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UConn Cyber places second at
national cybersecurity competition

by Pierce Colfer
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE//HIM/THEY/THEM

pierce.colfer@uconn.edu

On March 23, UConn Cyber
placed second out of 165 teams in
CyberSEED, a national cybersecu-
rity competition hosted by the Uni-
versity of Connecticut. The team,
ERROR 404, was composed of the
club’s president Anthony Crisci,
vice president Robert Stawarz and
treasurer Ronak Sahu, and earned
2290 points out of a possible 2400
at the competition.

CyberSEED is a “Capture the
Flag” cybersecurity competition
hosted annually by UConn, and
gives teams a variety of cyberse-
curity challenges to battle for the
top spot. These challenges include
“reverse engineering, web appli-
cation security, network traffic
analysis, cryptography and more,”
according to CyberSEED’s web-
site. UConn Cyber has competed
in CyberSEED previously, but has
never placed second before, which
earned them a prize of $2500.

In an emailed response, the
members of ERROR 404 talked
about their experience with UCo-
nn Cyber and the competition.

The University of Connecticut’s College of Engineering Connecticut Advanced Computing Center
hosts a national cyber security competition, CyberSEED. Since 2014, this competition has allowed
cyber security teams from all around the country to compete in “Capture the Flag” cybersecurity

challenges.

“We beat colleges with way bet-
ter Cybersecurity funding, cours-
es, and just generally way better
Cybersecurity programs than
UConn. It feels good and hope-
fully helps bring more attention
to, in my opinion, one of, if not the
most important area of technol-
ogy,” said Crisci. “Cybersecurity
doesn’t get much love from UCo-
nn in general (funding, courses,

etc.) so still being able to perform
how we did just re-enforces our
motivation to continue the club,
continue learning on our own, and
continue spreading our message
of Cybersecurity importance.”
One aspect of CyberSEED is the
“incident report presentation.” For
this presentation, teams are given
a prompt coming tasked with find-
ing out what went wrong and give
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a presentation on how the team
uncovered it to a panel of cyber-
security professionals, who act as
judges. They are tasked with find-
ing out “the threat level, business
solutions, and people who need to
know about this so that the damage
is as minute as possible and more,”
according to Sahu.

Sahu talked about how, before
the incident report, their team was

fourth on the leaderboard, and
they were expecting their overall
score to go down after the report.

“In CyberSeed 2023 we got
110/300 [on the incident re-
port] which was making me
think that our rank was going
to go down from fourth pretty
bad,” wrote Sahu. “But after
the eighth team’s score was re-
leased, it was really exciting to
see that our team was not get-
ting called up and we all were
excited to know that we placed
second and that we got 280/300
in the incident report briefing.”

On April 5, UConn Cyber will
compete in their next competi-
tion, the National Cyber League.
UConn Cyber placed first at
NCL in 2023, and they’re hop-
ing to carry that into this year’s
NCL along with their second-
place finish at CyberSEED.

UConn Cyber is free to all stu-
dents and meets from 6:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays. They
strive to provide opportunities for
hands-on experience, professional
development and community
service to all members. For more
information, you can visit UConn
Cyber’s UConntact.

Former Sen. Joe Lieberman, Democrats’ VP pick in 2000, dead at 82

No Labels Founding Chairman and former senator Joe Lieberman
speaks in Washington on Jan. 18, 2024. Lieberman died Wednesday,
March 27, according to a statement issued by his family. FiLE PHOTO/AP

NEW YORK (AP) — Former
U.S. Sen. Joe Lieberman of Con-
necticut, who nearly won the
vice presidency on the Demo-
cratic ticket with Al Gore in the
disputed 2000 election and who
almost became Republican John
McCain’s running mate eight
years later, has died, according to
a statement issued by his family.

Lieberman died in New York
City on Wednesday due to com-
plications from a fall, the state-
ment said. He was 82.

The Democrat-turned-inde-
pendent was never shy about
veering from the party line.

Lieberman’s independent
streak and especially his nee-
dling of Democratic presidential
nominee Barack Obama during
the 2008 presidential contest
rankled many Democrats, the
party he aligned with in the Sen-
ate. Yet his support for gay rights,
civil rights, abortion rights and
environmental causes at times
won him the praise of many lib-
erals over the years.

Lieberman came tantalizingly
close to winning the vice presiden-
cy in the contentious 2000 presi-
dential contest that was decided
by a 537-vote margin victory for
George W. Bush in Florida after a
drawn-out recount, legal challeng-
es and a Supreme Court decision.
He was the first Jewish candidate
on a major party’s presidential
ticket and would have been the
first Jewish vice president.

He was also the first national
Democrat to publicly criticize

For more...

UCHP’S TALK | PAGES 4-5

Dr. Oscar Guera visits UConn

Oaily

for a Fellow’s Talk

dailycampus.com

President Bill Clinton for his ex-
tramarital affair with a White
House intern.

Lieberman sought the Demo-
cratic presidential nomination
in 2004 but dropped out after
a weak showing in the early
primaries. Four years later, he
was an independent who was
nearly chosen to be McCain’s
running mate. He and McCain
were close pals who shared
hawkish views on military and
national security matters.

McCain was leaning strongly
toward choosing Lieberman for
the ticket as the 2008 GOP con-
vention neared, but he chose
Sarah Palin at the last minute
after “ferocious” blowback from
conservatives over Lieberman’s
liberal record, according to Steve
Schmidt, who managed Mc-
Cain’s campaign.

Lieberman generated contro-
versy in 1998 when he scolded
Clinton, his friend of many
years, for “disgraceful behavior”
in an explosive speech on the
Senate floor during the height of
the scandal over his relationship
with Monica Lewinsky. Yet Li-
eberman later voted against the
impeachment of Clinton.

He defended his partisan
switches as a matter of con-
science, saying he always had the
best interests of Connecticut vot-
ers at heart. Critics accused him
of pursuing narrow self-interest
and political expediency.

In announcing his retirement
from the Senate in 2013, Lieber-
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man acknowledged that he did
“not always fit comfortably into
conventional political boxes” and
felt his first responsibility was to
serve his constituents, state and
country, not his political party.
He had a tortured relationship
with Democrats.

During his final Senate
speech, Lieberman urged Con-
gress to look beyond party lines
and partisan rancor to break
Washington gridlock.

“It requires reaching across
the aisle and finding partners
from the opposite party,” said
Lieberman. “That is what is
desperately needed in Wash-
ington now.”

Harry Reid, who served
as Senate Democratic leader,
once said that while he didn’t
always agree with the inde-
pendent-minded Lieberman,
he respected him.

“Regardless of our differ-
ences, I have never doubted Joe
Lieberman’s principles or his
patriotism,” said Reid .
“And I respect his independent
streak, as it stems from strong
convictions.”

Privately, some Democrats
were often less charitable about
Lieberman’s forays across party
lines, which they saw as disloyal.
He bolted his party and turned
independent after a 2006 Senate
primary loss in Connecticut.

Lieberman’s strong support
of the Iraq War hurt his state-
wide popularity. Democrats re-
jected Lieberman and handed
the 2006 primary to a political
newcomer and an anti-war can-
didate, Ned Lamont.

Defying Democratic leaders
and friends, Lieberman ran suc-
cessfully for reelection as an inde-
pendent and drew support from
some Republican allies. Lieber-
man won praise from the White
House and fundraising help from
prominent Republicans, such
as then-New York Mayor Mike
Bloomberg, who himselflater ran
as an independent.

Lieberman made his Senate ex-
perience and congressional clout
a strong selling point, saying he’d
fight hard for the state’s defense
jobs and its fair share of federal
largesse. The strategy paid off.

Lieberman won reelection to a
fourth term, even though many
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of his Democratic allies and
longtime friends, including for-
mer Sen. Chris Dodd, supported
Lamont. Lieberman was candid
about what he considered a be-
trayal by old pals such as Dodd,
but the two men later reconciled.

After his rebound reelection
in 2006, Lieberman decided
to caucus with Democrats in
the Senate, who let him head
a committee in return because
they needed his vote to help
keep control of the closely di-
vided chamber. But it wasn’t
long wuntil Lieberman was
showing his independent
streak and ruffling his Demo-
cratic caucus colleagues.

Despite the decision of Dem-
ocrats to let him join their
caucus as an independent, Li-
eberman was an enthusiastic
backer of McCain in the 2008
presidential contest.

Lieberman’s speech at the
2008 GOP presidential nomi-
nating convention criticizing
Obama, the Democratic presi-
dential nominee, struck a deep
nerve with many Democrats.

Lieberman cast Obama as
a political show horse, a light-
weight with a thin record of ac-
complishment in the Senate de-
spite his soaring eloquence as a
speaker.

“In the Senate, during the 31/2
years that Sen. Obama has been
a member, he has not reached
across party lines to ... accom-
plish anything significant, nor
has he been willing to take on
powerful interest groups in the
Democratic Party to get some-
thing done,” Lieberman said at
the convention.

“Eloquence is no substitute for
arecord,” he said.

Lieberman campaigned heart-
ily across the country for Mec-
Cain. Many Democrats consid-
ered it a betrayal to Obama and
his former party colleagues.

