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BUDGET PROPOSAL WOULD INCREASE
HARGE, FREEZE TUITION

HOUSING C

Reka Wrynn, the interim vice president for finance at the University of Connecticut. Wrynn presented the 2026-27 fee proposal for UConn on Wednesday, Nov. 19,

and Thursday, Nov. 20
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by Kevin Guinan
STAFF WRITER
HE/HIM/HIS
keg21003@uconn.edu

A 2.75% increase to the
lowest housing rate was pro-
posed alongside a tuition

f freeze during a budget town
E hall for the 2026-27 academic
i year on Wednesday, Nov. 19.
The interim vice presi-
dent for finance, Reka
t Wrynn, presented the fee
t proposal for the University
of Connecticut virtually on
i Wednesday and in-person
l at the Konover Auditorium
on Thursday, Nov. 20. Both
meetings had a small turn-
out of less than 10 students.
“We are not planning to

propose an increase to tuition
for the second year in a row, so
that we can ensure that UConn
remains an economic value for
our students and their fami-
lies,” said Wrynn.

The proposal comes with
what Wrynn said were mini-
mal increases on other fees.

Mandatory fees, as opposed
to tuition, are the rates pro-
posed to increase next aca-
demic year, according to the
meeting slides. Under this
plan, students will pay more
for Student Health and Well-
ness, infrastructure mainte-
nance, transit, technology and
student activity fees.

The technology fee is the
largest potential increase in

mandatory fees, with an ex-
tra $84 allocated for high-tech
technology in classrooms,
Blackboard service, Micro-
soft 365, wireless connectivity
across campus and other IT
needs, according to Wrynn.

“We have received tremen-
dous feedback about this pro-
gram,” Wrynn said about the
technology fee.

Wrynn added that technol-
ogy ranked highest among
students who rated the impor-
tance of university operations
in a survey sent on Aug. 25.

The infrastructure mainte-
nance fee received the second
highest proposed increase of
$68, which Wrynn said will
address the current $1.55 bil-

A budget proposal for the 2026-27 academic year suggests a tuition freeze but higher
housing rates. Reka Wrynn, the interim vice president for finance at the University of
Connecticut, presented the proposal on Wednesday, Nov. 19, and Thursday, Nov. 20.
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lion UConn has in deferred
maintenance.

The ability of the $68 raise in
the fee to reduce the $1.55 bil-
lion backlog UConn has in de-
ferred maintenance is current-
ly unknown, according to Eric
Kruger, the vice president for
facility services and university
planning.

“IDeferred maintenance] is
not an uncommon problem that
universities deal with when
trying to keep up with aging
infrastructure,” Kruger said.

Preventative = maintenance
funded by the fee will help de-
crease operation expenses, ac-
cording to the meeting slides.

An increase to the trans-
portation fee comes after the
contract between UConn and
Windham Regional Transit
District was raised by infla-
tion and the rising cost for bus
drivers, according to the pre-
sentation. Wrynn said regional
students will see a less drastic
change of $12 instead of $42 un-
der the plan because regional
campuses receive less service.

Housing was among the
largest budget increases with
a 2.75% proposed raise to the
lowest cost plan, Rate 1, accord-
ing to the town hall. The cheap-
est plan will grow $222 with a
final cost of $8,288 if the budget
is passed.

The only change to housing
rates included in the proposal
was raising the cheapest rate.
Changes to the other, more ex-
pensive, housing rates are cur-
rently unclear, according to
Vice President of Student Life
and Enrollment Nathan Fuerst.

“It’s an ongoing process of
looking at the rate schedule and

adjusting rates to align with §
amenities,” said Fuerst when |
asked about other potential
housing rate increases.
Wrynn added that the §
2.75% adjustment is below
the overall inflation sur- }
rounding the housing mar- §
ket. 4
While only one housing §
plan increase was men-
tioned during the meeting, &
all the dining rates are pro- ¢
posed to increase under the .}
budget.
The cheapest “custom
plan” is proposed to in- _
crease $176 for a total of
$6,538. The “value plan” §
in the middle of the three §
choices has a $186 increase |
for a total of $6,896, accord- §
ing to the meeting slides.
The fee proposal reserved §
the highest increase of $194 §
for the “ultimate plan” which §
is the most expensive op- §
tion. If the budget passes, the
plan would go from $7,028 to -
$7,222. '
The general university fee
was the only mandatory fee 3
to remain unchanged accord- 3
ing to the fee proposal. It is §
the largest bill UConn man- ¢
dates and covers a wide va-
riety of campus services like #
the marching band, cultural
centers, Department of Stu- 3
dent Activities and more.
The board of trustees will 4
meet on Dec. 3 to review and '
approve the budget proposal
for the academic year 2026- }
27. Students can email bud-
get@uconn.edu with any
questions and input that they
have about the budget pro-
posal. '
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With the semester coming
to an end at the University of]
Connecticut, many students

News

giving break, while many will
For Friday, Nov. 21, all dining
From Saturday, Nov. 22, to

ner swipe on the days they sign

Wednesday, Nov. 26, and Fri-

dining services will be closed.

7:15 p.m.

boiled eggs and options like

chicken bowls, grilled lem-

spice sweet potato curry with

Union shops. For Friday, Nov.

p-m., Earth, Wok and Fire is

on Friday.

is open from 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

on Sunday, Nov. 30, but from

For dinner, from 4:00 to 7:15

- stay on campus.
According to the UConn din-
ing website, not all dining halls
will be open throughout break.
- - So where can students eat dur-
a n s Iv I n ri 2 halls will be open for breakfast
and lunch. For dinner, only
South, North and McMahon
Saturday, Nov. 29, anyone with
a residential meal plan who
has signed a meal form will get

up for.

On Saturday, Nov. 22, only
South dining hall is open,
day, Nov. 28, to Saturday, Nov.
29, only McMahon dining hall
is open. For Thursday, Nov.

For Thanksgiving break,
breakfast is from 7 to 9:30 a.m.,
lunch is from 11 a.m. to 2:15

According to the McMahon
dining menu, some of the op-
tions for most breakfasts are
French toast and chocolate
chip pancakes.

For lunch, some of the op-
on pepper chicken and BBQ
chicken.

For dinner, options include
rice and corn and black bean

UConn dining Halls will have altered schedules during Thanksgiving salad
break. Meals plans will resume on Sunday, Nov. 30. y .

Also open during Thanks-
21, the Union Street Market
and The Coop are open from
11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Market
open from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and
SAMBAZON is open from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. The cafes are all

On Nov. 24 and 25, the Union
Street Market is open from
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. On Nov.

