
A recent study by the Univer-
sity of Connecticut and Fair-
field University researchers 
takes a comprehensive look at 
food environments at colleges 
and how they impact students’ 
nutrition. Their findings show 
that nutritional quality of op-
tions varies by location, level 
of convenience and time of day. 

“College students often fail 
to meet national guidelines 
for dietary intake, which in 
part has been associated with 
university food environments, 
where students’ dietary choic-
es may be limited by the nutri-
tional quality of campus food 
choices,” the abstract states. 

The study, which was pub-
lished in the Journal of Agri-
culture and Food Research, 
was conducted over the course 
of a year across different loca-
tions and dining venues “at a 
small, private, liberal arts uni-
versity in northeastern U.S. 
from spring-fall 2017.” The 
group gathered data from a 
buffet-style dining hall, a food 
court with various cuisine sta-
tions, a retail coffee and bagel 
stall and vending machines in 
different locations. 

Their data evaluated the nutri-
tion of menu items for calories, 
carbohydrates, fats, sodium and 
other metrics per serving. 
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UConn-led research study 
tallies nutritional effects of 

college food options

Students grabbing a bite to eat at Northwest Dining Hall. Northwest has been serving students 
since 2000. PHOTOGRAPH BY NATHAN GALICINAO, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

College Break Bus expands 
to UConn for holiday travel

by Patrick Boots
HE/HIM
STAFF WRITER
patrick.boots@uconn.edu

“We observed that the com-
mercial coffee and bagel shop 
menu included items with the 
highest amount of energy, car-
bohydrates, sugar, total and 
saturated fat, protein, and so-
dium on average compared to 
other dining options,” their 
results state. “Conversely, din-
ing hall options provided the 
lowest energy, carbohydrates, 
sugar, total and saturated fat 
on average, in addition to the 
highest amount of fiber. Sur-
prisingly, vending machine 
items contained the lowest 
amount of sodium on average.” 

The study additionally com-
pared the nutritional quality 
of options at different times of 
day, “in order to fully capture 
the nutritional quality and 
profile of an institution.” The 
group did not observe many 
differences in nutrition for 
dining hall options on different 
days of the week, for example, 
but did see some depending on 
mealtimes, such as higher sug-
ar options at breakfast. 

“In this pilot study, we dem-
onstrated that the nutritional 
quality of food items signifi-
cantly varied across all on-cam-
pus dining venues, and that, 
while non-convenience dining 
options (dining hall) tended to 
offer foods with greater nutri-
tional quality, convenience din-
ing venues offered some of the 
highest and lowest quality food 
items, suggesting that selective 

convenience dining can serve 
as a fast, healthy option,” the 
study states. 

The research was led by 
Catherine J. Andersen, an as-
sociate professor in UConn’s 
department of nutritional sci-
ences. Kristina Murray, Alex-
ander Gaito, Lydia Dupree and 
Layra Cintron-Rivera from 
Fairfield University’s biol-
ogy program rounded out the 
study; Andersen previously 

served as an associate profes-
sor in biology there. 

“My research employs clini-
cal, nutrigenomic and trans-
lational approaches to investi-
gate the relationship between 
diet and lifestyle factors, meta-
bolic health and immune func-
tion,” Andersen’s UConn biog-
raphy states. 

The research was funded in 
part by the National Consor-
tium for Building Healthy Ac-

ademic Communities, which 
promotes comprehensive well-
ness and resulting productivi-
ty in education, and the UConn 
College of Agriculture, Health 
and Natural Resources. 

Andersen says that the study 
serves as a pilot for work that 
could be conducted nationally, 
to determine the differences in 
nutritional quality at larger, 
public institutions and other 
schools in different regions.

by Delia Podgurski
SHE/HER
CONTRIBUTOR
lsx24008@uconn.edu

A new travel option is arriv-
ing at the University of Con-
necticut this semester, offering 
students a direct ride home 
for Thanksgiving, winter and 
spring break.  

College Break Bus, a service 
dedicated exclusively to col-
lege students, will begin oper-
ating out of the UConn Storrs 
campus this fall. The service 
provides one-way or round-trip 
bus rides to twelve destinations 
across Connecticut, Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey and New York, with 
pickup and drop-off located at 
the UConn Field House. 

The program is designed to 
make travel easier for students 
whose families live hours away. 
According to the company’s 
website, it eliminates the need 
for parents to make long drives 
to campus and offers amenities 
such as Wi-Fi, live GPS track-
ing, onboard restrooms and 

ample luggage space. 
Felice Katsanos, a worker 

for College Break Bus, said the 
company’s difference lies in its 
direct ownership of buses rath-
er than contracting out rides.  

“What makes us different is 
that other companies are bro-
kers,” Katsanos said. “They 
book riders and then hire a 
bus company to make the most 
amount of profit. We are dif-
ferent because we are a bus 
company, so we’re always here, 
we’re available for customers, 
we track buses 24/7 and we’re 
always in the office. We are ex-
tremely communicative.” 

College Break Bus is oper-
ated by Starr, a third-genera-
tion family-owned company 
that has provided motor coach 
services since 1947. In 2018, the 
family launched College Break 
Bus to specifically meet the 
needs of university students. 
Since then, the company has 
provided more than 300 trips 
to schools including Syracuse 
University, Penn State, West 
Virginia University and Carn-

egie Mellon University. 
Sandy Borowsky, the owner 

of College Break Bus, empha-
sized that safety and reliability 
are at the center of the compa-
ny’s mission, especially during 
high-volume travel periods.  

“We use only the safest bus 
companies, the bus compa-
nies with the highest safety 
rating from the Department 
of Transportation, companies 
that we personally know and 
have inspected their facili-
ties,” Borowsky said. “On busy 
travel days, we make sure both 
drivers and our motor coaches 
are fully inspected and pre-
pared before each trip. My 
husband, myself and our dis-
patch team personally track 
the buses every step of the way 
so we can be quick to react if 
need be.” 

The service arrives at UCo-
nn after interest from parents 
and students, according to 
Borowsky. The company ini-
tially launched a route to New 
Jersey, which nearly sold out. 
In response, two additional 

routes were added. 
“The reason we’re at UConn 

right now is because of the 
parents and the students,” 
Borowsky said. “They reached 
out to us, asked for this service, 
and we initially did our route 
to New Jersey which is almost 
sold out. We will continue to 
add buses to existing routes 
and expand routes if the re-
quest and the needs are there.” 

College Break Bus will op-
erate during the university’s 
major breaks. For Thanks-
giving break, buses depart on 
Nov. 21, with return trips on 
Nov. 30. Winter break depar-
tures are scheduled for Dec. 12, 
with returns on Jan. 19. Spring 
break buses will run March 13 
through March 22. 

Destinations include Bridge-
port and Stamford in Connect-
icut; Framingham, Newton, 
and Woburn in Massachu-
setts; Salem in New Hamp-
shire; Bridgewater, Hamilton, 
Mahwah and Parsippany in 
New Jersey; and Melville and 
Roslyn Heights in New York. 

The company primar-
ily partners with DATTCO, 
a Connecticut-based bus op-
erator that already provides 
transportation for UConn 
Athletics. Borowsky said that 
relationship adds an addition-
al layer of confidence that the 
buses will serve students. 

“UConn Athletics is already 
using the safest bus company,” 
Borowsky said. “I personally 
know the owners of DATTCO, 
and I know they will do a great 
job as they already do for your 
athletic teams. Now it just 
makes sense that they’re doing 
the transportation for College 
Break Bus.” 

Katsanos added that the 
company’s perspective as par-
ents of college students shapes 
their approach. 

“The owners and I are all 
parents of college students, 
and so we understand what 
parents need and what stu-
dents need,” Katsanos said. 

More information and book-
ing details can be found on the 
company’s website.
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Jane Goodall, the celebrated 
primatologist and conservationist, 
has died

(AP) - Jane Goodall, the intel-
lectual, soft-spoken conserva-
tionist renowned for her ground-
breaking, immersive chimpanzee 
field research in which she docu-
mented the primates’ distinct 
personalities and use of tools, has 
died. She was 91.

The environmental advocate 
became a beloved household 
name who transcended genera-
tions through her appearances in 
documentaries and on television, 
as well as her travels to address 
packed auditoriums around the 
world.

The Jane Goodall Institute an-
nounced the primatologist’s death 
Wednesday in an Instagram post. 
According to the Washington, 
D.C.-based institute, Goodall died 
of natural causes while in Califor-
nia on a U.S. speaking tour.

Her discoveries “revolutionized 
science, and she was a tireless ad-
vocate for the protection and resto-
ration of our natural world,” it said.

While living among chimpan-
zees in Africa decades ago, Goodall 
documented them doing activities 
previously believed to be exclu-
sive to humans. Her observations 
and subsequent magazine and 
documentary appearances in the 
1960s transformed how the world 
perceived not only humans’ closest 
living biological relatives but also 
the emotional and social complex-
ity of all animals, while propelling 
her into the public consciousness.

“Out there in nature by myself, 
when you’re alone, you can be-
come part of nature and your hu-
manity doesn’t get in the way,” she 
told The Associated Press in 2021. 
“It’s almost like an out-of-body ex-
perience when suddenly you hear 
different sounds and you smell 
different smells and you’re actu-
ally part of this amazing tapestry 
of life.”

Goodall never lost hope for 
the future

She had been scheduled to meet 
with students and teachers on 
Wednesday to launch the plant-
ing of 5,000 trees around wildfire 
burn zones in the Los Angeles 
area. Organizers learned of her 
death as the event was to begin at 
EF Academy in Pasadena, said 
spokesperson Shawna Marino. 
The first tree was planted in Good-
all’s name after a moment of si-
lence.

“I don’t think there’s any better 
way to honor her legacy than hav-
ing a thousand children gathered 
for her,” Marino said.

Goodall in her later years devot-
ed decades to education and advo-
cacy on humanitarian causes and 
protecting the natural world. In 
her usual soft-spoken British ac-
cent, she was known for balancing 
the grim realities of the climate cri-
sis with a sincere message of hope 
for the future.

From her base in the British 
coastal town of Bournemouth, she 
traveled nearly 300 days a year, 
even after she turned 90, for public 
speeches. Between more serious 
messages, her speeches often fea-
tured her whooping like a chim-
panzee or lamenting that Tarzan 
chose the wrong Jane.

Tributes from animal rights 
organizations, political leaders 
and admirers poured in following 
news of her death.

“I’m deeply saddened to learn 
about the passing of Jane Goodall, 
our dear Messenger of Peace. She 
is leaving an extraordinary legacy 
for humanity & our planet,” said 
United Nations Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres.

Living among the chimpan-
zees

While first studying chimps in 
Tanzania in the early 1960s, Good-
all was known for her unconven-
tional approach. She didn’t simply 
observe them from afar but im-
mersed herself in every aspect of 
their lives. She fed them and gave 
them names instead of numbers, 
which some scientists criticized.

Her findings were circulated to 
millions when she first appeared 
on the cover of National Geograph-
ic in 1963 and then in a popular 
documentary. A collection of pho-
tos of Goodall in the field helped 
her and even some of the chimps 
become famous. One iconic image 
showed her crouching across from 
the infant chimpanzee named 
Flint. Each has arms outstretched, 
reaching for the other.

In 1972, the Sunday Times pub-
lished an obituary for Flo, Flint’s 
mother and the dominant matri-
arch. Flint died soon after showing 
signs of grief and losing weight.

“What the chimps have taught 
me over the years is they’re so like 
us. They’ve blurred the line be-
tween humans and animals,” she 
said in 1997.

Goodall earned top civilian hon-
ors from a number of countries. 
She was awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom in 2025 by then-
U.S. President Joe Biden and won 
the prestigious Templeton Prize in 
2021.

