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Four UConn Neag programs rank highly
in U.S. News Report for first time
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UConn students line up outside Gampel Pavilion on Monday, Nov. 6, 2023 before the UConn men’s
basketball team faces off against Northern Arizona University. Countless UConn students,
alumni, and fans have enjoyed games played in Gampel since its opening in 1990.
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ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR
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The University of Connecti-
cut’s Neag School of Education
has been ranked among the
best in the nation for four of its
graduate programs in the U.S.
News & World Report, for the
first time in history.

For 2024, Neag has tied at
No. 24 in the top 25 U.S. pub-
lic graduate schools of edu-
cation. This marks the ninth
consecutive year that Neag
has appeared in the top 25, ac-
cording to a university press
release. Neag also tied at the
No. 34 position for both public
and private graduate schools
of education.

Neag tied for its 13th, 25th
and 28th positions in special
education, educational ad-
ministration and curriculum
and instruction, respective-
ly. Neag also placed 23rd in
educational psychology pro-
grams. All three of the Neag
School’s  departments-cur-
riculum & instruction, edu-
cational leadership and edu-
cational psychology-were
represented this year in the
2024 special education pro-
gram rankings.

While Neag’s special edu-
cation has ranked high pre-
viously and rose four spots
from No. 17 in the 2023 rank-
ings, this is the first year that
the other three programs
made it to the rankings.

“I’'m immensely proud of the
hard work and dedication of
our faculty, staff, and students
that have led to these impres-

sive rankings,” Neag Dean Ja-
son Irizarry said, according
to the press release. “Four of
our programs being named to
specialty lists is a testament
to the high standards we set
across all our Neag School
departments, and I'm thrilled
we are once again recognized
as one of the top public gradu-
ate schools of education in the
nation.”

According to the press re-
lease, U.S. News surveyed a
total of 456 educational schools
in fall 2023 and early 2024, 265
of which responded and 255 of
which met the requirements to
be included in rankings.

Ranking calculations and
statistical data consisted of
nine indicators such as total
research expenditures, stu-
dent selectivity and assess-
ment scores by peers.

In addition to the Neag
School, UConn’s Schools of
Business, Law and Social
Work earned high marks
in this year’s U.S. News &
World report as well.

The School of Business’s
part-time MBA  program,
FLEX MBA, ranked No. 33
in the nation this year, four
spots up from last year’s No.
37 position. The School of
Law also rose 16 steps to the
55th position in the 2024 best
law schools ranking, with its
part-time Evening Division
program placing No. 10 in the
nation. The School of Social
Work rose to No. 28 in the na-
tional graduate schools of so-
cial work ranking, placing the
school in the top 9% of social
work programs in the nation.

New Haven Makes it Official!

It is the ‘Pizza Capital of America’

AP — On National Pizza Day,
February oth, 2024, Connecticut
Governor Ned Lamont announced,
“We now declare New Haven the
Pizza Capital of America.”

New Haven has long been
known as a pizza destination,
with a history dating back to the
early 20th century when Italian
immigrants first brought their
pizza-making skills to the area.

The city’s unique style of pizza,
known as “apizza” (pronounced
ah-BEETS), is characterized by
its thin, crispy crust and slight-
ly charred edges. The toppings
are typically simple, focusing
on high-quality ingredients like
fresh mozzarella, San Marzano
tomatoes, and locally sourced
meats and vegetables.

New Haven Pizza has been
lauded in almost every food
magazine since, from Thrillist to
Food and Wine, The Guardian,
and Food Network.

New Haven kept its “apizza”
secret for decades until the Dai-
ly Meal declared Pepe’s Pizza
the best pizza in America. Two
of Pepe’s New Haven competi-
tors also ranked in the top 10.
The word is out.

What makes New Haven pizza
different from other pizzas?

For more...
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New Haven Pizza is different
from other pizzas in several ways.

Thin Crust: New Haven pizza
is known for its thin crust, often
crispy and slightly charred from
its time in high-temperature
coal-fired ovens. The crust’s
slight chew makes it both crispy
and soft.Simplicity: Traditional
New Haven-style pizza boasts
simplicity. The classic “apizza”
is a plain pie with only tomato
sauce, oregano, garlic, and some
grated pecorino cheese. Moz-
zarella must be specifically re-
quested.Structural  Integrity:
Consumers can order their fa-
vorite toppings but proceed cau-
tiously. The thin crust may com-
promise the stability of heavy
toppings. Sometimes, less is
more.Coal-Fired Ovens: Many
of the most famous New Haven
pizzerias use coal-fired ovens,
which can reach higher temper-
atures than standard pizza ov-
ens. The high heat contributes
to the quick cooking time and
the characteristic char on the
crust.Tradition and Expertise:
New Haven has a long history of
pizza-making. Some pizzerias,
like Frank Pepe Pizzeria Napo-
letana and Sally’s Apizza, date
back to the early 20th century,
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each pie baked with decades of
experience and tradition.Where
Can You Get Apizza?

Head for one of the Big 3: Pepes,
Sallys, and Modern, the most pop-
ular and well-reviewed spots. The
Big 3 started in the 1920s and ‘30s
and have influenced many other
pizza spots throughout Connecti-
cut and the United States.

According to Gorman
Bechard, the director of the film
Pizza, a Love Story, “There are 3
pizza places on the planet; Sal-
ly’s, Modern, and Pepes.”

Not everyone agrees. More
than 70 different places through-
out the U.S. sell New Haven-
style pizza, but if you want the
best, head to New Haven.

All three spots have lines
starting at lunch until dinner is
over. Locals and tourists alike
line up to experience delicious
apizza, washed down with Fox-
on Park White Birch Beer.

This writer’s favorite piz-
za is the fresh tomato pie at
Pepe’s, an exclusive summer-
time delicacy. Its fresh toma-
toes pair perfectly with the
charred crust and mozzarella.
Also worth mentioning is the
Italian Bomb pizza at Modern,
piled high with bacon, sau-
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A woman eating a slice of New Haven style pizza, the nw ‘Pizza
Capital of America’. New Haven pizza is historically known for its

thin crust and lack of toppings.
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sage, pepperoni, mushroom,
onion, pepper, and garlic.

Visitors wanting to explore
newer spots should head to Bar
for an unexpected Mashed Potato
and Bacon Pizza or NOLO for its
Fughi Pizza with Wild Mush-
rooms and Burrata.

Will More Crowds Come After
the New Declaration?

In response to the announce-
ment that New Haven is officially
the “Pizza Capital of America,” the
area may expect more visitors. But
the popularity of New Haven-style
pizza has been growing for years,

§ The Daily Campus

with many people already traveling
to the city specifically for its apizza.
It’s hard to say whether the an-
nouncement will impact the thriv-
ing pizza scene in New Haven.
Regardless, those who love pizza
should consider a visit to New Ha-
ven to try out the famous apizza.
The new distinction for the
pies of New Haven is a well-de-
served title that recognizes the
city’s storied pizza-making his-
tory, tradition, and expertise. New
Haven’s pizza scene will undoubt-
edly continue attracting pizza lov-
ers worldwide, distinction aside.
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Job seekers rewrite the
resume rules in

AP — According to recent
data from LiveCareer’s Re-
sume Evolution Report, in
just five years, the average
word count of resumes has
surged to 503, close to twice
their average length in 2018.
Two-page resumes are the
new normal.

Job hunting isn’t what it
was in 2018. To meet the de-
mands of a transforming job
market takes new strategies.
With economic uncertainties,
increasing desire for remote
work, technological advance-
ments, and fierce competi-
tion, what was once consid-
ered standard resume-writing
practice is now outdated.

LiveCareer analysts extract-
ed data from 50,000 resumes
built by international job seek-
ers with its resume builder be-
tween 2018 and 2023.

The results carry profound
implications for both candi-
dates and employers alike.
The skills job seekers priori-
tize, and their strategies to
showcase their suitability for
prospective roles shifted rad-
ically in the last five years.

The Rise of the Two-Page
Resume

In 2018, resumes averaged
around 312 words. By 2023,
that number increased by 61%.

“All the uncertainty around
the pandemic changed how
we present ourselves on pa-
per, and a simple one-pager
wasn’t cutting it anymore,”
says Sarah Miller, a hiring
coordinator with a mid-size
United States tech company.

“People realized they need-
ed to show off everything
they’ve got, all their skills
and experiences, just to stay
competitive. So, they started
building up their resumes,
turning them into these de-
tailed accounts of who they
are and what they can do.”

Beyond the Basics

While the fundamental
sections of resumes remain
unchanged — personal in-
formation, education, work
history, skills, and a profes-
sional summary — applicants
increasingly include addi-
tional information.

