 
too.  

M o n i c a 
S c h o c h- S p a n a , 
a medical an-
thropologist and 
a senior scholar at the Johns 
Hopkins Center for Health 
Security, told TIME Maga-
zine last month that there 
appears to be a trend of dis-
crimination and racism in the 
face of an outbreak because 
people like to pin the blame 
onto someone/a specific co-
hort to ease their fears and 
concerns over becoming ill. 
During the Ebola outbreak 
of 2014, those of African de-
scent were targeted because 
of the disease’s Guinea origin. 
The consequences can be even 
more harmful than expected.  

“Preventing social stigma in 
the context of an outbreak of 

infectious disease is not sim-
ply altruistic,” Dr. Schoch-
Spana said. “Historically, 
people in scapegoated groups 
can be more reluctant to seek 
out medical care when they’re 
symptomatic.”  

By comparison, other dis-
eases that are believed to have 
originated in European coun-
tries or in the United States, 
by comparison, do not stir up 
racism towards the popula-

tion/general demographic in 
those areas. Take the Eastern 
Equine Encephalitis (EEE) 
outbreak of fall 2019, which 
originated in Massachusetts. 
Did we start vehemently or-
ganizing against Americans 
or calling it the “white Euro-
pean” disease? No. The issue 
with these outbreaks is that 
they expose deep-seated xeno-
phobia towards marginalized 
populations that a disturbing 
number of people harbor.  

Disease outbreaks like that 
of COVID-19 also show us just 
how selfish humans can be. 
There is a fine line that needs 
to be walked between self-

preservation (our natural in-
stinct to want to survive and 
be healthy) and unnecessary 
measures, both personally 
and professionally, that are 
fueled by selfish motives and 
not actually a genuine desire 
to keep the population safe.  

Take the recent New York 
Times story of a New Hamp-
shire man who had recently 
sought testing COVID-19. 
His immediate tests weren’t 

clear, but he was 
warned by a 
medical profes-
sional to avoid 
contact with oth-
ers until his final 
results arrived 
a few days later. 
Ignoring the or-
ders, the man 
proceeded to 
go to a crowded 
mixer at a music 
venue and days 
later, his results 
came back posi-
tive for COV-
ID-19. A second 
individual who 
was with the 
man on the night 
he went out also 
recently tested 
positive, indicat-
ing that the orig-
inal patient had 
exposed a large 
number of in-
dividuals to the 
disease.  

The man, who 
was never explictly identified 
in the article, did comply with 
the self-isolation orders by 
the state after COVID-19 was 
confirmed. However, his case 
is indicative of a problem we 
have with outbreaks: Instead 
of staying home and prevent-
ing the spread of his possible 
disease to others, he neglected 
to consider all those who may 
be especially suspectible to 
COVID-19 and went out any-
way. And it is not like he went 
out to dinner and somewhere 
where there is not a lot of 
people. He went to a crowded 
social gathering, potentially 
infecting thousands unknow-

ingly because he could not be 
brought to obey his medical 
professional’s orders. (Did 
I mention the man himself 
works at Dartmouth-Hitch-
cock Medical Center?) 

The selfishness is rampant 
in other ways that may not 
be so apparent, as well. For 
example, Sara Tasker, a Brit-
ish blogger and photographer, 
tweeted last week, “Is it me 
or is ‘coronavirus is no big 
deal because it will only kill 
old folk and those with health 
conditions’ a weirdly selfish 
and privileged take? I’m all on 
board for reducing hysteria 
but some people are so busy 
f launting their chill they’re 
forgetting that’s real life to 
many.”  

Tasker raises a good point: 
While these comments are of-
ten made to calm the fears sur-
rounding coronavirus and its 
proliferstion, they basically 
read as some Darwinist take 
that reduces the lives of the 
elderly and those of all ages 
who suffer from autoimmune 
disorders/prior conditions to 
essentially nothing. Accord-
ing to the National Institutes 
of Health, roughly 23.5 mil-
lion Americans suffer from an 
autoimmune disease — rough-
ly 7% of the population. Just 
because you may be healthy 
in terms of your age and your 
immune system functioning 
does not mean the individual 
next to you is blessed with the 
same privileges.  

COVID-19 is a horrible dis-
ease, and until we can contain 
its wrath it will surely con-
tinue to sicken and kill thou-
sands around the world. But it 
is not the only disease spread-
ing like wildfire in 2020—it 
brings along xenophobia and 
blantant displays of human 
selfishness. Psychologically-
speaking, we do not see many 
of these horrors until our 
lives are compromised. Per-
haps the best way to combat 
COVID-19 is to treat the un-
derlying diseases it harbors 
with the physical illness.  

Major side effects of the COVID-19 outbreak are xenophobia 
and racism against Asians. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SCIENTIST MAGAZINE 
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Bernie vs. Biden
struggle will hurt the Democratic Party 

Elizabeth Warren’s exit from the presidential race yes-
terday leaves only two legitimate choices for the Demo-
cratic nomination: Joe Biden and Bernie Sanders. And let 
me be clear, the process of choosing one of these candidates 
will prove detrimental to the future of the Democratic Par-
ty. 

Democratic candidates have marketed themselves to mi-
nority and working-class voters as champions of diversity 
in recent years. However, the party’s problem with diver-
sity is blatantly obvious to anyone who watched any of the 
primary presidential debates. Voters watched as the likes 
of Cory Booker, Kamala Harris, Andrew Yang and others 
fell by the wayside. The most radical Democrats love to call 
out “rich old white men,” yet their only hope of victory in 
November depends on two male millionaires from the Si-
lent Generation. 

Perhaps more ironically, the Democrats’ quest to em-
phasize diversity has further divided their party. Joe 
Biden’s campaign was resuscitated in South Carolina last 
weekend, where he won 61% of the vote among African 
Americans. Additionally, the former vice president won 
60% of the black vote in Texas, paving the way for his big-
gest Super Tuesday victory. 

