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UConn SAWEA gathers for
Women’s History Month event

by Victoria Esteves
CONTRIBUTOR

SHE/THEM
xtt24003@uconn.edu

In honor of March’s Wom-
en’s History Month, the South
Asian Women’s Empower-
ment Association hosted
their second annual women’s
panel on Monday, March 24.

The panel consisted of a
Q&A portion, audience in-
teraction and communal
dialogue. The purpose of
this workshop was to fos-
ter meaningful and effective
conversation through rep-
resentation and community,
said the social justice and
empowerment event coor-
dinator Krisha Grigaliunas.
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he first panelist was
Anushka Shah, a junior al-
lied health sciences major
and communications minor
at the University of Con-
necticut. For Shah, empow-
erment meant finding spaces
that made her feel comfort-
able. She said joining her
sorority, Kappa Phi Gamma
Sorority, Inc., and becom-
ing a pivotal leader within
her sorority early on opened
a lot of doors for accepting
her identity and letting go of
“cultural guilt.” Within an
academic setting, Shah said
that actively searching for
and prioritizing opportuni-
ties has been an effective way
she has advocated for herself.

Alina Ahmed
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“Advocating for myself
came from also speaking up,
and making sure my voice
was heard, and that my con-
tributions mattered, and it
didn’t matter about, like, ex-
ternal validation,” she stated.
“I think that also comes from
kind of letting go of embar-
rassment or cringe. I think
that was what was stopping
mefromdoingcertainthings.”

When facing stereotypes,
Shah has found herself deal-
ing with the “Big Three: doc-
tor, engineer, or lawyer.” But
for her, continuing her stud-
ies on the path to becom-
ing a dentist has come com-
pletely by her own choice.

“I was never the stereotype
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of the super smart brown
kid that was at the top of
her class and had all the an-
swers to the homework,” she
said. “So for me, this was also
about just genuinely working
hard and finding opportu-
nities myself..and disman-
tling that kind of pressure.”

The second panelist was
international Ph.D. student
Alina Ahmed in the philoso-
phy department. Her work
focuses on decolonial femi-
nism from a global national-
ist perspective. Ahmed was
born in Pakistan, where she
worked in the development
sector and organized political
activism. Her views of em-
powerment come from a dif-
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ferent perspective to the neo-
liberal western conception.

“Empowerment from our
culture, with our industries,
keeping our epistemes and
knowledge systems in mind
and not looking to the west
for empowerment, because
there isn’t just one type
of empowerment that ex-
ists out there,” Ahmed said.

Ahmed shared her per-
sonal struggles with advo-
cating for herself during her
time in the United States.

“Every room I walk into,
I have to prove myself
that I'm smart enough, or
that I'm capable enough..
and it just sucks because
that’s the state of the world
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Anushka Shah, Alina Ahmed, Bhoomi Thakore, and Niharika Yellamraju sit down for a panel in honor of Women’s History Month. The panel was hosted by the South
Asian Women’s Empowerment Association (SAWEA). PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE AUTHOR

right now” she shared.
When combating these
microaggressions, = Ahmed
said she tries to actively be
more straightforward with
others when they make as-
sumptions about her place.
“And sometimes, very
frankly, just calling it out.
Saying, I don’t think that

was appropriate. I don’t
think that was a good
thing to say,” she added.

When asked about com-
mon stereotypes South Asian
women face, Ahmed com-
mented that the common
consensus was that she had
to be very quiet, submissive
and meek. Ahmed, however,
said she is quite the opposite.

“Anyone who knows me
knows I have too many
opinions and I’'m very loud.
I don’t care about a lot of
the ways people perceive
me,” she said with a smile.

She said her identity as
a Shia Muslim has taught
her to prioritize justice and
seeking equality. Her up-
bringing drives her to do
the research she does with-
in activism and striving
for the pursuit of justice.

The third panelist was
associate professor in the
department of sociology,
Bhoomi Thakore, who re-
searches South Asian repre-
sentation in media. One of the
biggest misconceptions Tha-
kore has actively dismantled
is the ideology that all South
Asians are in STEM. She
said not just South Asians,
but many academics of col-
or undergo the misconcep-
tion that they pursue what
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is often referred to as “me-
search.” Me-search is rooted
in the idea that academics of
color only pursue research
that particularly pertains
to their history or identity.

“I think it’s highly prob-
lematic because it certainly
contributes to minimizing the
problems that people of color
face in society. But it fails to
acknowledge the relevance of
those kinds of positions of in-
quiry to everyone,” she said.

Thakore also brought up
the matter of marginalized
groups who need to fight for
equal opportunity within the
academic field. She explained
how these groups are at a
disadvantage because they
essentially work harder to
access the same doors more
privileged groups have access
to. Her advice is to look into
the opportunities that feel the
most authentic to the individ-
ual and forget about stereo-
types and expectations when
considering your own path.

Thakore’s parents immi-
grated to the United States
in the 1960s and faced all
sorts of disparities being part
of a small minority group
at the time. She describes
how her parents tried to as-
similate her into Ameri-
can professional spaces.

“Not having an accent, not
having that overt mark of
‘otherness’ or brown ethnic-
ity. But also to be articulate...
I think that was something
instilled in me from a very
early age,” she explained.

The fourth panelist was an
MFA graduate from Boston
University, Niharika Yel-

opera?

The_DailyCampus

OPINION | PAGE 7

Is it curtains for ballet and

lamraju. Yellamraju grew
up in a more diverse world
around the Middle East
and lived on her own begin-
ning at age 15. She said she
takes great pride in her re-
search as a graduate student
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have, by introducing tech-
nology, by introducing in-
terdisciplinary themes into
theses, was something that
kind of worked to break that
kind of stereotype people
had of us South Asians.”

Yellamraju describes her
upbringing as strengthened
by the women around her.
She was able to grow up to ap-
preciate art and her culture
through these role models.

“One major thing that
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in design and art history.

Yellamraju’s family con-
sisted of mainly artists and
teachers, which pushed her
to continue her education
through many postgradu-
ate programs. She described
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helped me be South Asian
is not being afraid of run-
ning out of ideas,” she stated.

Her experiences in many
different areas and cultures
within the South Asian com-
munity fostered her own in-
spiration for her research.

At the end of the panel,
Ahmed stated what gives her
hope in uncertain times where
women are often forgotten in
society: “Community and soli-
darity, seeing brilliant women

d' DailyCampus

how she faced the misconcep-
tions of me-search firsthand.

“It’s not only design. We
talk about philosophy, soci-
ology, representation, STEM
even..” she said. “By show-
ing them the scope that we
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like Dr. Bhoomi just existing.”

“The emerging generation
of women, especially South
Asian women, who are em-
powered to build this commu-
nity and lean into this commu-
nity to hold events like this. I
mean, I didn’t have events like
this growing up. So, I really
had a disadvantage, so I think
creating a space to have these
conversations is a big first
step.” Thakore concluded.

WE ARE NOT THE
DAILY DIGEST
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What does the future hold for
UConn LEGO robotlcs teams‘?

“ALLENGE

by Juliana Assis
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
SHE/HER/HERS
kmm24006@uconn.edu

Since 1998, For Inspira-
tion and Recognition of
Science and  Technology
(FIRST) and LEGO Educa-
tion have partnered to cre-
ate the FIRST Lego League
(FLL) program. On March 19,
FIRST released a statement
revealing that their partner-
ship with LEGO Education
would not be renewed after
the 2026-27 season, leaving a
UConn sponsored FLL team
unsure about their future.

In the FLL program,
teams of elementary school
children build, code and
compete with robots made
entirely out of LEGOs.

Additionally, every season,
teams are presented with a
real-world problem that they
are asked to engineer a solu-
tion to. Teams must present
these solutions as well as their
robot design to judges for the
chance to win awards and ad-
vance in the competition. This
program provides early access
to STEM education, robot-
ics and engineering concepts.
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A robot built out of legos. The organizations FIRST and Lego Education announced that they will
not be continuing their their decades long partnership into the 2026-2027 season.
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Caption: UConn’s FIRST organization at the FIRST Tech Challenge. Lego Education will no longer partner with FIRST for the 2026-

27 season.
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According to the FIRST
website, participants in the
FLL program “gain real-world
problem-solving experiences,
helping today’s students, fami-
lies, and educators build a bet-
ter future together.” Addition-
ally, through FLL, “students
apply their STEM skills to
friendly competition, engag-
ing in research, problem-solv-
ing, coding, and engineering.”

The Tolland County Ro-
botics Foundation (TCRF),
founded by UConn student
Youssef Macary, is a local
nonprofit that the UConn
FIRST student organization
supports through mentor-
ship and volunteering. TCRF
is home to 8 FLL teams.