“Joe Lieberman has said
things that are totally irrespon-
sible when it comes to Barack
Obama,” House Democratic
leader Nancy Pelosi of Califor-
nia said in a radio interview
during the 2008 race.

After the election, there was
speculation Senate Democrats
might strip Lieberman of his
chairmanship of the Senate
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Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs Committee
as payback. Sen. Patrick Leahy,
D-Vt., chair of the Judiciary
Committee, was among those
who said Lieberman should
lose his chairmanship. Leahy
branded Lieberman’s attacks on
Obama as “beyond the pale.”

But at Obama’s urging, Sen-
ate Democrats decided not to
punish Lieberman for support-
ing McCain and the GOP ticket.
Obama was eager to strike a bi-
partisan tone for his presidency
and giving Lieberman a pass
helped reinforce that message.

Yet Vermont Sen. Bernie
Sanders, an independent and
staunch liberal, called it a “slap
in the face” for millions of Amer-
icans who backed Obama.

Lieberman was known in the
Senate for his hawkish foreign
policy views, his pro-defense
bent and his strong support for
environmental causes.

Five weeks after the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks, he became one of
the first politicians to call for the
ouster of Iraqi leader Saddam
Hussein and later voted in favor
of the military invasion of Iraq.
His vocal support for the war
would later help doom his can-
didacy in the 2006 Connecticut
Democratic primary.

Lieberman tended to vote
with Democrats on most issues
and was a longtime supporter
of abortion rights, a stance that
would have proved problem-
atic with conservatives had
McCain chosen him as his run-
ning mate in 2008.

He played a key role in the leg-
islation that created the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

Lieberman grew up in Stam-
ford, Connecticut, where his fa-
ther ran a liquor store. Lieberman
graduated from Yale University
and Yale Law School in New Ha-
ven As Connecticut’s attorney
general from 1983 to 1988, he was
a strong consumer and envi-
ronmental advocate. Lieberman
vaulted into the Senate by defeat-
ing moderate Republican incum-
bent Lowell Weicker in 1988.

After leaving the Senate in
2013, Lieberman joined a New
York City law firm.

Lieberman and his wife, Ha-
dassah, have four children.
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Should college essays touch on
race? Some feel the affirmative
action ruling leaves them no choice

CHICAGO (AP) — When she
started writing her college es-
say, Hillary Amofa told the story
she thought admissions offices
wanted to hear. About being the
daughter of immigrants from
Ghana and growing up in a small
apartment in Chicago. About
hardship and struggle.

Then she deleted it all.

“I would just find myself kind
of trauma-dumping,” said the
18-year-old senior at Lincoln Park
High School in Chicago. “And I'm
just like, this doesn’t really say any-
thing about me as a person.”

When the Supreme Court ended
affirmative action in higher educa-
tion, it left the college essay as one
of few places where race can play
a role in admissions decisions. For
many students of color, instantly
more was riding on the already
high-stakes writing assignment.
Some say they felt pressure to ex-
ploit their hardships as they com-
peted for a spot on campus.

Amofa was just starting to think
about her essay when the court is-
sued its decision, and it left her with
a wave of questions. Could she still
write about her race? Could she be
penalized for it? She wanted to tell
colleges about her heritage but she
didn’t want to be defined by it.

In English class, Amofa and
her classmates read sample es-
says that all seemed to focus on
some trauma or hardship. It left
her with the impression she had
to write about her life’s hardest
moments to show how far she'd
come. But she and some of her
classmates wondered if their lives
had been hard enough to catch the
attention of admissions offices.

“For a lot of students, there’s
a feeling of, like, having to go
through something so horrible
to feel worthy of going to school,
which is kind of sad,” said Amo-
fa, the daughter of a hospital tech-
nician and an Uber driver.

This year’s senior class is the
first in decades to navigate college
admissions without affirmative
action. The Supreme Court upheld
the practice in decisions going back
to the 1970s, but this court’s con-
servative supermajority found it is
unconstitutional for colleges to give
students extra weight because of
their race alone.

Still, the decision left room for
race to play an indirect role: Chief
Justice John Roberts wrote uni-
versities can still consider how an
applicant’s life was shaped by their
race, “so long as that discussion is
concretely tied to a quality of char-
acter or unique ability.”

“A benefit to a student who
overcame racial discrimination,
for example, must be tied to that
student’s courage and determina-
tion,” he wrote.

Scores of colleges responded
with new essay prompts asking
about students’ backgrounds.

Printing since 1896, The Daily Campus is the oldest
and largest independent student publication at the
University of Connecticut. The Daily Campus circulates
5,000 newspapers daily and strives to serve the student
body by delivering accurate, relevant and timely news
and content, both in print and online at Daily Campus.
com. Our staffis comprised entirely of students, with
roughly 200 undergraduates gaining professional
development while contributing to the daily produc-

Max Decker;, a senior at Lincoln HighASh
on writing his college essays, in Portland, Ore., Wednesday, March 20, 2024.

Brown University asked appli-
cants how “an aspect of your grow-
ing up has inspired or challenged
you.” Rice University asked stu-
dents how their perspectives were
shaped by their “background, ex-
periences, upbringing, and/or ra-
cial identity.”

WONDERING IF SCHOOLS
‘EXPECT A SOB STORY’

When Darrian Merritt started
writing his essay, he knew the
stakes were higher than ever be-
cause of the court’s decision. His
first instinct was to write about
events that led to him going to live
with his grandmother as a child.

Those were painful memories,
but he thought they might play well
at schools like Yale, Stanford and
Vanderhbilt.

“I feel like the admissions com-
mittee might expect a sob story
or a tragic story,” said Merritt, a
senior in Cleveland. “And if you
don’t provide that, then maybe
they’re not going to feel like you
went through enough to deserve
having a spot at the university. I
wrestled with that a lot.”

He wrote drafts focusing on his
childhood, but it never amounted
to more than a collection of memo-
ries. Eventually he abandoned the
idea and aimed for an essay that
would stand out for its positivity.

Merritt wrote about a sum-
mer camp where he started to
feel more comfortable in his own
skin. He described embracing
his personality and defying his
tendency to please others. The
essay had humor — it centered
on a water gun fight where he
had victory in sight but, in a co-
medic twist, slipped and fell. But
the essay also reflects on his feel-
ings of not being “Black enough”
and getting made fun of for lis-
tening to “white people music.”

“I was like, ‘OK, I'm going to
write this for me, and we’re just
going to see how it goes,” he
said. “It just felt real, and it felt
like an honest story.”

RO

The essay describes a break-
through as he learned “to take
ownership of myself and my fu-
ture by sharing my true personal-
ity with the people I encounter. ... I
realized that the first chapter of my
own story had just been written.”

A RULING PROMPTS
PIVOTS ON ESSAY TOPICS

Like many students, Max Deck-
er of Portland, Oregon, had drafted
a college essay on one topic, only to
change direction after the Supreme
Court ruling in June.

Decker initially wrote about his
love for video games. In a child-
hood surrounded by constant
change, navigating his parents’ di-
vorce, the games he took from place
to place on his Nintendo DS were a
source of comfort.

But the essay he submitted to
colleges focused on the community
he found through Word is Bond, a
leadership group for young Black
men in Portland.

As the only biracial, Jewish kid
with divorced parents in a pre-
dominantly white, Christian com-
munity, Decker wrote he constant-
ly felt like the odd one out. On a trip
with Word is Bond to Capitol Hill,
he and friends who looked just like
him shook hands with lawmakers.
The experience, he wrote, changed
how he saw himself.

“It’s because I'm different that
I provide something precious
to the world, not the other way
around,” he wrote.

As a first-generation college stu-
dent, Decker thought about the
subtle ways his peers seemed to
know more about navigating the
admissions process. They made
sure to get into advanced classes
at the start of high school, and they
knew how to secure glowing letters
of recommendation.

If writing about race would give
him a slight edge and show admis-
sions officers a fuller picture of his
achievements, he wanted to take
that small advantage.

His first memory about race,

ool, sits for a portrait in the school library where he often worked
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Decker said, was when he went to
get a haircut in elementary school
and the barber made rude com-
ments about his curly hair. Until
recently, the insecurity that mo-
ment created led him to keep his
hair buzzed short.

Through Word is Bond, Decker
said he found a space to explore his
identity as a Black man. It was one
of the first times he was surround-
ed by Black peers and saw Black
role models. It filled him with a
sense of pride in his identity. No
more buzzcut.

The pressure to write about race
involved a tradeoff with other im-
portant things in his life, Decker
said. That included his passion for
journalism, like the piece he wrote
on efforts to revive a once-thriving
Black neighborhood in Portland.
In the end, he squeezed in 100 char-
acters about his journalism under
the application’s activities section.

“My final essay, it felt true to
myself. But the difference between
that and my other essay was the
fact that it wasn’t the truth that I
necessarily wanted to share,” said
Decker, whose top college choice is
Tulane, in New Orleans, because
of the region’s diversity. “It felt like
I just had to limit the truth T was
sharing to what I feel like the world
is expecting of me.”

SPELLING OUT THE
IMPACT OF RACE

Before the Supreme Court rul-
ing, it seemed a given to Imani
Laird that colleges would consider
the ways that race had touched her
life. But now, she felt like she had to
spellit out.