On Sunday, Nov. 29, the
Union Street Market is open
from 3 to 9 p.m. and the Mar-

Husky Harvest Food Pantry
will only be open on Tuesday,
Nov. 25, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
8 to 10:30 a.m., only South
will be open. From 10:30 a.m.
to 2:15 p.m., brunch will be
p-m., all the dining halls will

be back open, and Northwest
and South will be open until

02 Th@@ﬂﬂlhjcamvm Friday, November 21, 2025 e DailyCampus.com
will head home for Thanks-
ing Thanksgiving break?

by Alex Klancko | CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT | HE/HIM/HIS | Ivb24001@uconn.edu will be open from 4 to 7:15 p.m.
one breakfast, lunch and din-
and from Sunday, Nov. 23, to
27, which is Thanksgiving, all
p-m. and dinner is from 4 to
oatmeal, scrambled eggs, hard
tions are pizza, Nashville hot
chicken meuniere, pumpkin

PHOTOGRAPHS BY BY NATHAN GALIGINAO, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS giving break are the Student
Café is open from 7 a.m. to 4
open from 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
24 through 26, the Market Café
ket Café and SAMBAZON are
All meals plans will resume
held at Northwest and South.
10 p.m.
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Wednesda
Wrap up for the Fall Semester

by Thaddeus Sawyer
STAFF WRITER

HE/HIM/HIS
thaddeus.sawyer@uconn.edu

Dr. Henry Snow gave a talk
on the afternoon of Wednes-
day, Nov. 19, about the signifi-
cance of Black Americans in
dock work prior to the Ameri-
can Revolution and their role
in spurning the start of the

war.

Snow’s talk, entitled “‘Pos-
terity Will Curse My Memory’:
Enslaved Sailors, Terrified
Merchants, and the Making
of Rhode Island’s Revolution,”
was the third and final of a se-
ries of talks given in the base-
ment of Walter Childs Wood
Hall during the Fall 2025 se-
mester. The free events were

sponsored by the UConn His-
tory Department.

“The goal here basically is
to look at the relationship be-
tween the Revolution and the
abolition of the slave trade
and ultimately slavery,” said
Snow. “What I'm particularly
interested in here is the rela-
tionship between revolution,
abolition, and a mechaniza-

Dr. Henry Snow, an adjunct professor at UConn in the history department, recently wrapped
up the Wood Hall lecture series on Wednesday, Nov. 19. Snow gave a lecture on the significance
of Black Americans in dock work prior to the American Revolution.
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tion, as interconnected labor
development.”

“Dr. Henry Snow
gave a talk on
the afternoon

of Wednesday,

Now. 19, about the
significance of

Black Americans

in dock work prior
to the American
Revolution and their
role in spurning the
start of the war.”

Snow is an adjunct profes-
sor at UConn in the history
department who received his
Ph.D. from Rutgers. Snow
has written two books, both
of which are still in the pub-
lishing process. The second of
those two books that will be
released, “Enemies of Order:
Labor and Power at the Atlan-
tic Dockside,” was the focus of
the lecture.

While the event was sparse-
ly attended, with about 10 to
15 people in total, those who
did show up stayed engaged
throughout the entirety of the
hour-long presentation.

Snow  concisely moved
through his information at a
rapid pace. Topics that Snow
touched on included Black
people’s roles in revolution-
ary protesting as members of
interracial groups, Black ex-
ploitation in dock work and
how this impacted the Atlan-
tic Slave Trade. A particular
focus was placed on the town
of Newport, R.1.

“Colonial Newport was not

Wood Hall Lectures

so much a space between land
and sea as it was a part of the
sea that happened to be dry
enough for humans to inhabit
it,” said Snow. He also men-
tioned the fact that Newport’s
size meant that many differ-
ent classes lived in close prox-
imity to one another.

The only interruption came
when a low power notification
appeared on his slideshow.
Minutes later, the computer
that they were borrowing to
display the slides ran out of
battery.

“While the event
was sparsely
attended, with
about 10 to 15 people
in total, those who
did show up stayed
engaged throughout
the entirety of
the hour-long
presentation.”

“It said your battery is low,
but I figured usually you have
a little bit of time after that,”
said Snow in a humorous tone
as he and the organizers of the
talk worked quickly to correct
the problem.

It was smooth sailing after
that, with Snow closing out
his presentation with no fur-
ther interruptions and pro-
ceeding to open the floor to
questions.

“The important body of
work on Black Americans’
presence in the revolution
needs to be a foundation for
new work analyzing their
causal significance in it,”
Snow said.

UCHI FELLOW'’S TALK: THE
UNDERREPRESENTED MIGRATORY
DREAMS OF GHANAIAN STUDENTS

by Elijah Polance
STAFF WRITER
HE/HIM/THEY/THEM
elijah.polance@uconn.edu

When you think about im-
migrants traveling to western
nations, you might assume
that it is to permanently re-
settle amidst conflict in their
home countries and to find
economic stability. But Fu-
milayo Showers, an assis-
tant professor of sociology
and Africana studies at the
University of Connecticut,
believes these conceptions
overlook critical parts of the
migrant experience.

Showers gave a talk on her
research about migrant aspi-
rations as part of the UConn
Humanities Institute (UCHI)
Fellow’s Talk program on
Wednesday, Nov. 19. Her
presentation was fol-
lowed by a response
by Anna  Mae
Duane, the di-
rector of UCHI
and an Eng-
lish profes-
sor.

Show-
ers’ research
focused on
work she did in
Ghana in 2018,
where she inter-
viewed 38 medical
students with the
inclination to
travel outside
the coun-
try. By

hearing their stories, she
found trends about their
goals and reasons for want-
ing to migrate.

“These imagined futures
entailed dreams of migrating
to countries like the United
States only temporarily, to
develop their human and so-
cial capital, enact cosmopoli-
tan desires and to return to
Ghana,” Showers said. “[It
is] contrary to popular un-
derstandings of African mi-
grants as feverishly leaving
at all costs in search of a bet-
ter life.”

When it comes to underly-
ing factors driving migration,
Showers focused on the idea
of Afropolitanism. Show-
ers described this concept
as “cosmopolitanism with
African roots” and
“the many ways in
which  Africans
or people
m of Afri-
can ori-
gin un-
der-
stand
them-
selves
as be-
ing part
of  the
world
rather
t h an
being
apart.”

Dr. Fumilayo Showers, an assistant professor of sociology and
Africana studies at the University of Connecticut. Dr. Showers
gave a lecture as part of the UCHI Fellow’s Talk on Wednesday,

Nov. 19.
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Showers built on the idea
with her own concept of the
“Afropolitan Imaginary.” She
said the term refers to the
migratory and Afropolitan
desires of students in Africa
who are interested in travel-
ling outside the continent,
even if they do not have the
resources to do so.

“The Afropolitan Imagi-
nary therefore references the
constellation of ideas, images,
messages, mediascapes, be-
lief systems, material objects
and actions that celebrate un-
fettered physical movement,
social mobility [and] cultural
equity as integral to a modern
global African identity and
that shape individual desires
and aspirations regardless of
capability,” Showers said.

Showers shared specific
quotes from the interviews,
breaking down what these
students said and how it con-
nects to her research. One of
the points she made was that
the students she focused on
had goals for temporary trav-
el, not permanent residence
in their desired destination.