Amanda Billingslea, ju-
nior mechanical engineering
major, president of UConn
FIRST and TCRF FLL Chal-
lenge Coordinator said she
was saddened by the news.
She has been an active mem-
ber of the FIRST community
for nine years, acting as a stu-
dent, mentor and volunteer.

“It’s genuinely sad news
across the FIRST community.
FLL was the first introduc-
tion to STEM and engineering
for so many people,” she said.
“I’ve been involved both as a
student and a mentor at this
point, and I’'ve seen the posi-
tive impact it has on kids.”

Billingslea said that
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Karla Perez, Editor-in-Chief
Connor Lafferty, Managing Editor
Hayden Cromer, Business Manager

Ky’Lynn Monts, Digital Editor
Colbi Loranger, Associate Managing Editor
Isabella Kulawik, Associate Managing Editor

FIRST will struggle to re-
place this program due
to logistical obstacles.

“The foundation of the
program has remained the
same every year, but with a
new game, theme and goal,”
she said. “It will be more
difficult for FIRST to cre-
ate an entirely new program

outline and background
in the same time frame.”

Additionally, this news
could alter how cur-

rent FLL teams will op-
erate in the future.

According to Billingslea,
“LEGO will be creating a
new program to replace FLL,
but teams must consider if
it’s worth investing in all
new technology and restruc-
turing their teams as well
as the way they compete.”

Over 15 companies spon-
sored FLL teams and pro-
grams for the 2024-25 sea-
son, including Apple, Google
and The Boeing Company.

“It’ll be interesting to see
how these companies ad-
just their sponsorships and
if they continue to spon-
sor at all,” Billingslea said.

Billingslea said TCRF will
“continue operating as nor-
mal for the upcoming season.”

“We’ll see if or when FIRST
comes out with a new pro-
gram if it makes sense for our
teams to invest in,” she said.
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dailycampus.com and follow us on social media.
Instagram - The_DailyCampus
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ACROSS
1 Opera star Nellie
with a peach
dessert named
for her
6 Commercial flop
9 Outer layer
13 Celestial hunter
14 Squeeze bunt
result
15 “Same here”
16 Mark Twain
lad who falls in
love with Becky
Thatcher
18 English derby
town

19 U.K.-based global

bank

20 __ Lingus

21 Seat of power

22 Exclamation in
“Tommy Boy”

25 Big name in
BoSox history

28 Chance to stand
for a spell?

29 Keep out of sight

30 Cover story

32 Some family
vehicles

36 “The Biggest
Little City in the
World”

37 Umami, for one

39 Furry Endor
denizen

40 Wonder Woman
publisher

42 Japanese beer
brand

43 Topple (over)

44 Ocean Potion no.

46 __ Kippur

47 Talk to

52 Chances for a hit

53 Actor Kingsley

54 Facility

58 “If __ Street
Could Talk™:
film based on a
James Baldwin
novel

59 Trusted
companions, or
what the sets

I
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D
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7 |8 9 [10 [
15
18
21
24
(X

DOWN
1 Grown-up
silkworm
2 Greek Cupid
3 Life partner?
4 KitchenAid
alternative
5 “Blonde” star de
Armas
6 Visine target
7 Rides with surge
pricing
8 S, SW, or SSW
9 Temporary stays
10 Gentle reply to
an apology
11 Terrible turnout
12 Geodesic
structures
15 Body art that
uses henna
17 Corduroy rib
21 Yours, once
23 __-Wan Kenobi

34 Nabe in L.A. and
NYC

35 Take a little off
the top

37 Ranking groups

38 Knee parts

47 Plotting group

48 “SNL” alum Cheri

49 Channel for
hoops fans

50 Motorized ride

51 Supermodel

commonly Klum

viewed with 55 Farm unit

MRIs 56 Funny sketch
41 Limo driver in the 57 Canadian gas

airport, e.g. brand
42 Astern _ 59  who?”
44 Norway neighbor 60 Footballer’s
45 Evergreen tree
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64 In real time 31 Car seller’s
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by Maleena Muzio

Mar. 22 to Mar. 28
Welcome back to the weekly
horoscope! This horoscopeis based
on predictions made by AstroStyle
or astrostyle.com. Keep reading to
hear what to expect as the week
unfolds.

Overview
Be prepared to clear ob-
stacles in your way. Persever-
ance and drive will be needed
for the road ahead. Hard work
and even teamwork will lead
you to where you want to be.

Aries
March 21 - April 19
If your emotions have over-
whelmed you lately, take a step
back before making impulsive
decisions.

Taurus
April 20 - May 20
Invest in your network — not
necessarily your finances.

Gemini
May 21 - June 20
Ditch the outdated version of
yourself and prioritize change.

Cancer
June 21 - July 22
Silver linings and connections
will become clear. A person
or situation may be connected
to various aspects of your life
for a purpose.

Leo
July 23 - Aug. 22
Reclaim control and begin tak-
ing the steps to manifest your
goals into reality.

Virgo
Aug. 23 - Sept. 22
Lessons can be learned even
from tough or confusing situ-
ations.

Libra
Sept. 23 - Oct. 23
Try something new! Allow
yourself to leave room for
change.

Scorpio
Oct. 24 - Nov. 21
Take a deep breath. Stress is
temporary and will be gone
soon.

Sagittarius
Nov. 22 - Dec. 21
Sit with your thoughts and
feelings before moving forward
with a major decision.

Capricorn
Dec. 22 - Jan. 19
Don’t be afraid to ask for help
with endless tasks! Prioritize
and cut that to-do list down.

Aquarius
Jan. 20 - Feb. 18
Use clear and direct language
when having an important
conversation.

Pisces
Feb. 19 - March 20
Time to let go! Lift some
weight off your shoulders —
maybe decluttering or cut-
ting a bad relationship off.
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Snap shot from the new Netflix series “Steel Ball Run”. JoJo’s Bizarre Adventure’s first episode released on Netflix on March 19.

PHOTO COURTESY OF @HANAJINEWS ON INSTAGRAM

by Max Muller
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/THEY
jyv24001@uconn.edu

If someone tried to get me to
watch anime a few years ago,
I probably would’ve laughed
in their face, but over spring
break my favorite animated
show, “Jojo’s Bizarre Adven-
ture,” released a 47-minute
special episode promoting
the upcoming season. The
new episode is full of energy
that will keep viewers en-
gaged, and doesn’t end on a
cliffhanger, meaning it can
be enjoyed by itself before
the rest of the season gets re-
leased.

“Jojo’s Bizarre Adventure”
is a unique series because each
season starts with a new cast
and a fresh storytelling style.
For example, the series begins
in 1880’s England with a vam-
pire-hunter plotline, but its
sixth part takes place almost
entirely in a Floridian prison.

While I do recommend
watching the previous six
parts of “Jojo’s Bizarre Ad-
venture,” it isn’t required be-
cause the story of “Steel Ball
Run” takes place separately
from the rest of the series. In
fact, the storyline runs par-
allel to the first part of the
original continuity, meaning
that new viewers might have
an even better viewing expe-
rience than long-time fans.

“Steel Ball Run” starts in
the Wild West of 1890’s San
Diego and is inspired by oth-
er stories of the same genre.

The director, Yasuhiro Kimu-
ra, said in an interview that
he “watched the Red Dead
Redemption 2 trailer over
and over again.” The inspira-
tion shines through during a
duel where the series’ iconic
color shift takes on the color
palette of the game’s poster to
emphasize the violent Wild
West theming in the scene.
The story of “Steel Ball
Run” is focused on five main
characters and their progres-

ONLY ON

sion in the fittingly named
“Steel Ball Run,” a cross-
country horse race directed
by promoter Steven Steel.
The special takes time before
the race to introduce three
main characters including
Sandman, a disgraced Na-
tive American who seeking
to redeem himself to his tribe
by winning the race on foot,
Johnny Joestar, a former rac-
er who is bound to a wheel-
chair until meeting another

A NETFLIX SERIES

lead character, Gyro Zeppeli.
Johnny watches as Gyro du-
els another man in the street,
using a mysterious power to
fight with steel balls instead
of a gun. Johnny catches up
with Gyro, and upon touch-
ing the steel balls, Johnny is
momentarily able to stand up
from his wheelchair. Johnny
spends the rest of the epi-
sode preparing for the race to
prove he is worthy of learning
more about the man’s power.

MARCH 19 1st STAGE

A poster for the new series “Steel Ball Run” on Netflix. “Steel Ball Run” is part of the ‘Jojo’s
Bizarre Adventure” universe though it can be watched independently.

PHOTO COURTESY OF @ANIMETV_JP INSTAGRAM

w!' debuts on Netflix

The best character in the
show, Poco Loco, is only in-
troduced halfway into the
race portion of the episode,
when he wakes up late and
realizes he missed the start.
Luckily, Poco Loco’s special
ability is extreme luck, and
even when other riders are
specifically targeting him, he
is able to push through and
secure a spot in the first five
racers.