As she started her essay, she re-
flected on how she had faced bias or
felt overlooked as a Black student in
predominantly white spaces.

There was the year in math
class when the teacher kept call-
ing her by the name of another
Black student. There were the
comments that she’d have an
easier time getting into college
because she was Black.
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“I didn’t have it easier because
of my race,” said Laird, a senior at
Newton South High School in the
Boston suburbs who was accepted
at Wellesley and Howard Univer-
sity, and is waiting to hear from
several Ivy League colleges. “I had
stuffThad to overcome.”

In her final essays, she wrote
about her grandfather, who
served in the military but was
denied access to GI Bill benefits
because of his race.

She described how discrimina-
tion fueled her ambition to excel and
pursue a career in public policy.

“So, I never settled for medioc-
rity,” she wrote. “Regardless of the
subject, my goal in class was not
just to participate but to excel. Be-
yond academics, I wanted to excel
while remembering what started
this motivation in the first place.”

WILL SCHOOLS LOSE
RACIAL DIVERSITY?

Amofa used to think affirmative
action was only a factor at schools
like Harvard and Yale. After the
court’s ruling, she was surprised
to find that race was taken into ac-
count even at some public universi-
ties she was applying to.

Now, without affirmative ac-
tion, she wondered if mostly white
schools will become even whiter.

It's been on her mind as she
chooses between Indiana Univer-
sity and the University of Dayton,
both of which have relatively few
Black students. When she was one
of the only Black students in her
grade school, she could fall back on
her family and Ghanaian friends
at church. At college, she worries
about loneliness.

“That’s what 'm nervous about,”
she said. “Going and just feeling so
isolated, even though I'm constant-
ly around people.”

The first drafts of her essay
focused on growing up in a low-
income family, sharing a bedroom
with her brother and grandmoth-
er. But it didn’t tell colleges about
who she is now, she said.

Her final essay tells how she
came to embrace her natural hair.
She wrote about going to a mostly
white grade school where class-
mates made jokes about her afro.
When her grandmother sent her
back with braids or cornrows, they
made fun of those too.

Over time, she ignored their in-
sults and found beauty in the styles
worn by women in her life. She
now runs a business doing braids
and other hairstyles in her neigh-
borhood.

“Istopped seeing myselfthrough
thelens of the European traditional
beauty standards and started see-
ing myself through the lens that I
created,” Amofa wrote.

“Criticism will persist, but it los-
esits power when you know there’s
acrown on your head!”
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Study Break

Be a Change Maker. Volunteer Today!

@ Pfizer

Clinical Research Unit

New Haven The Pfizer Clinical Research Unit in New Haven, Connecticut

is seeking healthy volunteers age 18-49 for a clinical trial
comparing a study vaccine for flu to another flu vaccine.

This study involves: You could receive up to

= 7 visits over 7 months, $100 for bringing a friend
about 2-4 hours each with you. Just:

= 2 doses of study vaccine or 1. Schedule your appointment
comparator vaccine/placebo 2. Tell your friends to sign up

= Compensation up to $3,000% and say you referred them

Study Number C5561001 © =

NewHavenCRU.com
more about our referral program.
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plus a bonus for travel 3. You and your friend
*Based on 7 planned visits, complete a screening visit
inclusive of screening Call or visit our website to learn
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Showman” role 29 Burro LIA|[CI|E AIB|A|T|E | |ID|E|A
45 “_your heart 25 CheW (On) TIY|K|E RIOIB|O|T DIUIS|K
out!” 26 Lav 03/28/24
46 Apple computer Tz T3 2 5 [6 |7 8 [9 [0 |11 [12 |3
47 Siete dias
49 Centipede’s 14 15 16
multitude
51 Body of work 17 19
53 Firm
57 Chatted privately, [*°
briefly =7
60 “It’s not really

working for me”
61 Admonition to
bickering kids
62 Electric guitar
effect
64 “Back so soon?”
66 Audrey Tautou
role
67 Long for
68 Vox populi,
VOX ___
69 Flexor counterpart
70 “Who ___ could it
be?”
71 Parka part

DOWN
1 Vatican-related
2 “| Drink Wine” j
. e By Emma. Lawson & Amie Walker 03/28/24
singer ©2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

CLASSIFIEDS

Policy: Classifieds are non-refundable. Credit will be given if an error materially affects the meaning of the ad and only for the first incorrect insertion. Ads will only be printed
if they are accompanied by both first and last name as well as telephone number. Names and numbers may be subject to verification. All advertising is subject to acceptance by
The Daily Campus, which reserves the right to reject any ad copy at its sole discretion. The Daily Campus does not knowingly accept ads of a fraudulent nature.
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by Desirae Sin | STAFF WRITER | SHE/HER/HERS | desirae.sin@uconn.edu

Dr. Oscar Guerra show-
cased his new documentary
“Invisible Wounds: Unveiling
Migration Trauma” as part
of the last Fellow’s Talk of
the semester on Wednesday,
March 27. Guerra is an associ-
ate professor of film and video
production at the University
of Connecticut and a producer
at PBS Frontline.

The movie “chronicles
15-year-old Ruth’s migra-
tion from Honduras to the
U.S. upon discovering her
pregnancy,” according to the
synopsis. “The film critically
examines mental health bar-
riers, offering a timely and
empathetic portrayal of the
often-overlooked  struggles
faced by this vulnerable sec-
tor of American society.”

Guerra first described
his creative process for the
film, where he collaborated
with Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, Harvard University and
UConn. He initially came
across research on immi-
gration and mental health
through faculty at Johns
Hopkins, where he asked
them “Do you think anyone
in the community is read-
ing this?” They answered
no, and Guerra knew that he
needed to turn their research
into a visual medium for au-
diences to understand.

The main protagonist of the
film is Ruth Fajardo, whom
Guerra met through contacts
at Harvard. He emphasized
the importance of fostering
relationships with the film’s
subjects by earning and
maintaining their trust.

The movie was an emotion-
al journey for all involved.
Guerra stated that “it’s about
finding commonalities at the
end of the day.” He found that
the Fajardo family’s stories
resonated with him, as he un-
derstood what it’s like to come

from an immigrant family.

There were also challenges
associated with the film it-
self beyond its emotional toll.
Guerra described a situation
in which he spoke with a dis-
tributor, and they stated that
people are tired of hearing
immigration stories. But this
did not deter him as Guerra
understood the power of sto-
rytelling. “It’s doing work for
the people you’re trying to
help,” said Guerra.

At the talk, Guerra showed
about 15 minutes of the
34-minute film. It begins
with Fajardo recounting her
mental state at the time. “No-
body talks about depression
in Latino houses,” stated Fa-
jardo. She became pregnant
at 15 years old, and her family
believed she’d be better off in
the United States. The jour-
ney took her through Guate-
mala and at various points,
she had to cross rivers and
avoid border patrols. On Dec.
1, 2004, Fajardo completed
her journey.

The movie includes inter-
views with both Fajardo and
her mother, who both ac-
knowledged there was a dis-
connect between them. Previ-
ously they had mostly spoken
over the phone, but this was
the first time they had been
together in close proximity
for a long period of time.

After giving birth, Fajardo
dealt with postpartum de-
pression, which exacerbated
her already declining mental
health. An incident that oc-
curred between the two was
when Fajardo left the house
at night, leaving her baby in
the crib. When her mother
found out, she struck Fajar-
do, leading to Fajardo leaving
the house on her own.

See GUERRA, p. 5

9292,0290,.0,.0.0,90,.0,0.90.0,.0,0.90,.0,.0.0.90,.0,0,90,.90,0. 0.




Thursday, March 28, 2024 e DailyCampus.com ‘ﬂwvﬂaﬂgwmvm 05

L ATINO MIGR ANTS
MENTAL HEALTH

Dr. Oscar Guerra (right) showcased his upcoming documentary “Invisible Wounds: Unveiling Migration Trauma” at UConn’s Humanities Institute on Wednesday, March
27, 2024. Dr. Ana Maria Diaz-Marcos (left) responded to Guerra’s presentation.
PHOTO COURTESY OF DESIRAE SIN, STAFF WRITER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

GUERRA, cont. from p. 4

After talking about this in-
cident, Fajardo reveals to the
audience that she was molest-
ed by her uncle at four years
old, but the environment in
Honduras and the church
prevented her from healing
past her trauma. The notion
that a woman must be a vir-
gin to be wed was, and still is,
prevalent, so Fajardo felt that
she was unworthy because of
this. “Ialways felt like I didn’t
have anybody,” said Fajardo.

The end of the 15-minute
showing revealed that Fa-
jardo’s mother took her baby
away from her custody, and
it ended on the unfortunate
note that it led to Fajardo at-
tempting to commit suicide.
Guerra stopped the film but
assured the audience that
Fajardo is now well and ac-
counted for.

A response came from Dr.
Ana Maria Diaz-Marcos, a
professor of Spanish stud-
ies at UConn who specializes
in Spanish women writers,
Spanish theater and litera-
ture. She began by mention-
ing previous work by Guerra
and how these immigration
stories involve familial sep-
aration and reunification.
“Ruth’s story is about over-
coming challenges,” stated
Diaz-Marcos.