But Biden’s support within this key demographic is 
largely cancelled out by the fact that Bernie Sanders scored 
huge wins on the back of Hispanic voters in Nevada and 
California, taking 53% of all Hispanic votes in Nevada. 
Even in Texas, Sanders nearly doubled Biden’s total 
among Hispanics (45% to 24%). Neither Biden nor Sanders 
can defeat President Trump without a solidified coalition 
of minority voters. 

The division among minority voters only represents 
the tip of this iceberg of division. Sanders, a self-described 
“democratic socialist” has positioned himself at the left 
edge of the American political spectrum. His call to com-

pletely overhaul the country’s health care system is increas-
ingly popular among Democrats, but a growing number of 
moderates remain opposed. Biden’s strong performances 
on Super Tuesday demonstrate the political clout of said 
moderates. 

In attempting to steer his party in a progressive direction 
on health care and other issues such as income inequality, 
Sanders may push moderates to the other side of the aisle. 
And even though Sanders condemned “Bernie Bros,” his 
supporters who act aggressively toward non-supporters, it 
is unlikely that his campaign will distance itself from the 
support it has received among radicals. 

This may seem like good news for Joe Biden, but he is far 
from a flawless candidate himself. Even Biden’s moderate 
views and his popularity as a key member of the Obama 
Administration do not change the fact that his aging is a 
cause for great concern. Even though Sanders is actually 
a year older than Biden, he has avoided Biden’s notorious 
debate gaffes, such as the suggestion that “150 million” 
Americans have died from gun violence. 

Though it seems that President Trump would have an 
easier time defeating the radical Sanders, Biden’s weak de-
bate performances would allow Trump to pounce all over 
him in the debates this fall. Whether we like to admit it or 
not, everyone can envision a helpless Biden subjected to 
Trump’s relentless debate attacks. 

I have identified multiple problems facing the Demo-
cratic Party in coming months, but I have neglected their 
biggest problem: The lack of time the party has to unite be-
hind either Biden or Sanders. Democrats have not been as 
divided as they are now since 1968, when disputes about 
the Vietnam War led to an easy victory for Republican 
Richard Nixon. Only four months remain until the Demo-
cratic National Convention in Milwaukee; in that time, the 
party must commit to one of two rivaling ideologies. 

Perhaps it will happen. But as the race stands now, I do 
not believe that Joe Biden nor Bernie Sanders will defeat 
Trump on Nov. 3.

by Carson Swick  |  CONTRIBUTOR
carson.swick@uconn.edu

black voters

hispanic voters

Biden Bernie
61% in South 

Carolina

60% in Texas

38% in 
Nevada

17% in Texas

17% in South 
Carolina

28% in 
Nevada

Biden Bernie
61% in South 

Carolina

24% in Texas

17% in 
Nevada

45% in Texas

17% in South 
Carolina

50% in 
Nevada

Biden supporters argue that 
his candidacy would be a re-
turn to civility in Washington, 
a commitment to decency and 
empathy that President Trump 
has left the capital so devoid of 
within the past four years. But 
to me, and to my friend with 
diabetes, it makes no differ-
ence. So my ask is this, take a 
look around and listen. Listen to 
the stories of those who under-
stand politics as more than just 
the point of heated discussion 
at the Thanksgiving table. Un-
derstand it for what it is. If my 
friend cannot afford his insulin, 
he will die. That is the premise 
that underlies all the political 
debates. This election is far too 
important to view politics as the 
horse race game the media and 
talking heads on CNN make 
it out to be. Talk about viabil-
ity, endorsements, civility and 
decency seems rather inconse-
quential when a loved one dies 
because the health insurance 
system in this country told them 
they weren’t worthy enough to 
save because they couldn’t af-
ford it. That’s where I find the 
difference with voters who con-
sider themselves ‘moderate.’ 
This distinction at any other 
time could be seen as commend-
able, but in the here and now, it 
is exactly what Dr. King so viv-
idly warned us to be wary of in 
that famed jail cell in Birming-
ham. 

 “I have almost reached the 
regrettable conclusion that the 
Negro’s great stumbling block 
in his stride toward freedom is 
not the White Citizen’s Council-
er or the Ku Klux Klanner, but 
the white moderate, who is more 
devoted to ‘order’ than to justice; 
who prefers a negative peace 
which is the absence of tension 
to a positive peace which is the 
presence of justice; who con-
stantly says: ‘I agree with you in 
the goal you seek, but I cannot 
agree with your methods of di-
rect action;’ who paternalistical-
ly believes he can set the timeta-
ble for another man’s freedom; 
who lives by a mythical concept 
of time and who constantly ad-
vises the Negro to wait for a 
‘more convenient season.’” 

Please don’t kill my friend. 
The stakes are far too high. 

People do not choose to men-
struate — it is a bodily pro-
cess that happens, and those 
who menstruate should not be 

forced to pay exorbitant prices 
for something that they cannot 
control. 

With Scotland’s new leg-
islation, it will hopefully set 
a precedent for more nations 
around the world. Many coun-
tries in the world still classify 
menstrual products as “luxury 
items,” making the price very 
high. In November 2019, it was 
estimated that a lifetime’s worth 
of menstrual products for those 
in London would cost about 
$2,945. This cost is only for the 
bare minimum products — not 
for any medications, or any-
thing else that can help allevi-
ate some of the other symptoms 
that also occur. 

This is clearly way too high of 
a price that only a certain group 
of the population has to pay. It 
is absurd that menstruating in-
dividuals have to pay this much 
money for something that is not 
a choice. 

There are many reasons for 
the cost persisting as it has. Part 
of it is because people do not 
like to talk about menstruation, 
which is still a taboo subject in 
many places worldwide. The 
first step to getting the kind of 
legislation that is necessary to 
pass is talking about the subject. 