While the special seeks to
cover a large chunk of the
source material, it has a great
pace that accelerates into the
final scene cleanly, leaving
viewers with a satisfying fin-
ish to the episode rather than
ending on a cliffhanger.

After the first week of be-
ing released, “Steel Ball Run”
has earned a 9.8 out of ten
rating on IMDb. The high rat-
ing is maintained even after
fans of similar shows review-
bombed the episode.

This is especially impres-
sive because the original
manga tops almost any chart
that it’s counted separately
from the rest of the series,
meaning that a lot of fans of
the series, myself included,
came into the special with
high expectations.

Unfortunately details on
exactly when the rest of the
series will be released are
still vague, and when asked
about the release of more
episodes, the show’s director
Kimura said “I want to see it
soon, too! When will it be? I
don’t know.”
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oEASON 4 PREMIERE:
The hit Superhera Show
promises its biggest season

by Logan De la Rosa
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
logan.de_la_rosa@uconn.edu

Amazon’s hit animated series
“Invincible” returned to stream-
ing on March 18,2026. The three-
episode premiere kicked off the
show’s fourth season, continu-
ing to follow the tumultuous life
of its titular superhero.

“Invincible” first arrived to
streaming in 2021, adapting the
comic series of the same name
by Robert Kirkman. Season one
was an unexpected hit, with its
more mature depiction of su-
perheroes helping to revitalize
the waning genre. Moreover,
the series’ success also contrib-
uted to the increasing popular-
ity of adult-oriented animation
throughout the 2020s. Now, five
years after that initial premiere,
the show is still a juggernaut in
today’s culture, maintaining its
popularity and continuing to
spawn a tsunami of memes.

The newest episodes kick off
from season three’s climatic
showdown between Invincible
and the supervillain, Conquest.
Now cemented as Earth’s most
powerful superhero, Invincible
is struggling with the mental
toll of his many battles. All the
while, far from Earth, his father,
the disgraced superhero Omni-
Man, is helping gather allies to
prepare for a galactic war with
the franchise’s main antagonists:
the Viltrum Empire.

Overall, this season is shaping

up to potentially be the best yet,
promising to further the series’
long running plotlines while also
offering some new surprises.

In particular, the newest epi-
sodes do an excellent job of con-
tinuing to evolve its core cast
of characters. The two biggest
examples of course being Invin-
cible and Omni-Man, who have
both grown substantially from
when they were introduced. The
show uses both to explore its pri-
mary themes, with the current
season placing an emphasis on
the trauma both have experi-
enced. Thus far, the season is at
its best when it delves into how
working through trauma can
inspire both growth and regres-
sion. This is especially the case
with Invincible himself — while
at first his struggles inspired
him to be better than those
around him, his failure to prop-
erly cope with his pain is slowly
leading him down a darker path.

While the newest season
is great at upping the stakes
and developing existing plot
threads, it is not perfect. The
biggest critique would have to
be its animation, which often
can feel stiff and undynamic. It
is not hard to spot characters in
the background frequently be-
ing drawn in their basic model
sheet poses, or characters even
appearing off-model at certain
points. While the imperfections
are understandable — anima-
tion is extremely complicated
and very, very expensive — they
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Snapshots from the new season of “Invincible”. Season 4 of the show premiered on March 18 on

Amazon Prime Video.

do ultimately take away from the
show’s quality. That said, the se-
ries is very fluid when it needs to
be, like during action scenes or
important character moments.
Moreover, last season could feel
fairly stilted throughout its run,
only to end with one of the most
impressive action scenes in the
history of western animation,
so it is more than possible that
the show is saving its animation
budget for more important mo-
ments later in the season.

Thus far, Invincible season
four is solid, but it does have
some areas in which it could im-
prove. However, if its later epi-
sodes deliver in the same vein of
season three’s incredible climax
— which is more than likely con-
sidering the comic storyline this
season aims to adapt — this sea-

PHOTO COURTESY OF @MOVEFRONT ON INSTAGRAM

son could go down as the great-
est yet.

All in all, season four of Invin-
cible is a must watch for existing
fans. For new viewers — and
those only familiar with the

memes — now is also a great time
to start watching.

Invincible is available to
stream on Amazon Prime Video,
with new episodes being aired
weekly on Wednesdays.

RATING: 4.5/5

by Ayyan Tamjeed
STAFF WRITER

HE/HIM/HIS
art24001@uconn.edu

Hello Huskies! I hope you all
spent your spring breaks waiting
in anticipation for the return of
British Invasion, a column about
British music history.

Today is part three of the Bea-
tles’ solo dives, and this edition’s
focus is the other half of the fa-
mous Lennon-McCartney song-
writing partnership and the one
with the busiest solo career since
1970: Paul McCartney.

McCartney’s first solo record
was named... after himself. 1970’s
“McCartney” gets its name from
the one-man carry job McCartney
was performing, as he sung and
played all the instruments him-
self, minus some vocal contribu-
tions from his wife, Linda.

Much like his bandmate John
Lennon, much of McCartney’s
solo career was in lockstep with
his wife. Linda McCartney was
an American photographer, who
was the first woman to have her
photo on the cover of Rolling Stone
in1968.

Apart from her exploits in pho-
tography, Linda also lent a hand
in 1971’s “Ram,” the only album
credited to Paul and Linda Mc-
Cartney. Here, Linda played some
piano and got songwriting credits

BRITISH INV;

on most of the songs.
Despite early bashings from
prominent critics — and Len-

non’s theories that songs like
“Too Many People” were hidden
attacks against him — the album
has had a critical reappraisal by
new generations. Stereogum writ-
er Tom Breihan says it “sounds
like a couple setting inside jokes
and baby-talk nicknames to mu-
sic. It’s the sound of people holing
up and figuring out their own pri-
vate language.”

The album also includes Mc-
Cartney’s first solo chart topper in
the U.S. with “Uncle Albert/Ad-
miral Halsey,” a sprawling, silly
little song with non-sequiturs like
“I'had a cup of tea and butter pie.”

Disillusioned at the prospect of
continuing as a solo artist, Paul
formed the second band of his life,
Wings, in 1971. Paul roped in Linda
to play keys, Denny Laine on bass,
Denny Seiwell on drums and later,
Henry McCullough on guitar.

Things started off rough; the
band had the shadow of Paul’s
previous group looming over their
every decision, and their first two
records were seen as disappoint-
ments in comparison to Paul’s
work with the Beatles.

Recording for their third album
started terribly. While rehears-
ing, McCullough quit the band
in a heated argument with Paul,

and Seiwell left soon after. They
recorded the album in Lagos, Ni-
geria, hoping the West African
city could serve as both a serious
recording spot and chill vacation
destination. One night, Paul and
Linda got robbed at knifepoint
and lost a few demo tapes, includ-
ing the one for the title track. Afro-
beats legend Fela Kuti confronted
Wings at their studio to make sure
they didn’t come to rip him off, so
they played him some new songs
they were recording.

These new songs were eventu-
ally compiled on 1973’s “Band on
the Run.” The title track is seem-
ingly inspired by the Nigeria trip,
telling the story of a band trying to
escape prison. It’s a hodgepodge
of half-finished song ideas Paul
had laying around, a sprawling
three-part suite not unlike “Uncle
Albert/Admiral Halsey.”

The suite and the album were a
rousing success among the public,
repairing Paul’s bruised reputa-
tion. Afterwards, the rest of the
1970s were a jolly good time for
Paul and company.

In 1975, Wings went on a
14-month world tour, which
marked the first time Paul re-
turned to the USA since the mid-
1960s, and the first time Paul
played songs from his Beatles
catalog. In 1977, Paul co-wrote
“Mull of Kintyre” with bandmate

LOGO BY ESHITHA RAO, CONTRIBUTING ARTIST/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Laine, which soon became one of
the best-selling singles in the U.K.
Throughout the decade, Wings
continued their run of platinum-
selling records with four more
studio albums, a greatest hits com-
pilation and a live album recorded
during their shows in America.

But by 1981, the band disband-
ed after Laine, the only longtime
member not a part of the Mc-
Cartney family, quit for financial
reasons. Back to the solo path for
Paul, itis.

The 1980s started with “Mec-
Cartney II” the second edition of
Paul’s self-produced work. His
most famous works in the 1980s
were his chart-topping collabora-
tions with two famous African
American musicians.

Reuniting with former Beatles
producer George Martin, Paul
sung a duet with Stevie Wonder
titled “Ebony and Ivory.” The
track became a polite adult con-
temporary jam that gives rather
tame opinions on racial division
and equality.

Paul also made two songs with
the pop star of the moment, Mi-
chael Jackson. The first was “The
Girlis Mine.” The lead single for the
blockbuster 1982 album “Thriller,”
it’s a breezy soul track which cov-
ers both men arguing over a girl.