“Her groundbreaking discov-
eries have changed humanity’s 
understanding of its role in an 
interconnected world, and her 
advocacy has pointed to a greater 
purpose for our species in caring 
for life on this planet,” said the 
Templeton Prize citation, which 
honors individuals whose life’s 
work embodies a fusion of science 
and spirituality.

The Humane World for Ani-
mals said Wednesday that Good-
all’s influence on the animal 
protection community was im-
measurable.

“Her work on behalf of pri-
mates and all animals will never 

be forgotten,” said Kitty Block, 
president and CEO of the group 
formerly the Humane Society of 
the United States and Humane 
Society International.

Charting a course from an 
early age

Born in London in 1934, Goodall 
said her fascination with animals 
began around when she learned to 
crawl. In her book, “In the Shadow 
of Man,” she described an early 
memory of hiding in a henhouse 
to see a chicken lay an egg. She was 
there so long her mother reported 
her missing to police.

She bought her first book — 
Edgar Rice Burroughs’ “Tarzan 
of the Apes” — when she was 
10 and soon made up her mind 
about her future: Live with wild 
animals in Africa.

That plan stayed with her 
through a secretarial course when 
she was 18 and two different jobs. 
By 1957, she accepted an invitation 
to travel to a farm in Kenya.

There she met the famed an-
thropologist and paleontologist 
Louis Leakey at a natural history 
museum in Nairobi. He gave her a 
job as an assistant secretary.

Three years later, despite Good-
all not having a college degree, 
Leakey asked if she would be in-
terested in studying chimpanzees 
in what is now Tanzania. She told 
the AP that he chose her “because 
he wanted an open mind.”

The beginning was filled with 
complications. British authorities 
insisted she have a companion, 
so she brought her mother. The 
chimps fled if she got within 500 
yards (460 meters) of them. She 
also spent weeks sick from what 
she believed was malaria.

Eventually she gained the ani-
mals’ trust. By the fall of 1960 she 
observed the chimpanzee named 
David Greybeard make a tool from 
twigs to fish termites from a nest. It 
was previously believed that only 

humans made and used tools.
She also found that chimps 

have individual personalities 
and share humans’ emotions of 
pleasure, joy, sadness and fear. 
She documented bonds between 
mothers and infants, sibling ri-
valry and male dominance. She 
found there was no sharp line 
between humans and the animal 
kingdom.

In later years, she discovered 
chimpanzees engage in a type of 
warfare, and in 1987 she and her 
staff observed a chimp “adopt” 
a 3-year-old orphan that wasn’t 
closely related.

Becoming an activist
Her work moved into global 

advocacy after she watched a dis-
turbing film of experiments on 
laboratory animals in 1986.

“I knew I had to do something,” 
she said. “It was payback time.”

When the COVID-19 pandemic 

hit in 2020 and halted her in-per-
son events, she began podcasting 
from her childhood home in Eng-
land. Through dozens of “Jane 
Goodall Hopecast” episodes, she 
talked with guests including U.S. 
Sen. Cory Booker, author Marga-
ret Atwood and marine biologist 
Ayana Elizabeth Johnson.

“If one wants to reach people; 
If one wants to change attitudes, 
you have to reach the heart,” she 
said during her first episode. 
“You can reach the heart by tell-
ing stories, not by arguing with 
people’s intellects.”

In later years, she pushed 
back on “gloom and doom” 
messaging and aggressive tac-
tics by climate activists, saying 
they could backfire.

Her advice: “Focus on the 
present and make choices to-
day whose impact will build 
over time.”

Primatolo-
gist Jane 
Goodall 
kisses 
Pola, a 
14-months-
old 
chimpan-
zee baby 
from the 
Budapest 
Zoo, that 
she sym-
bolically 
adopted in 
Budapest, 
Hungary, 
on Dec. 20, 
2004.
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle  
Edited by Patti Varol

FOR RELEASE OCTOBER 2, 2025

ACROSS
1 Soup noodles
5 Touch
9 “Heavens, no!”

14 Baked custard
15 Fibrous, as roots
16 Stradivarius 

alternative
17 Peculiar 

anesthesiologist?
19 Dish with a 

vinegared rice 
base

20 “You know you 
wanna!”

21 Like taupe
23 Noodle soup
24 Sad maker of 

simple dresses?
28 Components of a 

square meal?
30 Exit key
31 Social follower?
32 Receptive (to)
33 Aardvark snack
35 Loathed
37 Slightly loopy 

purveyor of 
Scottish attire?

41 Pelvic bones
44 Shy
45 Paper clip for an 

attachment, e.g.
49 Somewhat
50 Football VIPs
53 Luxurious
55 Highly critical 

grain producer?
58 Root word?
59 Molasses relative
60 Trade
62 Bond actor
63 Deadpan 

mathematician?
67 Grasslike plant
68 Narwhal feature
69 Stick in the mud
70 Chilly temps
71 Sole
72 When Romeo 

says, “Thus with 
a kiss I die”

DOWN
1 Calif. hub
2 English gent
3 Poor decision
4 Part of A.D.
5 Branch
6 “Comedy 

Comedy 
Comedy Drama” 
memoirist 
Odenkirk

7 Sch. with a 
Quaker mascot

8 Gibson of the 
“Fast & Furious” 
films

9 Artistic style that 
imitates another

10 Part of a blue 
crew

11 Gives an 
enthusiastic try

12 Olympian, for one
13 Switch 

predecessor
18 Take back 

command?
22 Hesitation 

sounds
23 All for
25 Character who 

says, “Some 
people are worth 
melting for”

26 ;)
27 Crimson or 

carmine
29 “Are you __ out?”
34 Muscle spasm
36 Edible part of a 

pomegranate
38 Web sections for 

the curious or 
confused

39 Great Lakes 
diving bird

40 Kind
41 Girl of the fam
42 Growth 

threatened by an 
emerald borer

43 Pretense
46 Like some tile
47 Vigilant
48 Last in a long 

series
51 Secretly loop in
52 “__ the highest 

bidder!”

54 Pakistani 
language

56 Dominion
57 Episode shown 

after the series 
finale

61 Austen 
protagonist

62 Wisc. winter hrs.
64 Fashion logo 

initials
65 Sun spot
66 Step (up)

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

By Tara Holland 10/2/25
Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

10/2/25

Sudoku  By The Mepham Group

Complete the 
grid so each
row, column

and 3-by-3 box 
(in bold borders) 
contains every 

digit 1 to 9. 
For strategies 

on how to solve 
Sudoku, visit 

sudoku.org.uk.

Solution to Wednesday’s puzzle

© 2025 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.
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Latin culture photojournalist Patrick Raycraft on a life of telling visual stories 

by Bonnibel Lilith Ramp-
ertab
STAFF WRITER
SHE/HER/HERS
lilith.rampertab@uconn.edu

Photojournalist Patrick Ray-
craft gave a talk at the UConn 
Puerto Rican and Latin Ameri-
can Cultural Center (PRLACC) 
on Oct. 1.  The talk was on the 
experiences of the Latin Ameri-
can and Spanish-speaking world 
through photographs as a career 
for Hispanic and Latine Heritage 
Month.  

Alfred Guante, the director 
of PRLACC, introduced Ray-
craft. Guante gave a long list of 
his achievements in journalism, 
including publications that used 
his photography in their media. 
He was a staff photographer 
at the Hartford Courant for 30 
years and is currently a lecturer 
of journalism at the University 
of Connecticut. Guante ended 
the introduction by describing 
Raycraft as “a wonderful person 
[and] a great friend.” 

Raycraft began his talk by ex-
plaining the title of the slideshow 
in Spanish and English: “Foto-
grafías de Latinoamérica lejanas 
y cercanas ~ aquí y allá,” or “Pho-
tographs of Latin America far 
and close ~ here and there.” 

“I consider my work for the 
Hispanic, Latin American com-
munity in Hartford,” Raycraft 
said. 

Before the internet, Raycraft 
spent his time reading “Sports 
Illustrated” and admired the 
photos in the magazine. He said 
it taught him “The power of sto-
rytelling and journalism.” 

Raycraft studied abroad in 
Spain on a scholarship while 
in college , inspiring him to be-
come a Spanish major and ulti-
mately changing the trajectory 
of his life. He found it important 
to remind the audience of the 
differences between the terms 
“Hispanic” and “Latino.” “His-
panic means Spanish-speaking 
and Latino means originating 

The Puerto Rican and Latin American Cultural Center (PRLACC) hosts an open house on Sept. 15, 
2025. PRLACC welcomed Patrick Raycraft to campus on Oct. 1, 2025 to discuss his photojournalism 
on the Latin American and Spanish-speaking world.  PHOTO COURTESY OF @UCONNPRLACC ON INSTAGRAM

from Latin America,” he said. 
Raycraft then went to the Do-

minican Republic, where a host 
family let him stay in their home. 
The mother of the household 
was Guante’s aunt. 

In the Dominican Republic, 
Raycraft kept a photo journal. 
This would become a persistent 
habit on his part to practice his 
photography skills and to pre-
serve all the things he sees.  

Photography wasn’t Ray-
craft’s only practice, though. 

“It was only months into my 
service when I found out about 
a surgical team and they needed 
interpreters,” Raycraft said. He 
volunteered to translate for the 
team of English-speaking sur-
geons who worked in conjunc-
tion with the Dominican doc-
tors. One result of this work was 
shown in a successful surgery to 
remove a child’s cleft lip.  

Raycraft’s Dominican friend, 
Franscisco, also had a cleft lip 
and was a social outcast because 
of it. Raycraft referred him to the 
surgeons and the cleft lip was 
surgically removed. Years later, 
a more experienced Raycraft 
would eventually tell Francisco’s 

story in an article. 
Raycraft then shifted the focus 

to his time in Nicaragua, Hondu-
ras and Guatemala. He contin-
ued the photo journal in those 
countries. 

“I never took a course or any-
thing [photography-based]; it 
was all experiential,” Raycraft 
said. 

He noted how a photo he took 
of a mother and child was spun 
into a pessimistic portrayal 
of the lives of Latin American 
youth in a story. The editors also 
misattributed the photo to some-
one else instead of Raycraft. 

“That wasn’t my intent, I just 
wanted a good photo,” he said. 

After that article, however, 
Raycraft began to seriously con-
sider photojournalism as a ca-
reer, saying it had a big impact on 
him. He noted how he was a high 
school Spanish teacher at the 
time, but he eventually got a mas-
ter’s degree in photography and 
went to Ecuador after to work.  

In Ecuador, Raycraft’s photo 
of populist presidential candi-
date Abdalá Bucaram watch-
ing himself on a TV screen in a 
nice bedroom was co-opted for 

propaganda purposes. Raycraft 
recalled, “I did receive death 
threats. I was accused of being a 
spy.” 

When Bucaram won the elec-
tion, they took a photo together. 
Bucaram was later declared 
mentally unfit to govern and was 
impeached for many manage-
ment reasons. Raycraft would 
later publish an op-ed on the 
whole fiasco. 

Raycraft was then hired by 
the Hartford Courant, saying “I 
did my beat on the Latino com-
munity, something I love.” He 
would roam the streets of Hart-
ford’s predominately Puerto Ri-
can and Hispanic Frog Hollow, 
capturing the culture, history 
and experiences of the commu-
nity there. 

He then used the final mo-
ments of the talk in the interest of 
time and in spite of the amount of 
photos he wanted to share to fo-
cus on the Puerto Rican island of 
Vieques, which the United States 
Navy used as a shooting range. 
Raycraft was sent there by the 
Hartford Courant to report on 
the conditions there, and he said 
that a bystander was murdered 

by a missile dropping by them. 
Attendee and associate clinical 

professor with the Department 
of Curriculum and Instruction 
Sandra Quiñones said that Ray-
craft’s presentation reminded 
her of “different ways of being 
and knowing.” She continued, 
“It’s not about right and wrong.” 