Another reason is a sheer lack 

of education regarding men-
struation in many countries. In 
2019 in Germany, when groups 
were campaigning to eliminate 
the luxury tax on menstrual 
products, although there was 

a lot of positive support from 
many people, there were also 
some very negative comments. 
One such comment read, “Why 
don’t you take out your womb, 
so you no longer have this is-
sue?” Comments like this reek 
of pure ignorance. 

Lack of access to menstrual 
products is a very big problem, 
and a main contributor is the 
high prices. If more countries 
like Scotland made them free, or 
even took steps to eliminate the 
high taxes, it would be incred-
ibly beneficial to all menstru-
ating individuals around the 
world. 

Approximately 1.8 billion 
people around the world men-
struate. With the current lack 
of access to menstrual products, 
many of them are unable to par-
ticipate in aspects of their daily 
lives, such as going to work and 
school. People don’t choose to 
menstruate, so they certainly 
shouldn’t have to make choices 
about how they live their lives 

because they don’t have the 
means to control their menstru-
ation and other symptoms. 

As of November 2019, 24 
states in the U.S. still had a tax 
on menstrual products. People 

should not have to wor-
ry about how they will 
afford basic healthcare 
products — which in-
cludes menstrual prod-
ucts.  

People must have the 

conversation about menstrual 
products, which many are un-
willing to have due to the stigma 
that has always been there. Once 
this conversation has occurred, 
people may be more willing and 
likely to discuss eliminating the 
taxes on period products.  

Hopefully in the future, the 
precedent that Scotland has set 
by making these products free 
in many public areas will be 
something that more and more 
countries can implement. All 
nations across the world should 
be taking better care of their en-
tire populations, which includes 
individuals who menstruate. 
Menstruation products should 
be free, and there should be no 
question about it.

HEALTHCARE, cont. from p. 4

Moderate 
voters should 
take a stand 
on healthcare
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$2,945
amount a woman in 
London spends on 

menstrual products 
throughout her life

1.8 billion
number of 

menstruating 
individuals 

around the world

24
U.S. states with taxes 

on menstrual products

MENSTRUAL, cont. from p. 4
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After a successful last week-
end in which the Huskies went 
3-2, the UConn softball team 
will be back in action this week-
end as they travel to Harrison-
burg, Virginia to compete in the 
JMU Invitational. Games will 
start Friday morning and end 
Sunday, with UConn taking on 
Siena College, James Madison 
University and the University 
of California, with two of their 
opponents to be decided as the 
Invitational progresses. 

First up for the Huskies (11-4) 
is a matchup against Siena Col-
lege. The Saints currently sit at 
just 1-3 on the year and have not 
played in almost three weeks 
since competing in the Phoenix 
Invitational. But while it’s in 
a small sample size, we’ve al-
ready seen a few players step up 
for Siena.  

Lauren Sabihon currently 
leads eligible starters with 
a .417 batting average, while 
freshman Kaitlyn Davis is com-
ing off a four-RBI game in the 
Saint’s lone win this year. Their 
best pitcher is Maddie McMa-
hon, who is 1-1 with a 2.62 ERA 
in 10.2 innings pitched. For a 
Huskies team that likes to score 
in bunches, it will be interest-
ing to see if the Saints adjust 
their game plan entering Fri-
day’s bout. 

The later half of UConn’s 
double-header Friday sees 
them compete against the host, 
James Madison. The Dukes (10-
4) have a bit more to show for 
their season thus far, having 
already racked up wins against 
No. 17 Texas Tech and No. 19 
Missouri.  

JMU’s offense is rolling right 
now having scored 51 runs in 
their last four games compared 
to allowing just 11 The Dukes 
have been led by senior Kate 
Gordon, who leads the team 
in batting average (.532), runs 
(22), hits (25) and home runs (5). 
Gordon isn’t the only weapon 
JMU has though, as they have 
five different players who have 
scored at least 10 runs and six 
players that have eclipsed dou-
ble-digit RBIs just 14 games into 
the season. 

For as many runs as the 
Dukes score, they also let up 
a fair amount. JMU’s top two 
pitchers are Alexis Bermudez 
and Odicci Alexander whose 
respective 4.25 and 6.04 ERAs 
appear troublesome on paper, 
but their combined 7-1 record 
would suggest otherwise. They 

are spearheaded by their top-
tier offense, which should pro-
vide UConn’s pitching staff 
with one of their first real chal-
lenges. 

The Huskies are back in ac-
tion early Saturday morning to 
face off against Cal. The Bears 
have been hot and cold to start 
the season, currently sitting at 
10-9. Most recently, Cal went 1-3 
in the Judi Garman Classic in-
cluding a 5-1 loss to No. 4 LSU. 

Offensively, the Bears are led 
by the top of their lineup. Lead-
off hitter Makena Smith paces 
the team with a .452 batting 
average and 28 hits, while Mi-
kayla Coelho is hitting an im-
pressive .441 while leading the 
team with 20 RBIs. Cal will be 
relying on these two to get their 
team going early, especially 
since their defense has strug-
gled early on in the season. 

The Bears’ rotation consists 
of Alexandra Perez (5-5) and 
Chloe Romero (5-4) who own 
ERAs of 4.73 and 4.87 respec-
tively. Letting up nearly five 
runs a game with inconsistent 
performances from their pitch-
ing staff could be the opening 
the Huskies need to blow this 
one wide open. 

Similarly to Cal, UConn gets 
the majority of their offense 
from the top half of their line-
up. Aziah James and Devon 
Casazza lead the pack batting 
.333, with James leading the 
team with 18 hits. Batting third 
and fifth in the lineup, Briana 
Marcelino and Olivia Sapping-
ton pace the Huskies with two 
home runs a piece while knock-
ing in a combined 22 runs this 
season. Where UConn has 
shined this season, and the area 
that will be incredibly impor-
tant for this weekend, is their 
pitching. 