The second single “Say Say
Say” was Paul’s last chart-topper

SJON: PAUL MCCARTNEY

in America, recorded for his 1983
solo album “Pipes for Peace,” and
much more of a collaboration be-
tween both men. Paul manages to
keep up with Jackson’s vocal the-
atrics on this dance-pop number,
tapping into Jackson’s groove; it
wouldn’t sound amiss if it was on
“Thriller,” instead.

Apart from his solo releases, the
most interesting things Paul did in
the next few decades were his col-
laborations and concerts. In 1991
he ventured into orchestral mu-
sic with “Liverpool Oratorio.” He
made an electronica album in 1993
with Youth from post-punk band
Killing Joke. In 2015, he worked
with Kanye West and Rihanna
to make the single “FourFiveSec-
onds,” which helped Paul reach
the top 10 of the Billboard Hot 100
for the first time since 1986.

Out on the road, Paul has been
selling out stadiums around the
world thanks to his enduring
fame. He performed at Citi Field
when it opened in 2009, and the
new Yankee Stadium two years
later. Outside of playing to thou-
sands at arenas and stadiums,
Paul also made the end credits
song for the video game “Destiny.”

That’s all T have for this edition
of British Invasion! Come back in
two weeks to read about the se-
cret fourth member of the Beatles
(hint: his name starts with an R).
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LIFE EDITOR
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sab23059@uconn.edu

Hello and welcome back to
the Pull List, a weekly round-up
of everything new and exciting
within the world of DC Comics.
This week, we’ll be taking a look
at some recently released titles,
evaluating some big announce-
ments and briefly dipping our
toes into Marvel to discuss “Spi-
der-Man: Brand New Day.”

First off, we’ll cover my per-
sonal pick for this week. It’s
a light week right now for my
own list, but there are some
interesting titles in the mix to-
day.

The most important book to
consider is “Superman/Spider-
Man #1” — this one-shot book
continues the DC/Marvel tradi-
tion of regular crossover events
and looks to be a fun ride. This
title has several well-known
writers and artists attached,
with a headlining story written
by Mark Waid and illustrated
by Jorge Jimenez.

The rest of the book will in-
clude accompanying stories
featuring Lois Lane, Mary
Jane Watson, Jimmy Olsen,
the Punisher, Power Girl and
many more. The long list of
writers and artists includes
powerhouses like Matt Frac-
tion and Tom King, although
the increased amount of con-
tent means the book will be
running for $7.99, with variant
covers at $8.99. It’s certainly a
jump from standard pricing,
but hopefully the book will be
worth the cost.

Now that we’ve already men-
tioned Marvel’s favorite web-
slinger, it’s time to dive into
the recently released trailer for
“Spider-Man: Brand New Day.”

The new trailer picks up
from the events of “Spider-
Man: No Way Home,” in which
Tom Holland’s Peter Parker
asks Benedict Cumberbatch’s
Dr. Strange to erase his iden-
tity from the minds of the
world after his name and face
are broadcasted. This effec-
tively eliminates Peter’s entire
world, as now no one, includ-
ing best friend Ned (Jacob Bat-
alon) and girlfriend Michelle
“M]” Jones-Watson (Zendaya),
remembers who he is.

The trailer showcases a de-
pressed, struggling to survive
Peter Parker in his early 20s.
For those who aren’t well-
versed in Spider-Man lore, it
may be surprising to hear that
many fans are overjoyed at the
prospect of a miserable Peter.

The first three movies of
Marvel’s take on Spider-Man

CLIPART COURTESY OF VECTEEZY

(which we’ll call the “Home
trilogy”) depict Peter as a teen
in high school, navigating reg-
ular problems like crushes and
homework alongside his duties
as Spider-Man.

While the Home trilogy is a
fun depiction of Spider-Man,
it’s not how the comics have
typically gone. Often, Peter is
in his adulthood and struggling
to pay rent, hence his stint as a
photographer for the Daily Bu-
gle to try and make a bit of mon-
ey. This new movie appears to
remain a little truer to the spi-
der’s comic book origins, which
has many fans excited.

The film’s trailer stresses the
idea of evolution, and if Peter
waking up in a webby cocoon
is anything to go by, it seems
he’s experiencing some form
of spider-puberty. It seems
likely that he’ll develop a form
of organic webbing, instead of
chemically synthesizing his
webs in a lab. Some fans have
also speculated that this film
will signal the arrival of Ven-
om in the MCU.

Another huge question for
the film is actress Sadie Sink,
best known for her role as Max
Mayfield in Netflix’s “Strang-
er Things.” Sink’s casting was
announced weeks ago, but her
role is yet to be confirmed.
Fans have guessed she may be
a new version of MJ, mutant
Rachel Summers or maybe a
redheaded Gwen Stacy, but
currently it’s most likely that
she’ll be playing Jean Grey,
who first appeared in “X-Men
#1” in 1963 and possesses tele-
kinetic and telepathic powers.

If Sink as Jean Grey is con-
firmed to be true, it’s possible
her extrasensory powers will
be used to repair the minds of
Ned and M]J.

For myself, I only hope the new
Spider-Man film stays ground-
ed. In the Home trilogy, Peter
was often assisted by the much
more superhero-savvy Iron
Man, which takes away from
Spider-Man’s traditional role as
a lone hero fighting the odds. So
far, it seems “Brand New Day”
will feature a much more isolated
Peter, which will hopefully push
his character growth.

Speaking of growth, DC
Comics has now officially be-
gun the “Next Level” initiative
this month. The second act of
DC All In will feature plenty of
new titles to help refresh this
chapter of DC Comics.

This past week saw three new
titles in the form of “Batwoman
#1,” “Lobo #1” and “Deathstroke:
The Terminator #1.” Two villains!

I've been waiting some time
for Kate Kane’s glorious re-

FUL

turn to Batwoman, and this #1
seems to set Kate up for a great
run. While the issue by itself
doesn’t have much action or
plot, it does set up plenty of in-
triguing story threads that we
may see Kate follow, such as
the mysterious death and sub-
sequent haunting of her sister
Beth.

The new Batwoman series
seems to be a gothic horror
story with plenty of cultish
religion thrown into the mix.
There isn’t much to go off yet,
but Kate’s new journey looks to
be right up my alley.

“Lobo #1” is a stark departure
from Batwoman. The character
of Lobo has been confirmed to
be featured in the upcoming
“Supergirl” movie so it’s un-
surprising that DC made the
decision to start a solo run for
the main man himself. “Lobo”
leans into the character’s co-

Tom Holland in the first trailer for “Spider-Man: Brand New Day.” The movie is set to release July
PHOTO COURTESY OF @WENS_CAMERA_ROLL ON INSTAGRAM

31, 2026.
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medic side and makes plenty
of meta jokes accompanied by
crass humor and absurd char-
acter designs. It looks to be fun,
but not a heavy investment.

“Deathstroke: The Termina-
tor #1” is an action-heavy book
with some insight and devel-
opment for Deathstroke, also
known as Slade Wilson. With-
out getting too into the weeds,
issue one sets up Deathstroke
to be broke, friendless and on a
quest for revenge, so it should
be a pretty interesting ride for
the world’s greatest assassin if
you're into the intrigue.

Deathstroke’s solo run ar-
rives as DC begins a reboot of
the “Titans” series, renaming
it to “New Titans” with issue
#33. This newest book changes
the team’s line-up, resetting
the roster and introducing
some new blood.

Issue #33, without delving

into spoilers too much, reveals
some faults of the current Ti-
tans team and introduces the
New Titans as the solution.
This new team is made up of
Jon Kent as Superboy, Stepha-
nie Brown as Batgirl, Yara Flor
as Wonder Girl and Kid Devil.
Interestingly, the cover of the
book also features Terra, who
is not depicted alongside the
New Titans team in the actual
issue.

It’s unclear if the two teams
will merge or if the New Ti-
tans will act as a replacement,
but my personal prediction is
that the New Titans will take
over the series and the current
Titans will act more as men-
tors and occasional cameos.
It’s also possible that we’ll see
some appearances from other
young superheroes, such as
Cassandra Cain’s Batgirl or
Jeffrey Holt’s Fairplay.
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In Response to Timothée Chalamet:
s It curtains for ballet and opera”

by Gianna Cassino | WEEKLY COLUMNIST | SHE/HER/HERS | gic23015@uconn.edu

Dune

actor
Timothée

Chalamet
has spent
the past few
weeks under fire
for “taking shots”
(his words) at the ballet
and opera industries in an
interview with Variety. Long
story short: Chalamet stated
that he wouldn’t work in an
industry that “needs to be
kept alive”, and artists of all
disciplines instantly pushed
back. His statement has led
to widespread online dis-

course on the cultural rel-
evance and worth of these

industries. Although he
definitely could have been
kinder, Chalamet isn’t
completely incorrect.
Two of the world’s old-
est live art forms are
criminally  underap-
preciated by younger
generations. I am of
the firm belief that
opera and ballet are
not only alive and
well, but worth-
while pastimes for

those of all ages.
An awful PR
move for Chal-
amet turned out
incredibly ben-
eficial for mar-
keting teams
of the indus-

tries he’s
attempted to
tear down. Chalamet’s

statement has brought the opera
and ballet communities together
at the forefront of the online pop
culture sphere in unprecedented
ways. Theaters throughout the
world have seized their added
spotlight as an opportunity to
show off their incredible stars
and design teams on social me-
dia, tagging Chalamet or men-
tioning him in shady captions.
Some, like the Seattle Opera,
have even begun offering dis-
counted tickets wusing Timo-
thée’s name as a coupon code.