“Evident in this statement
is the recurring theme that
going abroad was essential
to develop human and social
capital,” she said about a par-
ticular interview quote. “In
the words of this informant,
not only will his migration
be temporary, but it will pave
the way for repeated travel as
well.”

Duane followed the talk
with a response that com-
mended Showers for the talk
and how her research exam-
ines and reveals global con-
nectivity.

“You’re showing us re-
ally how powerfully media
escapes,” Duane said. “Hip-
hop, internet searches, friend
stories, social media, create
what you call a constellation
of ideas, images, messages

[and] Dbelief systems that
make global mobility feel si-
multaneously close and es-
sential.”

Duane also presented a few
questions for Showers, which
kicked off the Q&A session.
One of Duane’s questions fo-
cused on whether Showers
was able to follow up with
the students she worked with
and migration they might
have done.

Showers said she has not
been able to follow up with
the Ghanaian students she
worked with. She said she is
working on a book about this
research and her 2018 find-
ings are more preliminary.
She plans on a more thorough
exploration that will fol-
low one group of Gha-
naian students in
their first stage of
clinicals and an-
other group of
students in their
final stage of
clinicals, focus-
ing on their mi-
gratory goals.

Afterwards,
Shower responded”
to a mix of differ-#
ent ques-
tions
at-

tendees in the room, which
went deeper into her research
findings and how things have
changed from 2018 to 2025.

Laura Wagner, a first-
semester pursuing a dual
degree in economics of sus-
tainable development and
management, along with art
history, said she came to the
talk to learn more about im-
migration. She said she liked
getting to learn more about
Afropolitanism and migrant
culture, since they are newer
topics for her.

“I'm half Vietnamese and
my mom has always lived in
the US, but she definitely has
some of that... idea like, ‘Oh
it’s good to go abroad and it’s

good to come back and
. further your knowl-
edge and then come
back to the coun-
try and do your

most work,”
Wagner said.
“[The talk]
framed the
knowl edge
llike migration
and brain

drain, it deep-
ened my knowl-
edge.”

Anna Mae Duane, the director of the University of Connecticut
Humanities Institute (UCHI). Dr. Fumilayo Showers gave a lecture
as part of the UCHI Fellow’s Talk on Wednesday, Nov. 19.
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Just Leave It

Welcome back to Bird-
brained Science! After dis-
cussing odd animal-derived
substances last week (for
now), we're going back to
natural phenomena for this
edition.

A few weeks ago, we talked
about what’s going on when
leaves don’t fall. Today, I'm
going to talk about what hap-
pens after they do.

If you grew up with a sub-
stantial yard in New Eng-
land, you might have memo-
ries of your parents raking
up leaves into large piles
and then jumping into them
(or, in my case, jumping in
and then being disappointed
that it was kind of just cold
and slimy and not as fun as
you’d thought it’d be). You
also might have memories
of your parents putting all
those lovely leaves into black
garage bags and then tossing
them out. And you probably
didn’t think anything of it
— after all, they’re just dead
leaves, right?

And yeah, they kind of are
— in the same way that your
house might just be dead
wood. Lots of little critters
make their homes in what’s
referred to as “leaf litter”
— a layer of fallen leaves,
twigs and other organic bits
and bobs. Leaf litter, espe-
cially during the winter, is a
hotspot of activity and holds
an important ecological role
for lots of organisms. There

are lots of different kinds of
little guys that spend time
in leaf litter, such as bacte-
ria and fungi. There are also
lots of invertebrates (meaning
that they have no spine) in the
litter, such as firefly larvae,
spiders, earthworms, snails,
millipedes, beetles, bees and
moths. These creatures hang
out in the leaves, taking on
various different forms. For
instance, the Luna moth
spends its winters in cocoons
hiding among the leaf piles.
Lots of other different butter-
flies and moths lay their eggs
in the litter. Tardigrades (also
known as water bears) take
the form of eggs and cysts (a
tough outer shell) when living
in leaf litter.

Different creatures in the
litter also partake in differ-
ent activities. For example,
worms, snails and millipedes
actually eat some of the lit-
ter, which breaks it down
into smaller pieces. Smaller
pieces of leaf litter are easi-
er for bacteria and fungi to
break down into chemicals
and minerals like nitrogen,
calcium and sulfur, which
are used to nourish trees and
other plants.

On the larger side of things,
bigger animals (with back-
bones) also have uses for leaf
litter. Salamanders, mice,
snakes, turtles and toads rely
on litter to both hide from
predators and to find food.
Even larger animals, like

birds and larger mammals,
will visit leaf litter to eat the
smaller vertebrates in return.
So, leaf piles are pretty much
entire circles of life, taking
place right in your backyard.
Nearly every kind of organ-
ism you can think of — ver-
tebrates, invertebrates, trees,
fungi, bacteria and more —
benefits from leaf litter.

The bottom line for today:
pay attention to where you
step. You never know what
worlds could be hiding right
underneath your feet.

Also, consider doing your
neighborhood crawlies a fa-
vor and leaving the leaves out.
You don’t have to leave them
exactly where they fell — you
can rake them into big piles
onto the edges of your lawn,
but please don’t throw them
out. Because, really, what are
lawn aesthetics against the
potential of life?

%
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ILLUSTRATION BY COSETTE ELLIS, STAFF ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

by Gabrielle Wincherhern
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
THEY/SHE
gabrielle.wincherhern@uconn.edu

Leaves resting on the ground. Leaf litter is a hotspot of activity and holds an important ecological role for lots of organisms.
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“HIGH HORSE: THE BLACK COWBOY”
GETS A HIGH RATING

by Thaddeus Sawyer
STAFF WRITER

HE/HIM/HIS
thaddeus.sawyer@uconn.edu

The Jordan Peele docuseries
“High Horse: The Black Cow-
boy” was released on Thursday,
Nov. 20, with all three episodes
of the series now available for
streaming on Peacock. The
main focus of the series is un-
covering the truth behind the
famed American cowboy image
that has been whitewashed for
over half a century.

]
“The main focus
of the series is
uncovering the
truth behind the
famed American
cowboy image
that has been
whitewashed
for over half a
century.”

“The proper term for the
white cowhand was ‘cow-
hand,”” said rapper Bun B, who
appeared in the show. “The
proper term for the Black cow-
hand was ‘cowboy’ because
boy obviously meant lesser.”
Early origins discussed include
the connection in slaves being
brought from Senegal specifi-
cally for their skills as horse-
men.

It was later “White America”

that adopted the idea of a cow-
boy into the masculine symbol
of a sharpshooting white man
on a horse, completely erasing
the existence of Black cowboys
from popular culture.

One example is Clayton
Moore’s Lone Ranger. That
character was based on Bass
Reeves, the first Black deputy
U.S. Marshal. According to the
show, legend has it that Reeves
arrested over 3,000 outlaws
and shot and killed 14 without
ever sustaining a gun wound.

The Marlboro Man, created
by British company Phillip
Morris & Co., is another ex-
ample given in the show of a
character meant to symbolize
American masculine culture
adopted from the whitewash-
ing of the American cowboy.