Certificates, languages,
and accomplishments sec-
tions have roughly doubled
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A woman sitting in a chair with resume in hand waiting for her interview. The resume shown is one page, but with changing norms
two page resumes may begin to become more common.
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in prevalence, putting grow-
ing emphasis on specialized
training and expertise. Can-
didates leverage these sec-
tions to showcase dedication
to learning in-demand skills
required by a diverse, global
economy.

Soft Skills Take Center
Stage

A striking evolution in re-
sume writing is the shift in
emphasis from hard to soft
skills. While technical profi-
ciencies once dominated the
spotlight, job seekers now
highlight interpersonal qual-
ities like time management,
critical thinking, and active
listening.

Increases in leadership,
critical thinking, and writ-
ten communication have put
these soft skills in the top
five. None made the 2018

list. These qualities likely
emerged due to an increased
interest in remote work, with
job seekers demonstrating

CORRECTION: In the Monday, April 15th edition of The
Daily Campus, the text of the sports softball preview
at the bottom of page 1 contained inappropriate filler
text that was missed during the production and edit-
ing process. The production team at The Daily Cam-
pus profusely apologizes for this mistake and is taking
measures to ensure it does not happen again.

Printing since 1896, The Daily Campus is the oldest
and largest independent student publication at the
University of Connecticut. The Daily Campus circulates
1,500 newspapers daily and strives to serve the student
body by delivering accurate, relevant and timely news
and content, both in print and online at Daily Campus.
com. Our staff'is comprised entirely of students, with
roughly 200 undergraduates gaining professional
development while contributing to the daily produc-

their ability to work inde-
pendently.

The Rise of Coding and IT
Skills

In parallel with the in-
crease of soft skills, coding
languages have emerged as
the new kings of techni-
cal skills. The rise of remote
work also amplified the need
for tech-savvy profession-
als capable of navigating an
increasingly digital-centric
workplace.

In 2023, eight of the top
10 hard skills listed on re-
sumes were coding languag-
es. That’s a stark contrast to
2018, when IT-specific skills
comprised only three of the
top 10.

Resilient
Change

Amid these changes, some
specific skills have proven
resilient. Time management,
customer service, verbal com-
munication, self-motivation,
and quick learning remain in
the top 10 most common re-
sume soft skills. As for hard
skills, project management,
C, HTML, Java, and Excel
remain as pertinent today as
they were in 2018.

Increased Hybrid Work

The advent of remote and
hybrid work models has left
an indelible mark on resume

Skills Amidst

language. In 2018, only 2.4%
of resumes included “remote”
or “hybrid.” By 2023, this in-
creased to 7%.

“Over the last five years,
the employment landscape
has changed, and so has the
way job seekers write re-
sumes,” explains LiveCa-
reer’s Career Expert Eric
Ciechanowski, CPRW. “Dur-
ing the period we studied,
we experienced a global pan-
demic - which took a huge
toll on some industries while
others thrived - so it doesn’t
come as a huge surprise that
job seekers have changed
their approach to resume
writing to meet the changes
in the job market.”

While some see remote
work as a luxury, some see
effective remote working as a
skill. Highlighting experienc-
es and competencies gained
from gig jobs and other on-
line endeavors allows job
seekers to incorporate remote
work on resumes when they
lack experience otherwise.

“Resumes aren’t exclusive
to traditional jobs anymore,”
Miller adds. “Including gig
work and side hustles isn’t
just a nice addition - they
show how adaptable and re-
sourceful you are and that
you can work on your own.”
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Job Title Progression

The most common job ti-
tles have also significantly
changed, mirroring which
industries are growing or
declining. While traditional
roles like server and adminis-
trative assistant have waned
in prevalence, newcomers
like project manager, recruit-
er, and account manager have
risen to prominence.

However, financial ana-
lysts, customer service repre-
sentatives, accountants, and
teachers appear in the top 10
job titles in 2018 and 2023.

Navigating the New Nor-
mal for Resumes

The world has changed
since 2018, and so have re-
sumes. Job seekers must re-
main aware of these emerging
trends and employers’ expec-
tations to succeed in a com-
petitive and ever-evolving job
market.

Despite the rise of the two-
page resume to the prioritiza-
tion of soft skills, one thing
remains the same. To get an
interview, job seekers must
create resumes that stand out
in a crowded field and show-
case their unique value to
prospective employers.

This article was produced
by Media Decision and syndi-
cated by Wealth of Geeks.

Prefer to read our content online?

Check out our newly redesigned website at
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ACROSS
1 Has finished
making payments
on
5 NYC cultural
institution
redesigned by
architect Yoshio
Taniguchi
9 Made fun of
14 Dance for seniors
15 Dove calls
16 Main artery
17 Weight
adjustment button
on a deli scale
18 *Game timer that
may implement
the Fischer
method
20 “Cleared for
takeoff!”
22 Acorn dropper
23 “Eureka!”
24 *Choose
selectively
27 Wound memento
28 E __ elephant
29 Bedframe board
31 With 41- and
45-Across, go
Dutch, or what the
answers to the
starred clues do?
35 Sci-fi extras
37 Still in contention
40 Brother’s daughter
41 See 31-Across
42 The “N” of USNA
43 River mammal
44 Casual affirmative
45 See 31-Across
46 “No __, no fuss!”
48 Get up
50 Shed tears
52 *Rock & Roll Hall
of Fame band
with the hit “The
Flame”
58 German pronoun
59 British lav
60 Certain Honshu
resident
61 *Silverado, for one
65 Actress Neuwirth
66 Oscar winner Firth
67 Back of the neck
68 Flake (on)
69 Colorado ski locale
70 Watery expanses
71“ it obvious?”

DOWN
1 Related to the eye
2 Ire

Study Break

31

40

43

50 |51

58

61

66

69

67
70

By Ricky Sirois

3 Like the deities
Odin and Freya
4 Makeup slip-up
5 Clan that feuded
with the Hatfields
6 “Look, fireworks!”
7 “The Simpsons”
tavern owner
8 Professional org.
9 Tire changer’s
need

10 Hotmall alternative

11 Like someone
who takes the
initiative

12 __ Sketch: art toy
13 Capital of Senegal

19 Fifth Avenue
retailer

21 Cheese gadgets

25 Devoutness

26 Right over the
plate, as a pitch

27 Egyptian soccer
superstar
Mohamed

30 Little needles in
some medical
tests

31 Hostess _ Balls

32 Fire place?

33 “You shouldn’t
have to do it all
alone”

34 Frost over

65

68

71

4/16/24

Monday’s Puzzle Solved
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36 Retro tint for
photos

38 Rug cleaner, for
short

39 Large deer in the
Rockies

47 Glaswegian, e.g.

49 Bike wheel parts

50 Neopagan religion

51 Amazon smart
speakers

53 Prominent feature
of a mountain goat

CLASSIFIEDS

54 Religious leader
in many a Chaim
Potok novel

55 Furniture stores
that sell meatballs

56 Log home

57 Got down to
propose

59 Country singer
Loretta

62 Compete

63 Abu Dhabi’s fed.

64 Audit firm pro

Policy: Classifieds are non-refundable. Credit will be given if an error materially affects the meaning of the ad and only for the first incorrect insertion. Ads will only be printed
if they are accompanied by both first and last name as well as telephone number. Names and numbers may be subject to verification. All advertising is subject to acceptance by
The Daily Campus, which reserves the right to reject any ad copy at its sole discretion. The Daily Campus does not knowingly accept ads of a fraudulent nature.
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Grief and music: A review of

'THE GREATEST HITS'

by Sarah Barker | sHE/HER/HERS | CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT | sarah.barker@uconn.edu

On Friday, April 12, ‘The
Greatest Hits’ hit Hulu after a
limited theatrical release. ‘The
Greatest Hits’ isn’t your average
romance movie as its sci-fi ele-
ments help it stand out amongst
other 2024 romance releases.

The film opens in the main
character Harriet’s house. She’s
looking at a wall filled with
photos, cards and gifts. View-
ers can see boxes of records —
some marked ‘tested’ and oth-
ers ‘untested’. Harriet puts on
a specific song then sits down
and is transported to a memory
of her and her boyfriend Max
getting into a car accident. She
then wakes up the next morn-
ing and goes about her day.
This is when we see her wear
earplugs and headphones while
driving to work. She listens to a
playlist called ‘SAFE HAPPY,
which is difficult to find a rea-
son for until the movie is over.

