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‘U.S. ANTI-BLACK RACISM’ COURSE PAUSED BY
UNIVERSITY SENATE; COMMITTEE TO BE CREATED

Students speaking at the USG meeting on Sept. 17, 2025. USG voted against the divestment referendum, eight for and 12 against. PHOTO BY MICHAEL FRANOVIC, GRAB PHOTOGRAPHER/THE

DAILY CAMPUS

by Kevin Guinan
STAFF WRITER
HE/HIM/HIS
keg21003@uconn.edu

The University of Connecti-
cut Senate paused a decision
to require the U.S. Anti-Black
Racism course and spoke on
budgetary issues in a meeting
at the Student Union on Mon-
day.

The first presentation was
the report of the president giv-
en by interim provost, Pamir
Alpay, who said the current
government shutdown is con-
tributing to the budget chal-
lenges. President Radenka
Maric could not attend because
she was dealing with pressing
matters, according to Alpay.

“The shutdown and continu-
ous continuing resolutions
make it very difficult to do re-
search acquiring,” Alpay said.

He added that since the shut-
down, he hasn’t seen a single
new award.

“This is causing a lot of dis-
ruption to research staff, for
grad students [and] our fac-
ulty. This is a significant con-
cern that results in anxiety and
apprehension as we deal with
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these,” Alpay said.

Looking ahead, Alpay said
he expects the federal govern-
ment to grant less awards,
which will lead to an increase
in competition. Under priori-
ties advanced by the Office of
Science and Technology Policy
(OSTP), Alpay said that re-
search topics on AI, biotech-
nology, energy and national
security are more likely to re-
ceive federal funds compared
to “basic research.”

“Do I have any good news?
Not really,” Alpay said, re-
sponding to his own question
as the audience chuckled.

Alpay continued by saying
that higher education is facing
these challenges together. He
encouraged the UConn com-
munity to understand what can
be done about the uncertainty.

UConn’s research and edu-
cational mission are avenues
Alpay said could help push
the school forward by expand-
ing industrial partnerships.
In-state companies involved
in research for biotech, phar-
maceutical, defense and insur-
ance sectors give Connecticut a
leg up for industrial expansion
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compared to other states, ac-
cording to Alpay.

Alpay finished the presenta-
tion by saying that in the short
term, UConn will be OK de-
spite budget pressures and fed-
eral shifts. He said that main-
taining stability in the long
term was another question.

After Alpay’s report, the
University Senate continued a
discussion about the U.S. An-
ti-Black Racism (ABR) course
after a motion to rescind ABR
as a course requirement was
amended at an Oct. 6 town
meeting, according to town
council minutes.

The amendment changed
the motion from rescind-
ing the ABR course require-
ment, which was established
in a 2023 Senate Resolution,
to pausing the by-law change
until reviewed by an imple-
mentation-and-study commit-
tee. An overview of the ABR
course’s history was presented
by a volunteer from the Senate
Executive Committee, Michael
Morrell.

Morrell described some of
the previous issues the ABR
course had when restructuring
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for the common curriculum
under the Africana Studies In-
stitute. The challenges of add-
ing ABR as a requirement in-
cluded changing the duration
of the course to 14 weeks in-
stead of the proposed 7 weeks
and adding a grading compo-
nent.

Sen. Alexis Boylan from the
Art and Art History depart-
ment said that these changes
could conflict with budgetary
issues the school was having.

“I think we have to appreci-
ate that part of the issue here
is that what this became was
a little bit of the conversation
about a certain population of
the professors doing a lot of
work and not being paid for it,”

Boylan said.
President of the Undergrad-
uate Student Government,

Andy Zhang, raised additional
concern over the ABR require-
ment. Zhang said that student
perceptions of the course com-
bined with federal scrutiny
calls the feasibility of the re-
quirement into question.
“Students nowadays are hav-
ing more and more of a difficult
time having conversations and
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dialogue about controversial
topics,” Zhang said. “And I
think that’s something that we
all agreed on was the fact that
mandating some sort of ABR
course would only add to that
kind of attention, to add to that
fire.”

Zhang added that he is op-
posed to getting rid of the
course and views the com-
mittee as a way to move for-
ward with ABR feasibly. Sen.
Douglas Kaufman disagreed
on Zhang’s point and said that
a common reaction to authori-
tarian forces is to appease the
oppressor.

“Iwould urge us to reject this
amendment and understand
the logistical challenge that we
face,” Kaufman said. “Work to
overcome them rather than us-
ing them as excuses to negate
what has already happened.”

The motion to delay the
course passed in a 59-10 vote on
Monday with two abstaining.
Under the motion, the com-
mittee will issue a report with
specific recommendations to
the Senate Executive Commit-
tee by Feb. 12, 2026, according
to the meeting agenda.
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YouTube and Disney Re-enact an Age-Old Fight:
Why your favorite channels disappear from TV

by Patrick Boots
STAFF WRITER

HE/HIM/HIS
patrick.boots@uconn.edu

For thousands of YouTube
TV subscribers, the latest
dispute between the Google-
owned television service and
Disney — resulting in ABC sta-
tions and channels like ESPN
being blacked out — highlights
a growing tension between
streaming platforms and tradi-
tional media companies.

Television stations are pri-
marily licensed to broadcast
their signal over the air. In the
analog era, a distant station
may have been received with
a snowy picture — or not at all
— so engineers often placed the
transmission antennas strategi-
cally atop mountains and near
population centers to maximize
potential viewership.

Some viewers at the time,
due to terrain and other fac-
tors, couldn’t receive their local
stations — so they built anten-
nas to receive and re-amplify
the signals for homes in affect-
ed areas. This system, called
“community access” television,
or CATYV, paved the way for the
cable television service.

Initially, regulations ensured
that all local stations would be
carried on cable systems, since
they were free to view over the
air. Due in part to cable systems
starting to charge for CATV ser-
vice, station owners petitioned
to have the rules changed: they
could stay a “must-carry” chan-
nel or elect to negotiate for com-
pensation from the cable com-
pany, known as retransmission
consent.

When cable carriers and
channel programmers disagree
on retransmission rates, they’re
forced to black out any affected
channel unless both parties
come to an agreement. Even
local stations, which are often
owned by unrelated compa-
nies — not the networks — are
forced to be blacked out by way
of their affiliation agreement.

This kind of standoff isn’t

£ YouTube
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new. Retransmission disputes
have been happening for years
on cable and satellite TV. The
difference now is that they’re
spilling into the streaming
world — exactly where many
viewers, especially students,
turned to escape the rising
costs of cable.

Disney, which owns ESPN
and several other major net-
works, most likely wants to
negotiate for a higher fee from
YouTube TV for the right to
carry its channels. YouTube
TV, owned by Google, has ar-
gued that Disney is asking too
much and that it’s trying to keep
prices affordable for subscrib-
ers. Each side blames the other
for threatening to pull channels
or raise viewers’ monthly rates.

It’s a familiar script, but one
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that directly affects viewers ev-
ery time these contracts expire:
Subscribers often wake up to
find key channels missing.

YouTube TV’s current base
price under $100 a month makes
it a popular choice for students
who share subscriptions or use
it as a family plan. But the ongo-
ing disputes remind users that
streaming isn’t immune from
the same industry pressures
that drove people away from
cable in the first place.

Indeed, many FCC regula-
tions which apply to cable and
satellite systems — officially
called multichannel video
programming distributors
(MVPDs) — also apply to “ca-
ble alternatives” like YouTube
TV — officially called virtual
MVPDs.

Students can stay informed
through official service updates
and reliable news outlets to stay
up to date. YouTube TV typi-
cally posts real-time updates on
its social media accounts and
support page. Disney-owned
networks also issue public
statements when negotiations
reach a critical point.

Content from some channels
can also be available for free.
Retransmission consent dis-
putes will never affect a local
station’s over-the-air broadcast
signal, so a viewer within range
can watch network affiliates
and digital sub-channels using
an antenna. Many local sta-
tions’ newscasts are also avail-
able through live streams on
the stations’ webpage and apps
for connected TVs.