She brought up how women
are sometimes ignored or ne-
glected in these stories but
commended Guerra for focus-
ing on the female struggles
of immigration and mental
health. Guerra responded by
stating that he comes from a
matriarchal family, so he may
be focusing innately on strong
women because he was sur- IMAGES COURTESY OF CREAZILLA
rounded by them. “A theme
finds you, not the other way
around,” noted Guerra.

Diaz-Marcos also asked
what Guerra hoped to gain
from his film. Guerra stated
that the movie intends to tell
these stories to lawmakers
who control policy. He hopes ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
that watching these stories
will push them to make the
right decisions and see mi-
grants in a sympathetic sense.

LA A
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EAY RO BEARK

by Luke Feeney
WEEKLY COLUMNIST
HE/HIM/HIS
luke.feeney@uconn.edu

Last week, I had a meeting
scheduled for 4:50 p.m. in
Oak Hall. I know it has a new
name, but given my hatred
of the new name, I refuse to
recognize it. You're going to
have to pay me at least $355K
to change my mind about the
new name.

Anyways, my meeting was
only supposed to be 10-15 min-
utes long and Storrs was being
Storrs, so naturally there were
screaming winds. These fac-
tors left me with two choices:
park in Lot K (my assigned
lot) and rely on the University
of Connecticut’s notoriously
late busing system, or park on
campus, which means risking
a ticket from UConn’s notori-
ously strict Parking Services.
But Parking Services operates
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., so I liked
my odds of not getting a ticket.
I chose the second option, went

to my meeting and I regret to
inform you that I got a ticket.
Following 20-40 seconds of
screaming words I am not al-
lowed to put into print, I start-
ed wondering why students
must pay to park. I under-
stand, and have no objection
to, charging non-students to
park on campus since they are
visiting. I also think it is more
than reasonable for UConn to
set a minimum of 54 credits for
students before being eligible
to purchase a parking pass.
Here’s what is unreason-
able: every other part of
UConn’s parking policy. Lord
help you if you are parked in
a spot where you shouldn’t be
parked. It’s common knowl-
edge that Parking Services
is notorious for handing out
tickets in all sorts of man-
ner; in 2018 they issued over
$966,000 in tickets, rang-
ing from $30 to as much as
$150, and Parking Services
has indicated that they only
want to increase the overall
cost of these fines. They’ve

HOULDN;

even toyed with the
idea of installing
boots on cars that
are parked illegally.
“We have increased
enforcement pres-

ence from the start

of the academic year
this year compared
to last year. And it’s
actually the other
way around, more
people decided it’s just
okay to not buy a per-
mit and take their chances
and get a ticket. So it’s been
a strange, really unexpected
thing,” said Associate Direc-
tor of Logistics Andy Kelly.
What Kelly neglects to men-
tion here is the insane cost that
UConn has decided to put on
an essential means of trans-
portation for their students.
UConn offers seven park-
ing areas for commuters: Lot
C, Lot I, Lot K, Lot N, Lot W,
Lot Y and the South Parking
Garage. These prices range
from $353 to nearly $1,000 for
an entire year. Students who

ILLUSTRATION BY SARAH CHANTRES, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

LOGO BY HALEIGH SCHMIDT, ASSOCIATE ARTIST EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

are already paying thousands
of dollars to live on campus
are offered parking at slightly
lower rates, though it’s cer-
tainly not a cheap investment;
residential student parking
pricing ranges from $353 to
nearly $600 for an entire year.

Kelly leaves out another
massive problem, and it is in
my opinion why more stu-
dents are taking their chances
to park on campus without
a permit: a lack of viable al-
ternatives. Students who live
off campus — nearly a third
of UConn’s total population
— have two options for trans-
portation: drive to campus or
take the bus. UConn is a mas-
sive campus, spanning 4,400
acres. Despite the scope of the
campus, UConn has persis-
tently stripped away sources
of reliable public transporta-
tion for its students. The clos-
est train station to the univer-
sity is Hartford Union Station,
which is still a 30-35 minute
drive from campus. Accord-
ing to UConn’s own website,
“We are unable to provide
transportation to and from
Hartford Union Station.”

It’s not just trains; UCo-
nn recently announced that
hours for HuskyGo shuttles
are ending earlier, and cer-
tain bus lines will have a re-
duced number of shuttles.
It is fascinating witnessing
Parking Services’ anger at
students for illegally park-

ing on the campus they are
already paying thousands of
dollars to attend, while also
stripping away any alterna-
tive form of transportation.

The solution to the prob-
lem is simple: we just create
a robust campus with strong,
frequent and reliable public
transportation that would
curb the overall need for stu-
dents to have to drive their
cars. This would also decrease
overall traffic on campus, and
we should’ve done that about
50 years ago.

To prospective students,
UConn loves to pitch them-
selves as more than a univer-
sity. UConn loves the slogan,
“Students today. Huskies for-
ever.” They adore the idea that
no matter where you go in the
world, no matter where your
talents take you, you’ll always
have a home at UConn. But let
me ask you, would you charge
your own family hundreds
of dollars to park their car at
home? Take away resources
that could make their com-
mute easier and continue to
threaten to increase the pun-
ishment time and time again?
I certainly wouldn’t.

It almost makes it seem like
UConn views their relation-
ship with the student body as
more transactional than fa-
milial, but then again what do
I know? I just had to pay them
$30 because I parked some-
where for a half hour.
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Huskytalk | You have 30 seconds to talk to anyone in history. Who is it and what are you telling them?

“Martin Luther King Jr.
because | would ask if
his real reasoning for
wanting segregation to
be over was because he
was cheating on his wife

with a white woman.”

Brianna Davis
Mechanical Engineering
Second Semester

“Marilyn Monroe, |
would ask what hap-
pened to her.”

Emma Allard
Actuarial Science
Second Semester

PHOTOGRAPHY BY OLIVIA RILEY, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

“Princess Diana, just
to like really know
what happened to
her, and tell her that
you’ll be fine.”

Luiza Zima
Physiology and Neurobiology
Second Semester

“Abraham Lincoln,
and | would ask him
what was going on
with the top hat.”

Teresa Krawiecki
Allied Health
Second Semester

YES, NO, MAYBE-SO:

To VOTE OR NOT TO VOTE?

As the 2024 electoral showdown between President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump escalates, one issue plaguing the incumbent among segments
of the Democratic party is the Biden administration’s handling of the Israeli military onslaught against Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. Voters sympathetic to Pales-
tine are thus faced with a difficult decision: Vote for President Biden against a candidate that some see as worse on foreign policy issues; vote “uncommitted” in the
Democratic primary to move the party platform away from carte blanche support for Israel; or back away from the ballot entirely.

In this “Yes, No, Maybe-So,” Luke Feeney, Dan Stark and Nell Srinath discuss the merits of voting Biden, uncommitted or not at all.

[LUKE FEENFEY,
WEEKLY COLUMNIST:

DAN STARK,
ASSOCIATE OPINION EDITOR:

NELL SRINATH,
OpriNION EDITOR:

VOTE FOR
BIDEN

Let’s get one thing straight: I am not saying
that Biden is the candidate to save America, nor
am I even suggesting that you should vote enthu-
siastically for him, but barring a complete funda-
mental overhaul of the last century of American
elections (as well as an undoing of an institution
founded in the American constitution) or death
itself, the reality is Nov. 5 is coming and one of
two men will be assuming the office of presi-
dent: Biden or Trump. In that context, it is not
even close who I would prefer; it’s Biden.

Tunderstand his ineptitude, and the very valid
concerns with his age. But every issue you can
rip Biden on, Trump does worse and louder.
Trump’s domestic policy? Horrific; in his final
year in office his utter failure to contain CO-
VID-19 led to the deaths of more than 450,000
Americans, and life expectancy fell by 1.13 years:
the biggest decrease since World War II. So
many of these deaths were avoidable; COVID-19
mortality in the U.S. was 40% higher than the
average of the other wealthy nations in the G7.

On the global stage, the man who didn’t write
“The Art of the Deal” showed just how terrible
he was at making deals. Trump pushed a for-
eign policy that undermined America’s posi-
tion in the world; North Korea built its nuclear
stockpile and better missiles despite Trump’s
personal diplomacy with Kim Jong Un. Iran re-
duced the time it would need to develop nucle-
ar weapons following the Trump administra-
tion’s unilateral exit from the 2015 nuclear pact
(the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action). Ven-
ezuela’s dictatorship is stronger, Russia, Syria
and Iran increased their influence across the
Middle East after America withdrew troops
and support. Give me incompetence over in-
sanity; give me Biden.

IMAGE COURTESY OF MATT KELLEY/AP

VOTE UNCOMMITTED

Voting uncommitted is viewed by many as a cop-out and
a waste of a vote, when really it can send a strong, damning
message to the Democratic Party from its voters. Democratic
dissatisfaction with Biden is nothing new; he only won the
2020 Democratic Primary because he was viewed as the best
candidate to take on Trump, not because he was well-liked
among Democrats. Today, polling has shown that Biden’s
support among Democrats is crumbling, even as he became
the presumptive nominee for a rematch with Trump in No-
vember. In addition to criticism of his foreign policy in the Is-
rael-Palestine conflict, two other major weaknesses for Biden
have been his recent speeches and his avoidance of the press,
both of which are easily exploitable by Trump and the Fox
News outrage machine, and could drive Trump to victory in
November, which could have disastrous consequences.