She goes through her day
and then ends up at a grief
support group where the lady
who runs it mentions sei-
zures and medications. While

driving home, Harriet acci-
dentally rear-ends someone.
When she gets out of her car,
she hears another song that
pulls her into a memory of
her and Max at a Halloween
party. On the outside though,
it looks like she passed out on
the street. She goes to meet
her friend Morris immediate-
ly after. It’s at this point that
viewers begin to understand
what is truly going on.
Harriet has what she calls
“Max moments.” This is when
she hears a song that she and
Max listened to and they pull
her back to when they first
heard it. Because of this, she
has been able to find “safe
songs,” but wears headphones
everywhere out of precau-
tion. Harriet believes that if
she can find the song played
when Max was buying a chair
for their house, she’ll be able
to stop him from dying. That’s
where the ‘tested’ and ‘untest-
ed’ records come into play.
Harriet also knows what
songs bring her to what memory,

and the audience sees through-
out the movie that she picks spe-
cific songs to be brought back to
those moments in time.

On the second anniversary
of the accident, a new person
comes into the grief support
group. His name is David,
and he accidentally inter-
rupts Harriet by knocking
over a bunch of chairs.

Harriet invites him to come
by the record store where Mor-
ris will be deejaying. When
he arrives, they start looking
through the records together
trying to find the one play-
ing in the store. David ends up
finding it they agree to share it.
This scene was so cute. Watch-
ing two awkward and broken
people trying to flirt with each
other will never get old. Har-
riet grapples with the fact that
she still loves and wants to save
Max, but she can’t fight that
she’s interested in David. Even
though she messes up a few
times it seems that David can
see and understand the grief
and that she truly wants to try

e 3 "o

to work things out with him.

He takes her on a date to a si-
lent disco, so she’s not the only
one wearing headphones. Af-
ter they go to David’s parent’s
shop, Harriet realizes that she’s
been there before — the day of
Max’s accident. She finds the
record and proves her time
travel abilities to David. In the
memory, it is revealed that they
also saw each other the day she
was in his family’s store.

The end of the movie isn’t
necessarily happily ever af-
ter. It does, however, show
that time heals wounds and
that you can meet people
more than once in your life.
I'm not the biggest music
nerd, but with music being
one of the main focuses of the
movie, I think they did stellar
in this department.

The other main focus of this
movie is grief and how we han-
dle it. It’s emotional but also
uplifting because we watch
Harriett go on her journey of
coming to terms with loss and
coming out the other side okay.

il

Maggie Rogers’ new album

‘DON'T FORGET ME’

will definitely never be forgotten
by chamber folk fans

by Grace Jos
SHE/HER/HERS

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
grace.jos@uconn.edu

Alt-pop American singer-
songwriter Maggie Rogers
gained widespread recogni-
tion after she released the
song “Alaska” in 2016. The
track gained popularity af-
ter she played it for producer
Pharrell Williams during
a masterclass at the Clive
Davis Institute of Record-
ed Music at New York Uni-
versity’s Tisch School of the
Arts. Known for her wise,
clear-eyed, melodious voice,
this prodigy is coming into
her voice as she produces her
third studio album. On Fri-
day, April 12, Rogers released
her new album — a splendid
blend of modern pop, coun-
try, and psychedelic rock
that work together to create
“Don’t Forget Me.”

This 35-minute album con-
sists of merely ten songs, but
the length does not affect its
exemplary use of country folk.
She imitates the soaring vocals
of floaty country singers and
intertwines melodies similar
to artists that flourished in the
early 1980s and ’90s such as
Fleetwood Mac or Mazzy Star.

The overall process of Rogers’
journey parallels her naviga-
tion with love and loss on her
way to finding a calmer, more
assured version of herself.

Starting the album with
the upbeat track “It Was
Coming All Along” brings a
steady guitar-backed propul-
sion similar to that of a road
movie. Listeners soon take
a gloomy yet forgiving ride
with a soft and accepting cur-
rent. In this, Rogers’ reflec-
tions of memory and nostal-
gia intertwined with the pain
that coincides with the revela-
tion of the past are apparent.

Moving onto “Drunk,” Rog-
ers sings “And I see stars that
never, ever, ever looked this
bright to me / Feeling on your
skin never felt this right to
me.” The music embodies the
natural intoxication one feels
by a person’s presence.

The first two tracks on this
album propose to be a sheer
introduction to a relationship
filled with new excitement and
exhilaration, but it is simply just
a foretaste of what is yet to come.

The piano ballad “I Still Do”
benefits from Rogers’ raw
delicacy as the acoustic track
shines into simplicity. Rog-
ers playfully toggles with her

RATING:

heartbreak, bringing a period
of pain and deprivation into a
groovy upbeat sensation. Her
voice is beautifully nourished
by the bass strings in this
piece which are expressive in
their synergistic entirety.
Though not the most well-
known, “The Kill” remains
to be my favorite track on the
album. It’s a churning spin
on the push-pull dynamic
and adds an exasperated cry
of frustration to a somewhat
otherwise desperate under-
tone. The western-inspired
guitar riff and a thumping
kick drum channel the em-
powered country-folk song-
stresses of the ’90s. The fresh
composition proves to be her
most cohesive and adjacent
storyline yet. Rogers proves
she can profoundly merge
from any sort of heartbreak—
whether it stems from love,
loss or unexpected change.
“So Sick Of Dreaming” is
a close second favorite on
this album because the com-
position evokes a feeling of
brightness and sets the scene
for a more confident chapter
as Rogers seeks meaning and
purpose. She isn’t centered
around sadness or heart-
break, but rather the self-

awareness and assuredness
that comes as a byproduct of
growing through emotional
turmoil.

Rogers lacks the use of
belting and instead chooses
to express such ardent emo-
tions through a series of
strings and intimate blips.
“Don’t Forget Me” uses a de-
lightfully wobbly bassline as
she sings, “A good lover / or
someone who’s nice to me.”
Rogers grapples with feel-
ings of uncertainty but is op-
timistic about the possibility
of finding someone who is
fully devoted and accepting
of her faults. Rogers often
sounds like she’s outrunning
a certain life. Whether it is
the white-picket-fence ideol-
ogy or the thought of settling
down, Rogers is in no rush to
live a traditional life.

“Don’t Forget Me” repre-
sents acceptance and emotion-
al enlightenment for Rogers. It
is also her most sonically and
lyrically cohesive work vyet.
Featuring some of her most
captivating, folkloric song-
craft - this album showcases
the vivid storytelling and
catchy melodies she’s become
known for. Rogers, at last,
sounds sure of her destination.
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Start your vacation carly in

‘Animal Crossing:
New Horizons’

by Desirae Sin
SHE/HER/HERS

STAFF WRITER
desirae.sin@uconn.edu

Welcome back to The Back-
log, where we review video
games based on a certain topic
each month. In April, we've
been exploring “relaxing”
games to dispel the tension
and stress from upcoming fi-
nals. Although the popular-
ity of this title has died down
since its release, I still believe
that “Animal Crossing: New
Horizons” deserves to be men-
tioned in this column.

Nintendo released
“ACNH” for the Nintendo
Switch in 2020. The COV-
ID-19 pandemic contributed
to its sales because audienc-
es were stuck in their homes
and needed more forms of
entertainment. I distinctly
remember playing the game
while sitting at my desk on
Google Meet calls with my
class — trust me we all did it.
“ACNH?” is the fifth main en-
try to the “Animal Crossing”
franchise. Other games were
playable on systems like the
Wii and the Nintendo DS.

Generally, each game in-
volves the player moving to
a town or city as a new resi-
dent, but “ACNH” expands
on this by having the player
move to a remote island as its
first inhabitant, courtesy of
Tom Nook’s getaway package.
You are joined by two other

Rating: ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ

residents who come with their
own quirky personalities. You
must turn the island into a five-
star destination by building in-
frastructure and greenery and
adding more residents.

The closest thing to a plot
that “ACNH” has is building the
necessary infrastruc-
ture and
upgrading
your own
home. A
tanuki
named
T o m
N ook
loans
t h e
player
bells

the
cur-
ren-
cy in
all the
“Ani-
m a 1
Crossing”

LOGO BY HALEIGH SCHMIDT,

also no interest added onto
these loans (wish the same
could be said for mine). Some
buildings you help create are
the museum, Nook’s Cran-
ny, the Able Sisters and the
Campsite. Certain

games — in or- ASSOCIATE ARTIST EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

der for you to progress. Essen-
tially, the game is about taking
out loans and scrambling to pay
them back. In retrospect, it’s not
quite as relaxing when put this
way since it reflects the experi-
ence of many college graduates.