Ironically, Chalamet belit-
tling these industries for being
underappreciated by younger
generations has brought them
further into the minds of those
that ignored them. Younger au-
diences respond incredibly well
to snarky, personality-based
marketing (the official Wendy’s
twitter account speaks vol-
umes). United against a common
enemy, opera and ballet compa-
nies have a unique opportunity
to rebrand their marketing voice
as something relatable, modern
and witty — all things they’re
perceived as lacking. The poten-
tial to engage with new audience
segments is a groundbreaking
step towards shattering myths
and misconceptions.

Speaking of the ability to re-
brand as an industry, this dis-
course sits upon the ever-present
question of why young people
aren’t inclined to consume bal-
let or opera. Two detrimental
assumptions are killing interest:
perceived dullness and inacces-

sibility.
Some op-

eras and ballets are in-
deed slow-paced and centuries
old. However, both art forms
have evolved significantly with
the times and feature distinct
genres. There are absurdist,
dream-like ballets and operas
that feel like edge-of-your-seat
reality TV broken up by song.
Centuries-old classics in the
public domain mean anything
is fair game, from modern pop-
culture references to impro-
vised jokes. Directors want
their shows to be fun to perform
and watch — they’re eager to
breathe new life into old works.
Of course, I can’t guarantee that
you’ll fall in love with every bal-
let on the planet. It simply might
not be your thing, like how table
tennis isn’t mine. However, gen-
eralizing an entire form of media
before engaging with it yourself
could stop you from discovering
a genuine interest.

Furthermore, to say that these
art forms are inaccessible would
be blatantly incorrect. The mass
impression of utter boredom at-
tended solely by old-timey elites in
suits and evening gowns is far from
reality. Younger generations have
a place in both performing and
engaging with opera and ballet.
Theaters across the country have
begun offering discount codes in
the wake of the Timothée scandal,
and the New York City Ballet offers
$30 rush tickets for those between
the ages of 13 and 30. Theaters
want young people in the audience.
There’s no pressure to dress a cer-
tain way or come from a certain
status or to have extensive back-

ground
knowl-
edge on
the history
of the show
youre attend-
ing. Art is useless
if it isn’t open to be
viewed by all.

Even if you can’t make
it to New York, never fear! The
University of Connecticut’s mu-
sic program is staging an opera
this weekend right on campus.
Featuring a talented cast of ma-
jority UConn wundergraduate
students, it’s the perfect conve-
nient and affordable introduc-
tion to opera. Further infor-
mation can be found on the
UConn music department’s
website and Instagram.

Shameless plug aside;
everyone should attend an
opera and ballet at least
once in their lifetimes.
In a world prioritizing
short-form digital con-
tent, witnessing longer
live performances is a
refreshing way to re-
set the mind and tem-
porarily escape from
the outside world. It
sounds cheesy, but
chances are you’ll
see the world a lit-
tle bit differently
after every live
performance
you engage
with.
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Students at the UConn Storrs campus enjoy the sun on March 24, 2026. The beginning of spring has brought warmer temperatures, allowing students to do more ac-
tivities outside. PHOTO BY PARKER MEYERS, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

‘Good Enough’ Is Even Better:
Why gen-eds should be pass/fail

by Tamara Segal | STAFFWRITER | SHE/HER/HERS | tamara.segal@uconn.edu

This week marks the beginning
of course selection for the upcom-
ing semester, and with it comes
the (often begrudging) search
for a gen-ed class to fill out your
schedule.

Now, the University
of Connecticut claims
that their general
education requirements
boast benefits, like
exposing students
to diverse ideas and
allowing them to
discover new interests.
Unfortunately, this is
rarely the case.

In most college students’ minds,
the word “gen-ed” is synonymous
with waste-of-time. While that’s
not necessarily right, it’s not en-
tirely wrong either. There are
many underappreciated virtues
of general education classes, not
the least of which is encountering
new modes of thinking and per-
spectives you’d never considered
before, yet the typical general ed-
ucation program still leaves much
to be desired. One thing that could
greatly improve it would be the
option for students to place gen-
eds on pass/fail.

Pass/fail is a grading method
where a student either receives
a “pass,” meaning their perfor-
mance was satisfactory, or a “fail”
which speaks for itself. However,
unlike typical courses, grades for
these classes don’t count towards
your GPA, so a “pass” won’t bring
you down the way a “C” could.
Currently, the majority of schools
only allow students to request
courses to be taken pass/fail un-
der limited circumstances. Yet at
certain schools, the policies are
much more open. Brown Uni-

versity, for example, allows un-
dergraduate students to take any
course pass/fail — even courses
that count toward their major.
Now, the University of Con-
necticut claims that their general
education requirements boast ben-
efits, like exposing students to di-
verse ideas and allowing them to
discover new interests. Unfortu-
nately, this is rarely the case. More
often, students are fearful of tank-
ing their GPA and instead opt for

A

Meanwhile, many students cer-
tainly have genuine interests that they
would love the chance to pursue. Some
might even elect to challenge them-
selves with upper-level classes that
require more advanced coursework if
only the burden of aiming for perfect
performance were lifted. If students
could take general education courses
as pass/fail, it would substantially re-
duce the pressure they’re under.

Furthermore, contrary to the
common fear in academia, this

. T

Students busy studying in the Homer D. Babbidge Library at the UConn
Storrs campus. This week marks the start of class selection for the

fall semester.
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so-called easy-A’s even if they find
no meaning in these classes. When
they find no meaning, learning
ceases: their focus shifts towards
getting the work done, getting an
A and getting the class far out of
their sight at the end of the semes-
ter. Few could blame them when
grades are exceedingly (and per-
haps excessively) influential in job
placement, and even more so, in
applying to graduate school.

policy would not encourage stu-
dents to slack off their work or
abuse its leniency — at least not
any more than the current one
does. After all, the term “easy-A”
is not a new one. It is not a new
trend for students to choose the
classes that are easiest to pass, and
when that’s not possible, to find
ways to cheat. With the advent
of AI, offloading tasks has only
become easier, more widespread,

and harder for teachers and ad-
ministration to prevent. The truth
is that those who are determined
to slack off will find ways to do
so no matter what. Instead, what
we must focus on is how modify-
ing the grading system will enable
students who actually want to
challenge themselves intellectu-
ally to escape the looming fear of
grades and focus on learning.

It is just as silly to fear that stu-
dents’ performance wouldn’t be
as impressive with this grading
scheme. Although a poor grade
in a gen-ed clearly looks bad, it’s
not as though the specific gen-eds
themselves are what impresses
employers or admissions coun-
selors. Rather, it is the breadth
of knowledge and skills that stu-
dents gain through these classes,
which is impressive. Empower-
ing students to take more liberties
with their plan of study would
only enhance these repertoires.

Education should be
about exploration, and
it’s a shame to see so
many students sacrifice
that in an attempt to
feign perfection. Yet
in this society which
holds perfection
as a standard,
universities have a
clear opportunity to
take a step in the right
direction.

Education should be about ex-
ploration, and it’s a shame to see
so many students sacrifice that in
an attempt to feign perfection. Yet
in this society which holds perfec-
tion as a standard, universities
have a clear opportunity to take a
step in the right direction.

[
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WILKER'S WEEKLY:

POST-EREE AGENGY MOGK DRAFT SEES LIONS AND JETS TRADE UP (MOGK DRAFT 2.0)

by Graham Wilker
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
Graham.Wilker@uconn.edu

1.1 | Las Vegas Raiders:
QB Fernando Mendoza, In-
diana

It’s only a matter of time un-
til the Heisman winning Na-
tional Champion is the first
name called.

1.2 | New York Jets: ED
Arvell Reese, Ohio State

Despite having linebacker
versatility, Reese will play on
the edge as a top five pick. He
had 6.5 sacks with the Buck-
eyes last season.

1.3 | Arizona Cardinals:
ED David Bailey, Texas
Tech

Bailey, who had 14.5 sacks
with the Red Raiders last sea-
son, would be a nice way to
jump start Mike Lafleur’s re-
build, while it’s also been ru-
mored Josh Sweat wants out of
Glendale.

