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Right-wing media group

submits FOIA requests to
UConn, state colleges

The Dodd Center for Human Rights on Sept. 19, 2024. This building houses a collection of artifacts and objects that are important to UConn’s history.
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by Patrick Boots
STAFF WRITER

HE/HIM/HIS
patrick.boots@uconn.edu

The University of Con-
necticut and other colleges
in the state recently received
records requests from a we-
bring called Metric Media.
The requests ask for copies
of every current course syl-
labus, plus relevant metada-
ta, and enrollment informa-
tion on “Chinese nationals.”

“Please share any docu-
ments or lists that show all
current students who are
Chinese nationals and which
department of study they are
in... [and] the amount of each
scholarshiptheyreceive,” their
request, attributed to one Jules
Goonewardena, said in part.

The requests were made
under the Freedom of In-
formation Act laws, which
give the public the right to
request records from the
government at both the fed-
eral and state levels. Since
the UConn system (and most
public colleges) is a state
agency, it’s obligated to pro-

vide requested records
with some limited exceptions.

“In some cases, [certain]
documents can be disclosed
following redaction of the in-
formation that is confiden-
tial,” UConn’s general pub-
lic records guidelines state.

Similar FOIA requests
for syllabi and choice demo-
graphics have been made
by the group at hundreds
of institutions nationwide.

Metric Media claims to op-
erate over 1,300 online news
sites across the U.S., each with
the same mission to “shine
a spotlight on the voices of
our neighborhoods.” In Con-
necticut, they’re behind such
names as the “Hartford Re-
porter,” “Naugatuck Times”
and “Constitution State News.”

Their sites publish “auto-
generated data stories, inter-
views with local residents,
and in-depth reports,” ac-
cording to the Metric Media
webpage. They don’t provide
any information about a local
news operation, such as a lo-
cal newsroom or a listing of
reporters.  Goonewardena’s

name appears on FOIA re-
quests for a variety of topics
on behalf of Metric, many of
which ask schools for infor-
mation about “Chinese na-
tionals.” On LinkedIn, he’s
listed as a “data manager”
for Local Labs LLC, a shell
company of Metric Media.

In the past, the company’s
sites and subsidiaries have
been known to falsify bylines
and reporting. Some of their
fake content was syndicated
as “advertorial” content by
larger publishers, according
to reporting from Nieman Lab.

“We don’t feel compelled to
put their names on the web-
site, because when our re-
porters put their names on a
website, people attack them...
Crazy left-wing lunatics try
to attack them and call their
parents and harass them,”
said Metric owner and co-
founder Brian Timpone, in
an interview with the Murray
State News of Murray State
University in Kentucky, who
received identical requests.

Timpone is reportedly
a former television politi-

cal reporter from Illinois.

The group announced the
requests to UConn and Central
Connecticut State University
with boilerplate posts speci-
fying that they were made on
behalf of the “Coalition Op-
posing Governmental Secre-
cy,” one of many companies
founded and operated by Tim-
pone. The announcement de-
scribes the coalition as a non-
profit organization “dedicated
to investigating state and fed-
eral governmental agencies.”

“We want to know what
colleges are teaching these
days to our young people,” ex-
plained Timpone. “We want
to know if [state-funded col-
leges] are actually teaching,
or if they’re trying to propa-
gandize you with nonsense.”

Timpone said that he’s con-
cerned that topics such as
“gay” and “trans history” were
being taught at public colleges,
calling them “absurd.” Met-
ric Media’s output is directly
linked to right-wing conserva-
tive politics, according to the
Columbia Journalism Review,
NPR and The New York Times.

When asked, Timpone
said that his concern at col-
leges is Chinese students
“spying” for the Chinese
government, the Murray
State interview revealed.

“Chinese students are all
obliged to be loyal to the CCP
[Chinese Communist Party],
so there’s that,” Timpone said.
“We are interested in all for-
eign students, but Chinese
ones here to spy on the U.S.
are of particular interest.”

Their report said Murray
State University complied with
the request, but other school’s
state laws have blocked it.

The UConn public records
office has not yet processed
Metric Media’s requests but
has received them. The Con-
necticut state FOIA laws pro-
hibit the release of “personal
information including names
and addresses of students en-
rolledin any school,” soitisun-
likely Metric’s specific request
as worded will be honored.

For more information
about public records and
the FOIA at UConn, visit
publicrecords.uconn.edu.
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CT and RI file to block offshore
wind stop order

by Jenna Outcalt
NEWS EDITOR
SHE/HER/HERS
jenna.outcalt@uconn.edu

Connecticut Attorney Gen-
eral William Tong filed for
a preliminary injunction
to block President Donald
Trump’s stop order against
offshore wind farm Revo-
lution Wind, according to
a press release from the at-

torney general’s office.
Tong filed the motion
on Wednesday, Sept. 17, in
conjunction  with  Rhode
Island  Attorney  General
Peter Neronha. Tong and

Neronha had filed the ini-
tial lawsuit to overturn the
stop work order on Sept. 4.

“In the face of an exhaus-
tive record showing that
the Project has been vet-
ted through every layer of
the federal and state regula-
tory process, and despite the
States’ and others’ deep re-
liance interests, the federal
government has arbitrarily
reversed course and issued a
Stop Work Order without ex-
planation,” the motion read.

Construction on Revolu-
tion Wind began in 2023. It
was slated to provide pow-
er to “more than 350,000
homes across Rhode Island
and Connecticut,” accord-
ing to Orsted, the compa-
ny in charge of the project.

According to the mo-
tion, Revolution Wind “is
now 80% complete and sup-
posed to provide power to
Rhode Island and Connecti-
cut consumers next year.”

Tong said getting the project
back on track would help Con-
necticut families and workers.

“Every day that Revolu-
tion Wind sits mothballed
in the ocean is another day
of unemployment, another
day of unaffordable energy
costs, and another day burn-
ing fossil fuels when clean,
affordable, American-made
energy is within our sights,”
Tong said in the press release.
“We’re asking the court to
step in right now, to recog-
nize the irreparable and im-
mediate harm we are suffer-
ing, and to stop the Trump
Administration’s impul-
sive and lawless overreach.”

The motion also referenc-
es Connecticut’s and Rhode
Island’s environmental
goals that Revolution Wind
was meant to help achieve.

“Both Rhode Island and
Connecticut have time-sen-
sitive  statutory mandates
for greenhouse gas reduc-
tions and renewable power

Wind turbines in a field. Revolution Wind was anticipated to provide power to “more than 350,000 homes across Rhode Island

and Connecticut,” according to the company in charge of the project.

that must be met,” the mo-
tion states. “Revolution Wind
represents a sizable contri-
bution to these state policy
mandates and there is no cur-
rently available alternative
that would allow each State to
meet their policy objectives.”

The Trump Administration
issued the stop work order on
Aug. 22. It said work should
halt “to allow time for it to ad-
dress concerns that have aris-
en during the review that the
Department is undertaking.”

“You may not resume activi-
ties until BOEM informs you
that BOEM has completed its
necessary review. If you fail
to comply with the terms of
this order, BOEM may take
additional corrective action as
appropriate,” the order states.

It cites a Jan. 20 memoran-
dum from the White House
withdrawing federal ocean
area from consideration for
wind power leases. The memo-
randum says it “does not apply
to leasing related to any other
purposes such as, but not lim-
ited to, oil, gas, minerals, and
environmental conservation.”

It also claims it does not af-
fect the rights of existing leas-
es in federally owned areas.

“With respect to such ex-
isting leases, the Secretary
of the Interior, in consulta-
tion with the Attorney Gen-
eral as needed, shall conduct
a comprehensive review of
the ecological, economic,
and environmental neces-
sity of terminating or amend-
ing any existing wind energy
leases, identifying any legal

bases for such removal, and
submit a report with recom-
mendations to the President,
through the Assistant to the
President for Economic Poli-
cy,” the memorandum states.

The motion to block the stop
order claims the stop order
does not identify any legal
bases to halt construction,
but instead only references
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“concerns” that have arisen
during the review of the lease.