For cable-only channels, a
subscription service is neces-
sary, but viewers may be able
to find a better deal. Online
tools like suppose.tv can help
compare different services, but
cable providers are location-
based franchises in Connecti-
cut. Some cable providers do
offer out-of-home viewing, but
any specifics and potential pro-
motions should be confirmed.

Television stations and mul-
tichannel video programming
distributors are required to
negotiate in good faith, and
oftentimes, disputes are re-
solved fairly quickly. Al-
though some disruptions oc-
cur, staying informed and
choosing the right service can
decrease the potential incon-
venience for viewers.
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Quiet Corner Contra Dance
Friday, November 7, 2025

SPECIAL LOCATION - THIS MONTH ONLY:
MILL BROOK PLACE, 1267 MAIN ST (Route 31), Coventry, CT
Across from the Bidwell Tavern

Dance 7:30 — 10:30, beginner workshop at 7:15.
Live Caller and band. All dances are taught. Partner not necessary.
For more information see HCDance org or

contact Dennis at 860-742-9498 or knowdj@frontier.com
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U.K.professordiscusses

the Christian ri

ht’

impact on US politics

by Elijah Polance
STAFF WRITER
HE/HIM/THEY/THEM
elijah.polance@uconn.edu

Students and faculty from

the University of Connecticut
came together to hear Angelia
Wilson, a professor of politics
at the University of Manches-
ter, discuss the impact of the
Christian right on American
politics. Over 40 attendees
filled the conference room
Wilson spoke in at Susan V.
Herbst Hall on Monday, Nov.
3.
Wilson’s lecture delved
into the main points from her
recent book, “The Politics
of Hate: How the Christian
Right Darkened America’s
Political Soul,” published
earlier this year. Her work
focuses on the strategies used
by Christian right political
organizations to advance spe-
cific causes and their impact
on the United States’ political
landscape.

Wilson began by outlin-
ing her education and family
background. She was born
in Texas and her father was
a pastor, giving her expo-
sure to a Christian environ-
ment until she obtained her
undergraduate degree. Her
perspective shifted when
she went to the U.K. to ob-
tain her PhD degree. For the
last 20 years, she has focused
her research on the intersec-
tion of religion and politics,
especially with the Christian
right in the U.S.

“I didn’t go into [my re-
search] thinking these are
bad people... because of what
I started the story with,
which was that I grew up in
Texas,” Wilson said. “I actu-
ally wanted to know what’s
going on, why is this political
phenomenon and how can I
use this skill set?”

Wilson clarified relevant
definitions from her talk
before discussing politi-
cal strategy. She defined the
Christian right as political
groups or movements of any
Christian denomination. She
said that these groups can get
overlooked, but as she began
her research, she realized
there was a lot to learn about
how these groups function
and work together.

All of these groups fol-
low a Christian worldview
which asserts that the U.S. is
a Christian nation, according
to Wilson. The groups want
to ensure important elected
officials, like the president,
are Christian and advance
policies in their interest.

Wilson pointed out that one
of the strategic strengths of
the Christian right is their
co-belligerence. She talked
about this term as the will-
ingness for these groups to
work with people they fun-
damentally disagree with to
advance shared causes. She
used political groups work-
ing with feminists to advance
anti-trans legislation as ex-
ample of this practice.

This co-belligerence can
also wunite Christian right
groups with conflicting reli-
gious beliefs. Wilson said, “I
don’t care if you’re going to
hell, we need to get this policy
passed,” voicing the mindset
used by these groups when
they work together.

Another strategic ploy Wil-
son observed was the use of
war rhetoric. She said Chris-

tian right groups will “say
they’re at war” to emphasize
the severity of their cause.
Her research in this area and
other parts of her project
drew on writings from geo-
political scholar Colin Gray.

Some of the contemporary
Christian right organiza-
tions that Wilson focused
her research on are the Faith
and Freedom Coalition, Al-
liance Defending Freedom
and the Family Research
Council (FRC). These orga-
nizations invest resources in
building their organization
and teaching Christian val-
ues. She said this education
can come to groups on local
levels, like churches, about
how they can engage with
political issues. But it also
includes influencing home-
school curriculums, making
films and producing other
media.

“The Christian right edu-
cational industry is enor-
mous, and it is incred-
ibly profitable,” Wilson said.
“[They’re] providing educa-
tion for everyone, every mo-
ment in life, from the time
that you’re a child to the time
that you’re single to the time
that you’re a grandparent.”

Part of Wilson’s research
involved screening over 2000
emails sent by the FRC to its
constituents between 2007
and 2018. Her team scanned
for buzzwords about specific
issues like Roe v. Wade and
same-sex marriage. She saw
these topics get increasingly
mentioned around periods
like elections or state rulings
on these matters.

Wilson said the modern
impact of the Christian right
led to a theological justifi-
cation for President Donald
Trump’s first and second
presidency because of his
ability to carry out agreeable
policies. It also added to the
already existing “politics of
hate,” where a commitment
to one group of people places
those outside the group of
“others” that can be hated.

Wilson concluded by ex-
plaining her own concept,
which she called “ethics of
hate.” The term refers to the
way people justify hating
others as an ethically cor-
rect thought process. This
occurs when people think
hatred is necessary for self-
protection.

“For the protection of ‘us,’
God’s chosen, because we
are exceptional, we are God’s
people, they will necessitate
the exclusion of ‘them,” who-
ever they are,” Wilson said.

For the last 20 minutes of
the event, Wilson took ques-
tions from the audience,
which led her to elaborate
on different topics from her
talk.

Fabiha Era, a first-semes-
ter philosophy PhD student,
said there is a lot of overlap
between her areas of interest
in philosophy and political
science. She said that to un-
derstand certain philosophi-
cal concepts, it is necessary
to know the political context
underlying them.

“As someone who studies
philosophy, I must also know
the political science research
of it,” Era said. “Coming to
this event is really to address
gaps of knowledge and also
to just bridge disciplines to-
gether.”
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Students manifest
mindfulness and

motivation at Vision
Boards & Vibes

by Juliana Assis
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
SHE/HER/HERS
Kmm24006@uconn.edu

The Phi Beta Chapter of Del-
ta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
and UConn’s Melanin, Mind &
Soul hosted “Vision Boards &
Vibes,” a creative and reflective
event where participants made
personalized vision boards
centered on mental health,
healing and future goals on
Monday, Nov. 3.

The purpose of this event
was to promote mental well-
ness, self-reflection and per-
sonal empowerment through
creative expression and goal
setting, helping students visu-
alize and manifest positivity

and balance in their lives.

Attendees were encouraged
to create vision boards that in-
spire peace, growth and pur-
pose using the supplies provid-
ed, including paint, markers,
canvases and printed images.

Attendees were also pro-
vided with optional prompts to
help shape their vision boards,
focusing on dreams and ambi-
tions, overcoming barriers and
fears, mental and emotional
wellness, community and cul-
tural pride and growth and
self-definition.

They were encouraged to
include images that focus on
what they want in the future,
both career-wise and in terms
of mental health and were

PHOTO COURTESY OF @PHIBETADST ON INSTAGRAM

prompted to incorporate fears
they want to face, replacing
self-doubt with affirmations of
their worth and power. Addi-
tionally, they were encouraged
to include images and symbols
that reflect rest, joy and prac-
tices that center their mental
health. Pictures of flags from
African countries were pro-
vided so, if desired, attendees
could include some represen-
tations of cultural identity and
pride.

The event focused on destig-
matizing mental health and in-
creasing awareness in African
American communities. There
was an additional emphasis
placed on prioritizing the en-
couragement and empower-

ment of African American
communities and “Black excel-
lence.”

The event cultivated a very
relaxing atmosphere where
attendees could connect and
communicate by bouncing
ideas off each other, bonding
over shared goals and sharing
their final creations.