Megan O’Neil and Marybeth 
Olson have been a powerful 
duo for UConn, boasting a com-
bined 2.30 ERA and 10-2 record 
over just under 90 innings thus 
far in the season. Relief pitcher 
Katie Koshes has also come in 
on multiple occasions and per-
formed well, but O’Neil and 
Olson have each pitched mul-
tiple complete games and look 
like some of the most dominant 
pitchers in softball when they 
are on their game. 

The Huskies have looked like 
a strong competitor to start the 
season but are set to face some 
of their tougher opponents this 
weekend. If UConn can build 
upon the strengths they have 
identified thus far, they could 
come back from Virginia with a 
few more convincing wins. 

Softball: Huskies 
headed south for 
JMU Invitational 
by Conner Gilson 
STAFF WRITER
conner.gilson@uconn.edu 

Women’s Lacrosse: 
Huskies seek to remain 
undefeated at home 

Following their dominat-
ing victory over the weekend 
against Quinnipiac, the Hus-
kies seek to continue their 
perfect home streak and make 
it 4-0. 

UConn (4-1) are currently 
ranked second in the Ameri-
can, right behind East Caro-
lina. The Huskies are also on 
a three-game win streak. 

The Huskies continue to 
stride forward for a more 
successful season, and so far 
they are doing just that while 
showing off key players that 
have proven to be essential to 
the team’s core. 

Sophomore attacker Lia 
LaPrise earned a spot in the 
American’s Weekly Honor 
Roll for the second week in 
a row, following their win 
against the Bobcats. In that 
game LaPrise earned the sec-
ond-highest record of six as-
sists, with former midfielder 
Shannon Burke being the first 

with seven, as well as a goal. 
So far LaPrise has 11 goals and 
18 assists, totaling 29 points 
this season. 

UConn’s current top goal 
scorer Sydney Watson scored 
four goals against Quinnipiac 
on Saturday, bringing her to 
22 this season along with two 
assists totaling for 24 points. 
She had six shots that game, 
in which all but one were 
shots on goal. 

Another player to look out 
for is attacker Stephanie Pal-
mucci, as she is the second-
highest scorer on the team 
with 12 along with 8 assists 
this season. In last Saturday’s 
game, Palmucci tied Watson 
with four goals while provid-
ing two assists.  

So far the Huskies have 
improved their attacking 
side to which they currently 
have a shot percentage of .578 
while also having a stronger 
percentage on shots on goal 
(.844). On the defensive side, 
UConn has been getting better 
as goalkeeper Grace Beshlian 
gets more minutes as the last 

line of defense. Currently she 
has over 188 minutes played, 
and while Beshlian allowed 
35 shots to go in, she is nearly 
making it up with the 33 saves 
she’s made already. In their 
game against Quinnipiac, 
Beshlian only allowed three 
shots in while blocking nine 
others. Beshlian currently has 
a save percentage of .485. 

As for their opponents 
UMass (3-1), the Minutewom-
en’s shot percentage is lower 
(.479), however they make up 
for it in their accuracy per-
centage of .859. UConn’s of-
fense may look shaky when 
up against UMass’ defense as 
they manage to create fewer 
shots per game compared to 
the Minutewomen (30.8 and 
35.5 respectively). 

UMass played their last 
game on Sunday against Ohio 
state where they managed to 
get a 21-16 victory. They are 
currently led by their top goal 
scorer and attacker Haley 
Connaughton who has scored 
13 times so far while provid-
ing seven assists.

The Huskies win against UMass Lowell 20-14 on Friday, Feb. 23. PHOTO BY MAGGIE CHAFOULEAS, ASSOCIATE PHOTO 
EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by David Sandoval 
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT 
david.sandoval@uconn.edu 

NEW YORK (AP) — Mika 
Zibanejad scored five goals 
to match the New York Rang-
ers’ record, capping the scor-
ing spree 33 seconds into 
overtime in a wild 6-5 vic-
tory over the Washington 
Capitals on Thursday night.

Zibanejad is the second 
player in NHL history to 
score his fifth goal in OT, 
joining Detroit’s Sergei Fe-
dorov, who accomplished the 
feat on Dec. 26, 1996 — also 
against Washington.

The Rangers center is also 
the first player with five 
goals in a game since Win-
nipeg’s Patrik Laine did it 
in an 8-4 win over St. Louis 
on Nov. 24, 2018. Zibanejad 
joined Don Murdoch (Oct. 
12, 1976) and Mark Pavelich 
(Feb. 23, 1983) as Rangers 
with five goals in a game.

Zibanejad’s 38th of the sea-
son helped New York end a 
three-game skid. He took a 
pass from Artemi Panarin 
and broke in alone and beat 

Ilya Samsonov with a back-
hand. Zibanejad is the first 
Rangers center with at least 
35 goals in a season since 
Hall of Famer Eric Lindros 
in 2001-02.

Tony DeAngelo had a goal 
and two assists, Panarin had 
three assists and Alexandar 
Georgiev made 29 saves for 
New York.

Alex Ovechkin had two 
goals, including the tying 
score with 43 second remain-
ing to force overtime. That 
came after Zibanejad scored 
on a rebound with 1:42 re-
maining to give New York a 
brief 5-4 lead.

Ilya Kovalchuk had a goal 
and an assist, and Carl Hage-
lin and Garnet Hathaway 
also scored for Washington. 
Samsonov had 33 saves for 
the Capitals.

Defense has been an issue 
for the Capitals, who have al-
lowed at least three goals for 
the 10th consecutive game. 
It’s the first time they’ve 

done that since the 2006-07 
season.

The Rangers broke a 3-3 
tie early in the third period. 
Pavel Buchnevich had the 
puck behind the net and con-
nected with Zibanejad, who 
was cutting across the net 
just 12 seconds in.

Ovechkin wristed in his 
46th of the season from the 
left faceoff circle at 9:22 to 
make it 4-4.