“The Order does not indi-
cate what those concerns are
or explain how they justify
indefinitely halting a Proj-
ect that BOEM has already
extensively reviewed, with
the outcome of that review
being final approval in all
respects,” the motion says.
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ACROSS
1 __ second
5 Percussion
troupe since 1991
10 Prickly plants
15 Cream alternative
16 Eaglet’s home
17 Astronaut Ochoa
18 Tons
19 *Earnings for a
restaurant with a
tandoor?
21 Handles
23 Bill
24 Each
25 *Bun that’s a
really big hit?
29 Japanese artist
and peace activist
30 Fuss
31 Crocheter’s stash
33 Yearning
36 Large mammals
in matrilineal
groups
40 Paint option
43 *One who eats
the same brand
of corn flakes
every morning?
46 Ages
47 Panache
48 Wasabi
49 Heroic deed
51 Upfront stake
53 Beloved rock, e.g.
55 *Ciabatta
Chihuahua or
pumpernickel
Pomeranian?
62 Actor Idris
64  bean
65 ID on a map
66 Fueled up before
a big race, or a
description of the
answers to the
starred clues?
70 Kiwi-shaped
71 Gobbled down
72 Backsplash
installer
73 Kite flyer’s need
74 Grown efts
75 With a wink
76 Confidentiality
docs

DOWN
1 Tends (toward)
2 Pizzazz
3 Feature of a rose
garden in full
bloom
4 “Shake on it”
5__ Diego
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6 Leaves that might
be red or read
7 Chimp kin
8 Like a key that
may evoke
sadness
9 __ -Bismol
10 GM’s Mary Barra,
for one
11 Italian auto,
familiarly
12 Neckwear
suitable for a
young child
13 Western
Wyoming county
14 Insta browsing
goal, perhaps
20 Depend (on)
22 Sign of a packed
house
26 Adored celebrity
27 Benchmarks
28 Tibetan monk
32 Decreased
33 Distant
34 Wardrobe staple
35 Concoction that
might be pint-
sized
37 Tent bed
38 Vague amount
39 Like a
system that’s
revolutionary?
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41 PreCheck org. 59 Naturalist
42 GRE org. Attenborough
44 “Stat!” 60 Family, in
45 Inheritance factor Hawaiian

50 Rock’s Jethro

52 __ chi

53 Louisiana’s state
nut

54 Overjoy

56 Hilarious folks

57 Username, often

58 More than
anything

61 Gym chain that
began in Venice
Beach

63 Be next to

67 Special __

68 Fish that swims
by generating
waves

69 Not sweet
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Watch and discuss movies with the

Fi P MY PPRECTATONACIV

‘\\“\\?\'HEGIII "0[[ & W

FILM FRIDAY:
BETTER DAYS

by Pierce Colfer
ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR
HE/THEY
pierce.colfer@uconn.edu

Do you love movies? Would you
say that you maybe even appreciate
film? Then the Film Appreciation
Club might be the place for you.

The Film Appreciation Club is
“the number one destination for
cinephiles at UConn,” according
to the club’s UConntact page. The
club holds two movie screenings
a week and has a club meeting ev-
ery Friday from 5 to 6 p.m. in Rowe
320 to discuss the movies from that
week.

The club is helmed by their pres-
ident, third-semester economics
major Anderson Ventura.

Ventura says that “at its core, the
Film Appreciation Club is like a
book club, but for movies.”

“Each week we get together,
watch a movie, and then talk about
the movie before picking the film
for next week,” Ventura said. “We
also screen a bonus movie each
Sunday.”

The club’s two screenings oc-
cur on Mondays and Sundays.
The Monday screening shows
a movie that was picked collec-
tively by members of the club in
the previous week, while the Sun-
day screening shows a movie that
was picked by the club’s executive
board.

The location and times of the
weekly screenings vary. Updates
on where and when the screen-
ings are held are announced on the
clubs Instagram, @uconnfilmap-
preciation.

On Fridays, the club holds a dis-
cussion about the Monday movie,
where members have the oppor-
tunity to share their thoughts.
Whether someone loved it, hated
it or felt completely indifferent to
it, all opinions on the movie are en-
couraged to be shared.

The Friday meetings are also
where the club picks out the movie

for the following Monday screen-
ing. The club’s executive board
chooses a weekly theme, and
members pitch movies that fall into
those categories. Once all movies
have been pitched, five movies are
chosen at random, and the club
votes on which movie to watch the
following week.

According to Ventura, some
themes that are “beloved staples”
are “LGBTQ, women directors
and horror around Halloween.”

Ventura encourages anyone
to come, regardless of their film
knowledge.

“I encourage all to come to film
club,” Ventura said. “You do not
need to be a film buff at all. All you
need to be is a fan of stories, art-
work and human creativity to en-
joy it. Helps to have an open mind,
of course, as discovery is a big thing
with us, but I think there is a movie
out there for everyone.”

The first Monday screening of
the semester was held on Sept. 8,
where the club watched “Better
Days,” a 2019 romance movie cre-
ated by Hong Kong director Derek
Tsang. The movie follows a high
school girl struggling with bully-
ing and preparing for her college
entrance exams whose life changes
when she meets a homeless boy
who vows to protect her.

At the discussion for “Better
Days,” many different opinions
were aired. There was a mix of
feelings about the movie from at-
tendees, ranging from people hat-
ing the movie to people loving it.
Aspects of the movie were praised,
such as the cinematography and
the performances, but some people
disliked how convoluted the story
was.

Third-semester English major
Lily Banks was one person who
“was not really a fan of the film
overall.”

“I thought that the first half of it
was promising, but it lost me at the
second half” Banks said. “I also

thought that the movie got mixed
upin way too many plots and made
messy decisions, which made the
film drag. The lighting and camera
work was gorgeous, however.”

Banks talked about how an as-
pect of the Film Appreciation Club
that she enjoys is when people dis-
agree during the discussions.

“It’s always so interesting to hear
people’s different perspectives on
films, and their individual input,”
Banks said. “My favorite memories
from film club is when a film has
been divisive and I get to hear the
differing opinions of the members.
We're also not afraid to get a little
silly during our discussions, so it’s
always a blast.”

Third-semester English and
psychology major Juli Pickett had
more positive feelings about the
movie, describing it as “alright,”
but they also had some issues.

“[The movie’s] narrative is quite
disjointed and I think... that it was
attempting to do far too much,”
Pickett said. “‘Better Days’ largely
devolves into a hair-brained cop
drama in the last good third of
the film, but it looks frustratingly
amazing for the confused way it
goes about its subjects... I think it’s
anet positive, but it’s by no means a
masterpiece.”

Pickett first got involved with
the club during their freshman
year, when they “needed some-
thing to do outside of class besides
mess around with friends and rot.”

“It’s gotten me friends, curated a
lot of my current opinions on film
in general and been something
that gets me out of the regular rig-
marole of my actual classes,” Pick-
ett said. “Even though discussions
are often semi-academic in nature,
they can also devolve/evolve into
happy mayhem, which I really en-
joy helping to create and contribute
to.”

After the discussion, the meet-
ing turned to choosing the club’s
next movie to watch. The theme for

TODAY AT ROWE 320 (5-6)

WE WILL BE ENGAGING IN DISCUSSION ABOUT BETTER DAYS.
LOVE IT, HATE IT, GLAZE IT, BRING WHATEVER YOUR OPINION IS
AND MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD!!!

TPHEME FOR VOYE: 20008

A flyer for the UConn Film Appreciation Club’s Friday meet-

ing. At the specific meeting, they planned on speaking about
the film ‘Better Days.’
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the movie was “films released in
the 2000s.”

The five movies that were ran-
domly chosen were “Amélie”
“American Psycho,” “Miami Vice,”
“Ocean’s11” and “The Piano Teach-
er.” After “Amélie” and “Ocean’s
11” tied the vote, a re-vowte was had
which saw “Amélie” chosen as the
club’s next movie.

People’s thoughts on “Amélie”
will be shared tonight at the club’s
discussion. Club members will
also choose the movie that will be
screened on Sept. 22; the theme for
this week is “Iranian cinema.”

The Sept. 21 Sunday screening

will be “Tori and Lokita,” a French
movie that follows a young woman
and a boy as they struggle with
their move from Africa to Belgium.

“Ithink thereis alot to gain from
spending a few hours with your
friends to just engage in receiving
and talking about a story that you
guys saw,” Ventura said. “I find the
hobby to be incredibly fulfilling,
Films are so vast and so beautiful
and imbued with so much person-
ality, and I think that giving your
time to the silver screen to learn,
to be amused, to sob and to under-
stand others through art is a good
thing.”

by Ayyan Tamjeed
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
art24001@uconn.edu

Could a silly cartoon serve
as anti-colonial resistance
and community building in
19th and 20th century South
Asia? On Wednesday, Sept.
17, doctoral researcher Ash-
mita Mukherjee argued that
a satirical magazine could do
just that in another of UCo-
nn Humanities Institute’s
(UCHI) Fellow’s Talk.

Mukherjee is a doctoral re-
searcher in Comparative Lit-
erature at UConn. She also
hosts the ‘Anti-Library’ pod-
cast with her partner on You-
Tube. The podcast is about
texts that aren’t well-known
— it’s not her avenue to smack
talk libraries. Mukherjee
presented her dissertation on
the day of the Fellow’s Talk,
titled “Textual Pleasures:
Amusement and Affect in
Post/Colonial India (1850-
1950).”

Afterwards,

HUMANITIES NS,

Peter Con-

UCHI Fellow’s Talk:
How to be Funny and Incite Anti Colonial
Sentiment at the Same Time

stantine would provide a re-
sponse to Mukerjee’s talk.
Constantine is the Director of
the Literary Translation Pro-
gram at UConn. His trans-
lations, including works by
Tolstoy, Gogol, and Voltaire,
have been published by Ran-
dom House.

Mukherjee first introduced
some key concepts for her
talk. She told us she was us-
ing Affect and Rasa theory to
describe the emotional effect
texts and art can have on in-
dividuals and the group.

This talk also went into
how literary humor can be
used as a tool for fostering
a community space and for
criticizing colonialism. She
said the main impact these
texts had was creating “light-
hearted pleasure” when one
read them. These texts were
created to make their reader
laugh, if for just a fleeting
moment.