Another attendee asked about 
Raycraft’s experience in Haiti 
after the earthquake. He origi-
nally went there as a medical 
interpreter but after asking if 
he, a photojournalist, could take 
photos of the conditions to report 
and help preserve history, they 
allowed him. 

Quiñones then asked about 
how Raycraft stays hopeful after 
everything he’s witnessed. He 
replied, “There are always hope-
ful people to meet.”

“I think that it’s easy to pho-
tograph and report when people 
are at their worst but looking for 
the stories that are helpful keep 
the fire alive,” Raycraft said. 

In an interview with Raycraft 
about what he learned as a pho-
tojournalist, he said, “Those 
photographs portray the trust 
that people put on me.”

He recommended photogra-
phers to always send their pho-
tos back to their subjects, saying 
that you never know if you could 
make a friend that way. 

Raycraft also addressed the 
declining amount of resources 
newspapers have as well as how 
competitive the journalism busi-
ness is. He expressed his appre-
ciation for journalism organiza-
tions, specifically the Society of 
Professional Journalists, the Na-
tional Press Photographers As-
sociation and the non-profit pho-
tography hub Word Press Photo. 

He encourages aspiring photo-
journalists to see as many photos 
as possible in as many different 
places as possible as well as to 
take your own. He also stressed 
the importance of ethics in pho-
tojournalism. 

“There’s no substitute for get-
ting out there with a camera and 
asking people for their consent to 
take photos,” Raycraft said.

Roundtable: The Labubu question 

ILLUSTRATION BY SAMANTHA HASS, ARTIST EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Labubus have taken the world by storm. With their sharklike teeth and beady eyes, they’ve 
drawn the attention of the masses. But is this a worthwhile trend a new way to enjoy the game of 
collecting, or are these little monsters better off staying in the box? Writers of the Life Section 

have come together to give their thoughts on the internet’s favorite monstrous commodity.

Dan Stark, Life Editor, he/him/his, daniel.
stark@uconn.edu 

As someone who struggles to understand most 
modern trends, Labubus are the latest entry to the list 
of things that confuse me. I don’t know where they 
came from and I don’t know why they’re so popular, 
but here we are. Personally, I can think of a lot of other 
things I would rather waste my money on than these 
performative dolls. Now, if they made a Rizzler Labu-
bu, then we need to talk. 

Fun fact: One of my wonderful roommates owns a 
Labubu and I had the great idea to use that this De-
cember as an alternate version of an Elf on the Shelf. 
But if I go to use my bathroom and I see that labubu 
sitting on my toilet I’ll be just thrilled.

Samantha Brody, Associate Life Editor, she/
her/hers, sab23059@uconn.edu 

As someone who prefers the world of niche art and 
video games to mainstream happenings, I’m usu-
ally out of the loop when it comes to general societal 
trends. I’m a Dungeons and Dragons player, what 
can I say. But when I learned about Labubus, my first 
thought was that these people can’t be serious. 

I understand the enjoyment of collecting, but it has 
always struck me as a very personal hobby. You’re 
meant to collect things for yourself and for the fun of 
indulging obsession, not to hop on the Trend of the 
Week. The explosion of Labubus just feels tacky and 
soulless. Labubus are weird little freaks, and I can 
see how some people might like them, but most of this 
trend feels forced. Is anyone even doing this because 
they enjoy it?

Maleena Muzio, Staff Writer, she/her/hers, 
maleena.muzio@uconn.edu 

I will admit that when I first saw a Labubu my re-
action was, “Wtf is that.” One of my best friends had 
bought one and I thought it was hideous and overall 
dumb.  

However, as summer began and I saw the little 
monsters appear everywhere, I will admit they start-
ed to grow on me. I even began to want one. Unfor-
tunately, I could not justify the high prices that many 
stores were selling the collectables for. I do not think 
they are worth the resell prices of over $100.  

At this point, I think they are simply a fun fad and 
another addition to the waves of microtrends we have 
been seeing. If you have one, great, and if you don’t, 
also great!

Bonnibel Lilith Rampertab, Staff Writer, she/
her/hers, lilith.rampertab@uconn.edu 

 
I first learned of the existence of Labubus through a 

friend of mine over the summer. I genuinely live under 
a rock, but I knew in my heart of hearts that, like he 
predicted, Labubus will eventually become irrelevant. 
If they won’t sell at Five Belows, they’ll be food for the 
landfills near you and me.  

Labubus will be absolutely terrible for the environ-
ment as well as a waste of money for those who buy 
them. If you buy a Labubu, look at yourself in the mir-
ror holding one of them and consider: Is this some-
thing that will appeal to me after the trend dies? 

If you get happiness from something like this, 
though, I’m happy for you. I wish I could get happi-
ness from something like a Labubu instead of watch-
ing the producers of these get richer.

Ayyan Tamjeed, Campus Correspondent, he/him/
his, art24001@uconn.edu 

I saw a video of this Hungarian woman learning about 
Labubus and my favorite part is how she elongates the ‘bu’ 
syllables in the word. Without any context, you’d think 
she’s talking about her pet dog named Labubu, rather than 
a plushy with the toothiest grin this side of the Mississippi. 

At first, I thought Labubus were sort of scary. They have 
this mean mug on their face and they’re accessories that peo-
ple hang off their bags or pants, like a charm to ward off evil 
spirits. But after more exposure to this creepy fella, I have 
become less repulsed by the furry beast. It’s not that bad 
guys, give it a rest.

Addison Riccoboni, Correspondent, she/her/hers, 
dxl24003@uconn.edu 

They’re consumeristic and ugly keychains with a face. 
What’s not to like? Plenty. Why do we feel compelled to col-
lect overly expensive, mass-produced figures with no real 
reason for their popularity? Weren’t the Beanie Babies, Fur-
bys, and Webkinz enough? The hype is meaningless and the 
trend is pointless.  

Companies flourish off society’s incredible ability to 
blindly follow chunks of plastic. We completely overlook 
the underlyingly shallow messages we put out by admiring 
Labubus because of how “ugly-cute” they are. Celebrating 
ugliness as authenticity only allows for shallow consumer-
ism to show. All I know for sure is this: You’ll never see me 
buying into this moronic trend. 

Max Muller, Contributor, he/him/his, 
jyv24001@uconn.edu 

My first encounter with a Labubu was in my boss’s 
break closet. This was no regular Labubu, with an 
imposing figure of 16 inches in height and 12 in cir-
cumference. At the time I had only barely heard of 
Labubus, but its grinning face glinted hauntingly in 
the dimly lit closet. 

I would normally support letting people enjoy their 
hobbies, but I draw the line at collectable plastic mini-
figures that exist to be looked at and nothing more. In 
my opinion, they deserve neither their fame nor their 
insane sales figures.  

Over 10 million Labubus have been sold in 2025, 
and I doubt any of them are being recycled in any 
meaningful way. This is a major issue because they 
are made almost entirely out of PVC and Polyvinyl 
plastics, meaning their ugly, demonic faces are chemi-
cally durable enough to outlive you and the next dozen 
or so generations of your descendants.

Logan De la Rosa, Contributor, he/him/his, 
logan.de_la_rosa@gmail.com 

I do not care for Labubus. Their flesh-tone faces con-
trast with their fuzzy bodies in a way that’s extremely 
off-putting to me. I can best describe them as resem-
bling demonic Teletubbies, so I can’t understand why 
some people are willing to spend so much time and 
money collecting them. 

That being said, as much as I want to mock this 
trend, my background in Transformers collecting 
has forever prevented me from taking the moral high 
ground in this situation (and most situations for that 
matter). After all, almost everybody has some kind 
of hobby involving collecting, whether it be Pokémon 
cards, action figures, comics, shoes and so on. So, who 
am I to criticize other people for the way they spend 
their hard-earned cheddar? If what you’re doing 
makes you happy (and is legal), then feel free to keep 
doing it.
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A new perspectiveA new perspective 

Hello, and welcome to Hear-
ing Double, where I compare 
and contrast two unrelated 
songs of the same title and de-
cide which title does the most 
justice! 

Today, we’re f lipping things 
around for a new perspective 
with “Upside Down” by Diana 
Ross and Jack Johnson. 

Diana Ross’s 1980 hit “Up-
side Down” tells the story of 
a woman desperately in love 
with a man, despite the way he 
continues to “always play the 
field.” Although it’s unclear 
whether the relationship the 
song talks about is supposed 
to be exclusive, Ross does 
make an explicit reference 
to being “aware that you’re 
cheating,” which doesn’t look 
so good for our fictional love 
interest. 

Whatever you have to say 
about the message of this song, 
it is undeniably self-aware. 
Ross, in the most upbeat way, 
sings about wrestling with the 
fact that she has a debilitating 
crush, one that’s turning her 

by Jenna Outcalt
NEWS EDITOR
SHE/HER/HERS
jenna.outcalt@uconn.edu

“upside down” and “around 
and around,” on someone who 
will never truly be hers. 

Although the lyrics could 
be considered depressing, the 
music is anything but. Ross 
is iconic for her upbeat dance 
songs, and “Upside Down” 
is no exception. The beat and 
quick staccato movement of the 
tune make it easy to get lost in 
the music and forget about the 
tough time the singer is going 
through. However, it makes 
it easier to dance along when 
songwriter Nile Rodgers said 
he and cowriter Bernard Ed-
wards wrote in the relationship 
element of the song after Ross 
had spoken about turning her 
career “upside down,” meaning 
the romantic hardships were 
fictional. 

Jack Johnson’s 2006 song 
was recorded for soundtrack 
of the movie “Curious George.” 
The song certainly fits into the 
idea of curiosity and explora-
tion, with lyrics like “I’ll find 
the things they say just can’t be 
found” and “Who’s to say I can’t 
do everything? / Well, I can try.” 

However, the song also em-
phasizes the importance of 
community and sharing these 
new perspectives and discov-
eries. Along with the more ex-

plicit “I’ll share this love I’ve 
found with everyone,” Johnson 
also refers to a “we” in the cho-
rus and asks “Please don’t go 
away” in the song’s outro. 

The acoustic instrumenta-
tion gives the song an almost 
intimate feeling. When John-
son sings, it feels like he could 
be right next to you explaining 
his philosophy on the world. 
While this song is reminiscent 
of childhood for many, its gen-
tle message about the beauty 
of the world around us is valu-
able all through our lives.

Both songs are undeniably 
catchy. Ross makes you want 
to get up and dance, while 
Johnson makes you want to go 
out and see the world. One big 
difference is the agency in the 
lyrics. Ross is being turned 
upside down by her painful 
love, while Johnson is the one 
turning the outside world up-
side down with his new per-
spective.

If this were a competition 
of just the tunes, this would 
almost be a toss-up for me. 
However, we need to look at 
the song as a whole, and that 
includes the lyrics and mes-
sage. To me, that makes the 
top spot an easy decision. Stay 
curious!

Winner:Winner:
Jack JohnsonJack Johnson

Diana Ross poses for a photo. Known for her upbeat music, her 
version of “Upside Down” is no exception.  PHOTO COURTESY OF @DIAN-
AROSS ON INSTAGRAM

Jack Johnson on stage. His version of “Upside Down” encap-
sulates feelings of curiosity and exploration.  PHOTO COURTESY OF @
JACKJOHNSON ON INSTAGRAM

LOGO BY ESHITHA RAO, CONTRIBUTING ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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The Music Never Stops: Dylan Taganas

Singer-songwriter Dylan Taganas performing with The Suitepaler. Taganas is a multi-instru-
mentalist who also plays bass for 2/14 and Anything Ever.