1.4 | Tennessee Titans:
RB Jeremiyah Love, Notre
Dame

With Calvin Ridley return-
ing for 2026, running back is the
most glaring need for Tennessee.

1.5 | New York Giants: OG
Francis Mauigoa, Miami

Jaxson Dart looks to be the
future in New York, so protect-
ing him should be priority 1.
Andre Thomas and Jermaine
Eluemenor are sound book-
ends, but Mauigoa helps build
the interior.

1.6 | Cleveland Browns:
WR Carnell Tate, Ohio State

The Browns need a quarter-
back, but there aren’t any vi-
able options at No. 6. Instead,
preparing for their future QB
by adding a weapon like Tate
could be a sound idea.

1.7 | Washington Com-
manders: LB Sonny Styles,
Ohio State

The Commanders’ second
level has struggled for the last
few years, as Bobby Wagner is
far from the player he once was.
Styles has all-time athleticism
and missed one tackle all year.

1.8 | New Orleans Saints:
WR Jordyn Tyson, Arizona
State

Kellen Moore is an offen-
sive mind, and if it wasn’t for a
laundry list of injuries, Tyson
would figure to be a lock for
the WRi1.

1.9 | Kansas City Chiefs:
CB Mansoor Delane, LSU

The Chiefs lost both start-
ing cornerbacks, and they have
their pick of the litter at No. 9.
Delane conceded a 40% com-
pletion rate and didn’t allow a
touchdown all year.

1.10 | Cincinnati Bengals:
SAF Caleb Downs, Ohio
State

Derwin James, Kyle Hamil-
ton, Caleb Downs. Elite talents
slip at safety due to the nature
of the position, and the Ben-
gals happily take advantage.

1.11 | Miami Dolphins: ED
Rueben Bain Jr., Miami

Keeping a player in state?
Try in city. Bain had 9.5 sacks
for the Hurricanes, and despite
major concerns surrounding
arm length, new HC Jeff Haf-
ley grabs a top talent.

1.12 | Detroit Lions: OT
Monroe Freeling, Georgia

Trade: DET trades Pick 17 (1)
and Pick 50 (2) to DAL for Pick
12 (1) and Pick 92 (3)

After parting ways with Tay-
lor Decker, the Lions have a void
at left tackle. Freeling could go
even higher than No. 12 given
his athletic traits, and Dan
Campbell’s squad trades up to
account for their biggest need.

1.13 | L.A. Rams: WR
Makai Lemon, USC

The Rams ran 13 personnel
(3 TE) 16% more than the next
team because they didn’t have
a third receiver. Lemon fixes
that issue.

1.14 | Baltimore Ravens: C
Spencer Fano, Utah

Fano to center is a popular
trend of late, and the Ravens
just lost Tyler Linderbaum.

1.15 | Tampa Bay Bucca-

neers:
Oregon

The Buccaneers opt to re-
place Mike Evans with an ath-
letic freak of a tight end.

1.16 | New York Jets: SAF
Dillon Thieneman, Oregon

Aaron Glenn had two top
safeties in Detroit, and pairing
Thieneman with Minkah Fitz-
patrick emulates that.

1.17 | Dallas Cowboys: CB
Jermod McCoy, Tennessee

Trade: DET trades Pick 17 (1)
and Pick 50 (2) to DAL for Pick
12 (1) and Pick 92 (3)

The Cowboys need corner-
back help, and McCoy was
spectacular in 2024 before
missing all of ‘25 with a torn
ACL.

1.18 | Minnesota Vikings:

TE Kenyon Sadiq,

SAF Emmanuel McNeil-
Warren, Toledo
After cutting Harrison

Smith, the Vikings need to
find a replacement.

1.19 | Carolina Panthers:
LB C.J. Allen, Georgia

Christian Rozeboom needs
upgrading if the Panthers
want to retain their division
crown.

1.20 | Dallas Cowboys: DT
Caleb Banks, Florida

The Cowboys are moving
to a 3-4, so adding a 6-foot-6,
330-pound nose tackle would
do them a world of good.

1.21 | Pittsburgh Steelers:
QB Ty Simpson, Alabama

Mike McCarthy was report-
ed to have been brought in for
his ability to develop quarter-
backs. Whether Aaron Rodg-
ers returns or not, Simpson
could be the long-term starter.

1.22 | L.A. Chargers: OG
Vega Ioane, Penn State

The Chargers continue their
offensive line rebuild.

1.23 | Philadelphia Eagles:
WR Omar Cooper Jr., Indi-
ana

Whether A.J. Brown stays
or goes, the Eagles can do bet-
ter than Hollywood Brown at
WR3.

1.24 | Cleveland Browns:
OT Caleb Lomu, Utah

The Browns possibly landed
their WR1 and left tackle for
the next decade in the same
draft.

1.25 | Chicago Bears: ED
Akheem Mesidor, Miami

Other than Montez Sweat, no
Bears edge defender eclipsed
five sacks last year.

1.26 | Buffalo Bills: DT Pe-
ter Woods, Clemson

Ed Oliver played four games
last year, and T.J. Sanders had
only one sack. Buffalo needs
more interior pressure.

1.27 | New York Jets: CB
Aveion Terrell, Clemson

Trade: SF trades Pick 27 (1)
to NY]J for Pick 33 (2), Pick 103
(4), and Pick 140 (4)

The Jets move up to make a
third first round selection af-
ter not nabbing a single inter-
ception last season.

1.28 | Houston Texans: OG
Kadyn Proctor, Alabama

The Texans need to protect
C.J. Stroud in what will be a
pivotal year for his future as
the starter.

1.29 | Kansas City Chiefs:
WR KC Concepcion, Texas
A&M

Rashee Rice has played 12
games in the last two seasons,
and Travis Kelce will likely re-
tire after this season.

1.30 | Miami Dolphins: CB
Brandon Cisse, South Caro-
lina

The Dolphins add physical-
ity and athleticism after select-
ing Bain at No. 12.

1.31 | New England Patri-
ots: ED Keldric Faulk, Au-
burn

Mike Vrabel opted for 280+
pound Dre’Mont Jones over the
pass rush of K’Lavon Chais-
son, and Faulk checks the size
box on the edge.

1.32 | Seattle Seahawks:
CB Colton Hood, Tennessee

Seattle lost Riq Woolen and
Coby Bryant in free agency, so
replacing their presence in the
defensive backfield will be key.

¥

Fernando Mendoza, a quarterback for the Indiana Hoosiers lunges with the ball. Mendoza is an-
ticipated to be the first pick in the 2026 NFL draft.

PHOTO COURTESY OF @FERNANDOMENDOZA INSTAGRAM

Arvell Reese, a Imebacker for Ohio State Umversﬂy, pro;ected to be the second or third pick in the
2026 NFL draft. Reese has played for the Ohio State Buckeyes since 2023.

PHOTO COURTESY OF @ARVXLL ON INSTAGRAM
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A close up of an NCAA March Madness basketball. The UConn Huskies played the Syracuse Orange at Gampel Pavilion in Storrs, Conn. on March 23, 2026, winning with a

final score of 98-45.
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ELLIOT" WEEKLY TIP-OFF:
NSIDE TH BRACKE, BREAKDOWNS OF THE SHEET STEE

by Elliot Koplas
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
ejk23008@uconn.edu

And then there was none.

The final perfect brackets have
fallen after Tennessee upset Vir-
ginia on Sunday afternoon, but
with upsets brewing, the antici-
pation could not be higher.

After four days of the tourna-
ment, we went from 64 teams to
just 16. Teams are continuing to
dance into the next round, and
these upcoming matchups are
some of the best.

On March 26, the West and
South regions will play their
matchups for a shot at the Elite
Eight. Purdue will face the low-
est seed remaining in the tourna-
ment, Texas, in San Jose, Calif.
The Boilermakers won the Big
Ten after beating top ranked
Michigan and have continued
their success into the tourna-
ment. They defeated Queens in
the first round 104-71 and then
UMiami 79-69 in the round of 32.

As for Texas, they qualified for
the first four and had to defeat
NC State before meeting up with
BYU in the first round. They de-
feated the Cougars 79-71 despite
AJ Dybantsa’s 35 points. In the
round of 32, the Longhorns took
down Gonzaga 74-68 to pull off
yet another upset. Their offense
comes with all sorts of weapons
with a different player leading in
scoring in each game of the tour-
nament so far. The versatility of
the roster is one thing teams hate
to matchup against since shutting
down their offense has become
much more difficult.

The biggest shocker in the tour-
nament happened when Iowa
took down the defending cham-
pion Florida in Sunday’s round
of 32 games. The Hawkeyes took
the lead late thanks to an Alvaro
Folgueiras clutch 3-pointer with
4.5 seconds left. The final min-
utes in the game went back and
forth between the two after Iowa
had a comfortable lead halfway
through the second half. They
were able to stay with the Gators
and send the defending champi-
ons home knocking out the first
one-seed of the tournament.