Next, Mukherjee went into
the key theories driving her
argument. The first was that

emotion was more than just
an individual feeling, as it can
be experienced by a group
and one’s emotions can be
culturally political. The other
was Rasa theory, an Indian
classical performance theory
that sought to record how
texts affected South Asians
on a physiological level.

Mukherjee introduced dif-
ferent types of texts and how
they could have impacted
their audiences. Firstly, there
were editorial satires in Ben-
gali and Hindi, whose maga-
zine covers would include the
jester Vidushaka of Hindu
mythology scheming some-
thing up. Mukherjee argued
that these satires and Vidu-
shaka were vehicles for au-
thors to critique British im-
perialism, highlighted by the
anonymity of the writers who
did so.

Science fiction was another
avenue for writers to combat
Western ideals. These texts
would critique Western ideas
of science or try to relate it

Ashmita Mukherjee presenting at a UCHI Fellow’s Talk. The event was held on Sept. 17 where
Mukherijee discussed how emotion and satire affects different audiences.
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in a way that’s approachable
for a South Asian audience.
The concept of play is a re-
curring trope in this kind of
literature, which helped cre-
ate a sense of wonder for the
reader, or “Adbhuta rasa,” ac-
cording to Mukherjee.

Thirdly, you have the world
of pedagogy and children’s
literature.  Writers  used
funny stories and rhymes
to counter the effects of the
British curriculum on South
Asian schoolchildren. Along
with instilling ideas of pride
and imperial resistance in
8-year-olds, these texts cre-
ated a sense of joy in these
children, or “Balya rasa.”

Lastly, Mukherjee delved
into the use of satirical
sketches and humorous es-
says. These ranged from
pleasant essays to biting so-
cial observations — mostly on
topical concerns — created to
polarize its readers. Mukher-
jee described these satires as
“imperfect but informative.”
Despite parallels with West-
ern forms of satire, this genre
eventually created its own
national identity.

Mukherjee concluded her
talk by summarizing how
amusement affects a popula-
tion, arguing that it’s a force
for dissent and community
building that can be found
across many cultures and
historical periods. She hopes
to study this idea in other
mediums such as dance, art
and sports to see how people
derive amusement from each
medium.

Peter Constantine provided
a short response to Mukher-
jee’s talk before beginning
a Q&A session. He talked
about his and Mukherjee’s
prolific translation efforts of
Indian languages. Constan-
tine also shared a witty quote
by Mukherjee about India’s
strenuous relationship with

the English language. Quot-
ing Mukherjee, he said If all
the Indian languages had to
sit down with English, they
would say ‘we have to talk.”

During the Q&A session,
one person asked Mukher-
jee who the general audience
is for these texts. Mukher-
jee answered by citing three
different groups who’d be
amused by these texts. There
would be Anglo-Indians, sa-
tirically called ‘babu’ by Brits
and Indians alike during co-
lonial India. People who were
literate in different languag-
es, such as one who is fluent
in Bengali but not Hindi, and
the working class, as some of
these text were cheaply print-
ed, copied and handed out on
the road.

Another person asked why
the British Colonialists cen-
sored so much texts. Was it
because they couldn’t get the
joke? Even if they did, would
the humor of the original
text be lost through trans-
lation? Mukherjee argued
that it’s difficult to translate
jokes across language barri-
ers. Jokes may be language
specific or only relevant to a
group of people. Patrick Le
Febvre is a first-semester stu-
dent double majoring in hu-
man rights and political sci-
ence, with a minor in history.
He was drawn to this event
because of his experience
with Indian culture, saying
“I'm immersed in the [Indi-
an] culture, and I really care
about learning more about it
and becoming more engulfed
with it.”

“It was a really interesting
approach to resistance and
history, it’s very eye opening
to approach oppression in the
form of community build-
ing through the use of humor
and how humor can project
a group forward to overcome
that oppression,” he said.
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E MODERN MONSTER:

The Last Mothers and
Daughters Left on Earth

Throughout the history of
slashers and monster movies, one
prominent horror trope has stood
above the rest as the most famous
and most prominent in all of hor-
ror media: the blood-splattered,
machete-wielding final girl.

Hello, and welcome back to
The Modern Monster, a biweekly
column focused on the scariest
ideas in both fiction and fact. For
today’s Freaky Friday, we’re look-
ing at one of horror’s best-known
tropes.

The role of the final girl is sim-
ple: she survives the story. Final

“Final girls are
prevalent in all
sorts of stories,
but specifically
in horror movies
that feature large
amounts of violence.
If people aren’t
dying throughout
the film, we can’t
have a final girl.”

girls are prevalent in all sorts of
stories, but specifically in horror
movies that feature large amounts
of violence. If people aren’t dying
throughout the film, we can’t have
afinal girl.

As the trope went on and solidi-
fied in the public consciousness,
the final girl began to take on more
traits. She’s often presented as the
main character of the story, with a
moral compass that stands apart
from the rest of the characters in
the film. The characters that died
often do so at the hands of their
own character flaws, but the final
girl is too pure to fall. Typically,
the final girl is a virgin who refus-
es to drink or smoke or engage in
any other vice, which other char-
acters gravitate towards.

As horror modernized, more
power was granted to the fi-
nal girl. The heroines of 1996’s
“Scream,” Sidney Prescott and
Gale Weathers, are the ones to ul-
timately put an end to the movie’s
bloodthirsty villains, while the
male heroes are conveniently put
out of commission for the final
fight. The final girl is not only the
movie’s survivor but also its win-
ner.

As the final girl trope matured,
it became something like a joke
amongst horror movies. The
genre is well-known for its meta
commentary, and nothing is more
meta than a joke about your own
film.
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2015’s “The Final Girls” is a
refreshing take on the topic at
hand. Max Cartwright, played
by Taissa Farmiga, finds herself
and her friends trapped inside
an ‘80s horror movie that her de-
ceased mother once acted in. The
standard horror movie plot takes
a backseat to the drama unfold-
ing between Max and the movie
character Nancy, who was played
by her mother Amanda in the
1980s. Amanda / Nancy is played
by Malin Akerman.

The horror movie Max is
trapped inside in, titled “Camp
Bloodbath,” has a final girl in the
overly badass Paula, played by
Chloe Bridges. But when Paula
dies, Max is forced to take over
the role of final girl with the goal
of ensuring Nancy makes it out of
the story alive, unlike the real-life
Amanda Cartwright. Max is later
stabbed by Billy, the movie’s vil-
lain (played by Daniel Norris) and
reveals to Nancy that, in some
form or another, she is her daugh-
ter. Nancy ultimately sacrifices
herself to cement Max’s place as
the movie’s final girl.

“The Final Girls” is my all-time
favorite meta-horror film. For
many years, horror movie buffs
have spent their time analyzing a
movie’s final girl. From “Hallow-
een’s” Laurie Strode to “Alien’s”
Ellen Ripley, there must be a
woman who somehow fits the
category required to survive.

The beauty of “The Final Girls”
is that the final girl chooses her
status as the movie’s survivor.
The characters of the film are
aware of the requirements need-
ed for the film to have a final girl
and actively follow the guidelines
set to make it happen. The painful
twist at the end of the film is that,
at the end of it all, Max doesn’t
want to survive. She wants it to be
Nancy.

In the original script of “Camp
Bloodbath,” Nancy dies after los-
ing her virginity, a typical red flag
for any girls who hope to survive
a horror movie. But when Max
promises Nancy a better life out-
side the screen, Nancy does her
best to make it out.

In my mind, Nancy repre-
sents every young woman with
a dream to escape the girl she
was meant to be. Amanda Cart-
wright is long gone, but Nancy
still has hope. Max grants Nan-
cy the agency needed to dream
of a better world and frees
Nancy from the original “Camp
Bloodbath” script.

When the bloodthirsty Billy
ultimately strikes her down, it’s
Nancy’s choice. She may never
see a world outside of “Camp

Bloodbath,” but she still made her
mark as a hero in her own right,
breaking free of the script she was
placed into.

I think it’s safe to say that many
young girls and women feel a con-
nection to the idea of a female com-
munity. We tend to gravitate to-
wards established friend groups
with close connections to the girls
around us. It’s common for young
girls to experience deeper friend-
ships in smaller groups, whereas
boys often find themselves more
comfortable in larger groups with
less emotional closeness.

As my mother’s daughter, I
find it easy to look at her and feel
a strange sense of similarity and
emotional connection that’s dif-
ficult to find with other family
members. Strangely enough, my
mother and I have fewer com-
mon interests than I do with my
father, but there’s something
unique about a mother-daughter
relationship. I feel the same with
my stepmother — there’s a special
connection that feels stronger and
more complex than others.

Looking at my mother and my
stepmother, I've always felt like
a reflection to their worlds. We
live in a strange time to be a wom-
an, but it’s always been strange
throughout history. Different as
we may be, no one else can un-
derstand a mother the way their
daughter can. I walk my path the
way my mothers did and I do so
with their experiences in mind. I
see them in both my anxieties and
my dreams.