The overall goal of the event
was to create an intentional,
culturally grounded space
where the boundaries and
stigma about Black mental
health could be broken.

“We wanted to have an
event where people could
destress from midterms and
give them inspiration to look
into their future as well as a

Attendees can be seen collaging and coloring during the event. The event was made to promote mental wellness and self-
improvement through creating.

space for people to connect
and talk to each other,” said
Shani Forte, third-semester
communications major and
member of Delta Sigma The-
ta. “The main takeaway from
events like this is just that
we’re all growing and trying
to figure ourselves out and
doing things like this can
kind of give us a path,” Forte
continued.

“Making this vision board
has made my goals more
clear,” said Salimah Young,

third-semester  psychology
major.
Overall, the event reas-

sured every attendee that
their vision of their future is
important and achievable.
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by Ayyan Tamjeed
STAFF WRITER

HE/HIM/HIS
Art24001@uconn.edu

The column that dives into
British music history, British
Invasion, is back. The author
apologizes for skipping a col-
umn on Oct. 24, as he needed
to evaluate whether the backup
singer in “Pop Muzik” really
was off her rocker. As for to-
day’s column, we will dive into
a deep cut of the British charts,
delving into the music and man
behind the 1997 single “Your
Woman,” by White Town.

White Town’s one-man
wrecking crew consisted of
British Indian producer Jy-
oti Mishra. The Indian-born
Mishra emigrated to Derby,
England, at three years-old
with his family. His stage name
White Town is inspired by
Derby’s mass of white inhabit-
ants and his experience grow-
ing up as a brown boy in a pre-
dominantly white town, which,
according to Mishra, “wasn’t a
barrel of laughs.”

Growing up, Mishra found
an escape from the racial abuse
he suffered through music and
geekdom. At first it was 1970’s
electronic music, scouring for
records with interesting synth
basslines like Sailor’s “A Glass
of Champagne and Spaces” and
“Magic Fly” by Space. After
seeing a Pixies concert, Mishra

got the courage to form White
Town with two other instru-
mentalists in 1989.

They released their debut, the
succinctly named “Socialism,
Sexism and Sexuality,” in 1994
to lackluster fanfare. Despite
being a decent indie pop record,
no labels were biting and after a
few years of shopping around,
the other instrumentalists left
and Mishra was the only one
standing.

It’s pretty hard to make a
song just by yourself, but the
advent of digital audio work-
stations made it a bit easier to
do so. This was a godsend to
Mishra, who, armed with a
cheap microphone, an eight-
track recorder and a cheapo
sampler he borrowed from
his girlfriend, made his song
“White Town,” in 1996

Mishra’s song is built
around some sampled horns
from the 1932 song “My Wom-
an” by Lew Stone and his
Monseigneur Band, sung by
Al Bowlly and lyrics written
by Bing Crosby. Mishra first
heard the track in the 1970
BBC dramedy “Pennies From
Heaven” and once he got his
hands on an Atari ST, he de-
cided to make a song based off
the horn riff he had stuck in
his head those past few days.

The big selling point about
the sampled hook is its con-
trast within the song. J'na
Jefferson, a Billboard writer,

said “Its production juxta-
poses the original song’s
despondent sound with up-
beat enduring energy.” Other
standout hooks from this song
also include the spacey, funky
basslines that introduce the
first chorus.

Speaking of the bassline, its
inclusion highlights the cha-
meleon nature of this song.
Mishra says his song mixes
Bowlly’s gloomy brass with
George-Clinton style funk,
Depeche Mode electro-pop
and 90’s boom-bap.

Another strong selling point
are its unique lyrics, sung
from a woman’s perspective
on a seemingly one-sided rela-
tionship ... by Mishra, a man.
The framing device tripped
up a lot of listeners and on a
FAQ he did on his website in
2005; he answered a question
about what the song is about.

According to Mishra, the
song covers a range of topics,
covering his time as a Marx-
ist in the 1980’s and being a
straight girl in love with a
“lying, two-timing, fake-ass
Marxist.” That’s where “So
much for all your highbrow
Marxist ways,” comes from,
I presume. It also details the
hypocrisy that results when
love and lust get mixed up
with highbrow ideals, accord-
ing to Mishra.

The words “love and lust”
also appear juxtaposed on a

S© SELL
FONV/ERWIIT: ™A
S IR XIS

street sign in the black-and-
white music video, directed by
Mark Adcock. The video leans
even more into the nostalgic
vibes Mishra was creating
with this song. The exagger-
ated acting, interwar-period
aesthetics and silent film cin-
ematography evoke the era of
1920s and 1930s silent films.

Two big motifs of the film
are use of circular masks to
emphasize focal points and
street signs with opposing be-
liefs named on them, like lust
or love, expectation or inde-
pendence or doubt or promise,
with promise being replaced
for truth later in the video.

So, what did people think
about a somber electro-pop
song with a silent-film mu-
sic video? At least in the UK,
people ate it up. The song
started to pick up steam when
BBC Radio 1 presenter Mark
Radcliffe started spinning the
track on his late-night show.
Eventually, Mishra got a ma-
jor label deal with EMI, who
re-released his EP “Abort,
Retry, Fail?” and made “Your
Woman” the lead single for a
sophomore album, “Women in
Technology.”

The song reached No. 1 in
the UK, topped the charts in
Iceland and Spain and became
one of the first gender-rever-
sal songs to top the UK charts.
It was climbing up the Bill-
board Hot 100 as well, peak-

ing at No. 23 before Mishra
pulled the record from Ameri-
can stores, due to fears over
his privacy thanks to his in-
creased fame.

“Sophomore in Technology”
made a blip in sales then quiet-
ly left. Mishra soon left EMI as
well, as they struggled to mar-
ket someone who didn’t really
want to show his face and was
a genre chameleon with his No.
1 hit.

Mishra came back to the in-
die scene and released some
more music. The last song he
uploaded on his YouTube chan-
nel, “Sleep the Days Away,” is
an amazing work of indie pop
that I urge everyone to listen to.
It’s like listening to The Smiths
without having to be reminded
of what Morrissey is up to these
days

I also urge everyone to listen
to “Your Woman” as well. This
muted, subversive pop sound
has taken hold in popular mu-
sic today through acts like Bil-
lie Eilish and Clairo, and with
genres like lo-fi and bedroom
pop.

It can be debated whether
this change in sound came
through Spotify’s influence on
music listening over the past
15 years and the streaming ser-
vice’s preference towards this
type of sound. But it can’t be
mistaken that 28 years after the
fact, the song has aged like fine
wine.

White Town

Women in Technology is the second studio album released by White Town. The album was released on February 25, 1997.
PHOTO COURTESY OF WHITE TOWN/CHRYSALIS RECORDS.
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Roundtable:

WHAT ARE YOUR WORST STUDY TIPS FOR FINALS SEMESTER?

Halloweekend is over and that means we have entered the last stage of the semester, the stressful time during which these weeks
seem to move at a breakneck pace towards finals week. Exams, projects, essays and whatever they do in those fine arts majors are
all starting to pile up all at once. To get through this, students tend to follow a variety of different methods to persist, though some
of these aren’t as successful as others. So, this week, we’re asking the Opinion Section the question: What are your worst study
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Two friends laugh outside of The William Benton Museum of Art on Nov. 4, 2025. They had the plaza to themselves due to the cold, windy weather. PHOTO BY NORA MARIANO, STAFF

PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

Cartier &od IS a better
vampire musical artist
than Playboi Carti

by Bonnibel Lilith Rampertab
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
SHE/HER/HERS
lilith.rampertab@uconn.edu

Christmas Day 2020: main-
stream rapper Playboi Carti
dropped his most polarizing
album, “Whole Lotta Red.” He
unleashed his new vampire
aesthetic, one filled with synth
and 808-driven sound that
called rage onto the world. For
many, this was completely new
and out of left-field—especially
for longtime fans of the rapper
and the trap genre as a whole.
Looking into the underground
music scene, Carti changed the
trajectory of rap by amplifying
smaller trends invented by oth-
er artists such as cloud rappers
Black Kray and Lancey Foux.
Fans of Carti’s vampire theme
may want to explore the rabbit
hole of dark-sounding vampire-
inspired art made by those with
an interest for the macabre and
alternative to the limelight like
the listed artists. But if you
want an artist who explores
vampire theming in their music
more than Playboi Carti while
genuinely caring for their ex-
perimental, boundary-pushing
art, try Georgia’s other resident
vampire rapper and blender of
many genres Cartier God.