Peele has a sit-down in front
of acamera, where he discussed
how his critically acclaimed
horror film “Nope” was meant
to talk about the illusion that
Hollywood has created about
America’s past. Peele also talks
about how the first series of
photographs put together to
make a film was a two-second
video of an unknown Black
jockey on a horse.

“This is the first movie star
and we don’t know who he is,”
said Peele. “That to me was the
horror story at the center of
‘Nope.”

One part of episode one that
hits especially close to home is
when Peele shifts his focus to
the urban setting of Hartford,
Conn.

“One day, two little boys ran
up to us and said, ‘Lady, is that

a horse? Is that a real horse?,”
said Patricia Kelly, the CEO of
Ebony Horsewoman in Hart-
ford. “I was like, ‘Oh my god,
we have to do something about
this.”” Kelly said that the Black
youth that she works with don’t
know about their own history
due to the image of the white
cowboy that protrudes on
American pop culture.

|
“One part of
episode one that
hits especially

close to home is

when Peele shifts
his focus to the
urban setting of
Hartford, Conn.”

“They have to be erased,”
said Kelly of the image of white
cowboys in the heads of the
youth. Episode one is a detailed
collection of factually based ar-
guments that describe how the
Black cowboy was erased from
American culture through ap-
propriation in Hollywood.

Episodes two and three cover
the topics of stolen land in the
west and the appropriation of
country and western music by
white artists such as Elvis Pre-
sley. Overall, episode one is an
entertaining presentation of
hard-hitting information while
also serving as a basis for the
rest of the series.

4.2/5 Stars

N PEELE anp

A poster of “High Horse: The Black Cowboy”. The docuseries,
produced by Jordan Peele, aired on Thursday, Nov. 20.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MOVIE.MAGICWITHBRIAN ON INSTAGRAM.

*The Mighty

Nein’ Tells

D&D=Inspired Tale

by Alex Klancko
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
Ivb24001@uconn.edu

“The Mighty Nein” isan Ama-
zon Prime TV show released on
Wednesday, Nov. 19, by animat-
ing company Titmouse (whose
credits include “Haunted Ho-
tel” and “Everybody Still Hates
Chris”). The show follows seven
very powerful adventurers try-
ing to stop a war from breaking
out between the Dwendalian
Empire and the Kryn Dynasty.

“The Mighty Nein” is an ac-
tion-packed fantasy animated
series based on the second Dun-
geons and Dragons campaign
run by the web series “Critical
Role.” “Critical Role” also made
another animated series on
its first D&D campaign called
“The Legend of Vox Machina.”

“Critical Role’s” web series
has hosted four different cam-
paigns in total, with the fourth
still ongoing. The first three
campaigns were led by Dun-

-

geon Master Matthew Mercer
and played by Ashley Johnson,
Travis Willingham, Marisha
Ray, Taliesin Jaffe, Sam Riegel,
Liam O’Brien and Laura Bailey.
The fourth campaign is being
led by “Dropouts” star Bren-
nan Lee Mulligan. Bailey, Jaffe,
Johnson, Mercer, O’Brien, Ray,
Riegel and Willingham all voice
their own characters in the
show.

Episode one of “The Mighty
Nein” revolves around the
Kryns Luxon beacon being sto-
len by mysterious thieves. The
stolen beacon is the reason the
Kryns Queen, Empress Ley-
las Koryn, wants to start a war
with King Bertrand and the
Dwendalian Empire.

Episode one is action-packed
at the start, engaging the watch-
er with a major fight and chase
scene. The rest of the episode
isn’t as loaded as the first couple
of minutes, but the plot is very
easy to follow. The pace for epi-
sode one is also good, not mov-

ing too fast or too slow through
the scenes and giving time for
viewers to take in each detail.
The characters are also really
fun and show a lot of depth from
the start.

“The Mighty Nein” gives
enough information about the
characters to get a slight grasp
of their shtick but not enough
to know everything about them,
leaving room for viewers to
grow with the characters.

Episode two introduces Fjord
Stone and Jester Lavorre into
the plot. It has a great plot and
balances introducing the new
characters and checking back
in on the old characters. The
opening scene of episode two
is really fun, specifically the
scene where Marion Lavorre,
Jester’s mom, performs on stage
while Jester keeps the rest of
the show together. Just like epi-
sode one, the animation style
is very pleasing to the eyes and
the storytelling makes sense. It
doesn’t give too much detail so

“The Mighty Nein” is a fantasy animated series based on the second Dungeons and Dragons
campaign run by the web series “Critical Role”. The show’s first three episodes released on

Wednesday, Nov. 19.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LVMANDM9YONPRIME ON INSTAGRAM.

that viewers are confused while
providing enough detail where
you aren’t wondering what is
going on.

The pace in episode three is a
little bit faster than the previous
two episodes but is still done in
a way that’s not too fast to keep
up with. The storytelling, just
like the previous episodes, is
high-quality. From the backsto-
ries of characters to the events
so far, everything makes sense.
The storytelling makes it so you
get everyone’s point of view and
backstory in simple bite-sized
pieces. The scenes for certain
characters aren’t too long and
aren’t too short. Just like the
first two episodes, the anima-
tion is superb, as the characters
and background have a lot of
detail, making it an engaging
watch

The first three episodes of
“The Mighty Nein” are an en-
joyable viewing experience. The
storytelling is well assembled
and provides a lot of informa-

tion, but not enough to make
watching the show daunting or
confusing. The animation style
is really nice thanks to the in-
clusion of a lot of detail in the
background and characters and
is very pleasing to the eyes. The
pace is really well done, with
there not being many dull mo-
ments in the show.

In addition to its new show,
“Critical Role” is currently air-
ing its fourth campaign for
Dungeons and Dragons on
Twitch, YouTube and Beacon
on Thursdays at 7 p.m. Pacific
Time. “Critical Role” also has
a life show called “Echoes of
Exandria” and it has shows
upcoming in Atlanta, Berlin,
Edinburgh, London and Fort
Worth.

“The Mighty Nein” is releas-
ing one episode a week for the
next five weeks, for a total of
eight episodes ending on Dec.
24. The show will release these
episodes every Wednesday on
Amazon Prime Video.
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» Editorial

Journalism

shouldn’t

normalize Al

by The Editorial Board
opinion@dailycampus.com

Over the past couple of years, as the use of artificial
intelligence (AI) has become more prevalent in society,
the journalism industry has been trying to shift toward
this change. Vaunted publications like The New York
Times and The Washington Post have disclosed use of
Al technology, which includes drafting initial headlines
and making summaries of articles. This acceptance of AT,
especially the generative side of the technology, may seem
relatively innocuous, but it is the Editorial Board’s posi-
tion that the field of journalism should seek to limit its AT
use as much as possible and prevent its normalization.