“The Final Girls” is touching in
a way that seems indescribable.
Max views Nancy as a version

“Typically, the
final girl is a virgin
who refuses to
drink or smoke or
engage in any other
vice, which other
characters gravitate
towards.”

of her mother where the world
couldn’t hurt her. Nancy views
Max as a future she could strive
for, but Max’s world is so different
that Nancy could never step foot
inside. Nancy may not be Max’s
mother, but Amanda Cartwright
in the 1980s could never be Max’s
mother — she’s just a girl.

There’s an undefinable world
in a mother-daughter relation-
ship, but “The Final Girls” finds a
way to show off what many girls
could only ever dream of: to see
their mom as a girl like them.

80’'s SLASHER FILM
FINAL GIRLS 1S

TFULLY DEVILISH"”

Movie poster for “The Final Girls,” released in 2015. The film
stars Taissa Farmiga and Malin Akerman.

PHOTO COURTESY OF @JACKIEHELLVILLE ON INSTAGRAM

by Samantha Brody
ASSOCIATE LIFE EDITOR
SHE/HER/HERS
sab23059@uconn.edu
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DID YOU GO TO
DRIVING SCHOOL?

WHY DIDN'T YOU

TAKE THE LEFT?
IT WAS A

GREEN LIGHT!

1 WAS INSTRUCTED
TO ONLY TURN
ON GREEN ARROWS...

' J 1S THAT WHAT
y AN UNPROTECTED
LEFT TURN 1877

AND THE
UNPROTECTED | —
CLEFTTURN? /| —

BECAUSE I WAS \

GOING UNDER THE SPEED LIMIT |

1 THOUGHT YOU HAD TO END UP
IN THE SLOW LANE...

NEVER WENT
OVER THAT

IN OUR
DRIVING COURSE...

FAIL x35INA25

X DIDN'T TURN INTO LEFT LANE
WHILE TURNING LEFT

X "WAITED FOR ARROW" (TOO
HESITANT, DIDN'T TURN EVEN
WHEN INTERSECTION WAS CLEAR)
KEEP PRACTICING, KID!

(PLEASE GO TO A DRIVING SCHOOL,

NOT THE INSTRUCTOR YOU WENT BACK TO.
FIRE HIM IMMEDIATELY.)

DION'T DO
100 100
BADN.

50% OF PEOPLE
FAIL THE FIRST TIME
ANYWAYS..

COMIC BY SETH WALLEN, CONTRIBUTING ARTIST

‘\\\\\\\ \\\\\\

the oguaxrinw nevel' quwses.

COMIC BY GOSETTE ELLIS, CONTRIBUTING ARTIST
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If there’s one thing that
brings University of Connecti-
cut students together, it’s our
basic, instinctual hatred for
this university’s parking ser-
vices. And rightfully so, con-
sidering the already exorbitant
prices people pay to go here and
decreasing quality of our aca-
demics and resources available
to us. Yet, as always with how
this university responds to its
students’ anger, it has decided
to tackle this problem in pos-
sibly the worst way available to
them. On July 31, UConn Park-
ing Services implemented Pay-
Lock’s SmartBoot technology
to enforce parking tickets, ac-
cording to The Daily Campus,
furthering punitive measures
to try and dissuade people from
parking illegally. Yet, the deci-
sion to start booting cars will
only harm more students, fail
to solve the problem of parking
scarcity and only gets us further
away from implementing actual
solutions to a better and more
navigable campus for all.

This should be fairly obvious
to most students reading this,
but there are two main reasons
why students park illegally on
campus. First is because there
are no available spots in their
assigned lot. The second reason
people park illegally is because
all the available spots are in lots
on the very edge of campus. K
lot, W lot, A lot and C lot can all
be a 20-minute walk from the
dorms, depending on where you
live. Especially at night, between
classes or in the horrible weath-

er this campus gets, it should be
fairly easy to understand why
these are unappealing options
to students given that there are
often many open, albeit illegal
spots closer to campus.

Now, the most positive solu-
tion to this issue would be one
that creates more open, legal
spots or makes the places with
the open, legal spots more ap-
pealing. As far as booting cars
goes, it accomplishes neither of

who have over $200 in unpaid
tickets, which I can only imagine
does not apply to the vast major-
ity of people parked illegally on a
daily basis. This majority, who I
expect would, begrudgingly, pay
them as they come in, are not be-
ing impacted by boots. This rais-
es further questions about who
is most harmed by this tactic.
This is to say, people who can-
not afford the tickets are most
harmed, eventually losing access

scholarship fund, it seems diffi-
cult to figure out the logic of tak-
ing money from students to give
to other students (especially if, as
stated earlier those students are
already poor). At that point, why
not cut out the middleman? Take
the money straight from their
scholarship and just keep pass-
ing it around until it eventually
reaches the pure of heart student
who will under no circumstance
park illegally. They are truly the

Car boots are not the
solution to UConn’s

parking nightmare

by Tomas Hinckley | oPINION EDITOR | HE/HIM/HIS | tomas.hinckley@uconn.edu

these goals. To begin, a boot quite
literally just keeps a car in its
current place for longer, not real-
ly helping open up spots for oth-
ers. If the person cannot imme-
diately pay the amount of money
owed to get the boot removed,
this just becomes a drag on the
space and worsens the issue of
availability. As far as its effect as
a deterrent, it again fails to actu-
ally solve the issue. The boots
only go into place for those cars

to their transportation entirely if
they cannot pay the fees.

So, what do boots achieve for
the university? The boots create
more fundraising from UConn’s
poorest sector. UConn Parking
Services rakes in around $1 mil-
lion dollars ayear from doling out
tickets. While Parking Services
does make the point that leftover
money acquired from tickets, af-
ter covering the costs of running
the department, goes to UConn’s

most deserving.

Instead of buying boots, our
university must invest more
in real solutions that solve the
parking availability issue. The
people parking illegally are over-
whelmingly students, so why not
increase the number of student
spots? This would not even re-
quire building more car parks,
but rather just converting some
staff spots into resident or com-
muter spots. Anyone who just

walks through campus can see
so many spots open in the park-
ing garages and staff-only lots.
The professor who lives in New
York City and comes to campus
once a week for five hours does
not need a dedicated full-time
parking spot in the center of
campus; let it be used by the stu-
dents who live here.

As for making existing parking
options more appealing, improv-
ing accessto far away lots through
better public transport would do
wonders for this campus. If peo-
ple believed they could still get to
campus quickly and easily, even
when they’re parked way out in K
lot, then they would be more will-
ing to park in that lot. Although
this solution seems unlikely to
be implemented anytime soon
given UConn’s recent defunding
of buses, it would be incredibly
valuable to increasing ease of ac-
cess to different parts of campus.
If this were connected with better
service to certain points of inter-
est off-campus, then this would
also help decrease the need for
students to have their cars here in
the first place.

Ultimately, this is all just a
matter of money. The solution
to parking issues on campus is
not going to come easy, cheap
or soon, but at the very least we
should start working towards
measures that will solve the is-
sue and benefit the community.
It is exceptionally clear that
putting boots on cars is not that
solution, and there are far bet-
ter ways that our money ought
to be spent instead.

Aslong as there has been mutu-
al human socialization, there has
been empathy: the ability to see
and feel things from others’ per-
spectives. Without empathy, there
would be no reason to take care of
the youth and ensure their surviv-
al by providing, tending and es-
pecially now, advocating. Critical
thinking ties into empathetic ap-
proaches to processing the world,
but both have been under attack
by people who hate and fear posi-
tive change in society. Opponents
of empathy as a general practice
for other human beings fearmon-
ger about and attack those who
don’t comply with their standards
instead of accepting people how
they are and working with them.
As the right wing gets more and
more polarized, they fall into the
errors of bigoted unempathetic
mindsets in even more overt ways
than they previously did. We can’t
let them take away our humanity.

Empathy is in natural opposi-

tion to concepts such as fascism.
It’s a given, understanding fas-
cism as an exclusionary ideology,
that it offers no place for true uni-
versal empathy nor open-minded-
ness. Fascism narrows your per-
spective to only your own country
as supreme over all the others.

Furthermore, the practices of
capitalism and imperialism incen-
tivize an individual approach to
life. At their core, these practices
punish you for not being efficient
and reward you for letting yourself
get absorbed into the status quo.
Empathy transcends everything,
including socioeconomic struc-
ture, but the value of money serves
to distract people from practicing
something as “purposeless” and
“inefficient” as empathy.

But what would the world look
like if no one practiced universal
empathy anymore?

Empathetic actions manifest
themselves in so many ways both
big and small. Holding the door

Two people sup-
porting each
other and dis-
playing empathy.
Empathy is the
ability to see and
feel things from
others’ perspec-
tives.

PHOTO COURTESY OF
PEXELS

open for someone is empathetic.
Telling someone “bless you” is em-
pathetic. Making someone dinner
to feel more comfortable, welcomed
and validated is empathetic.

Empathy can also support mar-
ginalized and oppressed commu-
nities, offering understanding for
people who may not have the same
experiences as they do. Without
empathy, people would be tar-
geted for simply being themselves.
“Tolerance” and “acceptance”
would become myths.