This article will strictly dis-
cuss these two artists’ music
and not their lives outside of it.

First off, who is Cartier God?
And how could he hold a candle
to the likes of Playboi Carti?

Cartier God has been active
since 2011 with the seapunk
collective Ocean Gang, an early
pioneer of cloud rap alongside
other collectives like Raider
Klan and Metro Zu. In 2018,
Cartier God also joined the
majorly influential experimen-
tal rap collective in the under-
ground music scene, Reptil-
ian Club Boyz, responsible for
popularizing genres such as
plugg and even HexD (some-
what). Through his affiliations
and work with music collec-
tives alone, Cartier God likely
influenced many underground
rappers including Playboi Car-
ti while staying in the shade of
the underground. For example,
Ocean Gang predicted so many
music trends, such as plugg

and pluggnb, with projects like
2012’s deep cut “Ocean Gang or
Drown.” You could genuinely
fool some people into think-
ing that project came out in the
late 2010s with how the album
is produced so psychedelically
and with more recent trends
and tropes within these circles.

From the underground, Cart-
ier God was tirelessly releasing
project after project as a solo
artist, while Carti was riding on
the high of his celebrity status
instead of dedicating himself to
his craft. Cartier God released
17 projects between 2021 and
2025 alone. Within these proj-
ects, Cartier God explored the
genres of cloud rap, experimen-
tal rap, trap, vaportrap, house,
hypnagogic pop, alternative
R&B, plugg and pluggnb just to
name some genres. Maybe not
all of them are to your taste, but
the sheer experimentation with
so many genres is commend-
able and he exposes his listen-
ers to so many different sounds
which sound from subpar like
“Love Me” to really well-done
like the collaborations with La-
zyGod.

The most bold creative deci-
sion during this era for Cartier
God is the experimental vam-
pire rap masterpiece “Gold
Fangz II,” whereas Carti’s
best project is “Whole Lotta
Red” for the exciting vampire-
themed rage sound it popu-
larized. “Gold Fangz II” does
something new every song
with its musical consistency in-
stead of just being a collection
of songs recorded around the
same time like many of Carti’s
works. With “Die Lit” and by
the allegedly Al-utilizing dis-
appointment “MUSIC” in 2025,
they start off promisingly but
don’t keep a consistently in-
teresting sound. This ends up
misleading the listener into
thinking they’re going to listen
to one thing when they realize
that the projects are something
else entirely.

Despite his influential and
prolific discography, Cartier
God isn’t without his own de-
tractors. The main barrier to
Cartier God’s music for many
people, whether that’s his col-
laborations or solo work, is his

vocal inflections. Cartier God
typically uses an autocrooning,
off-kilter and out-of-tune vocal
inflection that would under-
standably annoy some people
or otherwise put them off. Fur-
thermore, his beat selection
may not be to others’ tastes for
how experimental or messy
they are. These are an acquired
taste, admittedly, but will reap
you many benefits if you stay
and get familiar with them.

This attitude mirrors reac-
tions to Carti’s repetitive lyri-
cism in general, but also his
baby voice on his earlier proj-
ects and ad-libs on “Whole
Lotta Red.” This leads to com-
paratively less extreme but
similarly polarizing reactions.
Cartier God was an earlier ex-
ample in the cloud rap scene
showing how experiment-
ing with your voice as well as
your production could be ben-
eficial for having a unique and
groundbreaking sound.

The parallels don’t end there;
Carti also uses terminology
popularized by Cartier God. Be-
lieve it or not, Cartier God calls
himself the inventor of “Water
Lingo,” repurposing words like
“drip” and “splash” to mean
something akin to “fashion” or
“style” and “impact” respective-
ly back in the early 2010s. Not
only Carti, but so many other
contemporary rappers owe re-
spect to Cartier God’s innova-
tions from the Ocean Gang era
sonically and linguistically for
their own rapping lexicon.

In a battle of substance and
what will stand the test of
time, both are incredibly im-
portant historically for differ-
ing reasons, but Cartier God
has a lot more going. Cartier
God’s flourishing discography,
grown in roughly the same
amount of same as Carti’s en-
tire career, proves that he’s a
daring experimental musician
who breathes music. Carti, on
the other hand, didn’t invent
his sounds but rather amplified
them from other artists. If an
artist creates original and fresh
art and is passionate about the
quality of their craft, Cartier
God fits that definition better
as a musical vampire trendset-
ter.

Playboi Carti promoting “Whole Lotta Red.” Carti released
this project in December 2020 after being long-awaited by
fans.. PHOTO COURTESY OF @SOUNDCLOUD ON INSTAGRAM

Playboi Carti modeling for Supreme. This picture of Carti is fea-
tured on a t-shirt on Supreme’s Fall/Winter 2025 Preview. pHoTO
COURTESY OF @SUPREME NEW YORK ON INSTAGRAM
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SAM'S SEGTION:

21 PLAVERS OFFROM UGONN'S OPPONENTS NAMED T0 NATIONAL PRESEASON HONORS

by Sam Calhoun
STAFF WRITER

HE/HIM/HIS
samuel.calhoun@uconn.edu

For my column this week, I
was going to make a preseason
All-American team that only
consists of opponents that the
UConn men’s basketball team
has/will face this season, espe-
cially with the loaded schedule
the Huskies have. However,
to show just how difficult the
schedule is, I have listed every
player that Connecticut faces
that was named to a preseason
watch list for a national honor,
in order of who comes into the

year with the most hype.
AJ Dybantsa, forward,
BYU

Arguably the top freshman
this year, one of the favorites for
national player of the year.

Darryn Peterson, guard,
Kansas

Like Dybantsa, a top fresh-
man with the same ceiling.

Alex Condon, forward,
Florida

He was a focal point of the
national championship run last
season and has All-American
potential this season.

Zuby Ejiofor, forward, St.
John’s

The reigning Big East Most
Improved Player looks to bring
St. John’s even more glory.

Richie Saunders, guard,

BYU

The top returner from last
year’s team, Saunders serves
as the lead guard in a stacked
backcourt.

Koa Peat, forward, Ari-
zona

The five-star freshman had
an incredible debut against the
defending national champions.

Boogie Fland, guard, Flor-
ida

Fland is looking for a break-
out sophomore year after trans-
ferring from Arkansas.

Thomas Haugh, forward,
Florida

Another national champion
who was one of Florida’s best
players in the 2025 NCA A Tour-
nament.

Tomislav Ivisi¢, center, Il-
linois

He is one of the top stretch-
bigs in the country but dealt
with injuries for part of last sea-
son.

Owen Freeman, forward,
Creighton

The Big Ten Freshman of the
Year is now in Omaha, where he
looks to be Creighton’s next star.

Xaivian Lee, guard, Flori-
da

Todd Golden got his Walter
Clayton Jr. replacement in the
two-time first-team All-Ivy
League point guard from Princ-
eton.

Bryce Hopkins, forward,

St. John’s

Can he finally stay healthy? A
healthy Bryce Hopkins is scary
to go up against.

Flory Bidunga, forward,
Kansas

Hunter Dickinson’s successor
will have to fill in some massive
shoes for the Jayhawks.

Josh Dix, guard, Creighton

Dix had his breakout season
at Iowa last year, averaging 14.4
points per game. With shoes to
fill in Creighton’s backcourt, ex-
pect the former Hawkeye to be
one of the top guards in the Big
East.