It’s much easier to repay
loans by selling bugs, fish,
flowers, fruit and other good-
ies on your island. There is

N P C s are des-
ignated to each of these fa-
cilities: the twins Timmy and
Tommy (also known as the
Nooklings) run Nook’s Cran-
ny, the hedgehogs Sable and
Mabel run the Able Sisters as
a clothing store and the owl
Blathers runs the museum.
Personally, I've always loved
the museum the most in all of

the “Animal Crossing” games,
collecting all the creatures and
fossils scratches the comple-
tionist part of my brain. In one
of the recent updates, the mu-
seum has also become the home
of The Roost, a cafe operated by
the pigeon Brew-
ster. Even
though
I don’t
like the
taste
of cof-
fee, 1
do ap-
pre-
ciate
the aes-
thetic as-
sociated
with it,
plus
the lit-
tle cafe
cups
a r e
cute!
T h e
“Happy Home
Paradise DLC” was released in
November of 2021. It comes with
more customizable features in
your home along with the oppor-
tunity to create vacation homes for
more NPCs. As a member of the
Paradise Planning Team, players
can fulfill their dreams as interior
designers and have fun sharing
their designs with others.
Although “ACNH” is a great
way to unwind from society, it
also comes with multiplayer fea-

tures through online or local
play. Multiple people can play
on the same island on the same
Switch, but only the player who
started the game can be the Res-
ident Representative, who can
make buildings and such. You
can also have players visit you
from different islands, meaning
different Switches. This feature
is what made it so appealing
during the pandemic, people
could interact and play with
each other during quarantine
and still feel connected.

The main pitfall with all of
the “Animal Crossing” games
is that once you’ve grinded out
all of the quests, there’s noth-
ing left to do besides customize.
“ACNH?” is no exception to this.
Once youve decorated your
island and moved all the build-
ings to your pleasure, there
isn’t much else to do in it. The
seasons do change in real time
so there is some incentive for
you to play and collect all the
fish and bugs but beyond that
it can become dull. Once all of
your loans are paid, there isn’t
much else to do. Also, play-
ers may find themselves ex-
hausted with how much time
and effort they’ve put into their
island. Once the initial excite-
ment wears off you come to re-
alize you’ve played the game to
completion, even though there
is no real ending to the game.
At that point, the only thing left
for you to do is restart the game
and begin from scratch again.

TONIGHT: THE WORLD-FAMOUS

Ray Chen

COMES TO UCONN

by Kenneth Van Dyk
HE/HIM/HIS

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
kenneth.van_dyk@uconn.edu

The Lenard Chamber Mu-
sic Series has seen some great
performances this year, and
with the spring semester
closing up, it’s time for one
last concert. For the last per-
formance of the season, we
have Ray Chen, the famous
virtuoso violinist, perform-
ing at the Jorgensen Center
for Performing Arts tonight.

Chen was accepted into the
Curtis Institute of Music, one
of the most prestigious music
schools in the country respon-
sible for teaching America’s
most skilled musicians, at just
15 years old. Since then, he has
played in the best orchestras
worldwide and won many im-
pressive awards. His concerts
have amassed hundreds of
thousands of audience mem-
bers, and his talent has landed
him positions as an ambas-
sador for SONY Electronics
and a music consultant for
Riot Games, the studio behind
League of Legends.

He’s used his talent to in-
spire a new generation of clas-
sical music lovers by engag-
ing with people through his
internet platforms. His videos

ranging from violin tutori-
als to classical music-themed
tier lists and challenges have
amassed almost five hundred
thousand subscribers on You-
Tube and 900,000 follow-
ers on Instagram. His most
popular video on YouTube
has been watched 13 million
times. Believe it or not, it is a
23-second clip of him playing
the violin to two horses.
Tonight, Chen will be joined
by Julio Elizalde on the piano, a
great musician who frequently
tours with Chen. Their program
includes Beethoven’s Violin So-
nata No. 7 and Bach’s Partita No.
3, and it is hinted that works by
composers such as Dvorik, Ba-
zzini and Corea will be played.
Beethoven’s seventh violin
sonata is an important work
for violin and piano. It was
published in the early years
of his hearing loss, and as a
result, is filled with emotions
associated with the impending
loss of a musician’s most im-
portant sense. The first move-
ment, written in a form that
pits two melodies against each
other, is filled with turmoil
and struggle in a brave display
of force. While still loosely fol-
lowing the style of Mozart and
Haydn, this piece is a prelude
to the emergence of the Ro-

mantic movement and show-
cases Beethoven’s contribution
to this style where emotion and
expression triumph over rea-
son and order in music.

Bach, who many might know
for his works on the keyboard
or his religious music, was also
a great violinist. This work is
strictly for solo violin, which
means no piano accompani-
ment at all. Still, using just four
strings and a bow, Bach’s com-
positional and musical skills
create a thoroughly interesting
piece. His music carries an im-
provisatory tone as melodies
and patterns come back and
forth in unexpected ways, and
his usage of different ranges of
the violin in close succession
gives the impression of multi-
ple voices being played at once
as if one performer were two or
three at the same time. The be-
ginning of the piece may be fa-
miliar to those who had an old
Nokia phone, as it was used for
one of their ringtone presets.

These are all the pieces
that we know about, so if this
sounds intriguing to you, then
make sure to attend tonight!
As always, through the Le-
nard Chamber Music Endow-
ment Fund, all students with a
valid UConn ID can attend the
event for free. See you there!
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by Thaomy Phung
SHE/HER/HERS

CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
thaomy.phung@uconn.edu

Formerly a lead in the Dis-
ney series “Girl Meets World,”
Sabrina Carpenter began her
music career in 2014 with her
single, “Can’t Blame a Girl for
Trying” and an EP titled after
the song. She followed this up-
roar of music with six albums,
each gaining more popular-
ity. After she finished touring
with Taylor Swift on the global
leg of the Eras Tour, Carpen-
ter released her new single,
“Espresso” on April 12, 2024.

Carpenter revealed in an
interview with Zane Lowe
that “Espresso” was written
while she was in France and
that “there was so much per-
sonality throughout the entire
song,” adding that it would
be “really, really fun to sing
live with a crowd.” Perfect for
people who don’t know or lis-
ten to her music, “Espresso” is
a song that is a great introduc-
tion to Carpenter’s sense of
humor and music style.

After listening to this song,
I can attest that it will reel you
in within just the first 30 sec-
onds. “Espresso” will leave
you addicted to not just cof-
fee, but the vibe it brings, too.
The beginning instrumentals
transition into the inclusion
of drums and her vocals, a
blend that will undoubtedly
get you up and dancing.

“Now he’s thinkin’ bout
me every night, oh / Is it that
sweet? I guess so / Say you
can’t sleep, baby, I know /
That’s that me, espresso”

Her unwavering confidence
is one that listeners can only
dream of having. The lyrics of
“Espresso” seem to be about
power, poise and pride. It’s
not a bad thing though; be-
ing prideful is good, it’s just a
testament to one’s self-worth
— something every person
should have. Putting herself
on a pedestal, Carpenter’s
sweet rhythm and excitement
make for the perfect hype-up
song. The lyrics bring out the
energy even further:

“I can’t relate to despera-
tion / My ‘give a fucks’ are on
vacation / And I got this one
boy / And he won’t stop call-
ing / When they act this way /
I know I got em’”

The energy that this song
pours out upscores its feel
and electricity entirely, almost
reaching that of Bruno Mars’
“Runaway Baby” — another
confident song with a similar
meaning to “Espresso.”

The lyrics, though, are re-
petitive, which makes it dif-
ficult to listen to on repeat.
“Espresso” is a solid song to
put on a playlist to listen to
once or a couple of times but
doesn’t stand on its own. Al-
though it’s somewhat easy to
dance to, “Espresso” is quite
repetitive. The lyrics and the
jazz-like bass-playing bring
a uniqueness to the table,
setting it apart from the un-
fortunate mediocre, but this
only slightly raises its appeal.
Despite the shortcomings of
“Espresso,” fans are still rav-
ing over her new song, but
equally antsy for the album
drop, whenever that may be.

girl in red makes label debut with

‘T'™ DOING I'I' AGAIN
BABY?!"

by Henry St. Pierre | HE/HIM/HIS | GAMPUS CORRESPONDENT | henry.st_pierre@uconn.edu

In the ever-expanding world
of alternative/indie pop, Norwe-
gian singer/songwriter Marie
Ulven Ringheim, better known
by the moniker girl in red, has
gained monumental attention
through her infectious mix of
classic chamber pop, DIY pro-
duction and soulful lyrics that
any teenager or twenty-some-
thing can shout along to. girl
in red has also become a queer
icon, with millions of queer fans
across the world aligning them-
selves with her music.