With game tied at 2 in the 
second, the teams traded 
goals 16 seconds apart.

First, DeAngelo scored off 
a nice pass from Panarin at 
14:42. Panarin connected 
with the defenseman, who 
was cutting toward the net 
and scored his 14th of the 
season.

The Capitals answered 
right back when Hathaway 
scored his ninth of the sea-
son.

Tied 1-1 after the first, the 
Rangers grabbed the lead in 
the second.

On a delayed penalty call 
against the Capitals, the 
Rangers were able to keep 
control of the puck in the at-
tacking zone. Adam Fox fed a 
one-timer to Zibanejad at the 
left faceoff circle and he beat 
Samsonov at 5:29.

A little more than six min-
utes later, the Capitals tied 
it at 2. From behind the net, 
Lars Eller sent a pass to Kov-
alchuk, who beat Georgiev 
with his 10th of the season 
and his first since being ac-
quired by Washington last 
month.

Georgiev was sharp early 
on in the game, including 
stopping Panik on a break-
away a little more than five 
minutes into the first period.

The Capitals kept up the 
pressure and opened the 
scoring a couple of minutes 
later. Nick Jensen sent a pass 
to Hagelin, who beat Geor-
giev with a wrister short-
side for his eighth of the sea-
son at 7:05.

The Rangers tied it on the 
power play two minutes after 
that. DeAngelo sent a pass 
from the right point to Pan-
arin. Panarin’s one-timer 
was def lected into the net by 
Zibanejad at 9:01.

NOTES: Over his past 20 
games, Hagelin has 15 points 
(seven goals, eight assists). 
Washington scratched for-
wards Travis Boyd, Bren-
dan Leipsic and defenseman 
Radko Gudas. ... DeAngelo 
is the first Rangers defense-
man with at least 50 points in 
a season since Brian Leetch 
in 2001-02. ... Forward Chris 
Kreider and goalie Igor Shes-
terkin, both injured, were 
scratched by the Rangers.

UP NEXT:
Capitals: At Pittsburgh on 

Saturday afternoon for sec-
ond game of three-game road 
trip.

Rangers: Conclude four-
game homestand against 
New Jersey on Saturday 
night.

Zibanejad scores 5 goals to 
lead Rangers past Caps in OT
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Photo of the Day | Bro hug

The men’s basketball team celebrated their Senior Night where Seniors Christian Vital (1), Alterique Gilbert (3), Temi Aiyegbusi (45), and Mamadou Diarra (Student As-
sistant Coach) made their last home appearance as a Husky. The final home game against University of Houston is win with a final score of 77-71, with Vital making 8 
free throws in a row within the last minute of gameplay to keep the team up.         PHOTOGRAPH BY ERIC WANG, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Men’s Hockey: Huskies look 
to close out season howling 

The UConn men’s hockey 
team has a chance to host the 
quarterfinals of the Hockey 
East Championship Tourna-
ment, but they have a kettle 
of River Hawks staring them 
down. 

UConn (15-14-4, 12-9-2 
Hockey East) will take on the 
No. 12 UMass Lowell River 
Hawks Friday in Lowell. 
It will be the Huskies final 
game of the regular season 
and their final chance to ce-
ment their ability to host a 
playoff series at the XL Cen-
ter in Hartford.  

Should UConn beat these 
fearsome Hawks, they will 
definitely have a spot. They 
will have secured their place 
among the hosts and can be as 
high as the No. 2 seed in the 
conference, behind the pow-
erhouse that is BC.  

This weekend they have a 
formidable opponent ahead, 
who have allowed the fifth-
least amount of goals this sea-
son, with 78. UMass is slot-
ted just above UConn in the 

conference, with 27 points. 
Should they tie, UConn will 
still have secured a hosting 
spot. If they lose, Maine and 
BU have a chance to vault 
them into the top-4.  

UConn is coming off of an 
exciting weekend after com-
ing back against No. 8 UMass 
last Friday in the last two 
minutes after goals from Marc 
Gatcomb and Kale Howarth. 
They nearly came back Sat-
urday as well, pulling it to 4-3 
with two third-period goals.  

This season UMass Low-
ell has allowed just 2.6 goals 
and 26.2 shots per game, 
but they’ve also allowed 4.4 
penalties per game. From 
UConn’s perspective, that’s 
not much of an advantage, 
though, as they have scored 
on just 13.2% of power play 
opportunities despite allow-
ing goals on nearly 28% of 
their penalties given.  

UMass is led by freshman 
forwards Carl Berglund, a 
6-foot-2 Swedish import, and 
Matt Brown as well as goal-
tender Tyler Wall. 

Berglund leads the team 
in scoring with 12 goals, the 
same amount as UConn’s 

leaders Carter Turnbull and 
Alexander Payusov. He also 
has 10 assists to his name, for 
a total of 22 points. He leads 
the team in plus-minus with a 
plus-10.  

Brown has spent the sea-
son spreading the puck to 
his teammates, dropping 18 
assists to go along with six 
goals. He leads the team in 
shots taken as well, despite 
just the six goals he has tak-
en 89 shots on the year. This 
points to a potential weak-
ness the Huskies can exploit, 
as they can entice him to take 
shots at a high volume, tak-
ing away opportunities from 
teammates with better shot 
percentages.  

Wall, very aptly named I 
might ask, has been an abso-
lute wall this season – I am so 
sorry – as he has blocked 93% 
of his shot this season and 
allowed just 2.14 goals per 
game. His save percentage is 
second in the conference to 
Maine’s Jeremy Swayman. 

UConn will play the River 
Hawks 7:15 p.m. and will be 
broadcasted on CBS All Ac-
cess.

by Mike Mavredakis 
STAFF WRITER 
michael.quinn-mavredakis@uconn.edu

The UConn men’s hockey team stunned No. 8 UMass with a pair of late goals Friday. They beat the 
Minutemen 3-2 Friday but lost 4-3 Saturday. PHOTO BY MIKE MAVREDAKIS, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The Huskies are onto week-
end No. 4 in the college base-
ball season and heading south 
to try to pick up a couple of 
wins versus the Presbyterian 
College. 