Their opponent will be Nebras-
ka in a familiar Big Ten show-
down. The two teams have split
meetings this season, winning
their respective home games. The
Cornhuskers took down Troy
and Vanderbilt so far in this tour-
nament and are hoping to add ri-
val Iowa to the list. Iowa won the
first meeting at home 57-52 before
losing the final game of the sea-
son on the road to Nebraska 75-84

in overtime. Fans should expect
more of the same coming down to
the wire in a tight matchup with
the pressure of March and the
tournament resting on players’
shoulders.

Arkansas will face Arizona in
a battle between two offensive
heavy programs. The Razor-
backs won the SEC tournament
and are now averaging 96 points
per game so far in this tourna-
ment. The Wildcats also won

so far in this tournament. The
Cougars have won both their
games by an impressive 31 points,
and the Fighting Illini have won
their games by an average of 28
points. With both these teams
showing no signs of struggle so
far, this matchup will be a good
test when they face another domi-
nant program.

On March 27, the second half of
the Sweet Sixteen will take place
with a slate of legendary pro-
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played flawless defense against
the Jayhawks, forcing turnovers
as they struggled to inbound the
ball and break the press.

The Blue Devils have had
slower starts in both games this
tournament after going down 11
against Siena in the first round.
This marked the largest lead by
any 16 seed over a one-seed at the
half in tournament history. Duke
eventually found their groove
and defeated Siena by six. In the

!
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Braylon Mullins shooting a basket in a winning game against UCLA. The Huskies will face the Michi-

gan State Spartans on Friday.

their conference tournament
defeating Houston for the Big 12
crown. They defeated LIU and
Utah State so far and are hoping
to advance to the Elite Eight for
the first time since 2022 where
they lost to Houston. Expect an
offensive heavy game with lots of
points scored.

The nightcap on Thursday will
be between Illinois and Houston.
Both have cruised into the Sweet
Sixteen and have not been tested

grams taking the court.

St. John’s will take on Duke in
a bloodbath after both programs
won their respective conference
tournaments. The Red Storm de-
feated Northern Iowa comfortably
in the first round before needing a
buzzer beater layup to knock off
Kansas in the round of 32. Dylan
Darling was the hero for the John-
nies with the final second bucket
being his only two points of the
game. Rick Pitino’s squad dis-

PHOTO BY MADISON HENDRICKS, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

second round TCU gave the Blue
Devils a run for their money in
the first half with Duke only lead-
ing by four. Again, the second half
team led by Cameron Boozer took
flight and outscored the Horned
Frogs by 19 in the following half.

These two legendary coaches
meeting this early in the tourna-
ment is rare, but the east region
has shown to be one of the tough-
est.

Perhaps the two most offensive-

ly dominant programs in the tour-
nament will meet when Alabama
takes on Michigan. This game
might just have 200 points scored
with Alabama averaging 90 so far
and Michigan averaging 98. Ala-
bama’s defense has been slightly
better than Michigan’s holding
teams to below 70. Both squads
rely on scoring, which should
make this one of the highest scor-
ing games of the tournament.

Two more legendary coaches
will meet in the east region when
Tom Izzo and Dan Hurley’s
squads take the court.

Michigan State had a comfort-
able first-round win over North
Dakota State before facing Louis-
ville. Michigan State led the game
for over 30 minutes, showing
their dominance and consistency
to keep the lead. This consis-
tency was a problem UConn had
for the first half against UCLA
when they struggled to find their
rhythm. Shots eventually started
to fall for Alex Karaban and Bray-
lon Mullins as they combined for
44 of UConn’s 73. The Huskies
are hoping for more shots to drop
in their matchup with the Spar-
tans as falling behind early could
put them in a world of trouble.

The final game on display will
be between Tennessee and Iowa
State. The Volunteers defeated
Miami OH in the first round
comfortably before upsetting
Virginia to knock out the final
perfect bracket. The Vols have
been led by Guard Ja’Kobi Gil-
lespie, who has averaged 25 so far
in this tournament and scored
about a third of his teams’ total
points.

Iowa State faced a setback in
the first half of the first round
against Tennessee State when
their All-American star, Joshua
Jefferson, landed awkwardly on
his left ankle in the opening min-
utes. Jefferson did not return and
did not play in the next round
against Kentucky. The Cyclones
adjusted to this change and
ended the first half 31-30 before
exploding into the second half,
scoring 51 points and beating the
Wildcats 82-63.

Seasons will be on the line later
this week with trips to the Elite
Eight on the table. Sweet Sixteen
matchups tip off, and the margin
for error continues to dwindle.
The final teams have shown they
have what it takes to advance, but
the madness is far from over.

This next weekend will show
who the real title contenders are
and if they will do what it takes
to win.

What teams will continue to
dance?
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BRAYDEN'S BREAKDOWN:
WHO T0 TARGET IN YOUR ANTASY BAGEBALL DRAFT

by Brayden Gorski
STAFF WRITER

HE/HIM/HIS
brayden.gorski@uconn.edu

Opening Day in Major League
Baseball is upon us and with
that comes a new season of fan-
tasy sports.

Fantasy baseball is a little
bit different from other sports.
With most teams only having
one day off a week, you need
to be sure you are drafting the
right players for your lineup.
One wrong draft pick and it
could cost you the season.

There are players like Shohei
Ohtani, Aaron Judge and Cal
Raleigh who will deservedly be
top picks because of their out-
standing seasons in 2025. How-
ever, what you do after the first
round is even more important
than your first selection.

Here are five players to keep
an eye on when you are drafting.

Junior Caminero

Expect the star third baseman
to pick up right where he left off
in the World Baseball Classic.
Caminero had 7 hits and 3 home
runs in 6 games for the Domini-
can Republic. He will be the fo-
cal point of Tampa Bay’s offense
this season and will try to live
up to the massive expectations
that he set last year. In his first
full MLB season, the 22-year-
old slugged 45 home runs along
with 159 hits and 110 RBIs. The
only issue is his strikeout rate.
Caminero struck out 125 times
and only walked 41 times. De-
spite that, his home runs and
other hits should make him a
first or second round pick this

fantasy season.

Roman Anthony

Speaking of WBC success,
Roman Anthony was a last-
minute replacement for Corbin
Carroll and made an instant
impact for Team USA.
Anthony had 7 hits,
including a game
winning hom-
er against
the DR
in the
semi-

fi-

nals.
It will
be his
first full
season in the
majors  after
playing 71 games
last season. Anthony
had an on-base percent-
age of .396 and his ability to
get on base gives his fantasy
owners a few easy points every
game. He had more hits than
games played, a feat he could

repeat in a full 162 game season.
Jacob Wilson
Wilson is another promising
second year player who will try

LOGO BY SAMANTHA HASS, ARTIST EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

to build off his successful 2025
campaign. He had 151 hits and
only struck out 39 times last

year. His .311 average was tied
for second best in the league.
Wilson is a low risk, high re-
ward player who will be avail-
able in the middle of most drafts.
With the young Athletics core
trying to make a playoff
push, Wilson will be
a key player and
his fantasy
value will
continue
to rise in
2026.

Fram-
ber Valdez
Starting
pitchers are the

name of the game in
fantasy baseball. They
rack up the most points and
can pitch once or twice a week
depending on the schedule.
The obvious top picks are Tarik
Skubal, Paul Skenes and Garrett

Crochet, but the rest of the field
is up for debate. Framber Valdez
departed from the Astros in the
offseason to team up with Skub-
al in Detroit, something that will
benefit him. Valdez had a rough
year last season, but has some
pressure taken off him starting
after Skubal. He does not have to
be the number one guy and carry
the load for a pitching staff like
he had to do in Houston for some
years. Valdez had a sub 3 ERA in
2022 and 2024 and his strikeout
numbers usually are near 200
per season. He has pitched over
175 innings in each of the last
four seasons, making him a reli-
able option for fantasy. The na-
tive of the Dominican Republic
should have a bounce back year
in the Motor City.

Pete Fairbanks

Even though you should
have as many starting pitchers
as possible, it is always nice to
have a reliable reliever on your
roster. Aroldis Chapman was
putting up championship win-
ning numbers down the stretch
in his first year in Boston. So,
in Pete Fairbanks’ first year in
Miami, expect similar results.
Fairbanks is averaging 25 saves
per season the past three sea-
sons and his strikeout numbers
are also solid. He appeared in a
career-high 61 games last season
for a fourth-place Tampa Bay
Rays team. If the young Marlins
want to contend this season,
they need Fairbanks to deliver
in clutch situations. Expect him
to be the closer for a Marlins
team that won 79 games last
season.