Gaining prominence along-
side other bedroom artists like
Clairo and Cavetown, girl in red
pioneered the modern wave of
independent artists, amassing
over 16 million monthly listen-
ers on Spotify just short of six
years after releasing her first EP,
2018’s “Chapter 1.” After open-
ing for Conan Gray and Clairo
in Europe around that time, the
single “We Fell in Love in Oc-
tober” climbed to No. 14 on US
billboard rock charts. She is cur-
rently on tour across the United
States before touring Europe
with Momma — another DIY
rock band that recently played
at the University of Connecticut
for WHUS’ Spring Fling event.

girl in red’s first studio album
dropped in 2021. “If T Could Make
It Go Quiet” was released with a
mixed reception. While some peo-
ple heralded the record as a beau-
tifully melancholic look at life,
others were quick to point out its
repetitive and derivative nature.
With all that said, going into
this album was a mixture of
excitement and apprehension.
Signing onto a major label can
be a blessing and a curse. Es-
pecially in the underground,
signing to a major label has
always been something that
so-called “true” music fans
find abhorrent. On the con-
trary, a major label can pro-
vide enough equipment, mon-
ey and outside help to allow
an artist to fully realize their
ideas and creative potential.
With this new record, the ma-
jor label has certainly provided
an upgrade in production. “I'M
DOING IT AGAIN BABY!
has amazing production. girl in
red’s voice echoes with provoca-
tive power, and the orchestral
swells that are so common on
the former half of the record are
intensely grand and enticing.
The album is fairly short, with
10 tracks lasting just under 28

minutes. Influences on this record
range from electronic, baroque
pop and folk. The aforementioned
orchestral arrangements on songs
like the opener, “I'm Back,” feel
like they could be a lost song from
the “Abbey Road” side two med-
ley, albeit with a modern tinge.

“You Need Me Now?” features
Disney star turned pop sensa-
tion Sabrina Carpenter — an
intoxicating and bubbly dance
track that will undoubtedly be
on millions of summer playlists
and featured in some commer-
cials five years down the line.
Though the track was one of the
lead singles, it’s one of the more
forgettable tracks, save for the
feature from Carpenter on the
back half of the song. This style
of loud in-your-face pop rock
has been done countless times
in the past few years, though it
definitely is infectious.

“A Night To Remember” fea-
tures a soft, twinkly piano and
showcases girl in red’s ability
to craft powerful and intimate
love songs that slowly build
out into something massive
and grandiose. “Ugly Side”
opens with an infectious bass
line and evolves into a groovy
rock number that takes influ-

ence from Arctic Monkeys’
“AM.” It’s a highlight of the
record, though the spoken
word near the end and shoo-
in about starting a podcast de-
tract from the highlights.

“New Love” has one of the
most infectious vocal melodies
on the album, and its breakneck
switches from anthemic to inti-
mate felt some of the most sat-
isfying on the entire LP, though
it did feel a little derivative of
other songs on the album.

The album’s closer features
a base of industrial machinery
sounds that lead into an anx-
ious dance number, borrow-
ing heavily from electronic
music that wouldn’t feel out
of place at a club in Europe.
The song is the shortest of the
bunch, which feels criminal as
it’s a fantastic closer that ties
everything together nicely.

“'M DOING IT AGAIN
BABY!” serves as a warm in-
troduction to what girl in red
could accomplish with the
backing of a major label; how-
ever, it does come at a cost. This
record falls into a lot of pop cli-
ches that can make it tiring —
but that might just make others
love this album even more.

Rating: ﬂ ﬂ ﬂ
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UCONN STIFFS

STUDENT

ast year, nearly

I $125,000 in damages
occurred as fans set

fires, flipped vehicles, knocked
down lamp posts and smashed
through windows after the Uni-
versity of Connecticut men’s
basketball team won the na-
tional championship, which left
15 arrested and 16 hospitalized.

In an effort to avoid a repeat
of that level of destruction,
UConn implemented sweep-
ing security measures tempo-
rarily removing lamp posts on
Hillside Road and replacing
them with wall lights along the
School of Business. However,
it was not just campus infra-
structure that was changed;
in addition, the university re-
stricted the number of individ-
uals able to attend the watch
party in Gampel Pavilion.
Only UConn students were
allowed in and were required
to show their UConn ID upon
entrance. Additionally, no al-
cohol was sold in the arena
and the entire lower bowl was
closed off to avoid the court be-
ing stormed like last year.

Nearly 1,700 students were
denied entry into Gampel
Pavilion on April 8 for the
2024 NCA A Men’s Basketball
Championship watch party
according to reporting from
The Daily Campus.

An email from Mike En-
right, UConn’s deputy spokes-
person, explained that “There
were 6,741 tickets distributed
for the event, based upon seat-
ing capacity in the upper bowl,
and 5,014 were admitted.” 5,014
tickets were scanned, and no
statistically significant number
of additional people had en-
tered according to Enright.

Enright said that the build-
ing had reached a safe capacity
with 5,014 seats filled; accord-
ing to a UConn facilities web-
site, Gampel Pavilion has a ca-
pacity of 9,882 people.

“A decision was made by the
Fire Marshal to close admis-
sion to Gampel before the game
started based on concerns re-
lated to crowd size and available
seating capacity, the safety of
our student body and all those
in Gampel Pavilion and on cam-
pus was the paramount concern
during this event and the deci-
sion was made on that basis,”
said a statement released by the
university. “However, the uni-
versity would still like to extend
its sincere apologies to those
students who held valid tickets
to the Watch Party and were not
able to be admitted.”

UConn was adamant in
the build-up to the national
championship that the experi-
ence for this year’s Final Four
would be fundamentally dif-

TICKETS

ferent from the prior years.
“There’s a wonderful group
that has been meeting to pre-
pare for the ‘campus festivi-
ties,” shall we say, around Final
Four week,” according to UCo-
nn Provost Anne D’Alleva.
“No outsiders in Gampel,” she
promised. “The UConn com-
munity in Gampel only.”
Despite these promises, the
university slashed the seating ca-
pacity of the only venue for stu-
dents to watch the game for free
without providing any real al-
ternative for students. We at The
Daily Campus Editorial Board
are disappointed by the univer-
sity’s lackluster response to a
problem they largely created. We
want to be clear: the rioting that
occurred last year was inexcus-
able. However, it is disappoint-
ing to see that the university gave
no clear alternatives to students
who were either denied admis-
sion or were unable to get a ticket
to the watch party in the first
place. The gravity of UConn’s lo-
gistical failure is underscored by
the fact that dedicated Huskies
fans only had one chance to wit-
ness this historic back-to-back
victory. Student outrage is com-
pletely valid given how UConn
arbitrarily squandered a once in
a lifetime opportunity for many,
on a campus filled with viable
venues for a student watch party.
There are options at the
main campus: Morrone Stadi-
um, a nine-minute walk from
Gampel, has a seating capacity
of 5,300, or a bleacher capac-
ity of 4,169. Sherman Sports
Complex, located behind Gam-
pel, has a seating capacity of
2,000. According to Enright,
the difficulty with holding
watch parties this year aris-
es from enforcing fire codes
and the chance of inclement
weather. Despite advertising
this year’s watch-party for the
UConn community-only, the
university was content with
allowing students to be left
stranded outside of Gampel,
some of which were paying up
to $250 for a ticket. Meanwhile,
UConn is aware how popular
these events are, with numer-
ous social media posts hyping
up both watch parties and en-
couraging students to go.
Event-planning is an inher-
ently challenging process.
While it’s clear that UConn
did extensive preparation
when it came to the protec-
tion of its property, it is dis-
heartening that it seems like
they didn’t extend that same
level of preparation to their
own students in ensuring
every member of the UConn
community had somewhere
to watch the biggest college
basketball game of the year.

FREEDOM LSN'T FRE

AND SOLIDARITY
ISN'T CONVENIENT

FILE LOGO/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Nell Srinath | orinioN EDITOR

THEY/THEM/SHE/HER | nell.srinath@uconn.edu

Ten protesters were arrested for
blocking the entrance to a Pratt &
Whitney facility in Middletown the
morning of April 15. Videos circu-
lating social media show keffiyeh-
wearing protesters chained to the
entrance gate chanting “From the
bombs on Gaza’s children, CEOs
make their billions!” and singing
“For Palestine together, we shall not
be moved,” an alteration of a spiri-
tual hymn of a similar name sung
by enslaved people in the 1800s.

The protest was in opposition to
the engine manufacturer Pratt &
Whitney’s role the State of Israel’s
ongoing assault on Gaza, which has
killed nearly 34,000 Palestinians
since Oct. 7, 2023 and was ruled by
the International Court of Justice
as plausibly constituting an act of
genocide in January. Pratt & Whit-
ney, a subsidiary of the weapons
conglomerate RTX, signed a 15-year
contract to supply the Israeli mili-
tary with fighter jet engines in 2015,
to which the protesters called for an
early end. F-15, F-16 and F-35 fighter
jets are all currently deployed in the
Israeli Air Force, and a stymied ef-
fort by Congress to approve an $18
billion F-15 sale to Israel threatens
to provide more firepower for the
devastation and slaughter in Gaza.