Democrats had four years to find someone younger and
more in-touch with younger voters and sim-
ply refused, leav- ing them with an in-
credibly vulner- able candidate. Vot-
ing uncommitted sends a message to
the Democratic Party that voters are
unhappy  with Biden on the ballot
again. Critics will deride it as a waste-
ful vote, but Biden has the nomination
locked up anyway, so it would serve as a
symbol of discontent.

N\

DON’T
VOTE

No politician or political party that has
materially backed the ongoing genocide in
Gaza should be rewarded by votes, either in
upcoming primaries or in the general elec-
tion next November. This includes Biden
and the Democratic Party at large. Contin-
ued support for Biden and the Democrats
despite funneling billions of dollars into the
Israeli war machine is the ultimate betrayal
of Palestinians — a clear sign that Ameri-
cans are incapable of holding our leaders
accountable even if they aid and abet in the
slaughter of over 30,000 Palestinians.

After nearly six months of slaughter, the
American political establishment has just
barely begun to move on unconditional sup-
port for Israel, to little effect. This is evinced
by Vice President Kamala Harris’ and Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken’s feckless
warnings against a ground invasion of the
Rafah border crossing, which Israel has
already been bombing for weeks. The no-
tion of voting for the Democratic party as
a form of so-called “harm reduction” has
lost all credibility, as the harm exacted by
the Biden administration on Palestine has
crossed every threshold. Supporting Biden
in the name of preventing a lesser evil sends
a message to the war hawks of Washington
that their most violent plans are tolerable to
the American people if they have a “D” in
their title rather than an “R.”

Editor’s note: “Rapid Fire,” “Point-
Counterpoint” and “Yes, No, Maybe-So”
are not necessarily accurate reflections of
writers’ opinions and may be written sole-
ly for the sake of crafting an argument.
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by Sean Ahern
STAFF WRITER
HE/HIM/HIS
sean.ahern@uconn.edu

Welcome back to another edi-
tion of Husky History, the col-
umn that highlights a former
UConn athlete and their accom-
plishments in their collegiate
and professional careers.

I often focus on athletes who
went on to enjoy great success
in playing professionally, but
this week I will flip the script
and highlight Tom Penders.

Penders, born on May 23,
1945, was named to the Na-
tional Collegiate Basketball
Hall of Fame as a coach in
2021 for his achievements
leading the Tufts, Columbia,
Fordham, Rhode Island, Tex-
as, George Washington and
Houston programs.

Although his playing days
began back in 1964 for the
UConn men’s basketball squad,
Penders still has well-known
family ties present on campus.
His nephew is UConn base-
ball’s Jim Penders, the program

leader in wins by a head coach.

Back to Tom Penders, he
was a dual-sport athlete in his
time in Storrs. He achieved a
great feat of playing in both the
NCAA Tournament and the
College World Series as a base-
ball team member.

In his sophomore season on
the court in 1964-65, the Hus-
kies won the Regular Season
Yankee Conference Champion-
ship with a perfect 10-0 league
record, landing them at 23-3
overall. Penders was as reli-
able a player as head coach Fred
Shabel could ask for, leading
the conference in games played
while averaging 8.6 points and
1.5 rebounds.

The squad qualified for the
NCAA Tournament that year
for the third season in a row.
Penders posted six points and
four rebounds in a loss to St. Jo-
seph’s in the first round.

The next time UConn made
the NCAA Tournament was in
Penders’ senior campaign when
the team won the Yankee Con-
ference once again. That season,

the guard averaged 8.0 points
and 1.3 rebounds, but fouled out
with five points in a first-round
loss to Boston College in the Big
Dance.

It was certainly a solid play-
ing career, but where Penders
shined was drawing up the x’s
and o’s. Shortly after his time
at UConn, he began his coach-
ing career at Tufts University, a
small research school located in
Medford, Massachusetts. It did
not take him long to turn the
team around into a high-level
program, and his efforts were
noticed at the Division I level.

Penders was handed the
job of coaching Columbia in
1974, just over a decade after
he was a freshman at UConn.
In four seasons, he compiled
a 43-60 record.

After Columbia, the coach
moved on to Fordham where
he enjoyed more success.
He led the Rams to the 1983
MAAC Conference Tourna-
ment title, defeating Iona 54-
53. By the end of his tenure, he
sported a 125-114 record.

After that, he returned to
New England to coach Rhode
Island for a short two-year stint.
It ended up being a tremendous
move for his career; in 1987 he
was named A-10 Coach of the
Year after leading the team to
a 20-10 record. Despite losing
in the Sweet 16 in the NCAA
Tournament to Duke 73-72,
the season made Penders a hot
name in the coaching carousel.

His next stop at Texas reju-
venated a quiet fanbase with
his team’s success. From 1993 to
1995, Penders secured consecu-
tive NCAA Tournament ap-
pearances by winning the SWC
Regular Season and Conference
Tournament Championships.

His last two stops came with
George Washington and Hous-
ton, both of which he led to
NCAA Tournament bids, with
Houston’s appearance coming
in his final coaching season.

When it was all said and
done, Penders put together a
solid career that is unmatched
by most coaches. In 33 years, he
assembled a 594-420 record at

Sports

‘ Husky History:
Tom Penders

major schools with four confer-
ence and regular season cham-
pionships. It’s important to
note he led four different teams
to the NCAA Tournament:
something very few coaches
have been able to accomplish.

College basketball coaches
are often scrutinized for their
tournament success. What is
overlooked is the young men
they help prepare for their pro-
fessional basketball careers.
Penders has had a handful
of players make appearances
in the NBA, including Tom
“Chief” Garrick, who had a
four-year stretch in the NBA
after a monumental career at
Rhode Island.

Penders displays what UCo-
nn fans have grown accus-
tomed to: former athletes suc-
ceeding at all and any levels
of their sport. If interested in
learning more about him, he’s
active on his X account and is
the author of his autobiography
“Dead Coach Walking: Tom
Penders Surviving and Thriv-
ing in College Hoops.”

MEN’S GOLF: HUSKIES FINISHMIDDLE
OF THE PACK AT BRIDGESTONE
COLLEGIATE INVITATIONAL

by Connor Sargeant
STAFF WRITER

HE/HIM/HIS
connor.sargeant@uconn.edu

After a two-week hiatus, the
UConn men’s golf team returned
to action last Monday and Tues-
day, competing in the Bridges-
tone Collegiate Invitational in
Napa, California. Despite being
in a crowded field of 11, the Hus-
kies were in the middle of the
pack, finishing seventh overall.

BYU won the event outright,
finishing an absurd 12 under
par and eight strokes ahead of
second-place Sam Houston and
37 ahead of Connecticut. The
Cougars’ Cooper Jones led the
field with an excellent seven
under par in the two-day event.
Despite what may have seemed
like an eyesore of a score, Con-

necticut had a solid outing at the
links.

Freshman Bradley Sawka
had the best week of any Hus-
ky, finishing six under par in
a highly competitive field and
second among all golfers with
15 birdies. His performance was
so good that the Ellington native
tied for second place overall.
Unfortunately for Connecticut,
Sawka competed as an individ-
ual, meaning his score did not
factor into UConn’s total.

Sawka was the only UConn
golfer to finish under par. Be-
hind him at five over par were
both Alex Heard and Tommy
Dallahan, who led the charge
for the Huskies lineup. Dalla-
han led the tournament with 42
pars, an excellent accomplish-
ment given the difficult nature

of Silverado Resort and Spa Golf
Course. Not far behind him was
Junior Ray Dennehy, whose best
performance came on the final
day, finishing with 71 strokes.
His performance was all the
more encouraging considering
he struggled to find his footing
in the second round, finishing
nine strokes worse.

Ultimately, the par 4 holes
gave Connecticut and the rest of
the field trouble this past week.
UConn finished a whopping 34
above par in that regard, which
was the third worst in the field.
For comparison, Sam Houston
led the field at 11 over, a testa-
ment to the difficult nature
of this course. Despite those
struggles, the Huskies made up
for it in other ways.

Their performance on par 3

holes kept them afloat, finishing
in fifth place at 12 over par. Like
the par 4 holes, no program fin-
ished at or below par. As a unit,
the Huskies faired the best on
the par 5 holes, finishing in the
middle of the field at four strokes
below par. UConn’s ability to get
it done on their par 3 opportu-
nities is even more impressive
when you consider that the par 3
hole No. 7 threw the entire field
for a loop. Nearly everyone got
into trouble on this hole at one
time or another; out of 288 to-
tal plays in three rounds, there
were 79 scores over par, by far
the highest of any hole.

Jimmy Paradise also had a
weekend to remember. While
he did not play his best golf last
week, glimpses of his talent
were there. The 2023 Big East

Player of the Year was one of
seven players in the field to fin-
ish with an eagle.