Robert Wright III, guard,
BYU

Remember when I said BYU’s
backcourt was loaded? Wright
was a talented freshman at Bay-
lor, averaging 11.5 points and
4.2 assists per game during the
2024-25 season.

Andrej Stojakovié, guard,
Illinois

At his third school in his col-
legiate career, Stojakovié was
one of the top players in the
transfer portal. He had his best
season last year at California,
averaging 17.9 points per game.

Kylan Boswell, guard, Il-
linois

Illinois has a loaded back-
court as well, with Boswell
paired alongside Stojakovié.
The former Arizona Wildcat is
in his second season with the

Fighting Illini, coming off a
season where he averaged 12.3
points per game.

Ian Jackson, guard, St.
John’s

Jackson is coming off his
freshman season at North Caro-
lina, averaging 11.9 points per
game. With a fresh start with
the Red Storm, maybe this is the
season the former McDonald’s
All-American breaks out.

Jason Edwards, guard,
Providence

Not enough people are talking
about Edwards. Even though he
is at his fifth school in as many
years (the past two have been at
the Division I level: North Texas
and Vanderbilt), he is averag-
ing 18.1 points per game for his
career. Expect similar numbers
with the Friars this season.

Dailyn Swain, guard, Tex-
as

Swain had a memorable two
seasons at Xavier and came to
Texas alongside head coach
Sean Miller. He was one of the
most improved players in the
Big East last season, averaging
11 points per game after averag-
ing 4.6 points per game the sea-
son before.

Brayden Burries, guard,
Arizona

One of the top recruits in his
class, Burries had a decorated
high school career and is one of
the more under-the-radar fresh-

men in college basketball this
year, despite being a five-star
recruit.

When do the Huskies play
these teams:

BYU (in Boston on Now. 15, 7
p-m. on FOX)

Arizona (in Storrs, Conn. on
Now. 19 at 7 p.m. on FS1)

Illinois (at Madison Square
Garden on Nov. 28 at 12:30 p.m.
on FOX)

Kansas (at Lawrence, Kan. on
Dec. 2,9 p.m. on ESPN2)

Florida (at Madison Square
Garden on Dec. 9, 9 p.m. on
ESPN)

Texas (in Hartford, Conn. on
Dec. 12 at 8 p.m. on FOX)

Providence (in Providence,
R.I. on Jan. 7 at 7 p.m. on Pea-
cock; in Storrs, Conn. on Jan. 27
at 7:30 p.m. on TNT and truTV)

Creighton (in Omaha, Neb.
on Jan. 31 at 8 p.m. on FOX; in
Storrs, Conn. on Feb. 18 at 7 p.m.
on TNT)

St. John’s (at Madison Square
Garden on Feb. 6 at 8 p.m. on
FOX; in Hartford, Conn. on Feb.
25 at 7 p.m. on Peacock)

CARTOON BY SAMANTHA HASS, ARTIST EDITOR/THE DAILY CAMPUS

SPORTS SPECTRUM:

TWO GENTERS TO WATGH IN THE LONE STAR STATE

by Seth Wallen
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM
savannah.wallen@uconn.edu

In the NBA, there has been
a resurgence of skilled, Eu-
ropean-born big men. First,
it was Pau Gasol, then Dirk
Nowitzki, and now it’s Nikola
Jokié. However, I would like
to draw your attention to two
wonderfully talented players
to watch out for the Texas tri-
angle. Victor Wembanyama’s
NBA debut has been nothing
short of spectacular. The first
overall pick won Rookie of the
Year in the 2023-24 season.
His follow-up campaign was
cut short due to a diagnosed
blood clot. He’s returned this
season with a vengeance.

The Spurs sparked a 5-0
start, earning their first
five-game winning streak
since March 2019 and their
best start in franchise his-
tory. Wembanyama has been
breaking records, extending
his streak to 90 consecutive
games with a block, passing
Patrick Ewing (88) for the
fourth-longest streak in NBA
history. He joins Ewing (145),
Dikembe Mutombo (116) and
Mark Eaton (94) for the streak
— all three are among the top
10 in career blocks.

He’s also the third Spur
ever to open a season with five
straight double-doubles, join-
ing Tim Duncan and David
Robinson. He’s the first player
since Bob McAdoo in 1975-76
to record at least 150 points, 70
rebounds and 20 blocks in the
team’s first five games.

Looking at it all together, it’s
truly impressive. He returned
to play in his most recent
game where the Spurs lost to

a Suns team that notably lacks
a pure ball handler. As the
season continues, there will
be a pretty even aggregate, but
Wembanyama’s greatness is
generational, and that cannot
be denied.

Alperen Sengiin, on the oth-
er hand, has been amazing in
his own way, showcasing his
unique skills and contribut-
ing significantly to his team.
While Wembanyama’s game

is more defense-oriented,
Sengun’s style of play has of-
ten led to comparisons with
Nikola Joki¢, earning him
the nickname “Joki¢-Lite.”
His high assist numbers are
a testament to his vision and
playmaking ability, which is
also supported by Houston’s
offensive prowess, including
star players like Kevin Durant
and, to a lesser degree, Jabari
Smith Jr., who create versatile

scoring options.

The former Turkish Super
League MVP was considered
one of the most productive
teenagers in European bas-
ketball history. After being
drafted 16th overall in 2021,
he initially started his pro-
fessional journey as a backup
center. However, he quickly
demonstrated his talent and
adaptability, earning a start-
ing role and becoming a key

Alperen Sengiin being photographed during the team’s media day. Sengiin is considered one of the
most productive teenagers in European basketball history.

PHOTO COURTESY OF @ALPEREN.SENGUN ON INSTAGRAM.

player for his team. Since
then, he has been performing
at an exceptional level, show-
casing remarkable skills and
consistency. His impressive
development and contribu-
tions on the court earned him
an All-Star bid for the first
time last season, marking a
significant milestone in his
burgeoning career.

He’s the central figure of
the Rockets’ offense, playing a
pivotal role in their gameplay
and strategy. His performance
has seen a significant and im-
pressive increase, with his
stats taking a massive leap,
now averaging 22.2 points
per game, along with 8.4 re-
bounds, 7.6 assists and 1.8
steals per game. Additionally,
his 3-point shooting has been
remarkably effective, with
his shooting percentage soar-
ing to an impressive 52.9%,
indicating that his offsea-
son training and dedication
have paid off substantially.
Recently, he showcased his
teamwork and scoring ability
by combining with teammates
Amen Thompson, who scored
27 points, and Kevin Durant,
who contributed 21 points, to
total an impressive 74 points
in a single game against the
Mavericks on Monday. De-
spite these highlights, he
has also had multiple games
where he fell shy of a triple-
double, illustrating the ups
and downs of a dynamic and
evolving player.

Of course, we are still in the
beginning of the NBA season,
so everything is subject to
change. But keep your eyes on
these two as they’re the start
of sweeping change in the
NBA landscape.
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Photo of the Day |

UConn women’s basketball plays Southern Connecticut State University at PeoplesBank Arena in Hartford, Conn. on Oct 26, 2025. The Huskies dominated, and ended
the game with a 105-39 win against the Owl’s. nus.
PHOTO BY SYDNEY GHANDLER, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER/THE DAILY CAMPUS

MONEYBALL WEEKLY:

by Jack Yadlon
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
ptf24003@uconn.edu

MLB free agency opens to-
morrow at 5 p.m. EST, and
over the next few months
players will gradually sign.

This article will focus on
the hitting side of free agency,
while tomorrow’s story will
feature the pitchers.

The biggest name is Chicago
Cubs right fielder Kyle Tuck-
er. The Cubs are going to give
a large offer to Tucker, but as
the hottest name on the mar-
ket, they won’t be alone.

The New York Mets, New
York Yankees and Los Ange-
les Dodgers should all be ex-
pected to be in the running,
given historical spending
trends and a need for an out-
field bat for all three.