Thefirstcaution against ATuse thatnews organizations
should think about is the massive environmental impact.
The training of new generative AT models requires a
huge amount of computational power, putting strain on
the electric grid and increasing carbon emissions. The ac-
tion of drawing on this power by then using the technol-
ogy also eats up large amounts of energy. According to an
article by MIT News, “researchers have estimated that a
ChatGPT query consumes about five times more electric-
ity than a simple Google search.” In addition to electricity,
the process of training and using AT models also drains
supplies of water, an already heavily overused resource
as it is. The computing hardware in data centers needs to
be cooled by water, and since the energy demands from
Al are much higher than other uses, more water must be
used as well. These data centers can evaporate anywhere
from one to nine liters per KWh of energy to cool the sys-
tems. Given these facts, the use of Al to carry out simple
tasks related to journalism becomes much less innocent.
When an AT model spits out a generated summary, it has
amuch larger environmental effect than having a human
simply type one out themselves.

Another reason to be wary of Al is the ethical concerns
of stolen data and information. AT models require vast
amounts of data to train on to form the basis for their us-
age. This data is drawn from books, movies, TV shows,
art and journalistic articles themselves. All the compa-
nies competing to make the best generative AI models
scrape data from the world’s creatives in this way - and
the practice isillegal theft. In fact, The New York Times is
suing OpenAl, one of the pioneers of generative Al, and
Microsoft for copyright infringement. It does not make
sense for news outlets to take legal action against AT com-
panies for stealing their work for training purposes and
in the next breath use the technology those companies
built to streamline the journalistic process.

The most detrimental impact of AT use in journalism
may be the simplest - the human element is at risk of fad-
ing away. Letting Al creep into newsrooms through even
the small, mundane tasks ignores the fact that someone
working in the office could just as easily do so. It’s true
that news outlets have real people check Al-created ele-
ments, but it’s not the same as just writing those elements
with one’s own brain. And outlets from across the jour-
nalistic sphere are doing more than just using AI to make
summaries or think of headlines. For instance, the editor
of Suncoast Searchlight, a nonprofit newsroom based in
Florida, was caught by her reporters for using genera-
tive Al to edit their work. Meanwhile, Business Insider,
a major publication focused on finance, has gone “all-in
on AL” according to a May 2025 memo to its employees.
In the process, it laid off 21% of its staff and boasted that
its goal was to have every employee use ChatGPT. The ef-
fects of journalism’s acquiescence to the Al revolution are
clear: while newsroom staff face layoffs, AT will continue
to spread in the field, whether through a rogue editor or a
company-wide decision.

Journalism is an inherently human practice. No mat-
ter how much machines may try, they cannot fully re-
place the skill of the written word or the reporting that
underpins the stories. Letting Al into journalism and
normalizing it is deeply harmful to both the people who
call the news industry home and a worldwide audience
that depends on reliable information. The press must re-
think its shift towards AI and consider the damage this
technology poses for our future. Keep the human-driven
journalistic endeavor 100% human.
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Now more than ever, celebrate
Thanksgiving —

by Alexander Renzulli | cAMPUS CORRESPONDENT | HE/HIM/HIS | alexander.renzulli@uconn.edu

On these brisk November days,
when it is far too cold out to want
to leave the dorm and the wind
has whittled any smile off my
face, I often find myselflaying face
up on my mattress and thinking
about our upcoming Thanksgiv-
ing break that is feeling more and
more necessary by the hour.

Do not just rest to
rest, but enjoy the rest,
Huskies. We may not
be running countries
or fighting wars, but
this world is as much
yours as anyone else’s.

It’s the paradoxical feeling of
lethargy and laziness from the
monsoon of work that can drown
us on a weekly basis. More often
than not, it feels like it would be
easier to evaporate into thin air
and refuse to do the given tasks
at hand. And in all my thinking
that has been done while look-
ing at blank Google Docs and
half-annotated books, it is vitally
important to know that you de-
serve this break. Furthermore it
is important that we celebrate it,
together, as a country.

Thanksgiving itself has not
always been celebrated. In Oc-
tober 1863, 16th president Abra-
ham Lincoln was frail and tired.
It was during the height of the
American Civil War and a time
of political polarization never
seen in the new-yet-divided
country. America, the supposed
guinea pig of democracy, looked
to be crumbling in front of the
president’s eyes, and 50,000
American civilians had just died
in the Battle of Gettysburg three
months prior. Although a “na-
tional day of thanksgiving” had

been called by President George
Washington 78 years earlier,
President Lincoln issued a proc-
lamation calling for the last
Thursday of November to be set
aside as a day of “Thanksgiving
and Praise” on Oct. 3rd, 1863. It
was time for the fractured union
to sit down and remember that it
is “we the people” that should be
most important.

We cannot sugarcoat history
and cannot gloss over parts, ei-
ther. Thanksgiving, to many, is
a tricky holiday to celebrate. Al-
though colloquially communi-
cated as a holiday based in grati-
tude, giving back and the start
of the holiday season, it’s also
important to acknowledge that
it’s a holiday that marks the start
of an American era of coloniza-
tion and the Native American
genocide. Looking back at “the
first Thanksgiving” in 1621, we
know not all is as it seems, and it
is critical that we as a society are
not naive to our own history. But
alas, as I sit here writing now,
with final assignments and the
overtly depressing article by The
New York Times piling up in my
inbox, I really do think we need
Thanksgiving more than ever.

While no civil war is cur-
rently bludgeoning our union,
the political divide and unrest is

at an absolute fever pitch. Never
since the Civil War has it seemed
like both sides of the political
aisle have wanted to rip each
other’s throat out, and never in
any American’s lifetime has it
seemed so evident that no one
wants to get along. It feels like
America got 250 years in and
decided to self-destruct. I do
not like to feed into pessimism,
nihilism or any belief that noth-
ing’s worth saving, but truth be
told: I am stressed, scared and, if
anything, tired.

Happy Thanksgiving,
everyone.

If you feel this way too, it is
justifiable and a further rea-
son why we need to celebrate
Thanksgiving. This year, use
the holiday to reflect. Reflect
on our country’s history: ugly,
flawed and yet hopeful. Be a his-
torian. Understand the short-
comings of the nation but also
perhaps of your own self.

And of course, remember to
be Lincoln. Out of breath and
overcome by fear, don’t forget
that in this time of chaos, it is
ok to sit down and rest. And do
not just rest to rest, but enjoy
the rest, Huskies. We may not
be running countries or fight-
ing wars, but this world is as
much yours as anyone else’s.
Enjoy your break because you
studied until the deep hours of
the night. Because you advo-
cated for what you thought was
correct. Because you are proud
of the work you did. Come to-
gether with family and friends
during this sandwich between
now and finals, know what we
can do better in the new year
ahead and know for certain
that you deserve this break.