This was a tough week for
the Huskies and it’s never
easy to take on a challenging
field or course. Playing three
rounds in two days is also
tricky, although it is ideal for
building endurance on the
course. There were positive
performances and much for
the program to look ahead
to and work on. Husky fans
should watch how the team
fares with the par 4 holes, as
their shortcoming has not
been unique to last week.
Connecticut will return to ac-
tion this Monday and Tuesday
for the Golfweek Invitational
in beautiful Pawley’s Island,
South Carolina.

UConn men’s golf hosts their invitational at Greathorse Country Club in Hampton, Mass. on Oct. 1, 2023. The invitational played out for the next two days.
PHOTO BY SKYLER KIM, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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UConn takes the win against Northwestern on Sunday, March 24, 2024 in the second round of the NCAA. The Huskies won with a score of 75-58 and will play against San

Diego State next.
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by Cole Stefan
SENIOR COLUMNIST
HE/HIM/HIS
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

It is Opening Day in Major
League Baseball. The 2024 MLB
season technically began in
Seoul, South Korea, where the
Los Angeles Dodgers and San
Diego Padres split a dramatic
two-game series last week. Nev-
ertheless, all 30 teams will have
played at least one regular-sea-
son contest by tomorrow night.

Several prospects, notably
Wryatt Langford and Jackson
Chourio, will make their Major
League debuts later today. Like
New York Yankees shortstop
Anthony Volpe last year, both
will get to sport a small patch on
the side of their jersey indicating
they are playing in their first Big
League game. 25-year-old right-
handed pitcher Ben Casparius
is one individual who could also
don that patch this season.

Casparius, Perfect Game’s
No. 1 player in the state of Con-
necticut in 2017, began his col-
legiate career at the University
of North Carolina. The 2017
Connecticut Gatorade Player
of the Year went 1-0 with a 1.69
ERA and a save in 10 games as
a freshman. His sophomore
slump in 2019 resulted in a 4.41
ERA in 16.1 innings.

Part of the expectation when
Casparius transferred to UCo-

nn was that he would be a two-
way player for the program.
That never occurred, but the
Westport native emerged as the
Huskies’ ace in 2021 after sit-
ting out the COVID-19-short-
ened 2020 campaign due to
NCAA transfer rules.
Casparius had five starts
with 10+ strikeouts and pitched
into the fifth inning all but once
that season and four where
he fired at least seven shutout
frames. Notably, the Westport
native silenced the Creighton
Bluejays in the Big East Tour-
nament semifinals on May 29
and picked up his first win
with eight scoreless frames on
March 5. Casparius’ 127 strike-
outs were the second most in
one season at the time behind
Colin McLaughlin, who had 138
in 1979 (Austin Peterson broke
the record with 147 in 2022).
Los Angeles selected the All-
Big East Second Team member
with the 162nd pick in the fifth
round of the 2021 MLB draft.
Casparius started seven games
for the Single-A Rancho Cu-
camonga Quakes in 2022, strik-
ing out at least seven batters in
his last three outings. By June
1, he was starting games for the
High-A Great Lakes Loons. The
2021 fifth-round pick split the
rest of the 2022 season either
starting the game or coming out
of the bullpen. Despite his 1-4

THE COLEUMN: BEN CASPARIUS
AND HISPOTENTIALROLE IN THE
NEW-AGE DODGERS PITCHING

record in Midland, Michigan,
he struck out 67 hitters in 60 in-
nings while allowing 32 walks.

Casparius had just one qual-
ity start for the Loons in 2023,
striking out five in six shut-
out innings against the Day-
ton Dragons on April 14. The
Westport native struck out at
least three hitters in his eight
starts, earning a promotion to
the Double-A Tulsa Drillers
of the Texas League on May
25. Although he had his ups
and downs — he went 2-7 in 18
games — Casparius struck out
76 batters in 70.2 innings.

No two-game stretch shows
a higher potential for the 2021
First Team Northeast All-Re-
gion selection than his con-
secutive starts against the
Northwest Arkansas Naturals.
Between those two starts, Cas-
parius struck out 10 batters in
10.2 innings while allowing just
one unearned run. He earned
the win in both of those starts.

The 6-foot-2 righty will
likely begin his fourth Minor
League season in Tulsa next
week. A promotion to the
Oklahoma City Baseball Club
might not be far away.

There is a slight catch: MLB.
com does not list Casparius
in the Dodgers’ current top
30 prospect rankings. Eight
right-handed pitchers and four
southpaws are listed in that

poll. Some of the notable arms
ahead of the Westport native
include Gavin Stone, Kyle Hurt,
Los Angeles’ No. 2 prospect
Nick Frasso, Landon Knack
and River Ryan.

Both Hurt and Stone have
pitched a combined 10 career
games (and made four total
starts) in the big leagues. Frasso
had offseason shoulder surgery
in November that could sideline
him for most of this year. Ryan
possesses three quality pitches
that opposing batters can have
difficulty attacking. Knack,
meanwhile, displays remark-
able composure and was one of
five players who made 10+ starts
for Oklahoma City last season.
The rest are either not with the
organization anymore or will
likely spend most of this year in
the big leagues.

Even though the Pacific Coast
League champions had several
other starting arms, includ-
ing Emmet Sheehan and Ryan
Pepiot, they will need some con-
sistent members for this year’s
rotation. When the time comes,
perhaps soon, Casparius tak-
ing one of those regular spots
should not come as a surprise.

Should the 2021 Big East All-
Tournament Team pitcher han-
dle most Triple-A hitters he fac-
es, there is a chance he could get
called up to the Major Leagues
at some point this season.

Part of the reason that could
happen is because of Los An-
geles’ current pitching depth,
something that plagued them
in last year’s National League
Division Series. The Dodgers
addressed it during the offsea-
son with notable acquisitions
Yoshinobu Yamamoto, James
Paxton and Tyler Glasnow, but
there are several other arms out
of action with injuries. Sheehan
is dealing with forearm inflam-
mation; two are recovering from
Tommy John surgery; Clayton
Kershaw and Dustin May are
coming off other surgeries.

With how loaded the Dodg-
ers’ rotation is, even amidst
their injury woes, the 25-year-
old righty will get reps in the
bullpen should he get pro-
moted. Given his devastating
slider and varied success as a
starter in the minor leagues,
Casparius will probably be a
middle reliever.

Los Angeles has a handful of
arms that will begin the year on
the injured list but return and
make an impact as the season
progresses. That might cause a
logjam for several minor league
pitchers hoping to fulfill their
dreams. If Casparius main-
tains a strong start to the year
through the summer and fur-
ther develops his fastball, one
of those 13 big-league pitching
spots could belong to him.

by Nick Spinali
STAFF WRITER

HE/HIM/HIS
nicholas.spinali@uconn.edu

There are many reasons
to think the birds can end
the 2024 season atop Major
League Baseball. Aside from
being easy to root for (Balti-
more fans are still trying to
forget that 2017-2021 was a
real period of time), the front
office has done a tremendous
job sitting patient while their
young prospects have devel-
oped and eventually broke
through to the Big Leagues.
Along the way, they’ve
brought in savvy veterans

and have received contribu-
tions from unlikely heroes to
even out the roster.

The final product finally
became clear last season
when the team won 101 base-
ball games, won the Ameri-
can League East division for
the first time since 2014 and
qualified for the postseason
for the first time since 2016.
They only continued to add
talent this past offseason.

It seems that Baltimore’s
window for their first Cham-
pionship since 1983 is wide
open and will be for the fore-
seeable future. I think that
they’ll be quick to cash in by
claiming the Commissioner’s
Trophy this season. Here’s

why: They let the kids play .
The birds’ youth movement
started in 2022 when they
promoted former No. 1 overall
draft pick Adley Rutschman
to the Majors. Since then, all
he’s done is become one of, if
not the best offensive catch-
ers in MLB, providing stabil-
ity at a position where offense
is typically an afterthought.
Aside from Rutschman,
former top prospect Gunnar
Henderson became an ev-
eryday piece of Baltimore’s
offense last season and over-
came a rough first half to end
the season as one of base-
ball’s hottest hitters. The lat-
ter sample size figures to be a
more-accurate representation

of what can be expected from
the third baseman, giving the
Orioles a solid one-two punch
in the heart of their lineup.

The same logic applies to
right-handed starter Grayson
Rodriguez, another former
top prospect. He wasn’t great
to begin his Major League ca-
reer at the start of last season
but also turned in a stretch of
solid performances to end the
year on a high note. There’s
a reason why he was Balti-
more’s top pitching prospect
for so long before he finally
got the call up.

What’s most scary about
the Orioles’ youth movement
is that it doesn’t stop there, as
elite prospect Colton Cowser

—~<SPIN CYCLE: THE BALTIMORE ORIOLES
ILL WIN THE 2024 WORLD SERIES
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made the team’s Opening Day
roster after a strong spring.
Meanwhile, they also have
MLB.com’s No. 1 overall pros-
pect and perhaps the best
pure hitter in the minors in
Jackson Holliday just waiting
for the opportunity to finally
be called up to the Majors. He
should get the promotion at
some point this season and
when he does, the birds’ line-
up will be oozing with young
talent, raw and proven alike,
to form what may be the most
exciting offense in baseball.