The Middletown protest was
one of dozens of direct actions tak-
ing place in conjunction with “A15
Action,” a “coordinated economic
blockade in over 30 cities around
the world” to end American mili-
tary support for Israel, according to
an Instagram post by the Connecti-
cut chapter of Dissenters, a U.S.-
based anti-imperialist organiza-
tion. In Philadelphia, Ai1s-aligned
protesters blocked rush hour traffic
and held a car procession through
I-95, which resulted in the arrest
of at least 67 people by city police
and state troopers, according to the
Philadelphia Inquirer. Protesters
in Chicago shut down traffic enter-
ing O’Hare International Airport,
and traffic stopped for hours in San
Francisco when protesters blocked
Golden Gate Bridge.

Although the economic value
of stopping “business as usual”
isn’t likely to be calculated any
time soon, an emphatic headline
from the Hindustan Times cred-
ited the protesters with stoking
“travel chaos,” speaking to the
local and international percep-
tion of Monday’s stoppages.

It’s hard to imagine that the goal
of the arrested protesters is to draw
attention to their well-being; in-
stead, they’d probably ask us to di-
rect our attention and outrage to the
ongoing massacres in Gaza. How-
ever, I can’t help but think about all
the people who were willing to put
their bodies on the line to oppose
the U.S. and Israeli war machines.
Spending a few hours in the back
of a police cruiser or the night in a
jail cell is nothing compared to be-
ing one of the 76,000 Palestinians
who’ve been injured in bomb blasts
or under a collapsing building,
nor does it hold a candle to being

one of several Palestinians who’ve
been crushed to death by falling
aid packages while the region faces
systematic starvation. But these
relatively tame legal penalties are
something that the majority of
people claiming “solidarity” with
Palestinians have not experienced,
and probably never will pending
drastic cultural shifts in how we
show up for oppressed people.

As a college student, I understand
that there are a multitude of personal
circumstances that might make get-
ting arrested undesirable. It seems
like there isn’t enough time to get ev-
erything done that needs to get done
— case in point, this article will be
about an hour late as of writing this
because I had other school commit-
ments that I scrambled to finish. For
a lot of students, getting arrested is
probably the last block that would
topple their precarious Jenga tower
of academic commitments.

But the crucial thing is that,
among the hundreds, if not thou-
sands of people who got arrested
at an action Monday, many of them
were probably students sacrificing
school commitments to stand with
Palestine. Many arrestees likely
had disabilities (and this certainly
wouldn’t be the first time people
with disabilities got arrested for ac-
tivism). Numerous arrestees may
have been queer or trans, and con-
cerned about the conditions of jail,
where they may be more vulner-
able for how they present and iden-
tify — but need I repeat the classic
aphorism that the first Pride was
a riot? Many arrestees were prob-
ably elderly people, low-income
workers and people with a pre-
carious immigration status. These
people had their own situations to
worry about, but they showed up
for Palestine anyway.

An even more important point
here is that Palestinians have dis-
abilities. There are queer Palestin-
ians, despite what the chauvinistic
screeds of “pinkwashers” tell you.
There are Palestinian students,
who no longer have any universi-
ties left standing in Gaza to invigo-
rate their thirst for knowledge and
advancement. These groups are
suffering under occupation and
genocide, but they are also resist-
ing. What good are our excuses?

I’'m sure many of the people who
were arrested at an action were
spurred to mobilize through so-
cial media. But we'’re past the pal-
try goals of spreading awareness
in “solidarity.” Solidarity requires
sacrifice, now more than ever, and
the more we normalize putting the
collective needs of humanity first,
the more meaningful that solidarity
will be. To repurpose a phrase and
make thousands of Cold Warriors
turn in their graves, freedom isn’t
free. The cost isn’t to the imperialist
U.S. military or any of that jingoistic
nonsense. It’s to people experienc-
ing and resisting extraordinary op-
pression, and to those who are will-
ing to put aside their daily concerns
to end it in the belly of the beast.




The<0nilyCampus

Tuesday, April 16, 2024 e DailyCampus.com

b QR

S T : "

m—

L 1 | |

Fa

Graduate student Utku Sonsayar works outside on a beautiful day at the University of Connecticut Storrs campus on Monday, April 15, 2024. Students are seeking out-
door study spaces as the weather gets warmer in the northeast.
PHOTO BY EVAN RODRIGUEZ, ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

rivileged?

by Hodaya Naor | CONTRIBUTOR | SHE/HER/HERS | hodaya.naor@uconn.edu

I have always wondered if I
am privileged. I grew up with
a happy family, even though
we’d fight sometimes. We al-
ways had food in the fridge or
the game we wanted. We have
traveled abroad multiple times.
I have a functioning body; I'm
able to walk, talk and work
out. I can hear and see our
wonderful world. T met true
friends along the way, and I'm
studying my favorite subject.
Does that make me a privi-
leged person? I'm not so sure.

I also grew up in a war zone.
In my reality, an alarm isn’t just
an ambulance rushing to save
lives; it’s a missile siren. When
we hear an alarm, we run. We
stop what we’re doing and run
to the nearest bomb shelter to
protect ourselves from another
missile attack. When I traveled
the world, I avoided the ques-
tion, “Where are you from?”
just in case the other person is
antisemitic. Even if they hide it,

they will act differently while
speaking with me. In the place
I grew up, you can’t enter a pub-
lic place like a mall, a supermar-
ket, a school or just a regular
office building without having
your bag and pockets checked.
You're on guard at a bus stop
because of a possible car-ram-
ming terrorist attack, such as
one which killed one person
and injured 17 others in Tel Aviv
on Jan. 15. You dread the idea of
seeing a lost bag on a random
bench or in the street because it
might contain a bomb. As a Jew-
ish person from Israel, these are
all daily dangers that T and my
loved ones experience regu-
larly. Does living life like this
make me a privileged person?
People living in countries free
from domestic or regional con-
flict might find this difficult to
understand. Some of you are op-
posing the war in Gaza, advocat-
ing for a ceasefire or for “justice,”
whatever that may look like. I

wonder how many of you are
able to travel to any country you
want, or not to have to memorize
the location of bomb shelters
around you. I assume that it’s
easier to protest from your safe
university, surrounded by peo-
ple similar to you and have the
privilege to return to your nor-
mal routine after the rally ends.

To me, the Israel-Hamas war
has changed the meaning of the
word privilege. All the minor
problems we have in life feel
irrelevant in comparison. It
doesn’t matter if your boyfriend
broke up with you or if you for-
got to submit some trivial as-
signment. As long as you’re not
being held hostage by a terror
organization — you’re good.

It feels like the news is con-
centrating on only one side of
the story of the Israel-Palestine
conflict. It is not interesting to
post a video of a Palestinian
child stabbing soldiers when
the soldiers are from the Israeli
army. It is also not interesting
to post Arab students sitting in
classrooms, earning degrees in
Israeli universities. The world
is so convinced that Israel is the
bad guy that it remains blind to
Israel’s remarkable actions for
a peaceful life and for protect-
ing all people living within its
borders, not just Jewish. Just re-
cently, Israel’s amazing defense
systems rescued thousands of
civilians from a deadly Iranian
missile and drone attack.

Still, life in Israel is not privi-
leged. We struggle with fighting
for keeping our name of an hon-
orable place that respects a va-
riety of people, including Pales-
tinians. Hamas made it difficult
to prove while using the terrible
situation of the Palestinians
for its selfish purposes and by

A woman looks at posters on a wall in Hostages Square, a pub-
lic plaza in front of the Tel Aviv Museum of Art. The posters call
for the release of the hostages of the Oct. 7, 2023 attacks.

PHOTO COURTESY OF AUTHOR

turning down ceasefire propos-
als while asking for the release
of terrorists in return.

Despite all the difficulties
that Hamas created for the Is-
raeli people, it didn’t break our
spirit. Perhaps this is what be-
ing privileged is all about, feel-
ing loved and belonging to a
supportive community.

I grew up in a beauti-
ful country, surrounded by

amazing people, with a happy
family. I'm able to hear, see,
talk and walk. I have loving
friends, and I study my fa-
vorite subject. Yet, amidst all
that, I live in a country sur-
rounded by violent people and
powerful enemies who are
fighting to erase my people.
So perhaps, after all, I'm not
privileged because privilege is
living without violence.