UConn is sitting at just 
4-5 so far this season, how-
ever, three of their four wins 
have come against Michigan, 
the No. 1 team in the country 
when they played (well, the 
first win was when Michigan 
was No. 8, the other two wins 
were when they were No. 1). 

They’re coming off a week-
end where they lost two of 
three games to the Univer-
sity of New Orleans, strug-
gling with their control on the 
mound for most of the series. 
In the first two games — the 
two losses — the Huskies 
walked 17 batters, and that 
doesn’t include hit by pitches, 
tack on an extra eight of those. 

“There weren’t many posi-
tives; it starts with the guys 
on the mound and we did a 
terrible job on the mound 
for the second day in a row,” 
head coach Jim Penders told 
UConn’s Chris Jones follow-
ing game two. “Leadoff walks 
again, hit batsmen, 15 freebies 
from the mound including 
wild pitches and walks. Just 
not competing, not competing 
well at all.” 

However, Nick Krauth 
f lipped the script for UCo-
nn in game three, pitching 
seven innings, giving up two 
runs but none of which were 
earned, striking out eight and 
walking just one — helping 
the Huskies avoid the series 
sweep. 

Krauth has thrown a team-
high 17.2 innings this season, 
giving up 13 hits, six walks, 

striking out 18 and allowing 
just one earned run. UConn’s 
next highest innings leader, 
Colby Dunlop, has had just 
about the opposite start to the 
season, giving up 14 earned 
runs through just 10.1 innings 
pitched. 

At the plate, Reggie Craw-
ford has had a stellar start to 
his freshman campaign, hit-
ting .400 with 7 doubles and 
13 RBIs through just 35 at-
bats. He’s sandwiched by the 
Fedkos, with Kyler hitting .471 
over 34 at-bats and Christian 
hitting .324 over 37 at-bats. 

While UConn hasn’t been 
great, Presbyterian has been 
worse, currently sitting at 2-9 
on the season. Their two wins 
have come against Brown, tak-
ing them down 6-3, and Man-
hattan, who they squeaked by 
7-6 in extras. They’re current-
ly riding a three-game losing 
streak that includes a three-
game sweep at the hands of 
Notre Dame. 

Sophomore Kyle Decker 
leads them at the plate with an 
average of .296, and Tannor 
Byrd is bringing the power, 
with three of his four hits be-
ing home runs — matching 
UConn’s team total. 

On the mound, innings 
leader Eric Miles also leads 
the team in ERA with a 2.41 
and strikeouts with 18 in his 
18.2 innings pitched. Right 
behind him is Regan Fowler 
with 17 innings, but he’s en-
joyed considerably less suc-
cess, pitching to a 7.41 ERA. 

Game one, which was origi-
nally scheduled for Friday at 
2 p.m., has been postponed 
to Saturday at 11 a.m., UConn 
Baseball announced on Twit-
ter Thursday. Game two is 
scheduled for Saturday at 2 
p.m. as the second leg of a dou-
bleheader,  and game three is 
scheduled for Sunday at noon. 

by Jorge Eckardt 
STAFF WRITER 
jorge.eckardt@uconn.edu

Baseball: Huskies 
head down to South 
Carolina to take on 
Presbyterian College 

The UConn Baseball team secures a 2-1 win against the Universi-
ty of Rhode Island. This leaves them at 25-16 in the season. PHOTO 
BY BRANDON BARZOLA, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Women’s Basketball: Huskies look 
to slam door on AAC this weekend 

UConn will have the oppor-
tunity to cap off their time in 
the American Athletic Con-
ference this weekend without 
losing a single game. 

After seven seasons con-
sisting of 136 regular season 
and 18 conference tourna-
ment games in the American, 
the Huskies have succeeded 
in winning every game.  

UConn hasn’t even come 
close to losing in the confer-
ence tournament either, win-
ning by 20 or more in all but 
two games. The two closest 
games were against USF, who 
they faced in the final round 
for five of the last six post-
seasons. In 2015 they played a 
14-point game, and in 2018 a 
16-point game. 

As for this postseason, 
UConn again has the No. 1 

seed and will have a first 
round bye. They are sched-
uled to play Saturday in the 
quarterfinals against the 
winner of No. 9 East Carolina 
versus No. 8 Temple. 

When ECU and Temple 
faced off less than two weeks 
ago, ECU pulled off a 6-point 
win at home. After falling 
down 22-11 in the first quar-
ter, the Pirates mounted a 
fourth quarter comeback in 
large part due to Taniyah 
Thompson. She finished the 
game with 23 points, scoring 
11 in the final quarter. 

Temple is entering this 
tournament skidding, losing 
their last four, while ECU has 
found a bit of a groove, win-
ning four of their last six.  

Despite Temple finishing 
their season 15-14 and ECU 
9-20, Temple’s conference re-
cord was just one game better 
than East Carolina’s. They 
are as closely seeded as pos-

sible and played a very close 
game with each other very 
recently. But I don’t think 
UConn cares which opponent 
they draw on Sunday, as nei-
ther has a real chance at win-
ning. 

UConn played Temple 
as the third game on their 
schedule, back before the 
team gelled into the product 
that they are today. Regard-
less, the Huskies won 83-54 
behind scoring contributions 
from the core four.

Christyn Williams led the 
way with 19 shooting a stellar 
8-for-12, Olivia Nelson-Odo-
da had a 15 point double-dou-
ble with five blocks, Megan 
Walker also had 15 and Crys-
tal Dangerfield had 14. Mia 
Davis scored 18, which is 
right around her season aver-
age entering the postseason.

UConn played against ECU 
closer to the middle of the 
schedule during the last week 

of January. Like the Temple 
game, the Huskies thrashed 
them, but it was even worse. 