A world without empathy
would be one of chaos, vitriol and
misery for absolutely everyone. It
would be devoid of cooperation
and progressive development. It
would create a society full of apa-
thetic bystanders and selfish gain
in a dog-eat-dog world. Crime
would run rampant, as it boils
down to the dystopian concept of
natural selection where only the
strong will survive. For an ide-
ology tough on crime, the right

The war on
empathy is
dystopian and

by Bonnibel Lilith Rampertab

CONTRIBUTOR | SHE/HER/HERS

doesn’t realize they’re enabling
more crime to happen by dog-
matically attacking empathy as
the new monster of the week. No
one truly wins in a world without
empathy, and if there are those
who think they would, they’re
sadly misguided.

Everything is inherently politi-
cal in nature, whether you want to
swallow that pill or not. Empathy
is, at its core, a radical and pro-
gressive force that aims to help
people and relieve them of stress,
burden and pain. It’s an important
teaching tool for youth and has
been shown to promote learning.

Education, especially concern-
ing the humanities, points out
injustices in history and culture
that the right wing calls “woke”
as a way to dismiss the facts. They
would rather sugarcoat and lie
to their base about reality while
fraudulently and malevolently re-
writing history.

Education is necessary to

| lilith.rampertab@uconn.edu

prevent such falsehoods from
taking hold. If you have a func-
tioning brain, you know how to
think and feel. You cannot reject
your existence as a lifeform with
thoughts and feelings.

When the right wing rejects the
concept of empathy, they reject the
actual messaging of Jesus Christ,
of whom many within that politi-
cal identity claim to be devout fol-
lowers. Jesus believed in altruistic
empathy and died on the cross to
absolve humanity of their sins. No
one opposing empathy would do
such a thing for someone else.

True learning should radical-
ize the learner on the side of jus-
tice, critical thinking and empa-
thy. To eliminate empathy would
be to eliminate all forms of social
progress. The right wing may
forget that they’re talking about
real people with the rhetoric they
push, but those with empathy
have not forgotten how important
it is for everyone.
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The University of Connecticut Student Union Board of Governors hosts their involvement fair outside on Sept. 18, 2025. Students were able to meet the committees

alongside getting free food and merchandise.
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We need to reassess
the fertility industry

by Sophie Shugrue
CONTRIBUTOR | SHE/HER/HERS | hdc24004@uconn.edu

The news outlet Wired posted
an article on Wednesday, Sept.
3, titled “The Baby Died. Whose
Fault Is It?”, detailing the relation-
ship between Cindy Bi, a venture
capitalist based in California, and
her surrogate, who she is suing.
Why? Because Bi’s surrogate gave
birth to a stillborn baby, and Bi
thinks she did it intentionally. Bi
even told Emi Nietfeld, the jour-
nalist behind the article, “I hope
she goes tojail.”

There are several factors that
can result in a stillborn baby, and
things like genetic abnormalities
and placental problems may re-
sult in a stillbirth. However, up
to 50% of the time, the cause of a
stillbirth is completely unknown,
according to Mount Sinai. In the
case of Bi’s surrogate, who chose
to use the pseudonym Rebecca
Smith, the stillbirth resulted
from the placenta separating
from Smith’s uterine wall, de-
priving the baby of oxygen.

Nietfeld was as objective as
any journalist can possibly be in
a situation like this, interviewing
both Bi and Smith, who was dis-
traught at the death of the baby.
Even so, there are facets of the
story Bi told that just do not add
up. If the stillbirth was a result of
placental disruption, something
that is completely dictated by the
genetics of the fetus, why did Bi al-
most immediately place the blame
for her baby’s death on Smith?
Why did she request Smith’s pri-
vate medical information? Why
did she thereafter hire psychics
who convinced her that Smith
had somehow turned against her
baby? Why is she even pursuing
litigation against her?

That is the issue with surro-
gacy and the fertility industry as
awhole. When people like Bi treat
surrogacy as a business transac-
tion and babies like commodities,
they forget that there is an actual
person growing the baby inside
her body. The result is a power im-
balance so extreme that it proves
detrimental to the body and mind
of the surrogate. Surrogacy and
the fertility industry commodify
women’s bodies to the point of
dehumanization and there is no
point in pretending that the indus-
try is ethical anymore.

Despite the problems with the
fertility industry, many still be-
lieve in its practices. According to
astudy conducted by the Williams
Institute at UCLA School of Law,
61% of married same-sex couples
under the age of 50 surveyed
viewed “biological pathways to
parenthood, such asinsemination,
surrogacy, and in vitro fertiliza-
tion, as ideal compared to non-bio-
logical options like adoption.” Kim
Kardashian has used surrogacy to
have her two most recent children

because she experienced placenta
accreta in her own pregnancies.
If surrogacy is an ideal pathway
for same-sex couples to start their
own families and for women ex-
periencing unhealthy pregnancies
to have biological children, how
could it possibly be unethical?

But there is a hidden side to
surrogacy. The fertility industry
is worth billions of dollars and
women who work for surrogacy
industries are often increasingly
desperate for money, selling off
their bodies for nine months,
while those who hire them tend
to be wealthy. What it culmi-
nates in is an unbalanced power
dynamic, with those who hire
surrogates able to hold anything
and everything over the women
they hire knowing they are des-
perate for money.

Surrogacy can result in infertil-
ity or even death for surrogates,
and those who hire them do not
care as long as they receive a per-
fect baby. In fact, at the same time
as Bi hired Smith to carry her son,
she hired another surrogate to car-
ryadaughter. This pregnancy was
extremely unhealthy and resulted
in an emergency hysterectomy.
When asked how her second ex-
perience with surrogacy turned
out, however, Bi described it as
“perfect”. But it was only perfect
because in the end, her daughter
did not die. There is a complete dis-
regard for the health and safety of
the women who must go through
the emotional and physical labor
to bring the child into the world. In
that sense, surrogates are essen-
tially walking, talking incubators.

Additionally, the lines be-
tween commercial gestation and
human trafficking are extremely
blurred. Any other sale of chil-
dren is regarded as human traf-
ficking, but for whatever reason,
paying a woman to carry a baby
and then hand it over is not per-
ceived as trafficking.

When did the lines blur and
change? When did we start re-
garding women as potential car-
riers instead of actual human be-
ings? The fertility industry in the
United States either needs a seri-
ousoverhaul orneedstobebanned
altogether. Countries like France,
Germany, Italy, Spain, Portugal
and Bulgaria have all banned sur-
rogacy, mostly to prevent exploita-
tion and protect dignity. Because
of the legal action that Bi is taking
against Smith, Smith is forced to
shoulder both the legal fees and
her medical bills, all while dealing
with the emotional turmoil that
comes with going through a still-
birth. The United States needs to
take action to ban surrogacy or at
least give surrogates further pro-
tections to prevent a situation like
Smith’s from occurring again.

Charlie Kirk speaking with attendees during the Culture War tour at the Ohio Union at Ohio State
University in Columbus, Ohio. PHOTO COURTESY OF GAGE SKIDMORE ON FLICKR

Gun Violence: What will it
take for this cycle to end?

by Miranda Nogueda
CONTRIBUTOR

SHE/HER/HERS
hrw24005@uconn.edu

Charlie Kirk was murdered
this past Wednesday, Sept. 10. He
was a right-wing activist who at-
tended and hosted right-wing ral-
lies around the country and hosted
a daily podcast in which he talked
about his political views and opin-
ions. While having a discussion
about transgender mass shooters,
he was shot in the neck at Utah
Valley University. It is difficult to
speak on the death of another hu-
man being, but we can speak, dis-
cuss and act upon what keeps driv-
ing these events to happen.

What really is the
cost of being able
to defend ourselves
when kids can’t

be guaranteed to
be safe at school,
families can’t sleep
tranquilly in their
own homes and
people aren’t able
to speak their mind?

As more news of gun violence
arises and society continues to
be hyperactive on social media, it
is inevitable, natural even, to de-
velop an opinion on the topic. Yet
we develop opinions on the event
and the people surrounding it. We
fixate on the minor details that
lead up to more myths, when our
focus should really be centered on
the norms and policies that fac-
tored into the death of Kirk. This
enables gun violence to be a recur-

ring event. Let us ask the question:
whose death will it take for it to fi-
nally be enough?

What really is the cost of be-
ing able to defend ourselves when
kids can’t be guaranteed to be safe
at school, families can’t sleep tran-
quilly in their own homes and peo-
ple aren’t able to speak their mind?
The same day as the assassination
of Kirk, a school shooting occurred
at Evergreen High School in Colo-
rado. Two children were injured
and the amount of trauma that
those kids will have to live with
now is something that could’ve
been completely avoided.

There is also all the unspoken
gun violence from which many
suffer every single day but doesn’t
make any headlines. In the case of
Kirk, it is a devastating fact that his
family must now live like all those
that have lost a loved one due to ho-
micide, domestic violence, school
shootings, or the simple misuse of a
firearm within reach. We continue
to prioritize owning a gun for one’s
own safety rather than thinking of
the truly greater objective of a na-
tion: the common good.