PHOTO COURTESY LILY BOSNICK

by Dan Stark
LIFE EDITOR
HE/HIM
daniel.stark@uconn.edu

For those in any music 
scene who play in multiple 
bands, it’s a fairly regular 
occurrence to have back-to-
back gigs during the weekend 
with two different groups 
and be consistently busy per-
forming. Dylan Taganas is no 
stranger to this. 

Taganas is a singer-song-
writer and multi-instrumen-
talist who plays guitar and 
songs with his backing band 
The Suitepaler and is also the 
bassist for 2/14 and Anything 
Ever. He’s based on Long Is-
land, but splits his time be-
tween the New York and Con-
necticut scenes.  

Music has been a part of 
Taganas’ life since he start-
ed playing piano at age four. 
The young Taganas didn’t 
stop there, soon picking up 
drums and guitar at ages five 
and six, respectively, before 
branching out to bass later. 
Guitar eventually became his 
main instrument as he began 
writing songs, particularly 
when he first picked up a Gib-
son SG he bought in 2021 that 
launched a wave of songwrit-
ing. 

“When I pulled it out of 
the case, I started writing a 
lot more songs than I’ve ever 
done,” he said. “I’ve heard the 
phrase that instruments have 
songs in them, and that gui-
tar helped out a bit more.” 

Most of Taganas’ song ideas 
come from writing down 
ideas on his notes app or com-

ing up with ideas spontane-
ously on guitar. He described 
his songwriting process as 
having an approach similar 
to graphic novels, with each 
verse being like a different 
comic panel to tell a story.  

Taganas released his debut 
single, “Feelings’ Blues,” in 
2020, a rocking blues rock 
number inspired by the clas-
sic rock artists he grew up 
listening to, though with a 
slight twist. 

“I wanted to put my own 
spin on the classic 12-bar 
blues sequence with this un-
expected turnaround in the 
middle section before going 

back into the normal 12-bar,” 
he said.  

Performing live has also 
been a major part of his life, 
dating back to doing piano 
recitals as a kid and doing a 
music program through a lo-
cal Sam Ash store with other 
musicians his age, the latter 
of which developed his love 
of being on stage. 

In 2021, Taganas got an 
offer from his friend Grey 
Wilson, the son of Gin Blos-
soms frontman Robin Wil-
son, to play bass in his band 
The Mercurys. After playing 
his first show with the group 
in his hometown of Valley 

Stream, N.Y, Taganas and the 
band took the stage at The 
Paramount in Huntington, 
N.Y., one of the top venues 
on Long Island, opening for 
the Gin Blossoms. Taganas 
played with the band for the 
next three years until they 
broke up in 2024, but later 
released the songs “Drained” 
and “Leave Me Cut” under his 
own name. 

As The Mercurys were 
winding down, Taganas 
wanted to put a group to-
gether to play his original 
music. By March 2025, his 
new backing group The Suit-
epalers made their debut and 

have performed consistently 
this year. One of the biggest 
shows they did came when 
they played at the David S. 
Mack Arena at Hofstra Uni-
versity – where Taganas 
graduated from in the spring 
– as an opening act for A Boo-
gie With Da Hoodie at a mu-
sic fest held on campus.  

In addition to his work as a 
solo artist, Taganas has been 
the bassist of 2/14, a New 
York City-based pop punk 
trio, since 2022 and the bass-
ist of Long Island-based rock 
band Anything Ever since 
2024.  

Being involved in three 
projects at once means that 
Taganas is always on the go, 
as it’s a constant balancing 
act to make proper time for 
all three bands.  

“That’s something I’m try-
ing to sort out and balance 
better,” he explained. “It’s all 
about constant communica-
tion with all the bands and 
telling everyone when I’m 
available.” 

With each of his three 
projects, Taganas has been 
performing consistently in 
the Nutmeg state, which he 
has greatly enjoyed. He’s no 
stranger to Storrs audiences 
either, as he’s performed in 
Cowtown with 2/14 a few 
times and recently played 
at The Dog P0und with The 
Suitepaler on Friday, Sept. 26.  

“It was so much fun get-
ting to play my original mu-
sic for the first time in Con-
necticut,” he said of his most 
recent performance in Storrs. 
“I’m happy to share my songs 
with people at UConn, I plan 
to play more up there.”

UConn Career Fair held this week

UConn students attending the first day of the UConn Career Fair. Several companies visited 
UConn on Tuesday as students looked to get jobs and internships.  PHOTO BY BLAKE SKYES, GRAB PHOTOGRA-
PHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Max Muller 
CONTRIBUTOR 
HE/HIM/HIS 
jyv24001@uconn.edu 

The University of Connecti-
cut’s annual Fall Career Fair 
ran on Monday, Sept. 29 in 
the Student Union. Hundreds 
of students eager for summer 
internships and job oppor-
tunities buzzed around, the 
rooms packed with UConn 
students both past and pres-
ent.  

On the first day of the 
event, over 90 tables ran dis-
plays, featuring both in-state 
and out-of-state job offerings 
for STEM students. On the 
second day, the event boasted 
87 tables featuring internship 
and job opportunities in ev-
ery sector of the job market. 
For the third day, there were 
55 tables, including demon-
strations run by the UConn 
Graduate School. 

When entering the event, 

staff members for the Center 
for Career Readiness encour-
aged attendees towards the 
registration table and into 
the backpack storage rooms. 
There were also printing and 
resume reviewing rooms set 
up for attendees to correct 
and print out copies of their 
resumes. Many students 
showed up in suits and dress-
es, but this wasn’t a require-
ment for the career fair. 

“I generally like looking 
at the opportunities — I love 
connecting in person, more 
so than the typical online, 
ghost calls or LinkedIn and 
Indeed,” said Jeffrey Ros-
borg, a fifth-semester student 
studying Political Science 
and Finance. 

Rosborg was dressed up in 
a grey three-piece suit, a red 
tie and a pair of shiny brown 
dockers. When asked about 
his attire, Rosborg joked 
“Prepared? I didn’t know we 
were supposed to do that […] 
it was laundry day and it’s 

the only thing I had left in the 
closet.” In addition to his suit, 
Rosborg also brought his 
portfolio case, which he used 
to bring several extra copies 
of his resume.  

While these formali-
ties were appreciated, they 
weren’t strictly necessary, 
as most tables had websites 
and pamphlets for attendees 
to submit their resumes and 
contact information online, 
with some tables not accept-
ing printed resumes.  

Over 200 employers held 
demonstration tables this 
year, split over three days. 
Typically, the Career Fair is 
held in the Harry A. Gampel 
Pavilion; however, due to the 
construction on Gampel tak-
ing place this semester, the 
fair had to be moved to the 
Student Union. 

While the career fair hosts 
companies from all over New 
England, one of its main goals 
is to provide opportunities 
for students to apply for jobs 

with in-state companies. 
“Every year the commis-

sioner organizes this fabu-
lous event for our students,” 
Lieutenant Governor of Con-
necticut Susan Bysiewicz 
said. “We’re looking for the 
best and brightest and what’s 
great is UConn has 78% of its 
graduates who will stay in 
Connecticut.” 

According to Wendy 
Kopps, a representative from 
corporate partner relations, 
and Jim Lowe, the Associ-
ate Vice Provost at the Cen-
ter for Career Readiness and 
Life Skills, planning for this 
year’s fair began right after 
last year’s fair ended. There 
are companies that come 
every year and make dona-
tions towards UConn, which 
allows them the first pick of 
their table’s location. After 
that, familiar companies get 
to make their reservations, 
and then Kopps’ department 
reaches out to potential new 
employers. 

“[We’re] looking for driven 
individuals, people who are 
graduating in the spring,” 
Sydney Gale said, a UConn 
alumnus running a presen-
tation table with the Beacon 

Hill Staffing group. 
The fair was an opportu-

nity for students and employ-
ers alike, with heavy focus on 
getting UConn students into 
the job market. Outside of the 
career fair, the Career Cen-
ter focuses on increasing the 
total amount of positive out-
comes for UConn students. 
An outcome is considered 
positive if a graduated stu-
dent is either employed or 
continuing their education; 
According to Lowe, UConn 
currently boasts a 92% posi-
tive outcome rate, mean-
ing only 8% of graduates are 
searching for a job. 

In Lowe’s words, the career 
fair is “all about connecting 
our great Husky talent to our 
great employers in this state.” 

While the Fall Career Fair 
is over, the Center for Career 
Readiness provides tools for 
career building through-
out the year. For those who 
couldn’t make the event, ca-
reer.uconn.edu is a resource 
for meeting with career 
coaches, getting resume re-
views, interview tips and free 
professional headshots Mon-
day through Friday during 
operating hours.

UConn students attending the first day of the UConn Career Fair. 
Several companies visited UConn on Tuesday as students looked 
to get jobs and internships.  PHOTO BY BLAKE SKYES, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE 
DAILY CAMPUS
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Grandma, that pic was made by a robot!
During one of my daily doom-

scrolls on TikTok, I caught my-
self doing something embarrass-
ing: the good old Facebook mom 
trick of pinching and zooming 
on a photo. Except this time, it 
wasn’t a blurry casserole recipe 
or a baby photo I was squinting 
at. It was a Polaroid-style shot 
of a celebrity with what looked 
like a random fan. After staring 
at it for far too long, I realized it 
wasn’t real. It was generated by 
artificial intelligence. 

This wasn’t just a one-off 
scroll fail. My social media feeds 
(and I’m assuming yours too) are 
now overflowing with artificial-
ly created images – selfies with 
celebrities, hard launches of re-
lationships that don’t exist, fake 
candid photos – so convincing 
they’re nearly impossible to dis-
tinguish from reality. The scary 
part isn’t only that we’re being 
fooled in the moment.   

It’s that we’re living through a 
complete shift in how the internet 
and social media operate.   

Some call it the Dead Internet 
Theory. This theory is that the 
content we view online isn’t cre-
ated by people anymore, but by 
bots, curated algorithms and now 
AI. And what looks like thou-
sands of people interacting with 
such a post might just be fake AI 
bots made to give the impression 
of a thriving online community. 
Whether you buy into this theory 
or not, the unease of it rings true: 
the human element of the internet 
feels like it’s shrinking. 

Back in 2016, a mere nine years 
ago, I remembered being so en-
thralled by the rise of Lil Miquela, 
a virtual influencer who wasn’t real 
but felt real enough to trick people – 
myself included. Miquela was creat-
ed by software company Brud Inc.    

Miquela looked like any 
other teenager – posting Ins-
tagram selfies, working with 
brands and even beefing with 
other influencers. She was even 
named one of the “Most Influ-
ential People on the Internet” by 
TIME Magazine in 2018.    

At the time, she felt like a nov-
elty, almost futuristic. Now, in 
2025, as AI gets smarter, she feels 
more like a warning.   

What once seemed like a 
quirky experiment has become 
our standard: feeds saturated 
with digital personas, AI images 
and fabricated moments that blur 
reality more seamlessly than Lil 
Miquela ever could.   

This shift reveals something 
bigger. The rise of AI personas 
and synthetic images isn’t just 
a cool trick – it points to how far 
social media has 
drifted from its 
original 
purpose. 
These plat-
forms were 
supposed to 
connect us, give 
access to people 
and perspectives 
we couldn’t reach 
before. But, sad to 
say, the emphasis has 
changed.   

Connection 
is no longer 
the priority; 
attention is. 
It doesn’t 
matter if 
what you’re 
looking 
at is real, 
as long 
as you’re 
looking.   