Happy Thanksgiving, everyone.
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A UConn student browses the merchandise at the UConn Bookstore in Storrs, Conn. on Nov. 20, 2025. The bookstore announced several holiday sales on clearance
items, tech accessories and more. PHOTO BY NORA MARIANO, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY GAMPUS

How | found my place at UConn

by Sam Garifalos
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
bnw25003@uconn.edu

I graduated high school in June
2023 and it almost didn’t happen.
Due to a combination of mental
health struggles which reached
a fever pitch in my senior year, I
failed most of my classes that year.
In the end, I graduated with a GPA
of 2.5 after two weeks of sleep-
less nights making up just enough
work to pass my required classes.
For my en-
tire

Campus

1266 Storrs Road

i

academic career up to that point,
school was a constant struggle.
Not for lack of comprehension, but
because every facet of my person-
ality and the way my brain func-
tioned were incompatible with a
K-12 learning environment. OCD,
ADHD and a general struggle to fit
in socially all made what should’ve
been an opportunity to learn and
develop as a person a constant
struggle. All the way until I finally
stepped up onto the stage to receive
my diploma, some part of me re-
fused to believe I could do it. All
of this is to say, graduating was a
massive relief. Even with this re-
lief, however, I still felt the weight
of my academic challenges. I
knew that, come spring
024, 1

would be back in an academic en-
vironment at my local community
college. At that time, I thought that
meant I would be facing the same
struggles I did in high school, but I
couldn’t have been more wrong.
When I started at community
college, for the first time in my life,
I felt like T could sustain success.
The simple assignments that once
felt impossible to motivate myself
to complete were now easy and
routine. The constant fight to stay
caught up with work disappeared,
and I was finally able to work on
self-improvement rather than just
survival. I completed that first se-
mester with A’s in both classes I
took. Soon, though, I began to feel
that this was not enough. Although
I was much happier than before,
I lacked opportunities to make
friends in a community college
environment. For the most
part, I saw my classmates
in class only, never having
the opportunity to interact
N with them outside
of a classroom. I
=~ further realized
this fact when I
visited my friend at
UMass. Just as com-
munity college had
shown me what I
could achieve aca-
demically, this visit
showed me what I
could achieve so-
cially in the right
environment.
By the time I ar-
rived home from
UMass, I had de-
cided I wanted to

go to a four-year college.

Over the winter break, I worked
with advisors to choose my spring
semester classes and prepare my-
selfasbest I could tobegin applying
to colleges. Though I kept working
towards my goal, some of the famil-
iar problems of high school began
to reappear. With my closest friend
several states away and my new-
found awareness of just how much
social interaction I was missing out
on, I started to feel demotivated
and feared that my previous two
semesters may have been anoma-
lies and that the depression that I
had dealt with in high school was
returning. By the end of the Spring
2025 semester, I had dropped two
classes and failed two classes, only
passing one. Despite this, however,
Imanaged to get accepted toseveral
of the schools I applied to, and after
touring Storrs, I chose UConn.

When 1 arrived here in Au-
gust, I had no idea where to begin.
Though I had spent almost the past
year thinking of nothing but what
I would do once I finally arrived
at college, I had somehow failed to
actually plan for it. T had a general
idea of how to handle the academic
aspect, but living on campus for the
first time, I was lost when it came
to actually making the friends I
had come here to make. Fortu-
nately, I had a few ideas for where
to start. In the freshman issue of
The Daily Campus, one of the ar-
ticles offering advice for incoming
students recommended writing
for the newspaper. So, I decided
that would be my first goal. T went
to the first opinion pitch meeting
of the year, and for the first time

at UConn, I found a place where I
felt comfortable interacting with
other people. Slowly, I became
more comfortable where I was, and
though I still wasn’t entirely where
I wanted to be socially, I now had a
path forward and an idea of how to
make friends and find community.
I found even further opportuni-
ties to develop friendships after
joining the Formula SAE team.
It was a place where I could meet
people who shared my interest in
motorsports and engineering, and
it proved to be the perfect place
for me. I was able to explore topics
that T had long wanted to explore
with people who could offer help-
ful feedback and perspective on my
designs and ideas. I've since made
some amazing friends there, and
it’s become my favorite part of my
college experience.

There’s so much more I'd like to
write about and so many experi-
ences that have made this semester
one of the most amazing times in
my life, but for now, I'll end with
this: we all feel lost sometimes.
Most of my life, I've had no clue
where I'm going or what to do next.
In these situations, it’s easy to feel
like the lack of a clear destination
means doom, but that’s simply not
the case. What matters isn’t having
a foolproof plan or a certain fate,
but a path forward — somewhere
to plant the next footstep. You
won't find your friends or your suc-
cess instantly, but you can always
find a place to go that will help you
achieve your goals if you look for it.
So, my advice to anyone who feels
lost like I did (and often still do):
find your place.

THANKFUL
FOR?Z?

The Daily Campus

BY RAYFORD BROMLEY
CONTRIBUTING ARTIST

BY JASON J.

SAMPSON

ASSOCIATE ARTIST EDITOR

[¥’s so windy
outgide!
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Women'’s Hockey: Huskies look to get
back in the win column vs. Vermont

by Kaden Knapp .
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
jwr25002@uconn.edu

Y S

Fresh off a loss to Boston
College, the No. 9 UConn
women’s hockey team is set to
host Vermont on Friday, Nov.
21, and Saturday, Nov. 22, at
Toscano Family Ice Forum.

These matchups will be the
61st and 62nd editions of this
rivalry. Connecticut leads the
series 36-16-8 and has won
eachofthelastthreematchups.

The Huskies currently
hold an 8-3-1 overall record
and have won or tied eight of
their last nine games. They
possess a 3-1 Hockey East
record. Connecticut split its
most recent series against
Boston College, with each
team winning on the road.

The Catamounts possess an
overall record of 5-7-2 (Conf:
2-3-1) and have lost three of
theirlast four games. Last time
out, they defeated New Ham-
shire 4-0. Four different Cata-
mounts put the puck in the net
in that contest, including se-
nior forward Julia Mespléde.

Senior goaltender Tia Chan
has been fantastic at defend-
ing the net this season, al-
lowing 17 goals and five in
three conference games. Na-
tionally, she is ranked third
in save percentage at 95.1%.

Offensively, senior for-
ward Kyla Josifovic currently
leads the charge for the navy
blue and white. She has net-
ted the puck a team-high
of six times and has six as-
sists to add to her stat line.
Senior defender Meghane
Duchesne-Chalifoux leads the
team in assists with seven.

Oona Havana, Vermont
sophomore forward, leads the
Catamounts in goals scored
with five. She has scored in
two of the last three games.
Junior forward Rose-Ma-
rie Brochu has a team-high
six assists. There has been
a committee of goaltenders
in front of the net for Ver-
mont. Freshman goaltender
Zoe Cliche started most re-
cently against New Ham-
shire, allowing no scores.

Red shirt junior Ellie Sim-
mons has started eight games
this season. Simmons’ most
recent start came against the
Wildcats on Friday, where she
allowed four goals. First year,
Lily Prendergast is also in the
mix, starting in two games.

This season, Vermont has
scored 28goals, whileallowing
35. The team has been incon-
sistent this season and boasts
a1-2-1road record. UConn has
heavily relied on its defense
this season, allowing just 20
goals to its 27 goals scored.