2026 MLB STANDINGS PREDIGTIONS:

by Thaddeus Sawyer
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
thaddeus.sawyer@uconn.edu

With the MLB season set to
officially start tonight as the
New York Yankees face the
San Francisco Giants, here are
my predictions for the Ameri-
can League division races.

East

Blue Jays

Toronto captures a second
straight division title. The
2025 AL champions upgrad-
ed their rotation by signing
Dylan Cease and added Tyler
Rogers to the bullpen, creat-
ing depth on the pitching staff.

Despite the loss of Bo Bi-
chette, the Blue Jays received
production from so many
utility-style players last sea-
son that, even if a few take
a step back, there should be
plenty of hitting to sustain
last year’s success. Add in
all-star Vladimir Guerrero Jr.
and well-rounded Japanese
import Kazuma Okamoto and
the Jays should be just fine.

Yankees

The Yankees didn’t do much
beyond re-signing players,
bringing back Cody Bellinger
and retaining Trent Grisham
via the qualifying offer. Ben
Rice should see an improve-
ment on his stat page after
suffering from being one of
baseball’s unluckiest hitters
last season. Still, the lineup
remains largely the same.

The rotation improves
with the acquisition of Ryan
Weathers (despite a horrid
spring, 11.08 ERA over 13 in-
nings) and the return of Ger-

AMERIC

rit Cole, plus a full season of
Cam Schlittler. However, the
bullpen, on paper, appears
markedly worse after both
Devin Williams and Luke
Weaver defected from the
Bronx to Queens to pitch for
the Mets.

The lineup is the same,
and the pitching staff overall
didn’t clearly improve.

In short, the gap between
the Yankees and Blue Jays
grew this offseason. The Yan-
kees are one Aaron Judge in-
jury away from missing the
postseason.

Red Sox

It was a peculiar offseason
for the Red Sox, who made
plenty of additions but lost
Alex Bregman after seeming-
ly cementing his role as long
term leader with the Rafael
Devers trade.

Willson Contreras and
Sonny Gray are fine pickups.
Ranger Sudrez is a fantastic
two behind Garrett Crochet
in the rotation. Still, that may
not be enough to make up for
the loss of Bregman.

Orioles

Baltimore finishes just be-
hind Boston in a close call.
Pete Alonso is the big pick up,
but Taylor Ward brings an-
other 30-plus home run bat.

The rotation still falls short,
but Chris Bassitt is another
good signing. Trevor Rog-
ers maintaining his breakout
and Kyle Bradish returning
strong in his first full season
back from injury would give
them postseason potential.

Rays

The small-market Rays re-

AN

turn to Tropicana but can’t
recapture a winning record.
Tampa Bay is always game
for a surprise, but the lineup
only got weaker.

Central

Tigers

Detroit went all out in im-
proving their rotation, bring-
ing back living franchise leg-
end Justin Verlander as well as
signing Framber Valdez, who
pitched from A.J. Hinch be-
fore Hinch’s firing. Combine
that with Cy Young, favorite
Tarik Skubal, the ever-solid
Casey Mize and Jack Flaherty,
and you’re looking at a top five
rotation in the AL.

The improved staff should
allow them to avoid the divi-
sion title slipping away for a
second straight season.

Royals

You can never count out a
team with both the league’s
best shortstop, Bobby Witt Jr.
(7.1 WAR led all shortstops),
and four playoff-caliber start-
ers. The additions of Matt
Strahm, Nick Mears and Alex
Lange should be a big bullpen
booster.

A bona fide starting out-
fielder at the trade deadline
would go a long way in over-
coming the Tigers for the di-
vision.

Guardians
Cleveland’s two biggest
strengths remain Manag-

er Stephen Vogt and José
Ramirez. Though the Central
in both leagues generally has
increased parity due to the
surplus of small market sta-
tus, the Guardians can’t af-
ford to wait and make their

LEAGUE

move as they did last season.

White Sox

Chicago quietly had one of
the most successful offsea-
sons in baseball. Using the
money freed by the Luis Rob-
ert Jr. trade, the Pale Hose
surprisingly won the Mune-
taka Murakami bidding with
a short-term deal and brought
in set-up man Seranthony
Dominguez.

With a pair of young catch-
ers in Kyle Teel and Edgar
Quero leading the way along-
side slugger Colson Mont-
gomery, the White Sox pos-
sess an exciting young lineup
for the first time in a while.

Twins

Following the 2025 deadline
fire sale and Pablo Loépez’s
season-ending UCL surgery,
Minnesota’s outlook is bleak.
The Twins have a long way to
go before showing they’re se-
rious about winning again.

West

Mariners

Seattle repeats after elect-
ing to keep the band together
after a Championship Series
run, essentially swapping out
Jorge Polanco for super-utili-
ty man Brendan Donovan.

The Mariners have maybe
the strongest rotation depth
in baseball and as scary a top
of the order as there is in Cal
Raleigh, Julio Rodriguez and
Josh Naylor.

The M’s have the potential
to win the most games in the
AL.

Rangers

After trading for MacKen-
zie Gore, Texas now features
an imposing one-two-three

punches of any rotation with
Nathan Eovaldi and Jacob
DeGrom. The real question
is health. Both Gore and Eo-
valdi missed time in 2025,
as did star shortstop Corey
Seager and outfielders Wyatt
Langford and Evan Carter. If
healthy, Texas could push for
a division title.

Athletics

The recent loss has taken
the luster off a genuinely
great lineup.

Young stars Jacob Wilson
and Tyler Soderstrom earned
extensions. Nick Kurtz en-
ters his first full season as a
top first baseman, while des-
ignated hitter Brent Rooker
and catcher Shea Langeliers
are widely considered top 10
hitters at their positions.

The rotation keeps the A’s
from fully breaking out of
a rebuild, but an argument
could be made for one to pick
their offense over Texas’.

Astros

Houston continues to re-
gress after missing the play-
offs for the first time in eight
years last season. The addi-
tion of Japanese starter Tat-
suya Imai is interesting but
merely replaces Framber
Valdez in the rotation rather
than being a real addition.

Angels

A perennial division bottom
feeder, the Halos again come
in last after not doing much to
improve their outlook.

Best record: Mariners

Worst record: Angels

Surprise: Athletics

Under-performer: Guard-
ians
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BASEBALL:

HOOK G LOOK TO GONTINUE WINNING STREAK N GAME AGAINST QUINNIPIAC

by Nicole Caruso
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
SHE/HER/HERS
Nicole.caruso@uconn.edu

The Huskies will face
Quinnipiac this Wednesday
following a weekend sweep
in California.

UConn played in a double-
header on Sunday, with a 7-5
win against San Diego State
and an 8-0 shutout victory
against San Jose State.

Junior Tyler Minick had
a standout game with a pair
of home runs which put the
Huskies ahead in the third
inning. Cam Righi followed
suit with a homerun of his
own to add to the scoreboard.

Left-handed pitcher Oliver
Pudvar pitched six innings
for the Huskies, and Greg
Shaw III later got UConn
out of a bases-loaded, no-out
situation to keep the Aztecs
from scoring more runs.

Junior right-handed pitch-
er Charlie Hale earned his
first save of the year, closing
out the game with a scoreless
ninth. Hale then started the
Huskies second game of the
day against San Jose State.
He pitched six innings and
allowed only three hits.

It was a scoreless five in-
nings for both teams until
UConn went on a hitting mis-
sion, scoring all eight runs
during the sixth inning. San
Jose State made a few errors
across the inning, allowing
the Huskies to take full ad-
vantage.

Minick got the scoring
started with a two-run single
and Maddix Dalena had a
strong hit to left center field
which brought in two runs.

Paxton Meyers secured
the Huskies second shutout
of the season, allowing zero
runs in the final two in-
nings, sending UConn back
to Storrs with a win.

Quinnipiac (7-13) won their
most recent game against
Manhattan University 9-3,
despite losing the weekend
series 3-1.

Outfielder Caden William-
son leads the Bobcats in runs
(17) and hits (27). Teammate
Jack Balcer has a .310 batting
average and is behind Wil-
liamson in hits (22). Quinni-
piac’s weakness this season
has been in the bullpen with
all their pitchers having high
ERAs.

Senior right-handed pitch-
er Nick Balcom leads the Bob-
cats pitchers in games played
but holds a 0-5record. Senior
Matt Alduino currently has a
2.77 ERA and J.C. Francone-
re with 4.11. All three made
appearances in the weekend
series against Manhattan
University and can be ex-
pected to play against UConn
this Wednesday.

UConn will need to attack
Quinnipiac’s pitching early
on as Quinnipiac has a trend
of scoring in later innings
which often results in wins.

Huskies will face off
against the Bobcats on
Wednesday at 3:05 p.m. If
fans are unable to make it
to Elliot Ballpark in Storrs,
Conn., they can watch the
game on ESPN+.

UConn men’s baseball team takes on New Haven at Elliot Ballpark on Wednesday, March 3. UConn won 9-4.
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