My 

For You Page on TikTok has 
become somewhat of a case 
study in this change. It’s filled 
with Polaroid-style pictures 
of relationships that never 
happened and celebrities with 
fans from events that never 
took place. These images look 
so authentic that I find myself 
zooming in like a detective 
searching for AI mishaps.   

To be fair, people have always 
photoshopped images online. 
Facetune disasters, Photoshop 
bloopers and over-edited self-
ies are practically internet tra-
ditions. I’ll even admit it: I’ve 
made a couple of clumsy edits 
of myself in a selfie with Harry 
Styles. I’ve also played with AI 
tools like Gemini and ChatGPT, 

curious to see what 
kind of photos I 
could cook up.   

But the 
stark dif-
ference 
now is 

the quality of 
these photos. 
AI-generated 

images are 
no lon-
ger just 
pass-

able – 
they’re 
nearly 
per-

fect. A 
warped 
hand, a 
wonky 

ear or a 
logo filled 

with gibberish 
used to give it away. 
Today, the photos 
are polished enough 
to pass as real. That 

huge jump matters because it 
makes misinformation harder 
to spot if you’re not careful, and 
scams seem to be looming over 
our heads.   

Think about it: We joke about 
our parents getting duped by Face-
book chain posts or sketchy emails. 
But what happens when we’re the 
ones aging into a future where our 
feeds are flooded with flawless 
fake images? Picture 60-year-old 
us, clicking on a post that looks 
like a real friend asking for money, 
or forwarding a picture of a celeb-
rity endorsement that never ex-
isted. The same tools entertaining 
us now could be the reason we’re 
getting scammed later. Honestly, 
it’s kind of funny in a dark way — 
we’ve spent years clowning older 
generations for falling for bad Pho-
toshop, and now AI is setting us up 
to be the punchline.  

Still, the humor wears off quickly. 
The rise of undetectable fake pic-
tures undermines the very point of 
social media. If platforms were de-
signed to connect us to real people, 
what happens when most of what 
we see never existed at all? The in-
ternet starts to feel less like a conver-
sation and more like a simulation.  

Maybe this is the fate of our 
generation: to live in a digital 
landscape where reality and fab-
rication blur until we can’t tell 
the difference. Or maybe it’s a 
warning. If we want to keep the 
connective power of social media 
alive, we’ll need to push for trans-
parency, teach media literacy and 
maybe even rethink our obses-
sion with virality.  

Until then, I’ll keep zooming 
in on TikToks like a suspicious 
Facebook mom — because in 
2025, trusting what you see on-
line feels less like common sense 
and more like a gamble.  

AI

GRAPHIC BY COLBI LORANGER, ASSOCIATE 
MANAGING EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Julia Gillego  |  CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT  |  SHE/HER/HERS  |  julia.gillego@uconn.edu

Stop treating 
geopolitics like 

team sports

With the annual UN General 
Assembly High Level Week in 
New York City coming to a close, 
much attention has been paid to 
geopolitics recently. The week 
brought together leaders from 
across the world under the theme 
“Better Together,” in an effort to 
foster diplomacy and peaceful 
cooperation among nations. This 
year’s assembly has drawn special 
attention for a multitude of rea-
sons. No doubt the most notable 
of those reasons was the walkout 
of dozens of UN delegates during 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s address to the as-
sembly, in protest of Israel’s ongo-
ing genocide in Gaza. Also of note 
was the speech given by Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky, where he addressed the ongo-
ing Russian invasion of Ukraine 
and urged the other countries in 
attendance to continue to offer 
defensive aid to Ukraine and its 
allies. In his speech, he referenced 
the continuous failure of interna-
tional law to address such impe-
rialist atrocities, referencing not 
only its failure to protect Ukraine 
from Russian imperialism, but 
also the similar plight of Palestine, 
Somalia and Sudan.  

These struggles, though differ-
ent in magnitude and type, share 
many characteristics. First, in all 
of these crises, the main victims 
are civilians. People who have no 
way of defending themselves and 
who are in no way at fault for the 
conflict that surrounds them are 
nonetheless the most harmed by 
it. Another common theme is im-
perialism. In the wars in Ukraine 
and Gaza, the conflict is a result 
of one nation believing it has the 
right to steal the land and rule the 
people of another. Despite these 
similarities, however, many peo-
ple, especially online, hold contra-
dictory views on these conflicts. 
The tendency to treat the victims 
of one atrocity with sympathy 
while blaming the victims of an-
other for their own suffering is 
concerningly common.   

Though the clear victims in 
both conflicts are the countries 
being invaded and their civil-
ians murdered, the prevalence of 
geopolitical opinions that seem to 
excuse imperialism on the part of 
one nation while condemning it 
for the other is surprising. There 
are many who understandably 
view the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine as and unjustifiable im-
perialist land grab, while mak-
ing excuses for Israel’s genocidal 
incursion into Gaza. Likewise, 
many who rightfully condemn 
the aforementioned genocide will 
just as soon argue that Russia is 
justified in stealing Ukrainian 
land and killing Ukrainian civil-
ians. Where do these contradic-
tory positions come from? Gener-
ally, it’s well-understood what the 
motivations are behind support 
for imperialism and genocide. 
These range from adherence to 
religious dogma, hyper-national-
ist sentiments or even just simple 
financial interests. In the context 
of adamant opposition to other 
examples of imperialism, how-
ever, these beliefs become harder 
to understand.  

by Sam Garifalos 
CONTRIBUTOR
HE/HIM/HIS

bnw25003@uconn.edu

For more of the story 
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Students converse and take advantage of the cool weather outside of the School of Engineering. The first day of October brings wonderful fall weather to this week to 
Storrs. PHOTO BY ALEX RENZULLI, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Too Loud to Ignore:
UConn and the power of women’s visibility
For years, women have been 

told to stay small, to play quietly, 
to dream modestly and exist with-
in the margins while men took 
center stage. Their ambition was 
dismissed as unbecoming, their 
strength called unfeminine and 
their victories treated as less impor-
tant. And yet, women kept show-
ing up. In classrooms, on courts, in 
newsrooms and boardrooms, they 
built records and legacies that can 
no longer be ignored. Nowhere has 
that quiet defiance found a louder 
amplifier than at UConn. From the 
dominance of women’s basketball 
to the educators trained at Neag, 

to alumni who shape the media to 
those who advocate for equality 
in every sphere, UConn has been 
more than an institution, it has 
been a force for visibility whose 
impact extends beyond champion-
ships and headlines. UConn has 
helped prove that women’s contri-
butions are not side stories, but cen-
tral chapters in athletics, education 
and society itself. 

This article is not intended to be 
a history lecture, but it’s impos-
sible to celebrate progress without 
acknowledging the gaps women 
have had to bridge throughout 
history. Between women’s suf-
frage, the passage of Title IX in 
1972 (a mere 53 years ago), and 
today’s ongoing fight to close the 
wage gap, the story of progress is 
one of transformation, though the 
numbers remind us it remains 
unfinished. Women’s sports still 
receive less than 10% of media cov-
erage, women in the U.S. still earn 
only about 82 cents for every dollar 
earned by men and cultural voices 
like NFL kicker Harrison Butker, 
who told hundreds of graduating 
women their “most important 
title” should be homemaker, re-
veal how entrenched and outdated 
expectations remain. Progress is 

undeniable, but so are the barriers 
that persist. And yet, if progress is 
always unfinished, it is also always 
pushed forward by institutions 
willing to challenge the margins. 
Right here, at the University of 
Connecticut, that push for visibil-
ity has been impossible to ignore. 

If UConn has been a beacon 
of hope for women’s visibility in 
sport, then basketball has been 
the catalyst. With 12 women’s na-
tional titles (compared to the men’s 
six), 24 appearances in the final 
four, and the longest win streak 
in NCAA history (111 consecutive 
winning games), the Huskies have 

done more than dominate, they 
redefined what dominance looked 
like when women were at the cen-
ter. Not only has this team’s suc-
cess forced networks to air prime-
time matchups, filled arenas once 
thought impossible to sell out and 
inspired generations of young girls, 
but it has also provided a direct 
comparison to their male counter-
parts. For the first time we are see-
ing women not only on the same 
playing field (or court), but rather 
surpassing the very standards long 
reserved for men.  

Not only has UConn inspired 
women on the court, field or ice, 
but it has also encouraged them 
to step into sports management, 
education and journalism, spaces 
where their presence has histori-
cally been limited. Through the 
Neag School of Education and the 
visibility created by its champion-
ship programs, UConn has given 
women the tools and the confi-
dence to lead, to teach and to tell the 
stories that matter. In doing so, it 
has created a ripple effect: women 
amplifying each other’s voices 
in boardrooms, classrooms and 
newsrooms. And crucially, UConn 
didn’t just acknowledge woman’s 
athletic success, it made it part of 

the school’s identity. By celebrating 
its women athletes as central to its 
story, UConn has sent a message 
to generations of young girls that 
their place in higher education was 
not only valid, but vital. 

And that influence extends far 
beyond the classroom. UConn’s 
media presence has made its ath-
letes household names. From leg-
ends like Diana Taurasi, Sue Bird, 
Maya Moore, Breanna Stewart 
and Napheesa Collier to today’s 
stars like Paige Bueckers and Azzi 
Fudd, these women are celebrated 
not only for their dominance on the 
court but also for their voices off 

it. They have spoken out for equal 
representation, for racial justice and 
LGBTQ+ rights, proving that vis-
ibility is not just about being seen, 
but about being heard. Their names 
are proudly worn on the backs of lit-
tle girls’ jerseys, transforming idols 
into attainable goals and showing a 
generation that women can be the 
pinnacle of excellence. Even in small 
towns where Friday night football is 
worshipped, where scholarships 
are primarily funneled to men, and 
where female representation re-
mains scarce, UConn’s example has 
shifted the narrative proving that 
greatness is not defined by gender 
but by impact. 

Progress isn’t only measured 
in banners or headlines but in the 
moments when visibility breaks 
through. It’s in the little girl who 
turns on her TV and sees women 
commanding the court, the class-
room or the newsroom and finally 
believes she belongs there too. 
UConn’s impact makes that be-
lief real. It shows us that when the 
world tries to shrink women, the 
answer is not silence but presence. 
To be loud, to take up space, to claim 
the spotlight without apology. That 
is the legacy, and the responsibility, 
UConn has handed us.

by Hannah McClellan  |  CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT  |  SHE/HER/HERS  |  ger24001@uconn.edu

The UConn Huskies defeat the South Carolina Gamecocks to become the 2025 NCAA Tourna-
ment champions on April 6, 2025. The Huskies won with a final score of 82-59 defeating South 
Carolina for the second time this season.

PHOTOGRAPH BY CONNOR SHARP, PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Patrick’s Politics:
ICE and the brutality of Trump’s immigration policy 

Immigration has long been a 
hot-button issue in American poli-
tics. President Donald Trump fa-
mously suggested during his first 
campaign that a wall should be 
built on the southern border to stop 
illegal immigration, and ever since, 
he has made curbing immigra-
tion a central theme of his political 
career. Trump’s second campaign 
emphasized a plan of mass depor-
tation. After his victory in 2024, the 
Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) has set out to do just that, us-
ing Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) to carry out the 
plan. The effects of this twisted vi-
sion of immigration policy have 
created a brutal, violent environ-
ment where the law is secondary to 
the iron fist of power.  

In the first nine months of 
Trump’s presidency, the DHS and 
ICE have been committing sicken-
ing acts of violence against undocu-
mented immigrants and U.S citi-
zens alike. On Sept. 9, ICE agents 
raided the business of 79-year-old 
U.S citizen Rafie Shouhed, claim-
ing that his workers were unau-
thorized. When Shouhed tried to 
approach the agents, he was vio-
lently slammed into the ground and 
suffered broken ribs, deep bruising 
and brain damage. Shouhed was 
arrested and remained in custody 
for 12 hours before his family was 
able to bring him to the hospital.  