The Huskies won that game 
98-42, holding the Pirates to 
just 10 combined points over 
the second and third quar-
ters. The 98 points are the 
second most UConn scored 
all season, and the 42 they 
allowed are tied for the sixth 
fewest. ECU turned the ball 
over 17 times, which is just 
one mark under their 18 made 
field goals.  

Thompson was held to 10 
points on 5-for-18 shooting 
and four turnovers. Lashonda 
Monk led ECU with 17 points 
on 21 shots, also turning the 
ball over four times but com-
ing up with five steals. 

Williams led the Huskies 
in scoring this game too with 
26. Freshman Anna Maku-
rat followed with 24, scoring 
exclusively from beyond the 
arc, shooting 8-for-10. Both 

guards set new career highs 
in points this game. Walker 
had a 15 point, 12 rebound 
double-double, and Aubrey 
Griffin stuffed the statsheet 
with 12 points, eight re-
bounds, five assists and three 
blocks. 

To sum things up, UConn 
should beat either Temple or 
ECU without much concern. 
I’m sure head coach Geno 
Auriemma won’t allow his 
players to take any opponents 
lightly in a tournament set-
ting, but I don’t expect UCo-
nn’s quarterfinal game to be 
very close. 

The entire AAC tourna-
ment will be played at Mohe-
gan Sun Arena in Uncasville, 
Conn. UConn’s quarterfinal 
game will be played Satur-
day at 2 p.m. If they win, they 
will move on to play Sunday 
at 4 p.m. After that would be 
the finals, which are Monday 
night at 7 p.m.

For their final game at Gampel Pavilion this season, the UConn women’s basketball team celebrates senior day against UCF. They defeated UCF 66-53. PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE 
LAO, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Sean Janos 
STAFF WRITER
sean.janos@uconn.edu

They came to Storrs in a class 
of five. 

The future of UConn looked 
bright: Two years removed from 
a National Title, a program alum 
running the show and five top-
100 recruits on their way. 

But a lot can happen over 
four years. There were injuries 
and there were transfers. There 
was the first losing season since 
Jim Calhoun came to town, one 
of three in a row. All that can 
stack up against a program, de-
ter those involved from pushing 
forward and warn others from 
climbing aboard. 

But Christian Vital and Alte-
rique Gilbert chose to ride it out. 
They watched classmates Juwan 
Durham and Vance Jackson find 
homes elsewhere. They watched 
Mamadou Diarra fight and battle 
through knee injuries before de-
ciding to join the coaching staff. 
For Gilbert, it was a pair of sea-
son-ending shoulder surgeries. 
For Vital, it was learning to trust 
the process and a new coach. 

“That’s my boy,” Vital said of 
Gilbert. “He’s been through a lot. 
He came in a McDonald’s All-
American, highly touted. Went 
through some injuries, but he 
persevered. I learned a lot from 
Al. just how to persevere. How 
to face adversity head-on. It’s 
gonna hit you sometimes, you’re 
gonna have hard times. It’s never 
going to be just perfect straight 
through, but the way he played 
tonight, that’s the Al I know.” 

Vital even teased the idea of 
moving on from UConn after 
2016, but “the grass isn’t always 
greener.” Following his sopho-
more campaign Vital tested the 

NBA waters, but he came back. 
There was some doubt that he 
wouldn’t return for his senior 
year — after all, he and Dan Hur-
ley did not always see eye-to-eye 
and he was even benched for a 
while — but again, he came back. 

“There were times last year I 
wasn’t sure if we could co-exist,” 
Hurley said. “But man, that’s the 
joy of coaching, to see a young 
man just change and mature and 
develop into a great player.” 

“It wasn’t always the best 
times with me and him, but one 
thing about each other that we 
understand and respect that 
we’re resilient, we wanna win 
and we’re competitive,” Vital 
said on his relationship with 
Hurley. “I think once we found 
each other’s spots and started 
to understand each other a little 
bit more, we started to put it to-
gether.” 

Like a marriage, Vital and Gil-
bert stayed committed through it 
all. For better, for worse, for rich-
er, for poorer, in sickness and 
in health. The poorest of times 
began when the Huskies, who 
entered the season the No. 18 
team in the country, lost to Wag-
ner in 2016. Then there was the 
35-point loss to Arkansas in the 
PK80 the next year and losses 
to Villanova in consecutive sea-
sons. Even this year there was 
doubt, like after the loss to St. 
Joes at Gampel. 

There was a dull sickness over 
the program that had every die-
hard fan infected, wondering 
how it could happen to a school 
that calls itself “The Basketball 
Capital of the World.” 

by Kevin Arnold 
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR 
kevin.arnold@uconn.edu

Men’s Basketball 
Notebook: Vital, Gilbert 
say farewell to Gampel 

“It meant a lot. I ain’t gonna lie, 
it meant a lot,” Vital said on end-
ing his Gampel career on that note. 
“Just everything the program has 
been through, what my teammates 
have been through, what I’ve been 
through personally, to win like 
that, in front of a crowd like that, 
on a night like this? It meant a lot. 
I’ll remember it for a long time.”

Vital had 26 in the game, moving 
him into the top-10 on UConn’s all-
time scoring list. Freshman James 
Bouknight had 17 points and seven 
boards and junior Isaiah Whaley 
added 13 points and five rebounds. 
UConn’s typical brand of superb 
defense was especially dominant 
on Thursday, holding a danger-
ous Houston team to 36% shoot-
ing and keeping perhaps the best 
rebounding team in the country in 
check on the boards.

“To play and defeat a team like 
Houston, you damn near have to 
kill ‘em,” head coach Dan Hurley 
said. “Great defensive effort, and I 
couldn’t be prouder of this group.” 