The San Francisco Giants
are another name to watch, as
the team finished bottom ten
in both slugging and on-base
percentage.

The next big name is Phila-
delphia Phillies’ DH and MVP
finalist Kyle Schwarber. With
Philly looking to keep their
contention window alive,
they’ll do everything in their
power to keep Schwarber.

With Luis Arraez and Ryan
O’Hearn both set to hit the
market, coupled with a pow-
er-lacking offense this season,
the San Diego Padres are qui-
etly a great fit for Schwarber.

Yankees outfielder Cody
Bellinger officially opted out
of his contract. Bellinger’s
numbers favor him against
lefties and at home, he has a
.200 better OPS in Yankee
Stadium, courtesy of the short
porch.

Because of this, re-signing
Bellinger makes a lot of sense
for New York. But the cross-
town rival Mets could look to
poach a big-time Yankee free
agent for the second straight
year, following their record
contract with Juan Soto last
offseason.

The Mets could also look to
poach Yankees’ centerfielder
Trent Grisham, who’s com-
ing off by far the best year of
his career. Grisham’s splits
favor him on the road, making
it seem as though the short
porch didn’t do all too much
for him.

The Yankees are unlikely
to be involved due to other fo-

cuses, but a team like the Gi-
ants or Tigers may be instead.
As the Giants are in desperate
need of offense, especially on
the power side.

Boston Red Sox third base-
man Alex Bregman will be
a free agent for the second
straight year, and in such a
premium position he’s sure to
accrue great interest, includ-
ing from Boston themselves.

The Seattle Mariners will
likely not be retaining the
services of Eugenio Suarez,
so Bregman would be a great
fit if they open the bank. The
Detroit Tigers are also in dire
need of a third baseman.

Suarez’s stellar start to the

year turned sour upon his
return to Seattle, with a .682
OPS there that tanked his
value.

Suarez will turn 35 next
year, and his age plus poor
numbers in Seattle will likely
earn him a short-term deal.
Detroit could be a good fit,
while the Los Angeles Angels
will also have a logical open-
ing.

Mariners first baseman
Josh Naylor will also hit the
market. He was a perfect fit in
Seattle during his few months
there, and the team is likely
to prioritize keeping him
around.

If he leaves, the Texas Rang-

ers, Arizona Diamondbacks
and Minnesota Twins are log-
ical fits.

The Padres’ Ryan O’Hearn
should garner interest from
the same teams as Naylor, as
both are first basemen with
similar skills.

Mets first baseman Pete
Alonso’s free agency last year
was murky, and he did not
sign until February as nobody
was willing to offer him the
long-term, high salary deal he
desired.

Alonso answered this dis-
interest with arguably his
best year since his rookie
2019. While his defense is still
alarming, he should receive

Jeff McNeil from the New York Mets running bases during a game with the Miami Marlins. The Mets
won this game 5-0 against the Marlins on September 27, 2025.
PHOTO COURTESY OF @METS ON INSTAGRAM.

HITTING FREE AGENT FITS

extensive interest.

Of course, the Mets will be
near the top of the list. But
anybody looking purely for a
bat will be involved as well.

Should the Yankees commit
to Ben Rice as the full-time
catcher, they may show inter-
est. The Twins are a top fit
for the second straight year,
and Seattle may be involved
should Naylor walk.

If Schwarber leaves, the
Phillies may try and replace
him with Alonso. Bryce Harp-
er would retain duties at first,
while Alonso would become a
full-time DH.

Gleyber Torres is yet anoth-
er player returning after being
a free agent last year. Detroit
will show interest, though
they could improve elsewhere
and return Colt Keith to sec-
ond.The Giants and Atlanta
Braves are good external fits.

Toronto Blue Jays short-
stop Bo Bichette is likely to
re-sign with the defending
AL champs, though his poor
defense likely means a move
to second base full-time next
year. If he were to leave, the
Giants and Tigers would be

quality fits.
Japanese third baseman
Munetaka Murakami has

been posted for this offseason,
meaning the 25-year-old can
sign with an MLB team. Mu-
rakami isn’t a great defender
and has a high strikeout rate,
but his numbers in the NPB
have otherwise been stellar
with extreme power.

The Dodgers, Mariners and
Yankees are the most connect-
ed teams to Murakami, with
the Mariners having the best
logical fit.

29-year-old third baseman
Kazuma Okamoto will be
available as well, though his
skills feature more on-base-
oriented hitting than Muraka-
mi.

While the Mariners are
again a good fit, Okamoto’s
contact skills coupled with
him being a quality third base
bat make him a perfect fit for
the Yankees.

Though not as impressive as
last year, this year’s free agent
hitting class is a strong one
for any team willing to dish a
larger contract out. Free agen-
cy opens in two days, and it’s
only a matter of time before
one of these players come off
the board.
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THE FANTASY FOREGAST:

WEEK 10 WATCHLIST

by Chase Cassidy
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
chase.cassidy@uconn.edu

As November begins to wel-
come itself to 2025, Halloween
decorations are put back in the
attic, and the last remaining bits
of candy start to “disappear.”
Thanksgiving will be here be-
fore you know it, and so will the
Fantasy Football playoffs. So, as
you scurry to find that pumpkin
pie recipe, check out this week’s
Fantasy Forecast to make sure
you stay on track.

New York Giants vs. Chi-
cago Bears

The Giants are coming off
three straight losses and are
winless on the road. The Bears,
on the other hand, have won five
out of their last six, including
a nail-biter last week in which
they edged out the Cincinnati
Bengals with under a minute left
on the clock. And yet, what may
seem like an easy victory for the
latter isn’t the case, as the Bears
are only favored by 0.4%, ac-
cording to ESPN Analytics.

Quarterback Jaxson Dart will
face off against Caleb Williams
this Sunday at 1 p.m. at Soldier
Field. The NFC matchup should
be one for the books, as the Gi-
ants desperately need a win
while the Bears are staring at the
top spot of their division. With
both teams’ star running backs
sidelined with injuries, this
Week 10 brawl should be filled
with air attacks. Fantasy us-
ers can expect a heavy day from
both quarterbacks and their
wide receiving counterparts.

Los Angeles Rams vs. San
Francisco 49ers

Division matchups are always
entertaining, as the rivalry be-
tween the two going head-to-

head is heated. However, when
those two teams reside in the
same state, the stakes are even

higher. That’s exactly what is
going to unfold this weekend as
the Rams will head up the coast

Jaxson Dart from the New York Giants passing the football. The New York Giants faced the San Fran-
cisco 49ers and lost 24-34 on Sunday, Nov. 2, 2025.

PHOTO COURTESY OF @NYGIANTS ON INSTAGRAM

to take on the 49ers in Levi Sta-
dium.

Both teams are seeking their
seventh win in hopes of claiming
the top spot in the NFC West. As
the 49ers’ leader in both rush-
ing and receiving, running back
Christian McCaffrey will look
to continue this display of domi-
nance against the Rams’ defense.
That’s not to say that the 49ers
defense won’t have its hands full,
too. Ram’s running back Kyren
Williams and wide receiver
Puka Nacua are among the top
fantasy scorers in their respec-
tive positions. The highly antici-
pated battle for California takes
place this Sunday at 4:25 p.m.

New England Patriots vs.
Tampa Bay Buccaneers

This week could very well
answer the question of whether
Drake Maye is the quarterback
New England has been search-
ing for since Tom Brady. The
Patriots will look to extend their
six-game win streak this Sunday
as they challenge the Buccaneers
in Tampa, FL.

Fantasy users should be on the
lookout for wide receivers De-
Mario Douglas and Stefon Diggs,
who seem to be Maye’s go-tos. A
win this week will start to set the
tone for the Pats’ playoff look,
as a light three-game stretch to
their bye week is just ahead. For
the Bucs, who have a chance to
claim the top spot in the NFC,
quarterback Baker Mayfield will
rely heavily on Rachaad White
in the backfield and Emeka Eg-
buka at wideout. With Tampa
Bay anxiously wanting that sev-
enth win, the 1 p.m. matchup will
require all hands-on deck.