Friday’s game is set for a 6
p-m. puck drop, while Satur-
day’s is scheduled to begin
at 2 p.m. Both games will be
available to watch on ESPN+.

M

The UConn women'’s hockey team takes on Boston College at the Toscano Family Ice Forum on Saturday, Nov. 8. The Huskies will face Vermont on Friday, Nov. 21.
PHOTO BY PARKER MEYERS, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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The UConn Huskies take on the Arizona Wildcats on Nov. 19, 2025 at Gampel Pavilion in Storrs, CT. The game was highly anticipated as it was the first top five game on
UConn’s campus in the last 19 years.
PHOTO BY EMMA MEIDINGER, ASSOCIATE PHOTO EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Football: UConn seeks back-to-back
9-3 records versus Florida Atlantic

by Tyler Pruneau
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
tyler.Pruneau@uconn.edu

The UConn football team
(8-3) will travel south to face
the Florida Atlantic Owls (4-
6) for its 2025 regular-season
finale on Saturday, Nov. 22.

Heading into the match,
the Huskies are favored to
win as they own an unde-
feated 2-0 record against the
Owls, dating back to 2002.
In the pair of meetings,
the Huskies blew FAU out.

The last time the pro-
grams met was last Sep-
tember, when Connecticut
handed Florida Atlantic a
48-14 loss. Throughout its
history, this is the smallest

margin of victory for UConn.

Last year, quarterback Nick
Evers took the snaps and com-
pleted nine of 14 (64.3%) passes

for 88 yards and a touch-
down. With slightly un-
der 10 minutes left in the
battle, backup shot-caller
Joe Fagnano took the field
and did not disappoint.

On his lone drive, Fagnano
connected with wide receiver
Shamar Porter for a 33-yard
endzone appearance. Outside
of Porter, star wideout Sky-
ler Bell was the only other
weapon to gain 30-plus receiv-
ing yards. In total, the Owls’
defense held Bell to 43 yards
and zero goal-line crossings.

In the backfield, running
backs Mel Brown and former

Husky Durell Robinson pow-
ered Connecticut’s offense.
The duo collectively rushed
for 312 yards, with Robin-
son punching in two touch-
downs. As for Cam Edwards,
the junior struggled and fin-
ished with 33 rushing yards.

With Brown most likely
not returning to action from
a broken collarbone on Sat-
urday, Edwards will need
to step up for UConn. How-
ever, seeing him exceed ex-
pectations should come as
no surprise, as the powerful
runner is performing at an
all-time high this year. Cur-
rently, the Connecticut na-
tive has earned 1,031 rush-
ing yards and 12 house calls.

Defensively, stopping the

run game is something that
Florida Atlantic has faced
challenges with throughout
the 2025 campaign. Within
10 matchups, the program
has conceded nearly 214
rushing yards per meeting.
This ranks the Owls as the
seventh-worst team when
it comes to average rushing
yards allowed per outing.

Turning to Florida Atlantic’s
offense, the squad thrives in
the air, as they accumulate al-
most 329 yards per contest. In
the pocket for the Owls, gun-
slinger Caden Veltkamp has
thrown 2,971 passing yards for
292 touchdowns and 14 intercep-
tions. Additionally, the junior
places No. 6 nationally with
about 296.5 yards per match.

“Offensively, they present
completely different challeng-
es than what we just faced,”
said head coach Jim Mora.
“This team throws it around.
They’re outstanding, throwing
the ball and they’re balanced.”

When it comes to the deep
ball, watching out for re-
ceiver Easton Messer is a
must. In the past two games,
Messer has hauled in 14
catches for 216 yards and
broken the plane four times.

As the Owls look to bounce
back from a 35-24 loss to
the Tulane Green Wave,
the Huskies plan on ending
the 2025 regular season on
a good note. Fans can tune
into the clash on ESPN+ with
kickoff scheduled for 3 p.m.

The UConn football team takes on Air Force at Rentschler Field. The Huskies ended up taking down the Falcons with a score of 26-16.
PHOTO BY MORGAN BLANCHARD, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY GAMPUS
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Men’s Hockey: No. 11 UConn to face
New Hampshire for two-game series

by Ava Inesta
STAFF WRITER
SHE/HER/HERS
ava.inesta@uconn.edu
Coming off its first clean
sweep of the season over
Northeastern, the UConn
men’s hockey team is set to
get right back into Hockey
East action against New
Hampshire this weekend.
The two-game home and
homeseries willbegin with the
Huskies traveling to Durham,
N.H., to open the series on Fri-
day, Nov. 21, then coming back
down to Storrs to wrap up the
series at Toscano Family Ice
Forum on Saturday, Nov. 22.
“It’s always a tough game
when you play up at New
Hampshire - it’s a tough
building to play in,” said
head coach Mike Cavanaugh.
“There are no easy weekends
in this league. New Hamp-
shire’s going to pose an-
other really tough opponent
for us come Friday night.”
UConn will come into this
series with a 6-4-2 overall
record and 4-2-1 in confer-
ence action fol-

lowing two wins last week-
end. Against Northeastern,
the Huskies earned the 4-2
win in Storrs and came from
behind to seal the 4-3 over-
time victory on Saturday
night in Boston. A known
strength of the Ice Bus is
their veteran experience, as
they have seven seniors on
their roster. These cultured
players are no strangers to
close Hockey East games and
have played key roles in mul-
tiple tight games the Hus-
kies have battled this season.

“They’re very experienced
and they don’t panic when
we get behind in a game,”
said Cavanaugh. “And it’s
been evident this year. We’ve
been able to come back and
tie a game or even win some
games coming from behind.”

UConn had goals from each
of their lines in their come-
back win over Northeastern.
Sophomores Ethan Gardula
and Kaden Shahan, senior
Jake Percival and

junior Joey Muldowney all
found the net in Boston. A
part of the Huskies’ offense
flow comes from their defen-
semen, who add components
to offense as well. Cavana-
ugh has prided himself on
having developed all of his
lines to be effective and have
each player on the ice make
an impact on the game re-
gardless of their position.

“We want to have an attack
that brings all five people
into it,” he said. “One of the
things I think that is really
unique about our team is, you
know, our leading scorer has
eight points, but we have 15
players within four points
of that. So that’s a lot of bal-
anced scoring and that’s the
type of team I want to coach.”

As for New Hampshire, the
team is entering this series
with a 5-6 overall record and
is tied for No. 9 in the
Hockey -

i
.4 B
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Eastrankings. Notable players
for the Wildcats are freshman
Ryan Philbrick and seniors Cy
LeClerc and Morgan Winters.

This week, Philbrick earned
his first career Hockey East
weekly honor, being named
the Army ROTC Hockey East
Defender of the Week. The
defenseman scored the game-
winning goal over RPI last
Friday, while also adding an
assist for two points. For the
week, Philbrick led the Wild-
cats with five blocks; three
against RPI and two at Union.
This season, the freshman de-
fenseman is tied for second on
the team with four goals and is
tied for third with six points.
Philbrick leads the team and
is fifth in Hockey East with 22
blocks, while also leading the
team with two game-win-
ning  goals.