If you ask head coach Kelvin 
Sampson, the game was lost (or 
won, from UConn’s perspective) 
on a play midway through the 
second half. With 8:06 remain-
ing and UConn clinging to a one-
point lead, Vital stepped in front 
of a Houston pass, keying a fast 
break. It was Vital’s night to shine, 
but in this moment, he passed it 
ahead to Bouknight, who made a 
tough layup through contact. The 
crowd was sent into a frenzy, and 
the Huskies had a three-point lead 
that they would never relinquish. 

In the box score, that play goes 
down as an ordinary steal-and-
score. But it was the point where, 
even as just a three-point lead, the 
Huskies finally felt in firm control. 
And, if you want to take it a step 
further, that simple pass from Vi-
tal to Bouknight was a passing of 

the torch from the present to the 
future of UConn men’s basketball. 

“In an environment like this, a 
live-ball turnover is like pouring 
gasoline on a burning car — it’s 
gonna explode,” Sampson said on 
that moment. “I’ve been in this 
building when Jim [Calhoun] was 
the coach, and it sounded like the 
old days in there tonight.” 

Two minutes later, Vital had a 
second steal-and-score, this time 
taking it himself, that sent the 
crowd into absolute mayhem. He 
had 14 of UConn’s last 21 points, 
refusing to end his Gampel career 
on a loss. 

“I could tell on a lot of posses-
sions that he just wasn’t gonna let 
us lose,” Whaley said. “Especially 
at the end, when they started mak-
ing a bunch of 3s, he demanded 
the ball so he could get to the free 
throw line because he wasn’t gon-
na let us lose. That’s tremendous 
leadership on him.” 

Vital, along with Gilbert, Temi 
Aiyegbusi and Mamadou Diarra 
were all honored in Senior Night 
pregame ceremonies. Hurley was 
noticeably emotional, particu-
larly when Vital’s name was an-
nounced one final time at Gampel. 

“I mean, there were times last 
year when I wasn’t sure if we 
could coexist,” Hurley said. “But 
that’s the joy of coaching — to see 
a young man change, mature and 
develop into a great player. He’s 
played as well as anyone in the 
conference in the last six, seven 
weeks.” 

Gilbert, who was questionable 
to play with back spasms, had a 
quiet nine points and two assists 
but was simply tremendous on the 
defense end. His on-ball defense 
was a large reason why Houston 
starting guard Marcus Sasser, 
perhaps the Cougars’ best player 
as of late, shot 1-for-12 from the 
floor. 

“Al was big-time, not know-
ing if he was gonna play,” Bouk-

night said. “He came out and was 
dominant. He locked up their best 
player.”  

Houston scored the first five 
points of the game but for the next 
seven minutes, it was all Huskies. 
UConn answered with a 16-0 run, 
as Houston appeared utterly rat-
tled by the defensive pressure and 
raucous crowd.  

The Cougars ended the half on 
a 10-0 run to carry a seven-point 
lead into the second half, but Hur-
ley’s message at the halftime was 
clear: We’re the better team. 

“We outplayed them in the first 
half. Sometimes I go in there and 
go nuts, but that wasn’t the case 
today,” Hurley said. “It was about 
building their confidence up at 
halftime, and letting them know 
to beat a team of this caliber, you 
gotta weather the storms.” 

Having weathered the storm, 
the Huskies stormed back after 
halftime, tying it up at 41 apiece 
with 16:13 left on a Vital corner 3, 
and they only kept coming. Those 
two Vital steal-and-scores were 
part of an 11-0 run that would 
turn out to be the game-clinching 
stretch.  

Vital hit a circus layup with 
3:36 remaining to push the lead to 
nine, and Bouknight immediately 
followed it up with an even more 
improbable layup to make it 11. 
As you can imagine, Gampel was 
shaking. 

Vital addressed the crowd after 
the game, concluding his speech 
with, “Snipa out,” before ceremo-
niously dropping the mic. With 
the win, Hurley has now defeated 
every team in The American at 
least once, and this season, UConn 
has now beaten each of the top-
four seeds in the conference. 

“This was a mental hurdle for us 
that we now know, as the Univer-
sity of Connecticut heads to Dallas 
for the conference tournament,” 
Hurley said with a smirk, “that we 
can beat anyone in the field.” 
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Huskies storm back to upset 
Houston on Senior Night 
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Snipa Out.
UCONN BEATS HOUSTON 
ON SENIOR NIGHT

Not many things have 
gone right for UConn during 
Christian Vital’s and Alte-
rique Gilbert’s four-year ca-
reers. But on Thursday, for 
once, everything went per-
fectly. 

Fueled by tenacious de-
fense, a deafening crowd and 
of course, a healthy dose of 
pure heart from the senior 
backcourt, Vital and Gilbert 
got the best send-off they 
could’ve asked for: A thrill-
ing upset of No. 21 Houston 
in front of a packed Gampel 
Pavilion on Senior Night. 

 “Over the last three years, 
it’s been a lot of adversity. 
I would say this is a little of 

the reward, but we just gotta 
keep building,” Gilbert said. 
“We know if we stay together 
as a team, we’ve got a chance 
of beating anyone in the con-
ference, absolutely.” 

Led by 19 second half 
points from Vital, the Hus-
kies (18-12, 9-8 The Ameri-
can) fought back from a 
seven-point halftime deficit 
to knock off the Cougars, 77-
71. Houston (22-8, 12-5) had a 
3-point onslaught in the final 
minute but fittingly, it was 
Vital who calmly stepped to 
the line each time, going a 
perfect 8-for-8 from the line 
in the final minute to seal the 
win. 
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The Men’s Basketball Team celebrated their Senior Night where Seniors Christian Vital (1), 
Alterique Gilbert (3), Temi Aiyegbusi (45), and Mamadou Diarra (Student Assistant Coach) made 
their last home appearance as a Husky. The final home game against University of Houston is 
win with a final score of 77-71, with Vital making 8 free throws in a row within the last minute 
of gameplay to keep the team up.
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