SUBMIT TO
CULTURE

Culture Shock is a column for
underrepresented and marginalized
UConn students to anonymously
discuss their stories and experiences
as members of those groups at UConn.

https;//dailycampus.com/culture-shock/
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The Weekly Reed:

The Baltimore Orioles shouldn't have called up Jackson Holliday, yet

by Noah Reed
HE/HIM/HIS

STAFF WRITER
noah.reed@uconn.edu

The  Baltimore  Orioles
shocked the baseball world by
calling up the MLB’s #1 pros-
pect Jackson Holliday to play in
their series against the Boston
Red Sox. Jackson, the 20-year-
old son of former MLB player
Matt Holliday, was selected
with the first overall pick back
in the 2022 MLB draft and has
quickly made his way through
the Orioles organiza-

tion, being promoted to Triple-
A Norfolk in his second career
season. There were people who
fully expected him to make the
opening day roster for the Ori-
oles but ultimately ended up
back in Norfolk to start 2024.
However, things once again de-
veloped quickly for Holliday as
on April 10, the Orioles selected
his contract and called him up
to the big leagues to make his
MLB debut at Fenway Park.
Through his first five games,
Holliday has just one hit across
15 at-bats. Nine of his first 15
ABs ended in a strikeout and
he hasn’t drawn a walk. Some
people have pointed out some
shaky defense, specifically at
the games in Boston with mul-
tiple fly balls dropping over his
head. Despite this, he
made some nice plays on
the field, including a sol-
id sliding stop in Thurs-
day’s game against the Red
Sox that stopped a hit.
As kind of expected, Hol-
liday is hitting a learning
curve with his transition
into the MLB. For being as
young as he is and not hav-
ing played professional base-
ball for that long, it makes
sense that he isn’t hitting the
ground running in his first
few games as a major leaguer.
With that being said, I
think the move to call up Hol-
liday was a little premature
and another player should’ve
been called up instead.
This is not to discredit how
good a player Jackson Holliday
is as he is clearly talented.

L2ty

. In spring training, the

20-year-old had an
4 - .  OPS of 954

two home runs and six RBI
with seven of his 14 hits going
for extra bases. In his 10 games
in Norfolk before being called
up, Holliday had an OPS of1.077
with five doubles and two hom-
ers to go alongside his nine RBI
on probably the most talented
lineup in minor league baseball.
The thing is, Baltimore’s
farm system is one of the most
stacked in baseball. They had
plenty of guys they could’ve
called up to fill their roster
while Jackson Holliday got
more experience under his
wing. It’s crazy to even think
that they have players that had
a hotter start to their season in
Triple-A, but Heston Kjerstad
is proof that someone is. Kjer-
stad has played in 15 games in
Norfolk this year and already
has seven home runs and 27
RBI. This along with a .361 BA,
.770 SLG and a 1.208 OPS are
just insane numbers to be pro-
duced at the highest level of the
minor leagues. What Kjerstad
offered too over Holliday was
already having MLB experi-
ence. The outfielder made his
debut in 2023 and played in
13 games for the Orioles and
already has two major league
home runs and three RBI.
Now roster construction
wise it makes
sense

why Holliday was called up.
Being a shortstop/second
baseman, Holliday filled the
gap that was left when the
team released Tony Kemp
from the roster. But Balti-
more’s outfielders have been
off to a so-so start so far this
season. Austin Hays (.086)
and Anthony Santander
(.180) are both batting below
the Mendoza line, but Colton
Cowser and Cedric Mullins
seem to be doing just fine.
Mullins has three home runs
and 10 RBI while Cowser, an-
other young star on this Bal-
timore team, has been abso-
lutely crushing the ball lately,
including a two home-
run game
against Bos-
ton on April \ .
11. Meanwhile A
Baltimore’s in-
field is already
loaded with tal-
ent, with play-
ers like Gunnar
Henderson, Jor-
dan Westburg and
Ryan Mountcastle all
producing at high rates
this early this season. Es-
pecially with the way Austin
Hays has been playing this
season, it would make a lot of
sense for Kjerstad to be called
up soon; I am a little sur-
prised Holliday was called up
before him. I think the Ori-
oles’ organization got a little

jumpy with trying to rush

Holliday to the majors that

they didn’t care if he was
. ready for it or not.

High strikeout rates
(60%) and a low average
" exit velocity (84.2

' mph) show

A
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that he might not be ready to
play on the biggest stage at the
moment, but there is still plen-
ty of hope for the future. Get-
ting him this experience now
also isn’t a completely awful
idea, to be fair. The MLB debut
is out of the way as well as his
home debut which should help
take away some of the stress
that might be weighing down
on such a young player. Getting
Holliday to a point where he
can swing the bat confidently
at the highest level of the game
should be the Orioles’ main
concern with him now, and I
think that involves just a little
more time in the minor leagues
before being called up again.
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Cam Spencer aims for a basket at UConn basketball’s First Night on Friday, Oct. 13, 2024 at Gampel Pavilion. The men’s team went on to a very successful season, re-
turning to Storrs with yet another national championship.
PHOTO BY ZACHARY MOLLER, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Stratton Stave
HE/HIM/HIS

SPORTS EDITOR
stratton@uconn.edu

The morning after the UCo-
nn women’s basketball team
fell in the Final Four to Iowa,
everyone’s mood went in the
complete opposite direction.
Instead of focusing on the sad-
ness and frustration of defeat,
the choice of one 18-year-old
turned everything around.

Months after the majority of
prospects announced their com-
mitments to universities, the
top player in the class remained
uncommitted. That player was
Sarah Strong, who wanted to fo-
cus on everything that involved
her high school journey before
looking ahead to college. Once
she racked up accolades and
left no doubt that she was the
best player in the 2024 recruit-
ing cycle, Strong announced her
commitment to UConn.

Strong is a one-of-a-kind
player who possesses skills
that can take UConn to the next
level. In a 6-foot-2 frame, it’s
hard to categorize the McDon-
ald’s All-American game MVP
into one position. She has all
the normal abilities of a power
forward, the typical position
for someone her height. Strong
has solid post moves that she
can use when she’s matched up
against smaller opponents and
she’s able to finish well inside.

One issue is that she has of-
ten been the biggest player on
the floor, which will not be the
case in college. Strong misses
several layups, but she is big
enough compared to the op-
position that it hasn’t hurt
her. She’s historically
been able to get a handful
of rebounds and putback
attempts in one posses-
sion. Top college teams
have players who will
snatch up those re-
bounds after the first
attempt. That is very
fixable, and given her
growth in high school,
it’s of little doubt that
she’ll adapt upon ar-
rival in Storrs.

Moving on to her
biggest strength is her
ability to pass. She isn’t
quite Paige Bueckers or
Nika Miihl, but Strong
has an excellent sense
of the floor and where
her teammates are. Many
compare her to Nikola Jokic
and Magic Johnson with the
way she’s able to find team-
mates from the interior as a
big, which isn’t crazy.

Strong gets positioning on
the low post and is able to find
cutting teammates or open

ones on the inside, which is
especially helpful when she’s
being double-teamed. Her vi-
sion extends past the post too,
with an ability to facilitate in
the fastbreak and on the perim-
eter. In year one, it’s unlikely
that Strong will be given the
keys to the offense, especially
when considering Bueckers’
world-class abilities. However,
if Strong can use year one to get
comfortable with the college
game, there’s little reason why
she wouldn’t be able to ease into
a more prominent facilitating
role in the following years.

Another reason why she is
the top player in the class is
her ability to hit shots from
distance. Most traditional bigs
can hit occasional threes at
best, but strong isn’t a tradi-
tional big. She has a beautiful
stroke from 3-point land and
the ball looks poised to go in
every time she releases it.

Not only does this help in
terms of getting her team
frequent threes, it also
opens up the floor.
When opponents
have to respect
Strong on the
perimeter
instead
o f
wait-
ing
in

Sarah Strong’s
commitment and what it
means for UConn

the paint for her to drive, it
opens up a lot in the paint.
Teammates have clearer cut-
ting lanes and Strong has more
of an ability to drive herself.
Once downhill, she has an
easy time getting a layup to fall
or finding another teammate.
There’s a world where
UConn could have Strong at
the center position with four
guards alongside her, which
opens up a lot of possibili-
ties on the offensive end. Five
players who can shoot, pass
and handle the ball? That
lineup would be among the
best in the country on that
end of the floor and Strong’s
defensive abilities wouldn’t
hold them back there either.
She’s great at swatting shots,
with hand-eye coordina-
tion that is excep-
tional. She

doesn’t have the size to swat
many shots from centers, but
if smaller players drive and
challenge Strong at the rim,
then she’ll make them pay.
Looking broadly, Strong’s
commitment takes the Hus-
kies to a completely new
level next year. There’s a
chance she could be a day
one starter and her diverse
skillset would allow her to
morph into whatever role
UConn needs her to fit into.
If she needs to play as a big
wing in a game against an
opponent with more size, she
can do that. If there’s a fast
paced, smaller matchup and
she needs to hold down the
inside, she can also do that.