The Second Amendment was
originally made to ensure the
power of a state militia and along
with every other amendment, it
can be reinterpreted. We have a liv-
ing constitution which allows us to
continue to progress and advance
reforms in order to make a better
nation. The nature of our consti-
tution gives us the power to adapt
the understanding of our rights in
a way that fits our current context
rather than the context that existed
when the constitution was created.
Yet we continue to step backwards.

On one of those steps backwards
was the election of President Don-
ald Trump. Trump referred to Kirk
as “legendary” on a recent post on
X, formerly known as Twitter. The
leader of our nation praised a man
who thought it was worth it have

gun violence deaths if that meant
keeping the Second Amendment,
and it was our nation that elected
a president like this. Not all norms
stem from the president, surely,
and it is the people who at the end
of the day vote for all our represen-
tatives. Through elections, we cre-
ate and execute the norms we have
to follow.

The death of a
public figure
shouldn’t be what
it takes for a call
for action from all
political ideologies.

I do not agree with any of the
political views Kirk had and I
find it hard to empathize with
and mourn somebody who said
such repugnant things. I am not
celebrating his death, however,
nor discussing if he deserved it.
I feel sorry for his family justas I
would feel for any other human.
I hope this past event makes
this country wake up and real-
ize that gun violence does not
have exceptions or care about
anybody’s ideology. We as hu-
mans have the freedom to shape
entirely new social realities, ac-
cording to David Graeber and
David Wengrow. What is stop-
ping this so-called “land of the
free” from doing so? It is simply
sad to know that these are re-
current problems. Gun violence
is so frequent that it’s rarely
much of a scandal anymore. It
shouldn’t only be the death of
a public figure that causes re-
volt and concern. The death of a
public figure shouldn’t be what
it takes for a call for action from
all political ideologies.
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The Full 90: Premier League summer
overview and season predictions

by Will DelLetto
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
wjd23001@uconn.edu

Hello and welcome back to
The Full 90. This week, we
will be discussing the summer
transfer window and my pre-
dictions for the 2025-26 Pre-
mier League season.
Three best signings:

Jodo Pedro: Pedro and his
former club, Brighton & Hove
Albion, agreed on a deal with
Chelsea for a seven-year con-
tract worth approximately $82

million. The unique attacking
presence of Pedro requires de-
fenders to cover his versatil-
ity throughout the attacking
third. Having the quality to
play as a striker, on the wing
or as an attacking midfielder
are all integral parts of Pedro’s
game. While Pedro does find
success as a number nine, his
favored style of play is within
the attacking half spaces. In
this position, he can cause
danger by floating in pockets
of space in front of the back
line. This ability has trans-
lated smoothly as Pedro has
bagged five goals and three as-
sists between his arrival dur-
ing the Club World Cup and
his features in the Premier
League. His excellent form has
been praised by manager Enzo
Maresca, who has attributed
Pedro’s ability to Chelsea’s
present and future success
with breaking down defensive
low blocks, something Chelsea
has struggled with over the
last couple of seasons.

Xavi Simons: The shock-
ing transfer of the summer
saw long-time Chelsea target
Simons change his mind and
make a move to join London
rivals Tottenham Hotspur
FC. The 22-year-old Dutch at-

tacker made his move to Tot-
tenham on a $70 million move
from German club RB Leipzig.
Simons enjoys occupying half
spaces within the attack and
driving with the ball from deep
within his own half to start
decisive and ruthless attacks.
His striking ability, along with
his exceptional eye for a pass
in the final third, combine to
create a very promising and
confident young attacker.
Alexander Isak: Reigning
champions Liverpool decided
to continue their dominance
following their impressive
2024-2025 season with one of
the strongest transfer win-
dows in Premier League his-
tory. They were able to export
dead weight within their squad
while also signing world-class
replacements for positions
they needed to improve. The
most impactful is sure to be
Isak, the Swedish striker who
was acquired from Newcastle
by Liverpool for a record Brit-
ish transfer fee of $170 million.
The now- Liverpool forward
scored 23 goals and provided
six assists in 34 appearances
last season. Isak was the sec-
ond-highest goal scorer in the
Premier League last season,
with the only player outscor-

Joao Pedro, a professional soccer player, walking on a soccer pitch. Pedro has over 2 million fol-

lowers on Instagram.
CREDIT: @JOAOPEDRO.OFICIAL ON INSTAGRAM

ing him being his now-team-
mate, Mohamed Salah. Isak’s
dynamic ability to carry the
ball from wide positions, com-
bined with his tendency to spin
off center backs, creates quite a
handful for defenders around
the league. Isak’s sight for the
goal and ball striking ability
create a threat from within the
box and from distance, which
heavily contributes to his stel-
lar goal tallies over recent sea-
sons. This lethal combination
of skills bodes well for Liver-
pool, as it seems likely to be the
best signing of the summer.
Champions - Liverpool
seems the most likely to raise
the Premier League trophy
this year. Based on the im-
mense success it achieved last
year under new manager Arne
Slot, coupled with one of the
best transfer windows of all
time, it seems the team will
see tremendous success in this
campaign. A well-rounded
squad with efficient depth and
maturity is more reason the
reigning champions seem the
most likely to be at the peak of
the mountain come May.
Golden Glove (Alisson Beck-
er) - When predicting the
Golden Glove, I like to predict
it based on the defense in front
of the goalkeeper. Last year,
David Raya won the award,
and much of this can be attrib-

uted to his defense and how
well they protected him. For
this reason, I believe Becker
will be awarded the Golden
Glove. Not only is he an amaz-
ing shot stopper and massive
presence within the goal, but
he is also protected by one of
the Premier League’s best cen-
ter back pairings, Virgil Van
Dijk and Ibrahima Konaté.
The strong spine of this de-
fense, combined with Becker’s
brilliant goalkeeping skills,
all point to him receiving the
Golden Glove.

Golden Boot (Erling Haa-
land) - The Norwegian marks-
man is now in his fourth sea-
son with Manchester City, and
he shows no signs of slowing
down. Haaland has already
won this trophy twice in the
last three years and is looking
to continue his goal-scoring
prowess. In both years he won
the award, he scored 25+ goals
during the league campaign.
Haaland has always been
able to score goals; however,
in recent campaigns he has
struggled to keep full fitness
throughout the season. When
Haaland misses game time like
this, it causes his goal tally to
deplete heavily. If he can stay
healthy, expect the Norwegian
striker to lead Manchester
City’s line with plenty of goals
to boot.

Men’s Soccer: Huskies march

to

Ohio to take on 10 Akron

by Jake Loomis
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
Jloomis415@uconn.edu

The UConn men’s soccer
team has its biggest match-
up of the season on Friday,
Sept. 19, as they travel to Ak-
ron, Ohio, to battle the No.
10-ranked Akron Zips. The
Zips enter the battle with the
Huskies with a record of 5-1-
1, boasting a big win over #16
Ohio State 2-0 on the road.
They also forced a draw ver-
sus No. 8 West Virginia.

The Huskies will look to
stay perfect on the year, as

they will try and grab a big
upset win. Their record sits
at 5-0-3, with a notable draw
to the UMass Minutemen. The
Huskies have been scoring
efficiently, as they have aver-
aged just under 2 goals per
game. However, they might
need to get that number up
in order to beat Akron. Nev-
ertheless, UConn has really
looked great on defense this
year as they hold opponents
to half a goal per game and a
big part of that is goalkeeper
Kyle Durham. The redshirt
freshman has 35 saves so far
this season with a .897 save

percentage to keep opponents
at bay. Coach Chris Gbandi
will also lean on Alex Tupay
and Johan Hamel, along with
Durham to give him a full 90

“...there is a chance
that they (the
Huskies) could be
considered for a top-
25 spot as they get
into Big East league

play.”

minutes of playing time in a
pivotal primetime game.
Akron will look to lean on
its high-powered offense that
has gotten hot as of late. The
team is led by Jack Roman
and Stefan Dobrijevic, who
both have tallied seven points
during the season so far. Do-
brijevic also leads the team
in assists at three. The Zips’
goalie is also worth mention-
ing, as Mitch Budler has only
let up one goal this season.
Budler will surely be a hard
challenge for the Huskies’ of-
fense, thoug, Balthazar Saun-
ders and Austin Brummett

will surely give him a test as
they lead UConn in shots on
goal and points.

Another big factor in this
game will be the team that
scores first, as both goalies
are great. If UConn is able to
get off to a great start, they
will have a very good chance
to win this one on the road.

If the Huskies can pull off
the upset against the Zips,
there is a chance that they
could be considered for a top-
25 spot as they get into Big East
league play. The game kicks off
at 7 p.m. on the road under the
lights in Akron, Ohio.

[l

The UConn men’s soccer team faces off against the Harvard Crimson on Sept. 13, 2025. The game ended in a 1-1 draw at Morrone Stadium in Storrs, Conn.
PHOTO BY EMMA MEIDINGER, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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The UConn men’s soccer team faces off against the Harvard Crimson on Sept. 13, 2025. The game ended in a 1-1 draw at Morrone Stadium in Storrs, Conn.
PHOTO BY EMMA MEIDINGER, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY GAMPUS

Men’s Golf: The Huskies prepare for first their appearance at The Goat

by Matt Dimech
STAFF WRITER
HE/HIM/HIS
rwq24001@uconn.edu

The UConn men’s golf team
looks to take the horns in
Annapolis, Md., this week-
end during The Goat at the
Naval Academy Golf Club.