Shouhed’s detainment speaks to 
the fact that ICE has rapidly gotten 
out of control. DHS guidelines pro-
hibit the use of excessive force, and 
clearly the elderly Shouhed, who 
has a heart condition, posed little 
threat to the heavily armed agents.  

This case is far from the only one 
where U.S citizens have faced the 
wrath of ICE and DHS. Even elect-
ed officials have not been spared. 
New York City Comptroller Brad 
Lander was grabbed by plain-
clothes ICE agents and arrested 
after he tried to prevent them from 
detaining a migrant who had just 
exited an immigration court.  

The federal government, on a 
wider scale, has been carrying out 
a shadowy and vicious campaign of 
detainment and deportation. Tens 
of thousands of undocumented 
immigrants have been sent to inhu-
mane detention facilities, including 
the notorious Alligator Alcatraz, 
which was specifically built in the 
Florida Everglades to eliminate 
the possibility of detainees trying 
to run away. Almost immediately, 
the facility faced allegations of hor-
rific conditions and punishments, 
including having inmates stand 
outside for hours under the swel-
tering Floridian sun. At the same 
time, the Trump administration 

has deported undocumented im-
migrants back to countries where 
they fled persecution. In addition, 
they have also flown undocument-
ed individuals to countries they 
have never set foot in and have no 
ties to. These flights have often been 
declared illegal by federal judges, 
but the administration has contin-
ued unabated.  

The indiscriminate nature of 
these inhumane actions is deliber-
ate. The government is inflicting 
pain and suffering on purpose — 
the more they strike fear into the 
hearts of immigrants, the more 
they succeed in their mission of 
curbing immigration. 

The way the government has 
carried out arrests in general is also 
abhorrent. Masked agents, often 
in plainclothes and driving un-
marked cars, have been grabbing 
people off the street. At the same 
time, the Supreme Court recently 
ruled that federal officers could 
detain individuals based on racial 
profiling — in a recent operation 
in Chicago, Customs and Border 
Patrol (CBP) commander Gregory 
Bovino said “how they look” would 
help determine whether to arrest 
people or not. This creates a dan-
gerous mix of tactics where people 
face the threat of being violently 
taken away just because of their 
characteristics.  

The government has argued that 
ICE is arresting dangerous crimi-
nals and making America safer by 
getting them off the streets and out 
of the country. In fact, the ICE web-
site has a “worst of the worst” sec-
tion that profiles many of the crimi-
nals they’ve detained. But the larger 
data shows that over 70% of people 
arrested by ICE in the last fiscal 
year have no criminal records. 
Furthermore, out of the undocu-
mented immigrants arrested who 
did have criminal records, only a 
small percentage had committed a 
violent crime. Far from focusing on 
actual criminals, ICE is arresting 
and deporting undocumented im-
migrants seemingly at random. 

 
For more of the story 

visit DAILYCAMPUS.COM
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Droppin’ Dimes: Predicting the top six seeds in the 
NBA Eastern Conference for the 2025-26 season 
by Matt Dimech 
STAFF WRITER
HE/HIS/HIM
rwq24001@uconn.edu 

The Eastern Conference was 
rattled in the 2025 NBA playoffs as 
three of the league’s brightest stars 
tore their Achilles in a two-month 
span. Jayson Tatum, Damian Lil-
lard and Tyrese Haliburton will 
all miss significant time, if they 
can come back at all this season. 
Their absence has disrupted the 
hierarchy of the conference, mak-
ing it very difficult to predict who’s 
going to come out on top.  

But I’m going to try anyways.  
No. 6 Boston Celtics 
In just a year’s time, the Boston 

Celtics went from one of the most 
dominant champions in NBA his-
tory, to people questioning if they 
would even make the playoffs. 
Tatum’s injury and their eventual 
loss in the playoffs this summer 
marked the end of an era for Bos-
ton. The second apron hit the Celt-
ics hard, forcing them to part ways 
with several key players like Jrue 
Holiday and Kristaps Porzingis. 
Jaylen Brown will now have to be 
the first option; which he has nev-
er had to do in his career. While it 
does seem that Tatum is recover-
ing remarkably quickly from his 
injury, it will still be a long time be-
fore we see the five-time All-NBA 
selection on the floor. Despite the 
major roster turnover, the Celt-
ics still have plenty talent in the 
likes of Team USA member Der-
rick White, Sixth Man of the Year 
Payton Pritchard and Anfernee 
Simons. 

No. 5 Milwaukee Bucks 
Giannis Antetokounmpo has 

led Milwaukee Bucks in win 
shares every year since 2016. In 
that same stretch the Bucks have 
yet to miss the playoffs. After los-
ing in game five and being elimi-
nated by the Pacers, the Bucks 
waived Lillard in July, leaving 
many wondering how the Bucks 
will fare in the East. The Bucks 

signed Indiana’s Myles Turner to 
play the five after parting ways 
with Brook Lopez in the off sea-
son. Turner offers an upgrade de-
fensively and can stretch the floor 
to make room for Antetokounmpo 
to attack the basket. Milwaukee 
will likely need to make another 
move at the trade deadline and 
get a real second option to get this 
team over the hump, but having a 
two-time MVP and NBA Cham-
pion on your roster will definitely 
keep you in the mix.  

No. 4 Detroit Pistons 
The Detroit Pistons finished as 

the sixth best team in the East last 
year with a record of 44-38. Cade 
Cunningham took the leap that 
the franchise was hoping for when 

they drafted him in 2021 with the 
No. 1 overall pick, being named to 
the All-NBA third team and lead-
ing the team with 26 points per 
game. Cunningham led the team 
to its first playoff appearance since 
the 2018-19 season, where they 
lost in round one to the Knicks. 
Detroit acquired former Michi-
gan teammates Duncan Robinson 
and Caris Levert in the summer 
to round out their rotation and 
strengthen the team’s ability to 
shoot from three. With the new 
roster editions and a bonafide star 
in Cunningham, the Pistons have 
the chance to establish themselves 
as one of the top teams in the con-
ference. 

No. 3 Orlando Magic 
Despite being without Paolo 

Banchero for a large portion of 
the season last year, the Orlando 
Magic still managed to finish with 
an even .500 record, before los-

ing to Boston in the first round of 
the playoffs. Orlando was the best 
defensive team in the NBA last 
year while simultaneously being 
a bottom five offense in points per 
game. The Magic addressed those 
offensive issues by making a trade 
for Desmond Bane. Bane was a 
near 40% three-point shooter with 
the Memphis Grizzlies last year 
averaging nearly 20 per game. His 
presence on the back court should 
alleviate some of the pressure off 
point guard Jalen Suggs. Should 
this Orlando team stay healthy, 
they will be very dangerous in the 
East.  

No. 2 New York Knicks 
The New York Knicks fired 

head coach Tom Thibodeau this 
summer after making a run to 
the Eastern Conference Finals, 
in a decision that was reportedly 

Week 6 Showdowns: Rivalries, 
rankings, and playoff implications   
by Elliot Koplas
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
ejk23008@uconn.edu  

Following the best week 
so far in college football, we 
move into yet another signifi-
cant week. With many enor-
mous games taking place, the 
hunt for the top continues.  
With the recent change in 
the college football playoffs 
now allowing 12 teams to par-
ticipate, the field may have 
widened, however the fight 
to qualify is still immensely 
competitive.   

The SEC has always been 
a powerhouse of college foot-
ball with the Alabama and 
Georgia dynasties. This week, 
No. 10 Alabama will host un-
defeated No. 16 Vanderbilt in 
a huge SEC rivalry game. In 
last year’s match, Vanderbilt 
not only upset then No. 1 Ala-
bama but also snapped their 
23-game losing streak to the 
Tide, marking their first win 
over a top five ranked oppo-
nent. This game was marked 
as one of the biggest upsets in 
SEC history as the Crimson 
Tide would go on to miss the 
college football playoffs later 
that season. This year, the 
Tide struggled Week 1, fall-
ing short to Florida State on 
the road. Since then, they’ve 
gotten back on track with a 
three-game win streak fol-
lowing a win on the road over 
No. 5 Georgia this past week. 
This top 25-matchup, with 
heavy playoff pressure along 
with rivalry and payback, is 
sure to bring the energy.  

Next, SEC No. 6 Texas A&M 
will host a Mississippi State 
team who just lost a tough 
contest to No. 15 Tennessee in 
overtime. This was Mississip-
pi State’s first loss of the sea-
son putting them at 4-1 over-
all, (0-1) in the conference. 
With a tough SEC schedule 

visiting many top ranked 
schools, another slip up could 
be the difference in falling 
short of the college football 
playoffs. On the other hand, 
Texas A&M will look to build 
their resume and keep their 
undefeated streak alive as 
they prepare for a tough SEC 
schedule. With a tough con-
ference comes tough sched-
ules, and sometimes only 
one slip up is enough to keep 

a team out of the conference 
championship and not qual-
ify for the postseason. This 
requires top ranked teams to 
strive for  perfect seasons if 
they want a chance for a na-
tional championship.   

Another power conference 
that shares this pressure and 
goal for perfection belongs to 
the Atlantic Coast Conference. 
The ACC is home to big foot-
ball names like Clemson, who 

made before the playoffs began. 
The Knicks scrambled to find a 
coach and landed on two-time 
Coach of the Year Mike Brown. 
It will be interesting to see how 
star point guard Jalen Brunson 
plays with a new coach. Brunson 
went from a 16 points per game 
scorer to a true number one option 
and an All-NBA level talent un-
der Thibodeau. The Knicks have 
emerged as the most talented team 
in the conference after the decon-
struction of the Celtics roster. In 
the offseason they bolstered their 
roster with the additions of Mal-
colm Brogdon and Jordan Clark-
son, adding much-needed depth 
they were missing last year.  

No. 1 Cleveland Cavaliers  
After winning a league-best 64 

games last season, the Cleveland 
Cavaliers have positioned them-
selves to have another big year. 
All-NBA first team selection Don-
ovan Mitchell, Defensive Player of 
the Year Evan Mobley and Darius 
Garland who averaged 20 points 
per game (may miss time with in-
jury) make up the nucleus, while 
De’Andre Hunter and Jarrett Al-
len round out the starting five. Not 
only did they return almost all of 
the team’s most important play-
ers, but Cleveland also brought 
in some impact role players in 
free agency. The Cavaliers traded 
Isaac Okoro in exchange for Lonzo 
Ball who returned from injury last 
season and signed Larry Nance Jr. 
to upgrade on the defensive end. 
With Boston knocked down a peg, 
the East should be for the Cavs’ 
taking.  

LOGO BY LILLIAN LAFEMINA, ASSOCIATE 
ARTIST EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUSPHOTO COURTESY OF @CAVS ON INSTAGRAM

controlled most of the confer-
ence in the 2010’s, and Florida 
State who found success in the 
80’s and 90’s. Although Clem-
son has struggled to find their 
spark this year, Florida State 
had seemed to be all gas and 
no breaks. This is until they 
acquired their first loss of the 
season last week on the road 
against unranked Virginia. 
This game had everything 
from last minute touchdowns 

to double overtime ending 
in one of the craziest field 
storms of the year. Although 
this is a slight setback for the 
Seminoles, especially losing 
to an ACC opponent, they are 
gifted with the opportunity to 
take down the No. 3  Miami 
Hurricanes. This in-state ri-
valry is sure to add some heat 
as both teams are fighting for 
the top of the conference and 
a spot in the ACC champion-
ship.   