Strong’s versatility is super
helpful for the UConn wom-
en next year and takes them
towards the top of the title
conversation. They still do
have some question marks on
the interior, with the uncer-
tainties of what Jana El Alfy
will bring and how much Ice
Brady will develop, but their
backcourt is as good as any
other in the country.

Bueckers will likely be the
face of the sport, Azzi Fudd is an
exceptional shooter, KK Arnold
should take a sophomore leap
and there are many others who
can pitch in around the rotation.
As usual, their biggest obstacle
will be health. If they can make
it through the year without inju-
ries, there’s little stopping them
from contending for na-
tional title No. 12.
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UConn’s loss comes at the hands of lowa in the Final Four in Cleveland on Friday, April 5, 2024. A hard fought preformance against
lowa brought the Huskies within a two point game with a final score of 69-71, closing out the game and season.

PHOTO BY CONNOR SHARP, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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UConn softball loses their second game against Creighton at the Burrill Family Field in Storrs, Conn. on April 13, 2024. The Huskies went 2-1 for their entire three
game series with Creighton over the weekend.

PHOTO BY MERCER FERGUSON, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

UConn men’s soccer takes on University of Rhode Island at Morrone Stadium
on Saturday, April 13, 2024. UConn beats URI 3-1 after a rainy game.

PHOTO BY CONNOR SHARP, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

The UConn baseball team goes up against Boston College at
their home field Elliot Ball Park in Storrs, Conn. on Tuesday,
March 26, 2024. The Huskies unfortunately could not keep up
with the BC Eagles and went home with a 4-7 loss.

PHOTO BY SIHAM NEDLOUSSI, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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BASEBALL:

Huskies host Kansas State; seek revenge at Boston
College in marquee midweek matchups

by Cole Stefan
HE/HIM/HIS

SENIOR COLUMNIST
cole.stefan@uconn.edu

With each triumph during
their 12-game homestand, the
UConn baseball team has got-
ten hotter and hotter. Since
Easter weekend, the Huskies
have gone 7-2 and collected
critical conference series wins
over the Xavier Musketeers
and St. John’s Red Storm. Con-
necticut has outscored their
opponents 62-30 over their
past six games and 99-61 dur-
ing their current homestand.

The Hook C’s season-long
stretch in Storrs concludes to-
night in a nonconference clash
against the Kansas State Wild-
cats before heading to Boston
for a rematch with the Boston
College Eagles tomorrow.

Graduate infielder Paul
Tammaro had the game of
his career in the series fina-
le against the Red Storm on
Sunday. Tammaro tallied a
career-best nine RBI that af-
ternoon, three of which came
on a series-clinching walk-
off blast in the bottom of the
ninth inning. With a team-
leading .322 batting average

and hits in six
out of

his last seven games, expect
UConn’s shortstop to continue
doing damage at the dish.

Senior outfielder Korey
Morton and graduate third
baseman Luke Broadhurst
will each do likewise. Both
veterans are batting .296, with
the latter having recorded a hit
in nine out of his last 10 con-
tests. Broadhurst has homered
four times and raised his bat-
ting average by 90 points in
that span. Morton, meanwhile,
has been consistent all season.
No player has more than the
Norwalk native’s 40 hits, and
his 23 RBI are second behind
his graduate teammate.

Each Nutmeg State native
brings as much power to the
plate for the Huskies as first
baseman Maddix Dalena does.
Dalena became the first Con-
necticut player since Mike Olt
in 2010 to have a three-homer
game on Friday night and
leads the team with eight long-
balls. With how well he has
been seeing the ball recently,
the 6-foot-3 sophomore should
be able to add on to his 10 RBI
in his past five games.

As has been the case with
most midweek contests, expect
true freshman Ben Schild and
Seton Hall transfer Joe Cinnel-
la on the bump. Cinnella, who
will likely start tomorrow,
did not pitch against
the Eagles three
weeks ago but
will look to
limit his
walks

i n

PHOTO BY MERCER FERGUSON, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

UConn baseball wins their home
game against University of Maine
at Elliot Ballpark in Storrs, Conn. on
April 10, 2024. The Huskies managed a
blowout with a final score of 20-2.

Massachu-

setts.  Schild
gil‘;ceh‘flrcllo us 31)3; cord of 9-15.
innings of
one-run ball
against the
Bryant Bull-
dogs last

Tuesday and
faces one of
his  toughest
challenges in a
potent Kansas
State offense.
The Wild-
cats travel
to Storrs for
their first-
ever meeting
against  the
Hook C after
being swept
by the Okla-
homa Soon-
ers. Despite
their 7-8 re-
cord in Big 12
play, Kansas
State  ranks
38th in War-
ren  Nolan’s
RPI standings
and grabbed
their first two
wins of the
year against
UConn’s next
two opponents
after tonight.
Wichita State
transfer Chuck
Ingram,  who
went 3-5 against
the Sooners on
Sunday, has de-
livered at the dish
in his first year as a
Wildcat. Ingram hits
for both average and
power as his 52 base
knocks rank fourth
in the Big 12 Confer-
ence and his eight
home runs comple-
ment his .979 OPS.
Redshirt  junior
Brady Day has as
many hits as the
Missouri native
does in 23 fewer
at-bats, and his
.394 batting av-
erage ranks
second in the
conference be-
hind Texas
Tech’s Damian
Bravo. Paired
with his team-
leading 1.142
OPS and 38
RBI, Day is the
most danger-
ous hitter in
the Wildcats’
lineup.  The
New Hamp-
shire  native
returns to
New England
with hits in
seven out of
his last eight
games and
a double in
three games
straight.
Juniors
Kaelen  Cul-
pepper and
Brendan Jones
are Kansas
State’s  other
sluggers that
have at least a
.900 OPS and
a .300 bat-
ting average.
Culpepper
whacked six
hits in his last
four games
and leads the
team with four
triples. Jones

PHOTO BY MERGER FERGUSON,
GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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just as
fast with

20 stolen
bases on 21 at-
tempts.

Expect either sopho-
more righty Mason Buss
or true freshman Blake Dean
to take the bump versus the
Huskies tonight. Buss saw
his ERA rise from 1.93 to 3.18
following his most recent out-
ing against the Wichita State
Shockers, but that will not
stop him from trying to keep
the Huskies off the bases.
Dean, meanwhile, struck out
35 batters in 32.2 innings.

Connecticut tallied just five
hits, three of which came in
the second inning, in their 7-4
defeat against Boston College
at Elliot Ballpark on March
26. While Hook C goes on the
road for the first time in three
weeks, the Eagles are wrapping
up a nine-game homestand at
Harrington Athletics Village.

Boston College has four
qualified hitters batting over
.300, including senior out-
fielder Cameron Leary. The
veteran slugger leads the Ea-
gles in several offensive cat-
egories with his power. Leary
sits in the top 10 in the ACC
with 12 longballs, his most
recent giving Boston College
their lone win against the
Wake Forest Demon Deacons
on Saturday. Add in his 18
stolen bases on 19 attempts,
and a spot on the All-ACC
First Team may be in the se-
nior outfielder’s sights.

There might also be a
spot waiting for first base-

UConn Huskies go up against Northeastern in an afternoon
game on March 27, 2024 at Elliot Ballpark. UConn lost
with a final score of 6-7, leaving them with a re-

man Kyle
Wolff. The soph-

omore’s .348 batting average
leads the team, and he is one
of the Eagles’ top extra-base
hit producers with seven
homers and 12 doubles. Three
of those doubles have come
in his last four games, and
following a 3-5 afternoon on
Sunday, expect Wolff to re-
main on an extra-base tear.

Keep an eye on junior in-
fielder Nick Wang and senior
outfielder Patrick Roche in
the heart of Boston College’s
order. Both poised hitters
are batting .306—with Roche
doing so in 23 fewer at-bats—
and have three of the Eagles’
eight triples.

Instead of Brian McMonagle
on the mound, UConn will
likely see senior righty Evan
Moore, who pitched four in-
nings against the Northeast-
ern Huskies in his most recent
start. If that outing and his 2.1
scoreless innings in relief on
Sunday are any indication, it
may be hard for the Nutmeg
State’s Huskies’ torrid offense
to muster anything.

First pitch against the
Wildcats tonight is at 6:05
p.m. on CBSSN, while tomor-
row’s contest in Chestnut
Hill is at 3 p.m. and will be
available on MIXLR.