Named for their mascot
Billy the Goat, this will be
the Naval Academy’s second
year hosting the tournament.
It will also mark the Huskies
first appearance in the event.
The field expanded from 15
teams to 16 this year.

In the inaugural tourna-
ment, the University of the
Pacific took home the win

with a nine-stroke lead over
the field. Pacific will not
be in the field for the event
this year; they will compete
this weekend at The Tindal
hosted by the University of
Washington.

Maryland-Loyola returns
to the event after finishing
in second place at last year’s
tournament. Loyola posted a
team 283 in the final round
of the weekend to leap over
Columbia University in the
standings.

Loyola fourth-year Gus-
tavo Rangel, who was the
tournament’s individual
winner as a junior last sea-
son, will make his return to

Annapolis this weekend. His
68 (-3) in the opening round
and 69 (-2) in the third helped
secure him a -3 finish for the
tournament.

UConn enters the weekend
coming off a fourth-place fin-
ish at The Metropolis Invita-
tional on Tuesday, Sept. 9, ty-
ing with host Columbia. This
was the Huskies best season
opener finish since 2021.

Third-year Bradley Sawka
led the way for the Huskies
with his career-best indi-
vidual finish, coming in fifth
place overall. Sawka stood
out with consistency through
the weekend, not turning in
a card over a 72 (+2).

As a sophomore last year,
Sawka was one of three golf-
ers to appear in 11 events for
UConn. He made both a top
10 and top 20 finish on the
season.

Fourth-year Connor Goode
will look to build off his suc-
cess at the Metropolis as he
tallied another top 20 finish
to his résumé, placing No. 17
overall in the event.

In last year’s event, Navy
finished in fifth place at
their home course. Fourth-
year Jack Tarzy finished in
second place individually as
a junior, his career-best tour-
nament finish.

Tarzy closed the tourna-

ment with a 67 (-5) to climb 17
rungs up the standings lad-
der on the final day of com-
petition. His 211 (-2) score
through the weekend was
the lowest tournament score
of his career.

The tournament hosts have
gotten off to a slow start this
season, finishing in 13th
place at the Folds of Honor
Collegiate on Wednesday,
Sept. 10. Tarzy shot an 81
(+10) on his third and final
round to drop to 66th place
overall.

The two-day 54-hole tour-
nament will tee off on Satur-
day, with an 8:30 a.m. shot-
gun start.

Field Hockey: Huskies on the road to open Big
East slate and face Ivy contender

by Amita Akshinthala
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
SHE/HER/HERS
Ghg24003@uconn.edu

The UConn field hockey
team is set to face their first
Big East opponent of this sea-
son, Villanova, as well as a
showdown with Princeton,
an Ivy League powerhouse.
UConn enters the matchups
ranked No. 6 and looks to
bounce back after a stretch of
losses to No. 14 Rutgers and
No. 8 Harvard during their
weekend homestand.

The contest against the Vil-
lanova Wildcats marks more
than just another game on the
schedule; it’s the Huskies’ first
chance to measure themselves
against another Big East con-
tender, a test that could set the
tone for the rest of their con-
ference run. While the Wild-

cats have shown they can keep
games close even against the
league’s champions, UConn
will aim to reassert them-
selves as a conference front-
runner, leaning on their 5-0
win in last season’s meeting as
proof of their potential. After
the Big East face-off, the Hus-
kies will finish their week-
end with a game against No. 9
Princeton, looking to build off
their 3-1 win from last season.
A strong performance against
this traditionally competitive
team could establish a solid
foundation and momen-
tum heading into the re-
mainder of the season.
For UConn, se-
nior forward Julia
Bressler continues
to be a reliable
spark on the attack
and will be key in

jumpstarting the offense after
last weekend’s scor-
ing struggles. Mid-
fielder Sol Simone
has been a steady
bridge, contrib-
uting both offen-
sively and defen-
sively. Last
week-
end,
the

se-

N

nior notched a goal and an as-
sist against Rutgers. In goal,
Natalie McKenna anchored
the defense, highlighted
by an early first-quarter
save and three crucial
penalty stops in the
third quarter against
Harvard, a perfor-
mance that kept the
Huskies within strik-
ing distance despite the
losses.
On the other side, Villanova
will turn to graduate student
Ava Borkowski, who secured
two goals in their home open-
er against Maryland and add-
ed another against Fairfield
to apply pressure early. Their
defensive line, anchored by
freshman goalkeeper Sophie
Volkel, has demonstrated the
ability to keep margins tight.
With Volkel recording seven

saves in their match against
Hofstra, the goalkeeper can
help control the pace of the
game.

To cap the weekend, the
Huskies will square off
against Princeton, who fin-
ished strong in overtime
against Rutgers. The Tigers
will look to senior midfielder
Beth Yeager and junior Ella
Charman to drive their of-
fense, building on their game-
winning performance in last
week’s victory. With their
standings at 2-2, Princeton
has proven they can contend
with top opponents, posing a
challenge to the 2-3 Huskies.

With the two resilient teams
bringing strengths of their
own, it will be up to head
coach Paul Caddy to position
the Huskies to take control of
these matches.

UConn field hockey plays Rutgers at home in Storrs, Conn. on Sept. 12, 2025. The Huskies ultimately fall in overtime with a final score of 3-2.
PHOTO BY SYDNEY GHANDLER, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Women’s Soccer: Huskies look to
begin Big East play against St. John’s

by Colette Doyle
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
SHE/HER/HERS
Crd23003@uconn.edu

The UConn women’s soccer
team will host St. John’s for a
home showdown on Saturday,
Sept. 20. This matchup will be
the first in-conference game
this season.

This past weekend, the
Huskies hosted the Maine
Black Bears. UConn came
away victorious 3-1, adding
a win to their overall 4-2-1
record. The win was truly a
team affair, using a season
high of 20 players. The nine
subs played for 20 minutes
or longer, emphasizing the
complete dominance of the
team. The program was able
to extend a scoreless streak to
400 minutes and 51 seconds,
which was broken in the 61st
minute of the game. The team
also reached a season-high of
three goals in clinching their
third consecutive win.

The Huskies’ recent games
captured the fierceness of key
players and the strength of
the program as a whole. Se-
nior forward Chioma Okafor
is a stand-out offensive play-
er for the program. Okafor
was a crucial component to
the Huskies’ past three wins.
Against Yale, Okafor took a
team-best five shots with two

of them on goal, making her
a formidable opponent for
the Bulldogs. Okafor contin-
ued her dominance against
Rhode Island, scoring a goal
in the first half of the game.
This goal was then followed
by senior midfielder Abbey
Merchant, making this the
team’s first multi-goal game
of the season. Okafor contin-
ued to play fiercely against
Maine, scoring on goal as-
sisted by junior midfielder
Anaya Johnson. Johnson and
Okafor often pair up to form a
powerful offense; they linked
up against the Bulldogs with
Johnson aiding in many of
Okafor’s shots. Johnson ul-
timately got the win for the
Huskies with a perfect shot
into the side of goal at the 48th
minute. Defensively, fresh-
man goalie Ava Yamas has
been a standout the past three
games. Yamas delivered two
straight shutouts against Yale
and Rhode Island, including a
penalty stop against the Bull-
dogs.

The St. John’s Red Storm,
also known as the Thunder-
birds, are coming off a score-
less game against Boston Col-
lege. Previously, they had a
loss against Monmouth and a
draw against Fairleigh Dick-
inson. The Thunderbirds
have a strong defense and of-

fense, making them a tough
opponent. Sophomore for-
ward Madison Mariani has
been a key player on offense,
leading the team’s attack.
Mariani is a targeted shooter,
taking 10 of her 11 total shots
on frame, making her a dan-
gerous opponent. Defensively,
senior goalie Kayla Bower has
been a standout. She has av-
eraged nearly five saves per
game and has set or matched
career-high in saves multiple
times this season. Overall, the
Thunderbirds have struggled
with consistency and turn-
ing plays into goals; howev-
er, their key plays show they
should not be underestimated.

The Huskies last matched
up against the Thunderbirds
last season on Sept. 22, 2024.
The game ended in a 3-3 draw.
Overall, the program has
an 18-8-3 record against the
Thunderbirds with 11 of the
wins being recorded at home.
In the last matchup, the Hus-
kies outshot the Thunder-
birds 24-6 but were unable to
deliver to take the win.

The team will hope to con-
tinue their dominance against
St. John’s on Saturday, Sept.
20, at 7 p.m. The contest will
be a Mental Health Aware-
ness game. Husky fans can
tune in to watch this exciting
matchup on FloSports.