Ohio State continues to de-
fend their national champion-
ship title after handing Wash-
ington their first loss of the 
season last week. Although 
it was a rough first half with 
Ohio State leading only 7-3, 
they came out of the locker 
room determined to finish the 
job winning by a final score of 
24-6. This game started their 
streak against Big Ten oppo-
nents as the final 8 games of 
the season will all be against 
in-conference rivals. The 
Buckeyes will travel to Min-
nesota this weekend for what 
should be a high intensity 
matchup as Minnesota looks 
to continue their perfect con-
ference play against the No. 1 
team in the nation.   

All of these and much more 
will take place this weekend as 
we head into Week 6 of college 
football. Every game becomes 
increasingly important as the 
march to the national champi-
onship continues and the sea-
son progresses. In-conference 
rivalry games show the great-
est importance as winners of 
each conference are guaran-
teed a spot in the postseason. 
There is still lots of football to 
be played as many teams fight 
for their spots, but no team 
has truly separated them-
selves from the others, ending 
with the question of who has 
what it takes to win the na-
tional championship?

A photo of the Mississipi State cheerleaders at Davis Wade Stadium on Sept. 27, 2025. Mississippi 
recorded their first lost against Tennessee, 41-34.  PHOTO COURTESY OF @HAILSTATEFB ON INSTAGRAM
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Photo of the Day  |  Good luck on midterms

The UConn women’s ice hockey team took on St. Cloud State at the Toscano Family Ice Forum in Storrs, Conn. on Sept. 26, 2025. Despite a lead in the first period, the 
Huskies fell 2-1.  PHOTO BY EMMA MEIDINGER, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

How John Neider broke out as a big 
playmaker for UConn football in 2025 
by Sam Calhoun
STAFF WRITER
HE/HIS/HIM
samuel.calhoun@uconn.edu 

A star has emerged among 
the UConn football team this 
season, and it is again a Con-
necticut native. 

In 2022, running back Vic-
tor Rosa, a Bristol, Conn. na-
tive, broke out on offense for 
the Huskies and scored 11 
touchdowns while splitting 
carries with Devontae Hous-
ton and Nathan Carter.  

This year, it is wide receiver 
John Neider, a Milford, Conn. 
native, who is seeing his hard 
work pay off in his redshirt 
sophomore season at UConn.  

He walked on at UConn as 
a quarterback after winning 
the state’s Gatorade Player of 
the Year honor, after leading 
Jonathan Law High School to 
a 10-2 record during his senior 
year.  

“I really didn’t have [many] 
offers out of high school at 
all,” Neider said. “I was ac-
tually committed to a [Divi-
sion III] school at first, and 
eventually I was kind of like, 
‘I can’t do that.’ So, I kind of 
rolled the dice and I took the 
walk-on spot here.”  

It was at UConn that UConn 
head coach Jim Mora and his 
coaching staff decided to tran-
sition Neider to wide receiver, 
something that Neider said he 
is still developing in.  

“He was a quarterback, 
and a dang good one, and we 
moved him to receiver,” Mora 
said following a 31-25 win 
over Ball State on Sept. 
20. “[Former UConn 
linebacker] Jackson 
Mitchell can tell us, 
a couple years ago, 
he was tearing up 
the defense as a re-
ceiver.”  

Following his 
redshirt season, 
Neider found his 
way onto the spe-
cial teams unit for 
the Huskies during 
the 2024 season. He 
saw action in all 13 
games, where he 
recorded 12 tackles 
total and forced 
a fumble in the 
thrilling win 
over Temple.  

“It’s what 
got me the op-
portunity I’ve 
been getting 
the past few 
weeks,” Nei-
der said on 
his action 
on special 
teams. So, 
I definite-

ly take a lot of pride in that. 
It’s what helped me earn my 
scholarship.”  

However, nothing can com-
pare to the tremendous start 
to the 2025 season that he is 
currently having. While the 
nine receptions for 117 yards 
may not seem incredible, the 
highlight reel plays he has 
made that have put Connecti-
cut in a position to score have 
made him a star among the 
2025 squad.  

“A couple of weeks ago, [my 
wife, Kathy] told me, late at 
night, she said: ‘You should 
get the ball to John Neider 
more. I think he’s a really 
good player,” Mora said. “She 
was right.”  

It started in the second 
week of the season, when 
UConn quarterback Joe 
Fagnano lateraled the 
ball to Neider, who 
found tight end Alex 
Honig wide-open 
in the end zone for 
a 15-yard touch-
down to break a 
scoreless tie at 
Syracuse.  

While the Hus-
kies may have lost 
that game, that was 
only the beginning 
of Neider’s season as 
a key playmaker.  

“People don’t get to 
see it as much as we 
do,” Mora said. “You 

can see it on game day. He’s 
winning opportunities by 
the way that he prepares and 
practices, and then he goes 
out on Saturday and makes 
the plays... He just earns more 
repetitions and further con-
firms what we’ve seen out 
of him since he’s been here, 
which is: he’s very athletic, 
he’s got great hands, great 
concentration, he’s incredibly 
smart, he’s very competitive, 
he’s a hard worker.”  

The following week, a loss 
at Delaware, Neider set new 
career-highs with four catches 
for 60 

yards, headlined by a 29-yard 
diving catch that allowed a 
two-yard rushing touchdown 
by running back Cam Ed-
wards.  

In the win over Ball State on 
Sept. 20, he downed a punt at 
the 1-yard line. However, he is 
more known for his nationally 
recognized play where ESPN 
named Neider’s one-handed 
catch on fourth-and-8 the top 
play of the weekend. That play, 
which brought the Huskies at 
the Ball State 9-yard line, set 
up a 2-yard touchdown catch 
for WR1 Skyler Bell.  

“I came from a smaller 
school, so never really got 

much media attention,” Nei-
der said. “[The recogni-

tion] was rewarding, 
but work’s not done. 

I’m trying to keep 
going.”  

Bell, fourth in 
the nation in re-
ceiving yards, 
has tons of 
praise for Nei-
der and his 
ability to make 
plays whenev-
er needed.  

“ T h a t ’ s 
Money Man 
right there,” 
Bell said. “He’s 

a Swiss Army 
knife; he can 

do it all. Inside, 
o u t s i d e , 

make plays, block, he does the 
whole thing.”  

The pivotal plays did not 
stop there, as Neider reeled 
in a 15-yard catch to convert 
third-and-10 and move deeper 
into Buffalo territory. Fagna-
no was ecstatic about Neider 
finally getting the recognition 
he deserved.  

“My trust for John has al-
ways been there,” he said 
ahead of the game at Buffalo 
last week. “It might be new for 
some people, but it’s not new 
for anybody in this organiza-
tion... He’s been a ball player 
since he’s gotten here.”  

Behind all the spectacu-
lar moments throughout his 
young collegiate career, he has 
dealt with health problems, 
most notably being a type-1 
diabetic.  

“A lot of kids think when 
they’re type-1 diabetics that 
you just can’t play sports 
anymore,” Neider said. “You 
can. It’s just another obstacle 
you have to overcome. It’s not 
something that’s gonna stop 
you.”  

Being a type-1 diabetic, he 
aims to be a role model for 
kids who are dealing with a 
comparable situation to what 
he had to deal with growing 
up.  

“I actually have a couple of 
kids reach out to me or they’ll 
come up to me,” Neider said. 
“They’re shy, they’re young 
kids, but I just try to tell 

them, ‘You could do it,’ like 
‘Don’t let it stop you. It’s 

just another obstacle 
you’re gonna have to 

overcome.”  
Week after week, 

Neider (or as his 
teammates like 
to call him, “Mr. 
Top Shelf”) has 
continued to 
defy the odds 
that are against 
him. He will 
look to make 
more impact-
ful plays for 
the Huskies 
this Saturday 
against Flor-
ida Interna-
tional in Pratt 
& Whitney 
Stadium at 
R e n t s c h l e r 
Field at 3:30 
p.m. on CBS 
Sports Net-
work. 

PHOTO 
COURTESY OF 
@JOHNNEIDER11 
ON INSTAGRAM
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The Weekly Power Play: Florida Panthers 
aim to keep their claws on the cup 
by Nicole Caruso
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
SHE/HER/HERS
nicole.caruso@uconn.edu 

With the NHL regular season 
kicking off next week, the reign-
ing Stanley Cup champions are 
facing challenges in terms of 
losing key players on their team. 
Captain Aleksander Barkov of 
the Florida Panthers is set to 
miss the entirety of the 2025-
2026 season after suffering a 
right knee injury in training 
camp last Thursday. 

The injury came as a result of 
a collision with Panthers defen-
seman Niko Mikkola during a 
training camp practice. Barkov 
successfully underwent ACL 
and MCL surgery on his right 
knee but will be sidelined for 
at least seven to nine months to 

recover. 
This is a monumental 
loss for the Panthers 

who are already 
starting the season 

without their 
assistant cap-

tain Mat-
t h e w 

T k a -

chuk who had surgery to repair 
a torn abductor muscle at the 
end of August.  

The reigning champions for 
the past two seasons owe a lot of 
their playoff wins to both Bar-
kov and Tkachuk. Barkov led 
the Panthers in faceoff wins (84) 
during the playoffs, with Tka-
chuk scoring eight goals across 
the playoffs. Both Barkov and 
Tkachuk are big bodies on the 
ice who consistently make an 
impact on both offensive and 
defensive plays. During the reg-
ular season, Barkov ranked sec-
ond in the team with 71 points; 
contributing 20 goals and 51 as-
sists.  

With two of their star players 
out indefinitely, the Panthers 
will need to rely on their other 
teammates if they want to at-
tempt a three-peat for the Stan-
ley Cup. 

Players to keep an eye on: 
Sam Reinhart 
Reinhart led the Panthers in 

goals scored last regular sea-
son (39) and scored 11 during 
the playoffs. The right winger 
contributed four goals during 
Game 6 of the Stanley Cup fi-
nal, helping Florida clinch the 
trophy for the second year in a 
row. His performance in this 
game tied him with Maurice 

Richard’s record back in 1957 
when it was the last time a 

player scored four goals 
in a Stanley Cup fi-

nal game. It can be 
expected that 

Reinhart ś ice 
time will 

increase, 
and he 

will 

spend 
most of 
his time on 
the top line, 
filling in for fel-
low right winger 
Tkachuk. 

Brad Marchand 
The former Boston Bru-

ins captain joined the Panthers 
last season and made an instant 
impact on the team. Marchand 
scored 10 goals during the play-
offs, including two game win-
ners during the final round. He 
extended his contract with the 
Panthers during the off season 
despite Bruins fans holding out 
hope he would return to Bos-
ton. The 37-year-old left winger 
signed a six-year deal with the 
team with a contract worth $31.5 
million. It would not be surpris-
ing to see the veteran player step 
into a leadership position on the 
team, especially with the loss of 
their captain. 

Sam Bennett 
Bennett was a key player in 

the playoffs for the Panthers, 
leading the team in goals scored 
(15) and setting a record with the 
most goals scored on the road 
during the playoffs (13). As a re-
ward for his accomplishments 
during the post season, Bennett 
was awarded the Conn Smythe 
Trophy for being the most valu-
able player in the playoffs. 

Looking ahead, all eyes are 
going to be on Florida to see if 
they have what it takes to do well 

enough 
d u r i n g 
the regu-
lar season and 
make the play-
offs for a chance at a 
three-time Stanley Cup 
championship. The last 
time a team won three con-
secutive Stanley Cups was the 
New York Islanders from 1980-
1983. Without Barkov and Tka-
chuk, the Panthers will need all 
hands on deck.  

The Florida Panthers begin 
their regular season on Tues-
day at home when they face 
off against the Chicago Black-
hawks. The game is set for 5 p.m. 
and is available on YouTube TV.  