Arms, and arms, and arms,
oh my!

For more of the story
visit DAILYCAMPUS.COM
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TRACK AND FIELD: HUSKIES SPLIT UP
FOR TWO-MEET WEEKEND TO KICK
OFF THE 2024 OUTDOOR SEASON

by Jackson Crainich
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
jackson.crainich@uconn.edu

The Connecticut track and
field teams are coming off an
incredible indoor season, in
which both the men’s and wom-
en’s teams took first place in the
indoor Big East Championships
for the third straight year.

To kick off the outdoor sea-
son, the Huskies are splitting
up, as one group heads to Ra-

leigh, North Carolina to compete
in the Raleigh Relays at Paul
Derr Track, hosted by North
Carolina State. The other meet
will take place in Storrs for the
UConn Dog Fight Invitational.
The Raleigh Relays is a three-
day event, starting Thursday
and concluding on Saturday.
The first couple hours of each
day will consist of field events,
followed by track events that
will run for the rest of the day.
On Thursday and Friday, the

first events begin at 7:30 a.m.
and the day concludes at 10:35
p.m. On the final day of the
meet, the first event kicks off
at 9:45 a.m. and the final event
takes place at 5:35 p.m. The
meet will host many schools
from across the country includ-
ing Virginia, Duke, Michigan
State, Minnesota, Ohio, Geor-
gia and many more.

The UConn Dog Fight Invita-
tional is a one-day event, taking
place on Saturday at George J.

Sherman Sports Complex. The
meet will start at 11 a.m. with
field events, followed by track
events at noon. At last year’s
Dog Fight Invitational, the
Huskies came up just short, as
the men’s and women’s teams
both placed second behind
Cornell. Some of the schools
present at the event this year
will be Northeastern, Yale,
Albany, Boston College, Dart-
mouth and Southern Connect-
icut State. With the absence of

last year’s winners, the Hus-
kies are looking to take first
place on their home turf.

As dual Big East Indoor
Champions, the Huskies are
looking to carry their momen-
tum into the outdoor season.
Last year they got off to a good
start with an impressive show-
ing at the UCF Black and Gold
Invitational, and this year they
are looking to impress again in
both the Raleigh Relays and the
UConn Dog Fight Invitational.

by Chris Charbonneau
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
christopher.charbonneau@uconn.edu

This upcoming NFL season
is going to be a whole lot dif-
ferent with the introduction
of new rules inspired by the
XFL football league and online
memes from the Adam Sandler
movie “The Waterboy.” The
NFL approved 29-3 in favor of
changing the kickoff rules.

This new rule will feature the
following change: “10 players
on the kicking team and at least
nine players on the receiving
team will line up just five yards
apart and won’t begin run-
ning until the ball gets back to
the returner, meaning players
won’t be going full speed when
they crash into each other,
which caused so many injuries
on kickoffs in years past.”

The kicker is all by him-
self, which will be hilarious to
watch, but also a weird adjust-
ment as an avid football watch-
er. The kicker will not be able
to cross the 50-yard line (mid-
field) until the ball reaches the
returner. Once the ball hits the
landing zone or the end zone or
the returner catches the ball, it
will be considered “in play.”

Another adjustment will
be for all other players on the
kickoff. They will be lined up
on the receiving team’s 40-yard
line and all players must have
at least one foot on the 40-yard
line. You cannot load a bunch
of players on one side of the
ball like an onside kick, and the
kicking team needs to have five
players on each side of the ball.

The kickoff is ruined from
a fan perspective, especially
watching players like Devin
Hester, Jacoby Jones and early
Julian Edelman perform 100-
yard kickoff return touch-

Chris’s Column: New NFL
rules helping the game?

LOGO BY HALEIGH SCHMIDT, ASSOCIATE ARTIST EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

downs. In recent years, the
NFL has dealt with horrific
freak injuries on kickoff re-
turns and their main goal is to
reduce those injuries with this
new change. Keep in mind,
players throughout the 2023-24
season demanded other adjust-
ments like swapping out all turf
fields to grass.

Hip-drop tackles have also
been an ongoing topic this off-
season for the NFL. They have
finally banned the move be-
cause of the number of injuries
that this tackle caused. NFL
executive Jeff Miller said, “the
tackle was used 230 times last
season and resulted in 15 play-
ers missing time with injuries.”

The NFL is focused on the
safety and reduction of inju-
ries, but why are there so many
changes all of a sudden? When
watching games from the com-
fort of their homes, fans would
usually tune in and get anxious
around kickoff. The feeling
of a dramatic 40-yard return
to change the momentum of a
game is gone. While it is a one-
year trial rule, it’s unclear in
what direction the NFL is try-
ing to go.

A kicker must feel weird
kicking and then watching 21
people all standing on the same
side of the field waiting for the
returner to start running. On-
side kicks are no longer a sur-
prise; you must tell the other
team beforehand that you’re
doing it. A kicker has to tailor
their kick now in the landing
zone. Where is the NFL going
with a rule like this?

Shannon Sharpe on ESPN’s
“First Take” said, “I'm not sure
I could have made it to the NFL,
I'made the team and became the
player that I became because I
got an opportunity to play on
special teams.”

&
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Sharpe reiterated that he un-
derstood why the NFL went in
this direction so that they could
reduce collisions. Simply put,
on special teams, you have to be
a speedy animal to tackle some-
one and hit someone at such a
high rate of speed. It’s fine that

NFL HYBRID KICKOFF

NFL HYBRID KICKOFF
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the kicker is kicking from the
35-yard line still, but all of the
10 guys on the kicking team
line up at the 40- yard line?
Overall, it will be inter-
esting to see if injuries are
reduced by this new format
and just how entertaining the
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beginning of the game will
be. Will fans lose interest in
the new format? Is the game
evolving or declining? These
are all questions NFL Com-
missioner Roger Goodell and
his team need to consider this
season.

Huskies in the Pros: Calcaterra seeing an uptick
in minutes, Drummond records double-double
off the bench, Thompson extends point streak

by CJ Dexter

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
christopher.dexter@uconn.edu

NBA G-LEAGUE: CALCA-
TERRA’S HOT SHOOTING
LEADING THE WAY FOR

MORE PLAYING TIME

In his lone season in Storrs,
the graduate transfer from
Kentfield, California added
some much-needed firepower
from beyond the arc to Dan
Hurley’s bench. The fan-favor-
ite point guard shot a blister-
ing 44.6% from three and was

a key X-factor on UConn’s 2023
national championship squad.
Upon the conclusion of his col-
legiate career, the 6-foot-3 guard
landed with the South Bay Lak-
ers with hopes of making the
difficult climb from undrafted
free agent to NBA prowess. The
former Connecticut and USD
guard didn’t see the floor much
until March 13, when he played
for more than 12 minutes for
the first time in his G-League
career, totaling five points and
two steals. Joey Calcaterra has
seen the floor for nearly 20 min-
utes a night and went off for a
career high 17 points and five

three pointers in the Lakers’
129-113 loss to the Valley Vipers
on March 21. With performanc-
es like that, it will certainly be
hard to keep the first-year pro
off the court as the season con-
tinues.

NBA: DRUMMOND RECORDS
DOUBLE-DOUBLE IN LOSS TO
WASHINGTON

In Chicago’s 107-105 loss to the
Washington Wizards on Mon-
day, veteran big man Andre
Drummond recorded his 14th
double-double of the season off
the bench. The former lottery

pick of the 2012 NBA Draft has
carved out an important bench
role with the Chicago Bulls over
the last two seasons after estab-
lishing himself as one of the best
rebounders the game has ever
seen. In 72 games played this
season, the former UConn glass
king is averaging 8.3 points and
8.8 rebounds per game.

NHL: THOMPSON RETURN-
ING TO FORM AS POINTS
STREAK REACHES 5 GAMES

On Sunday, Sabres right
winger Tage Thompson scored
a goal and assisted on another

in the team’s 4-1 win over the
Calgary Flames. The former
UConn star now has 10 points
(four goals and six assists) over
the last eight games, with the
team winning five of those
games. The former first round
pick exploded for a career high
94 points last season (47 goals
and 47 assists), but an injury
to his left hand kept the former
Husky sidelined for a chunk of
this season. Thompson has 22
goals and 23 assists this season
and will look to continue this
hot stretch of play with the team
as they sit eight points behind
the final wild card spot.
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JEN'S BASKETBALL: HUSKIES SHIP UP

[0 BOSTON FOR REMATGH WITH AZTEGS

by Evan Rodriguez
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
HE/HIM/HIS
evanrodriguez@uconn.edu

When the UConn men’s bas-
ketball team heads up to Boston
for a Sweet Sixteen matchup
with the San Diego State Az-
tecs at TD Garden at 7:39 p.m., it
will be the toughest challenge of
their run thus far.

While a team like Northwest-
ern has some great talent like
Boo Buie, San Diego State is a
whole different beast. If you’ve
read my article outlining some
of the strengths of this Aztecs
roster, there are certainly rea-
sons why this squad can give
Connecticut some issues, espe-
cially on the defensive end.