In all-time matchups, the
Huskies have the advantage
with a 17-10-1 record over the
Wildcats. The last time the
two teams battled was last
January, where UConn de-
feated New Hampshire at To-
scano Family Ice Forum to
go 2-0 in their season series.

UConn will open up the se-
ries against New Hampshire
this Friday, Nov. 21. Puck
drop is set for 7 p.m. at the
Whittemore Center at Key
Auto Group Complex in Dur-
ham, N.H. The Huskies will
then close the series back at
home on Saturday, Nov. 22,
at Toscano Family Ice Forum
in Storrs. Puck drop is at 6:30
p-m. Both games are available
to stream on ESPN+.

UConn men’s hockey battles Northeastern at the Toscano Family Ice Forum on Nov. 14, 2025. The Huskies finished off the night with a 4-2 win.
PHOTO BY ELLA GORHAM, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS
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Sports

Women’s Basketball: Top-ranked
Huskies to be tested by No. 6 Michigan

by Jake McCreven
STAFF WRITER

HE/HIM/HIS
ipm23012@uconn.edu

There’snothingbetterthanatop
10 matchup in college basketball.
Wait, yes there is. A top 10
matchup in November - be-
tween two teams who have never
met before - at a neutral site.
The top-ranked UConn
women’s basketball team
(4-0) squares off with
No. 6 Michigan (4-
0) at 8 p.m. on |,
Friday, Nov. 21.
Below are
two sto-
rylines to
watch for
the Hus-
kies
and an
oppo-
nent
scouti
of the §
Wol-
ver-
ines.
Sto-
ry -
lines to
Watch
for No. 1
Connecti-
cut (4-0)
Three-point
shooting: It was
better against the
Buckeyes (12-for-27
frombehind the are, 36%
of the team’s shots), but the
Huskies still rank 111th in three-
point percentage nationally (.333)
and average only 22.5 attempts
per game from deep (124th).
Head coach Geno Au-
riemma knows it, and
he wants to fix it
“I thought we would
be a little bit ahead of
where we are now in
how many threes we
would take and how
many we would
make,” Auriemma
said. “[We need to
be] taking more
of them and mak-
ing more of them.”
As it usually
does, the Huskies’
three-point shoot-
ing will start with
Azzi Fudd. The
graduate wing is
12-0f-26 (.462) from
deep this season,
with no other player
having even half as
many makes as Fudd
from behind the line.
“That’s a good ques-
tion,” Fudd said when
asked about the team’s in-
consistency from deep. “I
don’t know, but I would love to
take and make more threes,
I like the sound of that.”
As would the rest of
the team, who has
combined for 18
makes from deep
on 64 attempts.
An im-
provement
- or a sta-
biliza-
tion,
rath-
e T
- of

the team’s three-point shoot-
ing would elevate the Husky of-
fense to unparalleled heights.
Look for an effort in that
category against Michigan.

Clean and composed basket-
ball:It’stough. Playing withaclear
mind is

tough when tens of thousands
of fans are screaming at you to
do one thing while your coach
is pointing at you to do another.
It’s even tougher when that hap-
pens in your first game in the
Basketball Capital of the World.
Add in the accelerated tempo
the Huskies play at, and
it’s understandable
why the transi-
tion  from
Wiscon-
sin to
Con-

.

L
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UConn women’s basketball plays Ohio State University at PeoplesBank Arena in Hartford, Conn. on
Nov. 16, 2025. The Huskies dominated, and won with a final score of 100-68.

necticut hasn’t been without
turbulence for Serah Williams.

“It’s a different game,” Wil-
liams admitted. “The flow
of the game is just different.”

But the true senior has begun to
look more and more comfortable
on the block for the Huskies, even
if the stat sheet doesn’t show it.

Williams played with notice-
ably more composure against
Ohio State, finishing on five of her
seven field goal attempts for a sea-
son-high 12 points in 14 minutes.

“She has this overactive per-
sonality that wants to please and
wants to do so well and make a
huge statement,” Auriemma said
with a laugh. “Blanca (Quifionez)
is the same way. They want to
earn their checks on every pos-
session. Relax, dude - just play.”

Just play. It's some-
thing that Williams has
internalized as well.

“I think being aggressive
- but really aggressive some-
times - makes me come offa lit-
tle quicker than I intend to be.”

Catch, gather and go
up. Simple in  philoso-
phy, difficult to replicate.
Opponent Scout: No. 6
Michigan  Wolverines  (4-0)
Auriemma didn’t mince any
words about the Wolverines
after the Huskies’ win
over Ohio State
last Sunday.
“Based
o n

PHOTO BY SYDNEY CHANDLER, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

the little bit I've seen of Michi-
gan, they will be for sure the best
team we play this year - by a long
shot - at this time in the season.
They’re talented, they’re smart,
they’re well balanced, they play
exceptionally ~ well together,
they’re really well coached.”
He’s had four days to rumi-
nate about Kim Barnes Arico’s
squad - to study its movement,
its ball screen defense and its
terrifyingly efficient guard play
- and he still feels the same way.
“There’s a reason they are
where they are,” Auriemma
said. “They’re a really, really
good team. They’ve got a lot of
really good young players and
they’ve got a style of play that’s
really fun for their kids to play.”
That “style of play” he men-
tioned refers to Michigan’s break-
neck offensive tempo, which
ranks in the 87th percentile na-
tionally. The Wolverines average
76.8 possessions per 40 minutes
and have ran by - and oftentimes
through - opponentsintransition.
“Youve got to be ready to
play fast,” Fudd said. “Fast,
but to our tempo. Don’t let
them speed us up but still
play quick how wed like to.”
The Wolverines stomped on
then-No. 18 Notre Dame last
Saturday, beating the Irish 93-
54 at Wayne State Field House.
Michigan forced seven Han-
nah Hidalgo turnovers, held the
Irish to a 28% mark from the
field (and 9% from behind the
arc) and erupted for 16 straight
points in the fourth quarter.
They’ve also hung 100 points
on Canisus and 120 on Bing-
hampton. Michigan’s of-
fense currently ranks
fourth in the nation in
points per game (99.2)
and sixth in offen-
sive rating (127.1).
And it all stems
from the back-
court. The start-
ing guard trio
of Olivia Olson,

Mila Hollo-
way and Syla
Swords all
average over
12 points per
game and
have com-
bined for 44.5%
of the Wol-
verines’ 397

points thus far.
But the front-
court isn’t ter-
rible either, espe-
cially considering

the Wolverines’
penchant for tran-
sition offense.  Six-

foot-two Ashley Sofil-
kanich is the fourth of
five double-digit scorers
littered across the Michigan
roster and is the most con-
sistent piece down low.
She’ll battle with
the Strong and Wil-
liams combina-
tion - as well
as any other
lineups Au-
riemma
throws
o u t
there.