 

Tyler’s Take: Breaking down top surprises from Week 4 of the NFL 
by Tyler Pruneau
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIS/HIM
tyler.pruneau@uconn.edu 

The NFL never fails to sur-
prise its viewers and Week 
4 was no different. Fans wit-
nessed star players suffer sea-
son-ending injuries and referees 
missing controversial penalties. 
In this week’s edition of Tyler’s 
Take, I discuss the most shock-
ing results and standout players 
from Week 4 of the NFL. 

Miami Dolphins (1-3), Sur-
prise: 

The Miami Dolphins cap-
tured their first win of the 2025-
2026 campaign after defeating 
the New York Jets 27-21 on Mon-
day night. Early in the third 
quarter, the Dolphins lost star 
wide receiver Tyreek Hill, who 
sustained a dislocated knee and 
torn ACL.  

This did not stop produc-
tion as tight end Darren Waller 
stepped up. The 33-year-old fin-
ished the day hauling in three 
receptions for 27 yards and two 
touchdowns. Keep in mind, this 
was Waller’s first game since 
retiring from the NFL after the 
2023-2024 stretch.  

In July of the 2025 offseason, 
the Dolphins traded a 2026 
sixth-round pick to the New 
York Giants in exchange for a 
conditional 2027 seventh-round 
pick and Waller. With Hill 
placed on the injured reserve, 
seeing quarterback Tua Tago-
vailoa target the former Las Ve-
gas Raider more should come as 
no surprise. If Waller contin-
ues racking up yards and end-
zone appearances, this could go 
down as one of the most under-
rated trades in the NFL. 

Outside of the tight end, Tago-
vailoa looked more like himself, 
completing 17 of 25 (68%) throws 
for 177 yards and two passing 
touchdowns. In the running 
back room, De’Von Achane 
rushed 99 yards and crossed the 
goal line once. 

The Dolphins travel to clash 
with the Carolina Panthers on 
Sunday at 1 p.m. on Fox. 

Cincinnati Bengals (2-2), 
Underperformed: 

The Cincinnati Bengals lost 

on the road for the second 
straight week, falling to the 
Denver Broncos 28-3. The Ben-
gals’ gunslinger, Jake Brown-
ing, struggled once again, com-
pleting 14 of 25 (56%) passes for 
125. 

The Broncos’ defense denied 
the franchise from moving the 
chains, allowing just nine first 
downs. Additionally, the de-
fense sacked Browning three 
times for a loss of 19 yards. In 
the wideout room, Tee Higgins 
led the team with three catches 
for 32 yards. 

It was clear that wide receiver 
Ja’Marr Chase grew impatient 
with the Bengals, as he argued 
with Head Coach Zac Taylor on 
the sideline. 

“Urgency is there, man, it’s 
just you got to want it,” said 
Chase. “At the end of the day, 

we’ve got to want it. Today, it 
didn’t look like we wanted it,” 
according to ESPN. 

Browning signed a two-year 
contract on April 23, 2024, ex-
tending his Bengals’ career 
through the 2025-2026 season. 
If the 29-year-old’s output con-
tinues spiraling downward, his 
time with the squad could be 
cut short. Currently, Brown-
ing ranks third in the league for 
interceptions with five in three 
matchups. 

The Bengals host the Detroit 
Lions on Sunday, with kickoff 
scheduled for 4:25 p.m. on Fox. 

New York Giants (1-3), Sur-
prise: 

On Wednesday, the Giants’ 
Head Coach Brian Daboll an-
nounced that rookie quarter-
back Jaxson Dart would take 
charge in Sunday’s meeting. 

The 22-year-old secured the Gi-
ants’ first win of the year, top-
pling the Los Angeles Chargers 
21-18. 

In Dart’s NFL debut, he reg-
istered 13 of 20 (65%) passes for 
111 yards and rushed for a 15-
yard touchdown. In the back-
field, first-year running back 
Cam Skattebo helped advance 
the field, plowing through for 79 
yards. 

In the second quarter, the 
franchise lost receiver Ma-
lik Nabers after attempting 
a catch and tearing his ACL. 
This did not ruin the offense’s 
momentum, as Dart connect-
ed with tight end Theo John-
son for six points, extending 
their lead 21-10. 

In the third quarter, Dart 
scared the Giants’ fanbase as he 
exited the contest but returned 

after passing concussion pro-
tocol. Currently, the former Ole 
Miss Rebels’ gunslinger is ques-
tionable with a hamstring in-
jury but is expected to practice. 

Defensively, the team inter-
cepted a pair of quarterback 
Justin Herbert’s throws and 
sacked the former Oregon Duck 
twice for a loss of 17 yards. 

The Giants travel to battle the 
New Orleans Saints on Sunday, 
with kickoff scheduled for 1 
p.m. on CBS. 

New York Jets (0-4), Un-
derperformed: 

The Jets showcased a sloppy 
performance in their 27-21 fall to 
the Dolphins. To start the game, 
the team fumbled on three con-
secutive drives, with two of the 
three turnovers leading to the 
Dolphins scoring. By the begin-
ning of the third quarter, the 
Jets trailed 17-3. 

With less than two minutes 
remaining in the match, quar-
terback Justin Fields nearly 
made the comeback after find-
ing wideout Garrett Wilson in 
the endzone and converting a 
two-point attempt. Wilson end-
ed the day with six receptions 
for 82 yards and a touchdown. 

In Fields’ return from concus-
sion protocol, he registered 20 of 
27 (74.1%) passes for 226 yards 
and a 43-yard rushing touch-
down.  

Despite the referees missing 
several crucial calls in favor of 
the Jets, the early self-inflicted 
wounds prevented them from 
reaching their full potential. 

The Jets return to MetLife 
Stadium on Sunday to host 
the Dallas Cowboys. Kickoff is 
scheduled for 1 p.m. on Fox. 

 

 

 

Panthers’ captain Barkov, 
victoriously holds up trophy 
after Stanley Cup win. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF @BARKOVSASHA ON 
INSTAGRAM

Tyreek Hill in game, pointing out to the sky. Hill sustained multiple injuries including a dislocated 
knee and multiple torn ligaments.  PHOTO COURTESY OF @MIAMIDOLPHINS ON INSTAGRAM
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Lato's Lens: Week 5’s  Biggest Upsets, Top Performances, 
and a Must-See Matchup in College Football 

by Tyler Lato
STAFF WRITER
HE/HIS/HIM
tyler.lato@uconn.edu 

After a down week, college 
football is finally back to mid-
season form. From the jaw-
dropping upsets to the stellar 
performances by many, to the 
chaos that shakes up the play-
off picture, last week delivered 
everything that college football 
fans desire and then some.  

Here are Week 5’s stunning 
upsets and top performances, 
coupled with the upcoming La-
to’s Lens Game of the Week. 

Biggest Upsets 
No. 17 Alabama 24, No. 5 

Georgia 21 
Since the retirement of Nick 

Saban, the No. 17 Alabama 
Crimson Tide has become one 
of the most scrutinized pro-
grams in all of college football. 
Saban’s replacement, Kalen De-
Boer, recorded a 9-4 season in 
his first year at the helm of the 
program, which was unsatis-
factory for the Crimson Tide 
faithful. Coupled with a loss 
to Florida State in their sea-
son opener, this 2025 Alabama 
team was full of uncertainties 
heading into their Week Four 
matchup against No. 5 Georgia 
in Athens. 

But for the second year in a 
row under DeBoer, the Tide 
came through, defeating the 
Bulldogs 24-21. Quarterback Ty 
Simpson led the way for Ala-
bama on offense, completing 24 
of his 38 passes for two touch-
downs through the air while 
adding another touchdown on 
the ground. Also, Alabama’s 
defense stunted the Bulldogs’ 
aerial attack, holding star quar-
terback Gunner Stockton to just 
130 passing yards. 

With that said, this might not 
be the last time these two fabled 
teams see each other. A rematch in 
the SEC Championship game or in 
the College Football Playoff would 
certainly be a sight to behold. 

No. 13 Ole Miss 24, No. 4 
LSU 19 

Landry Kiffin, the daughter 
of Ole Miss head coach Lane 
Kiffin, made headlines last 
week for hard launching a re-
lationship with LSU star line-
backer Whit Weeks, just days 
before her dad’s marquee home-
stand against No. 4 LSU. 

But Lane’s Rebels persisted 
despite the off-field controversy, 
exhausting the highly talented 
LSU defense led by Weeks to an 
eventual 24-19 defeat over the 
Tigers. Ferris State (NCAA Di-
vision II) transfer quarterback 
Trinidad Chambliss dazzled 
in the No. 13 Rebels’ victory. 
His 385 all-purpose yards and 
one touchdown pass were just 
what the Rebels needed to out-
duel Heisman Trophy hopeful 
Garrett Nussmeier. The victory 
boosts Ole Miss into the College 
Football Playoff conversation 
and solidifies them as a legiti-
mate SEC title contender. 

Virginia 46, No. 8 Florida 
State 38 

Of all the games this week, 
Virginia upsetting No. 8 Flori-
da State caught me the most off 
guard. 

Before the matchup, it ap-
peared as if the Seminoles 
would cruise to the ACC title 
game after their home-opening 
win over Alabama, especially 
with the addition of Boston 
College transfer quarterback 
Thomas Castellanos. 

Virginia, however, simply out-
played the Seminoles in multiple 
facets of the game during their 
double-overtime victory. Despite 
throwing three interceptions, 
Chandler Morris accounted 
for five total touchdowns, two 
through the air and three on the 
ground. Defensive back Ja’Son 
Prevard intercepted a Castellanos 
pass in the back of the end zone to 
seal the upset win for the Cava-
liers. The victory gives Virginia a 
ranking (24) within the Top 25 for 
the first time since 2019. 

Top Performances 
Chris Freeman, PK (UConn) 

drilled the game-winning 44-
yard field goal with 11 seconds 
left, propelling UConn to a 20-
17 away victory over Buffalo. 

Dante Moore, QB (Oregon) 
threw for 248 yards and three 
touchdowns, tacking on anoth-
er 35 rushing yards in the No. 6 
Ducks’ overtime defeat of No. 3 
Penn State in the Nittany Lions’ 
famous White Out game. 

Dillon Thieneman, DB (Or-
egon) intercepted a Drew Allar 
pass in overtime to seal the 30-
24 victory against Penn State. 

Jerimiyah Love, RB (Notre 
Dame) accounted for four total 
touchdowns, two rushing and 
two receiving, in the No. 22 
Fightin’ Irish’s 56-13 trounce 
of Arkansas. 

Lato’s Lens Game of the 
Week 

No. 16 Vanderbilt at No. 
10 Alabama – Saturday 3:30 
p.m. at Bryant-Denny Sta-
dium (Tuscaloosa, Ala.) 

We all know what happened 
last year. 

Fresh off a stunning vic-
tory over Georgia, Alabama 
developed a serious case of 
“winner’s hangover,” losing to 
then-unranked Vanderbilt for 
the first time since 1984. That 
defeat arguably knocked the 
Crimson Tide out of playoff 
contention, a truly odd year for 
the program. 

But little has changed this 
season for the undefeated 
Commodores. Now ranked No. 
16 and led by veteran quarter-
back Diego Pavia, Vanderbilt 
is vying for a College Football 
Playoff berth for the first time 
in the CFP era. 

With a road trip to Tusca-
loosa looming, head coach 
Clark Lea and the Commo-
dores are seeking their sec-
ond straight win over Ala-
bama, this time against a 
much hungrier Crimson Tide 
team out for vengeance. 

Virginia Cavaliers celebrating victory against Florida State Seminoles. The Cavaliers won 46-38.  PHOTO COURTESY OF @UVAFOOTBALL ON INSTAGRAM
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