Best of luck, Huskies.

WILKER'S WEEKLY:

PATRIOTS WEEK 9 OVERVIEW AND WEEK 10 OUTLOOK

by Graham Wilker
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
graham.Wilker@uconn.edu

The New England Patri-
ots continued their win-
ning streak on Sunday after
squeaking by the Atlanta Fal-
cons 24-23. The NFC squad
stayed close, but in the end,
a missed extra point from
former Patriot kicker Parker
Romo left Atlanta just short,
allowing Drake Maye to find
Hunter Henry for a game
clinching first down. It was
a far from perfect game: no
running back hit 4.0 yards
per carry; Stefon Diggs man-
aged only 38 yards; an injury
to Kayshon Boutte left the
receiver room without their
primary deep threat. Defen-
sively, Drake London torched
the secondary, and the de-
fense was unable to come up
with a turnover. Still, the 3-5
Falcons are a far more talent-
ed team on paper than they’ve
shown this season.

As well as Maye has played
this year, this wasn’t his best
game. The UNC product fin-
ished the game 19/29 for 259
yards and two touchdowns
but also threw an intercep-
tion and had a key fumble
that led to an Atlanta touch-
down before halftime. His
eight carries tacked on an
additional 20 ground yards
to his total. It wasn’t his best
game, but he still managed a
65% completion percentage
and extended an impressive
streak: eight straight games

with 200+ passing yards and
a 100+ rating. If he can con-
tinue that feat next week, it
will be the longest streak by
a player aged 23 or younger in
NFL history.

The running game was
without Rhamondre Steven-
son this week, and while nei-
ther back wowed, they passed
the eye test. Terrell Jennings
looked powerful, taking 10
carries for 33 yards and his
first NFL touchdown. TreV-
eyon Henderson’s first drive
performance led to a Pop
Douglas touchdown, and he
finished with 14 carries for
55 yards. Excluding an eight-
yard loss on an outside run,
his 13 carries for 63 yards
bumps him up to a very strong
4.8 yards per touch. While the
final numbers weren’t elite for
either back, they each showed
some promise. Furthermore,
the use of nose tackle Khyiris
Tonga as a fullback was an in-
teresting wrinkle, as it led to
a strong first down run on a
third and 1 play.

Diggs was mostly quiet, be-
ing held to only three catches,
but did manage a touchdown
on a redzone catch and run.
Douglas was the star of the
day, earning four catches for
100 yards and a touchdown
while dealing with some
heavy personal matters off the
field; his performance was no
doubt something to highlight.
Additionally, it was the first
100-yard game of his career.
Henry and Austin Hooper
each had some key plays, with

Henry having 54 yards and
Hooper registering 20 yards
on his single catch. Atlanta
had the No. 1 pass defense
coming into the game, and the
Patriots knocked that average
from 149 to 158 yards allowed
per game. Boutte’s absence
certainly hurt the team, but
the performance from Doug-
las made up for their lack of a
traditional deep threat.
Defensively, the team strug-
gled to contain London. He fin-
ished with three touchdowns
for the first time in his career,
two against Marcus Jones and
one coming on a ridiculous
grab while boxing out Carl-
ton Davis. The offense’s pair
of turnovers made it difficult
for the defense to contain the
28th ranked offense as well as
they might have hoped, as At-
lanta had more than 22 points
for just the third time this
season. They did, however,
continue their streak of hold-
ing rushers to under 50 yards.
Bijan Robinson managed just
46 yards on 3.8 per carry, con-
tinuing to show that this front
seven is the best in the league
in stopping the run. Christian
Gonzalez went out with an in-
jury, originally suspected to
be a concussion, but it was lat-
er confirmed he was okay — a
huge win for the defense. In
the front seven, the team man-
aged only one sack thanks to
K’Lavon Chaisson continu-
ing his spectacular year; he
has more sacks through nine
games than he’s ever had in
a single season in his career.

Milton Williams forced a key
intentional grounding pen-
alty on Atlanta’s last drive
that eventually led to a punt
and the Patriots icing the
game. It wasn’t a spectacular
performance given their lack
of turnovers. It was the first
time they went a game with-
out a fumble or interception
since Week 3, and it marked
just the second time all year.
Next week, the Patriots will
face another NFC South oppo-
nent, this time a much better
squad, the Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers. They had a bye this
past week, giving them the
opportunity to let key players
get healthy, including Bucky
Irving and Chris Godwin,
who are both nursing inju-
ries. The Buccaneers, who sit
at 6-2, took down the Saints
by a score of 23-3 in Week
8. Baker Mayfield had just
152 yards in the game, while
rookie Tez Johnson led the
team in receiving yards. Mike
Evans is on IR, and should
Godwin miss another game,
they’ll be relying on rookies
Emeka Egbuka and Johnson,
as well as tight end Cade Ot-
ton. Their offense ranks 15th
in the league overall, 24th in
rushing and 13th in passing.
Over the last three games,
they’ve scored 20.6 points per
game, four points fewer than
their season average. The bye
week may help them reset,
but should they continue to
miss their top options, it will
be hard for them to score 30+
against a Patriots defense that

ranks sixthé6th overall.

Defensively, Tampa’s 13th
ranked unit features Yaya Di-
aby as the top sack getter with
four, veteran Lavonte David at
the center of the defense, and
Vita Vea the top nose tackle.
Haason Reddick also comes
off the edge, while Antoine
Winfield, Jamel Dean, and
Zyon McCollum are the pri-
mary pieces in the second-
ary. The Bucs have the 2ond
ranked pass defense, but their
rushing defense is top 10, com-
ing in at 7th in the league. Giv-
en their seemingly soft pass
defense this season, the Patri-
ots’ high octane passing game
shouldn’t have much trouble
moving the ball through the
air. We’ll have to see how the
rushing game fares and if Ste-
venson returns to the lineup,
or if Henderson and Jennings
remain the top two backs for
the Week 10 contest. Either
way, expect a heavy reliance
on the pass as they’ve had for
most of the year. Beating the
Buccaneers won’t be easy, but
I think the Patriots will con-
tinue their win streak if they
can keep turnovers to a mini-
mum. Maye will have every
reason to throw the ball plen-
ty this week, and I'd expect an
impressive stat line for him in
a close game. The Patriots are
2.5-point underdogs, but I’ll
take them to win this one by
a score of 28-24. The Patriots
have the opportunity to move
to 8-2 before their Week 11 and
12 matchups against the Jets
and Bengals.
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WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

N, TUGONN SILENGES NO. 20 LOUISVILLE IN SEASON OPENER

by Avery Becker
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR
SHE/HER/HERS
avery.becker@uconn.edu

To kick off their 2025-
26 season, the reigning Na-
tional Champions and No. 1
UConn women’s basketball
team traveled to take on No.
20 Louisville on Monday eve-
ning, where they took their
first win of the season, 79-66.
In a game that was sup-
posed to be held in Germany,
both ranked squads traveled
to Annapolis, Md. to the Unit-
ed States Naval Academy, due
to the ongoing government
shutdown, for the Peraton
Armed Forces Classic.
Sophomore Sarah Strong,
who was named the pre-
season Big East player of the
year, dominated throughout
the game for the Huskies. The
North Carolina native fin-
ished the game with 21 points,
nine rebounds and five as-
sists, consistently setting
things up for her teammates

behind the scenes throughout
the entire game.

“I was just trying to get
comfortable,” Strong said to
ESPN’s Holly Rowe, “Defense
was good, just trying to find
where I’'m open, just trying to
find where my team is open,
just play basketball.”

In an instant, the Huskies
took to the hardwood, all
guns blazing. Connecticut’s
full court pressure stunned
the Cardinals’ offense, shut-
ting them out until halfway
through the first quarter.