“Yeah, I mean, definitely a
blessing to be here in the Sweet
16 again. To be able to play UCo-
nn again is great too. They took
us down last year, so we defi-
nitely want some revenge back
a little bit. It’s an honor to be
here. We can’t wait to play,” said
guard Lamont Butler.

As Butler stated, they’re go-
ing to have a shot at having the
last laugh against this Huskies
squad. When you have players
like Jaedon LeDee on your ros-
ter as a game changer on the
offensive end, that’s a big posi-
tive when you’re going against
arguably the toughest team in
the NCAA Tournament with
one of the most dynamic of-
fenses in the country.

There are plenty of notes
that fans should consider
when watching Thursday’s
contest, but how coach Dan
Hurley’s offense operates may
be the biggest. Against the
ninth most efficient defense in
the country, things certainly
aren’t going to be very easy in
grabbing a bucket.

One of the biggest story-
lines with Connecticut’s win
over Northwestern was how
the team shot from beyond the

arc, a poor 13.6% mark. While
there’s plenty of optimism that
the reigning National Cham-
pions can rebound from that
performance, they can’t expect
to have an easy time with this
Aztecs roster if they’re putting
up those numbers.

But the bright side with this
UConn team is how “bullet-
proof” this roster can be when
they’re so successful in other ar-
eas of the game, whether that’s
rebounding, playmaking or
their overall defense.

“When I talk about bullet-
proof, for me the formula is top-
10 offense, top-10 defense, be a
tremendous rebounding team,
be a team that plays with ut-
ter desperation in terms of how
hard we play and then having
depth to survive the other night
a 2-for-22 three-point effort or
three, and one of those was from
a walk-on not named Andrew
Hurley at the end of the game.
We shot the ball horribly, but we
were bulletproof the other night
because of our defense and our
passing, our ability to score rim
twos. We can win a lot of differ-
ent types of games. You want to
make yourself as bulletproof as
possible in this tournament by
just being as well-rounded and
as deep,” said Hurley.

One of the ways that this team
can really carve out an edge
on the scoreboard is with their
standout defense, a big factor in
their last win over the Wildcats.
Stephon Castle was a major fac-
tor behind their terrific play in
that department and he should
once again be a crucial part of
their gameplan. Due to how the
All-Mountain West First Team
member plays with terrific speed
and the ability to score primarily
across both the midrange and
paint, it should be a group effort
on the defensive end. As one of
the players tasked with guarding
LeDee, Donovan Clingan knows
that he has to lock in.

UConn takes the win against Northwestern on Sunday, March 24, 2024 in the second round of
the NCAA. The Huskies won with a score of 75-58 and will play against San Diego State next.
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“I mean, he’s physical. Can
score at all three levels. Puts
the ball on the floor. He can
get to the rim off the dribble.
He attacks the offensive and
defensive glass at another lev-
el. He’s a great player. Much
respect for him. I just have to
lock into his matchup,” said
the Bristol native.

Along with the tremen-
dous positives that this team
brings with them into their
next venue, it’s a positive to
be playing in Boston, dubbed
Storrs North. No one may be
happier than Alex Karaban, a
Massachusetts native.

“Super excited to play in
Boston. Probably the only
chance I get to play with
UConn in Boston. It definite-
ly will be special. At the same

time, it’s a Sweet 16 game for
us. So we’re just locked in
as if it was at any other loca-
tion. I'm trying to get a lot of
friends and family. I don’t re-
ally know the number yet,”
said the redshirt sophomore.
Coach Hurley echoed the
sentiment of his starting for-
ward. “We’ve earned that by
the season that we’ve had.
This wasn’t some gift by the
committee to try to make it as
easy as possible for us. We’ve
earned our position. We’ve
manifested Brooklyn to Boston
since really April, since last
year when we won the champi-
onship. We’ve worked incred-
ibly hard over that time period
to earn the opportunity to play
in front of hopefully a 60 per-
cent UConn type of crowd.

Hopefully, Illinois’s fans and
Towa State’s fans don’t get in-
volved.”

If Connecticut looks to get
closer to its goal of a sixth
National Championship, this
matchup becomes even more
important than the immense
stakes they already carry. The
winner of this game will go
on to face either the most effi-
cient defense in America, the
Iowa State Cyclones, or the
most efficient offense in the
country, the Illinois Fight-
ing Illini. A potential path to
college basketball greatness
for one of the most dominant
teams in America depends on
these next few days.

If you’re unable to make it to
TD Garden, UConn vs. SDSU
will be televised on TBS.

Basehall: Connecticut suffers
two midweek defeats to
Boston-hased schools

by Cole Stefan
SENIOR COLUMNIST
HE/HIM/HIS
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

Eight weeks ago, three Uni-
versity of Connecticut ath-
letic programs battled the
Providence Friars five times
in four days. While the No.
1 overall seed UConn men’s
basketball team is current-
ly up in Boston, the UConn
baseball team welcomed two
programs from Beantown to
Elliot Ballpark. Unlike their
home opener last Wednesday,
neither midweek contest end-
ed in victory.

First-year righty Ben Schild
walked the first two batters
he faced Tuesday afternoon
against the Boston College Ea-
gles. Second baseman Bryan
Padilla prevented either run-
ner from touching home with
a 4-3 double play. Boston Col-
lege instead struck first in the
second inning. First-year right

fielder Adam Magpoc stole
second base and took third on
a throwing error, scoring on
Owen DeShazo’s RBI squeeze.

Connecticut countered in
the bottom half. Junior catcher
Matt Garbowski redeemed his
defensive miscue on a 1-1 count
with Hook C runners on the
corners, whacking an opposite-
field, game-tying RBI single
past a diving Sam McNulty. Ea-
gles righty Kyle Kipp relieved
Brian McMonagle after he col-
lected two straight outs; Padilla
smacked his first pitch straight
down Broadway for a go-ahead
RBI single.

Schild was one strike away
from working around a leadoff
base on balls in the fourth when
McNulty mashed a single. Head
coach Jim Penders brought
in righty Ian Cooke following
that base knock. That is when
things started to unravel for
UConn. Two pitches after Pat-
rick Roche’s walk loaded the

bases, Cameron Leary laced a
grand slam over the right field
wall for a 5-2 Eagles advantage.
Designated  hitter  Luke
Broadhurst tried to give the
Huskies’ one of those runs
back in the bottom half, lead-
ing the frame off with a walk
and swiping second. Kipp
kept Broadhurst at third. Con-
necticut instead responded in
the fifth against righty Travis
Lane, knocking him out of the
game almost immediately be-
hind consecutive free passes.
Gavin Hasche walked Paul
Tammaro on four straight
pitches to load the bases
with nobody out; two of them
scored. Korey Morton drove
in one on a fielder’s choice
while first baseman Maddix
Dalena followed suit with a
sacrifice fly that made it a 5-4
ballgame. Junior southpaw
Braden Quinn relieved Cooke
in the seventh inning, run-
ning into trouble when Leary

and Kyle Wolff singled on
consecutive pitches. Although
Leary stole third, the Hook C
went around the horn for the
inning-ending double play.

Tammaro walked and stole
second in the bottom half with
two down. Jordan Fisse left him
right there when he struck Mor-
ton out swinging. Both teams
put a runner on third in the
eighth, with the Eagles’ Austin
Hartsell swiping two bases and
Dalena doubling in the bottom
half. Neither of them touched
home plate. Brady Afthim re-
lieved Quinn in the ninth and
nearly got out of a bases-loaded
jam unscathed when Parker
Landwehr hit his 0-2 pitch.

But UConn committed
an error on the play, giving
Boston College two essential
insurance runs. Eric Schro-
eder subsequently retired the
side in the bottom half for the
two-inning save as the Eagles
bested the Huskies 7-4.

Infield miscues again
plagued Connecticut in the first
inning versus the Northeastern
Huskies the following after-
noon. Graduate lefty Gabe Van
Emon nearly got out of a two-
runner jam, but Alex Lane’s
line drive went through Ryan
Daniels’ glove, bringing Tyler
MacGregor home unearned.
Jack Doyle continued making
the Hook C pay for their mis-
take with an RBI groundout.

Right fielder Jake Stud-
ley prevented righty Michael
Gemma from striking out the
side with a single in the sec-
ond, taking second base on
Broadhurst’s five-pitch walk.
Team captain Ryan Hyde sub-
sequently hammered Gemma’s
2-0 pitch, equalizing the con-
test at two on a loud double
that nearly got out. It did not
take long for Northeastern to
get their lead back, however, as
Doyle drove in Mike Sirota on
a fielder’s choice in the third.

Northeastern’s senior start-
er mowed down UConn’s hit-
ters over the next two frames,
setting the stage for his team
to break the game open. Van
Emon hit Harrison Feinberg
and Luke Beckstein on back-
to-back pitches, forcing Pend-
ers to turn to the bullpen after
he walked Sirota to load the
bases. In came redshirt sopho-
more Tommy Ellisen, whose
first pitch doubled Northeast-
ern’s one-run advantage when
Lane hit a sacrifice fly.

Doyle struck again two
pitches later. The junior third
baseman cleared the left-field
fence on a 1-0 pitch for a three-
run shot that put Northeast-
ern ahead 7-2. Ellisen quickly
stopped the bleeding when Car-
melo Musacchia grounded out.
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