UConn women’s soccer goes head to head against Maine. UConn won 3-1 at the Joseph J. Morrone
Stadium in Storrs, Conn. on Sunday, Sept. 14, 2025.
PHOTO BY NATHAN GALIGINAO, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Volleyball: UConn volleyball returns
home for final non-conference play

by Julia Sasso
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
SHE/HER/HERS
Julia.sasso@uconn.edu

After a mixed weekend

where they lost their first
match of the season, the UCo-
nn volleyball team returns
home to take on Brown, Marist
and Sacred Heart for this
weekend’s UConn Classic.

Despite facing their first
loss of the season last week-
end to Yale, UConn was able
to bounce back and win their
next two matches. It is this
momentum that the Huskies
will hope to capitalize on as
they head into their final non-
conference games of the sea-
son.

After their strong perfor-
mance in last weekend’s invi-
tational, seniors Emma Werk-
meisteir and Audrey Rome
were named to the Yale-Fair-
field Invite All-Tournament
Team.

Werkmeister leads the pro-
gram with 130 kills, 19 service
aces and an average of 4.35
points per set. Rome leads
the team with 24 blocks and
scored a career high of 14 kills
in UConn’s match against
Fairfield.

The Huskies will start the
weekend facing Brown on Fri-
day, Sept. 20, exactly a year
since their last match. This
will be the fifth time the pro-
grams face one another with
UConn holding a 3-1 record.
The Bears currently hold a 3-3
overall record and are coming
off a difficult weekend where
they ended 1-3 at the Knights
Invitational. Despite their
struggles, the Bears will be
hoping to turn over a new leaf
and improve on the success
they found against UCF last
weekend.

Some players to look out
for on the Bears are seniors
Jesse Golden and Mariia
Sidorova. Golden was named

to the All-tournament team at
the Knights Invitational and
Sidorova leads the team with
67 kills and 3.64 points per set.

Next up, UConn will take
on the Marist Red Foxes on
Sunday, Sept. 21, for the first
time since 1988. Marist cur-
rently stands with a 1-8 overall
record and are on a four-game
losing streak.

Some important players for
the Red Foxes are juniors Sara
Dasic, who leads the program

with 75 kills and is second
with nine service aces, and Ce-
cilia Potter-Pessoa, who leads
with 12 service aces.

Lastly, the Huskies will
go against Sacred Heart on
Sept. 21, for the seventh time
in program history. The Hus-
kies stand with a 5-1 record
against SHU, winning their
last four matchups. The pro-
gram stands with a 3-7 overall
record and a two-game win-
ning streak.

They will be hoping to con-
tinue this run and will rely
on freshman Ryleigh Short
who leads the Pioneers with
125 kills. Junior Ava Roodbol
also leads the team with 333
assists.

The Huskies will hope to
maintain their undefeated at
home status and extend their
winning streak as they face
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their final non-conference op-
ponents.

All matches will take place
at the UConn Volleyball Center
in Storrs and will be streamed
live on UConn+. The Brown
match will begin at 6 p.m. on
Friday, followed by the Marist
match at 4 p.m. on Saturday.
Lastly, UConn will face Sacred
Heart at 3 p.m. on Sunday.

i

UConn women'’s volleyball in a battle against Northeastern on
Sept. 14, 2025. The Huskies won 3-0.
PHOTO BY HANNAH GRIMES, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Women’s Hockey: Huskies takes
on Quinnipiac in exhibition

by Kaden Knapp
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
lwr25002@uconn.edu

College hockey season is al-
ready here, and the UConn
women’s hockey team is set to
duel the Quinnipiac Bobcats
in a road exhibition on Satur-
day, Sept. 20 at 3 p.m. in Ham-
den, Conn. It will be a rivalry
matchup, as the two Connecti-
cut schools are separated by
just 56 miles. These two have
matched up 23 times before,
with Quinnipiac winning 12
of those matchups. This is the
only exhibition game the Hus-
kies will compete in before
opening the season against St.
Cloud State next week.

UConn enters the season
with high expectations once
again. For the second straight
year, the Huskies were picked
to finish first in the Hockey
East Association after win-
ning back-to-back regular-
season titles.

The team has 16 returning
players, including six seniors
and one graduate student. Ad-
ditionally, the Huskies have

welcomed six freshmen and
two transfers.

Last season, their scoring
defense propelled them as they
finished the season ranked
fifth in the country, allowing
1.41 goals per game, in scoring
defense.

The Bobcats were picked to
finish fourth in the Eastern
College Athletic Association.
This is a step up from last year,
when they were picked to fin-
ish fifth. They also have five
seniors and two graduate stu-
dents on their roster.

Quinnipiac brings a strong
offense, scoring 97 goals last
season to rank 10th nationally.

Head coach Cassandra Turn-
er is entering her eleventh sea-
son as Quinnipiac’s leader.

Players to watch:

#8 Julia Pellerin, junior,
Forward, Connecticut

Pellerin is new to Storrs this
season, after transferring from
fellow Hockey East opponent
Boston College, where she led
Hockey East in scoring. She
also earned first-team all-star
honors and scored seven game-
winning goals. At 5-foot-6 inch-

es, the forward is expected to
make an impact immediately in
her new uniform.

#7 Claire Murdoch, sopho-
more, Forward, Connecticut

Murdoch had a phenom-
enal freshman campaign last
season. She participated in 36
games, totaled 36 points and
was the unanimous Hockey
East rookie of the year. The
sophomore is also on Canada’s
senior national team radar.
Murdoch will look to build on
her freshman year, and her
partnership with Pellerin could
make for a dangerous duo.

#8 Kahlen Lamarche,
sophomore, Forward, Quinni-
piac

Ontario native Lamarche
had a great freshman season
for the Bobcats. The forward
led the team with 19 assists and
33 points last season. She also
finished second on the team
in goals scored. After
a solid
fresh-
man year,
Lamarche is
aiming to take the next step this
season.

#16 Bryn Prier, sophomore,
Forward, Quinnipiac

Prier, a sophomore,
played in 38 contests
last season. With
many of the team’s
top scorers gradu-
ating, Quinnipiac
will need players
like Prier to step
up. She record-
ed eight points
last season,
including two
multi-point
games. She will be
someone the Hus-
kies need to keep
an eye on in this
exhibition.

The UConn Huskies take on the Northeastern Huskies at the Toscano Family Ice Forum in Storrs, Conn. on March 5, 2025. The Huskies faced each other to find out who
would move on to the Hockey East championship.
PHOTO BY CONNOR SHARP, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Foothall: The Huskies take on the Ball State Cardinals

by Tyler Pruneau
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
Tyler.pruneau@uconn.edu

UConn (1-2) hosts the (1-
2) on Saturday, Sept. 20, at
Rentschler Field in hopes of
returning to the win column.

The two programs last
clashed in 2022, where the
Huskies fell to the Cardinals
25-21. Connecticut looked
dominant in the first half,
leading 21-10, but problems
arose coming out of halftime.
With the help of Ball State’s
running back, Carson Steele,
the team racked up 15 unan-
swered points.

In their comeback victory,
Steele rushed 179 yards for
three touchdowns. Defen-
sively, UConn held quarter-
back John Paddock to 147
passing yards and one inter-
ception. Paddock struggled
throwing into the endzone, as
he finished the day with zero
passing touchdowns.

Since then, neither team
looks the same. For Ball
State, its most notable depar-
ture was Steele. In the 2022

The UConn football team defeats CCSU at Pratt & Whitney Stadium
in East Hartford, Conn. on Aug. 30, 2025. The Huskies won their
home opener in a 59-13 blowout against their Connecticut neighbor.
PHOTO BY CONNOR SHARP, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

season, the 22-year-old to-
taled 1,556 rushing yards and
crossed the goal line 14 times.
Following his career-high
campaign, Steele transferred
to UCLA.

As quarterback, Kiael Kelly
replaced Paddock and faced
challenges connecting with
wide receivers. For the first
time against the New Hamp-
shire Wildcats, Kelly accu-
mulated just over 100 yards,
completing nine of 15 (60%)
passes and throwing an inter-
ception. In the wide receiver
room, not much happened, as
no wideouts except Donovan
Hamilton produced over 20
yards.

One player to watch out for
is running back Qua Ash-
ley. Versus the Wildcats, the
junior not only ran for 154
yards, but also topped the
Cardinals in receiving yards
(33). Ashley ended the day
contributing to two of the
program’s three end zone ap-
pearances.

In recent weeks, containing
the run game has been one
of UConn’s biggest issues.

In two weeks, Connecticut
conceded 292 yards and last
week let up a 70-yard rushing
touchdown against Delaware.

The Huskies’ second con-
flict is converting in game-
winning situations. In the
last two overtime finales, the
matchups stemmed from un-
successful third and fourth-
down conversions. In the sec-
ond half versus the Syracuse
Orange, Connecticut punted
six consecutive times.

In the final minutes against
Delaware on fourth-and-
two, Fagnano found tight
end Louis Hansen but fell a
yard short. Between the two
clashes, the team converted
10 of 30 (33.3%) third-down

attempts.
Currently, quarterback
Joe Fagnano has thrown

865 yards, ranking No. 17 in
the NCAA’s passing yards.
In the backfield, running
backs Cam Edwards and Mel
Brown combine for 465 rush-
ing yards.

UConn fans can tune into
the match on Fubo, with kick-
off scheduled for 3:30 p.m.