Alongside Strong, one of
the Huskies contributing to
this intense full-court pres-
sure was junior guard KK Ar-
nold. Throughout her time as
a Husky, Arnold has consis-
tently brought fire on and off
the bench for her program.

Against the Cardinals, Ar-
nold looked like a completely
evolved version of her past
self, taking on her new veter-
an role. The Wisconsin native
was consistent at attacking

the rim and giving her team-
mates good looks.

At the end of the first half,
Arnold racked up her second-
most number of points in a
halfin her career with 13.

“Just my teammates in-
stilling confidence in me and
knowing that they have my
back through missed shots
or anything.” Arnold said to
Rowe on the ESPN broadcast
when asked about what stood
out from her first half, “Just
going out there with energy
and starting it off.”

By staying persistent and
forcing Louisville to score
only 26.5% of their field goals,
Connecticut would double
the number of points than the
Cardinals to finish the first
half of the bout 44-23. Even
though the Huskies could not
convert efficiently from the
perimeter, it was noticeable
throughout the first half that
the Huskies had the upper
hand.

“Our biggest thing was

converting off of our defen-
sive pressure.” Arnold said
to ESPN’s Rowe in a halftime
interview, “Just doing that
creating energy on that which
creates for our offense pretty
well; it’s something that was
a focal point for this game.”

According to ESPN’s broad-
cast, the Connecticut Huskies
are 376-0 when leading by 20
points in the half.

Heading into the second
half of the game, the Huskies
looked to bring the same fire
to the court as they did in the
first and second frames.

With Strong still front
loading the Huskies defense,
it appeared that throughout
the second half of the game,
Connecticut started to lose
their steam.

Despite a brief stint for half
the third quarter, where the
Cardinals did not score any
field goals, Connecticut start-
ed to take its foot off the gas
a bit.

Fouls from the Huskies

gave the Cardinals a chance
to rack up more points, and
with under five minutes left
in the first quarter, Louisville
got within 10 points of Con-
necticut and outscored the
Huskies 57-54.

With former Husky Paige
Bueckers in  attendance,
though, the program pulled
off the win.

“I feel like from the start of
this game, I mean, it definite-
ly wasn’t easy, but in practice
we go hard every day and
practice things every day,
so we know what to expect.”
Strong said to Rowe in a post-
game interview on ESPN on
how the roster is connecting
with all the new faces this
year.

Next up, the Huskies will
return to the newly renovat-
ed Gampel Pavilion for the
first time since March of this
year. Connecticut will take
on Florida State Sunday af-
ternoon with a tip-off sched-
uled for 4:30 p.m. Ahead of

PREDICTING THE 2025-26 YA
E ACQUISITIONS

by Thaddeus Sawyer
CAMPUS CORRESPONDENT
HE/HIM/HIS
thaddeus.sawyer@uconn.edu

This is part two of a two-part
series that focuses on predict-
ing offseason moves for the New
York Yankees during the 2025-
26 offseason. Part two focuses on
free agency and trades following
the decisions from part one.

Doubling down in the rota-
tion

The Los Angeles Dodgers
had four all-star pitchers start
a World Series game, while the
Toronto Blue Jays had three. The
current Yankees rotation would
feature one.

With ace Gerrit Cole projected
to be out until midseason and
Carlos Rodén also set to miss
the start of the year, the Yankees
would be wise to add at least one
all-star caliber starter to stabilize
the rotation. Barring injury, Max
Fried will start on Opening Day.
Cam Schlittler and Luis Gil likely
have their rotation spots cement-
ed, with Will Warren rounding
out current established options.

While signing an ace in the
top-heavy market is unlikely,
there are still viable options to-
wards the middle of the market.
One option is Brewers starter
Brandon Woodruff, who just
declined a $20 million player op-
tion for 2026.

Woodruff started 12 games in
2025 while battling injuries but

OUTSI

was a productive mid-rotation
option when available. The two-
time all-star pitched to a 3.20
ERA while limiting free passes.
A two-year, $34 million contract
would give the Yankees a sec-
ond established option to begin
the season and depth even after
Cole, Rodén and Clarke Schmidt
return.

Final Prediction: Woodruff
(two years/$34 million)

Rebuilding the bullpen

While Mets closer Edwin Diaz
became a free agent after opting
out of the remaining two years
and $28 million remaining on his
contract, he will likely command
over $100 million for the second
time in his career. The last time
the Yankees neared that level for
a reliever was to reunite with Ar-
oldis Chapman in December 2016
on a five-year, $86 million deal.

The next best free agent option
is San Diego Padres closer Rob-
ert Sudrez. Sudrez is coming off
a career year in which he posted
a career high 40 saves and kept
his ERA under 3.00 for the third
time in four seasons.

Sudrez’s pitch usage is quite
similar to that of the departing
Luke Weaver, throwing their
fastballs at an almost identical
rate and their changeups within
10 percent of each other. Suirez
also mixes in a sinker 15 percent
of the time, giving him a valuable
third look for the postseason.

The righty will pitch all next

season at 35-years-old, meaning
that he will be limited to a shorter
deal than Diaz. As such, a three-
year contract with an average an-
nual value of around $17 million
would give the Yankees another
high-end option without sacrific-
ing long term flexibility.

With a big-ticket free agent
bullpen acquisition accounted for,
the Yankees could next turn to a
trade market where the best op-
tion is longtime Tampa Bay Rays
reliever Pete Fairbanks. Often
the center of trade speculation, a
move finally seems likely this off-
season with the Rays missing the
playoffs in 2025 and Fairbanks’
contract set to expire after 2026.

Since 2019, Fairbanks hasn’t
posted a FIP above 3.63. In three
seasons as the fulltime closer, the
right hander has accumulated 75
saves. The 31-year-old appeared
in a career high 61 games in 2025.

Despite the potential trade be-
ing in-division, the Rays and
Yankees linked up at the 2025
deadline in the deal that José Ca-
ballero to New York. Fairbanks,
who would cost the Yankees $12.5
million next season, would prob-
ably fetch a similar package to the
one New York gave up for Devin
Williams last offseason.

A package including Chase
Hampton and Roderick Arias
could be enough to get a deal
done. A 24-year-old right hander
recovering from Tommy John
surgery and former top 100 pros-

KEES OF

pect, Hampton should be Major
League ready soon after his re-
hab concludes. Arias is another
former top 100 prospect infielder
who is just 21 years old although
has struggled at the plate in three
out of four seasons in the minor
leagues

To fill two other open spots,
the Yankees may look for recla-
mation projects on minor league
contracts, 4 la Weaver in 2024.
Internal options include Yerry
De Los Santos, Brent Headrick
and Allan Winans, amongst oth-
ers.

Final Prediction: Sudrez
(three years/$51 million), Yan-
kees acquire Fairbanks ($12.5
million) from the Rays in ex-
change for RHP Hampton, INF
Arias

Finding a long-term third
base fix

The Yankees’ acquisition of
Ryan McMahon from the Colo-
rado Rockies shored up the in-
field defense but seems more like
a band aid than a long-term fix
due to his light bat.

Moving part of McMahon’s
contract would afford the Yan-
kees extra financial flexibility,
but his bloated deal that runs
past 2026 will be hard to move.
That commitment could keep
New York from shopping at the
top of the market for names such
as Alex Bregman and Munetaka
Murakami.

Instead, a look at the trade

SEASON:

market shows that Cardinals
infielder Brendan Donovan is
available with St. Louis begin-
ning a long term rebuild. In Don-
ovan, the Yankees would receive
a versatile defender who got on
base at a .353 clip in 2025. That
number was only the third high-
est of his four-year career, mean-
ing that New York would be add-
ing a bonafide on-base machine
for the top of their lineup.

While Donovan has only
played 46 games in the major
leagues as third baseman, the
Cardinals trusting him at short-
stop multiple times in the past
suggests that a move to the hot
corner shouldn’t be too much to
handle for the 28-year-old for-
mer Gold Glove recipient.

Donovan is controllable for
two seasons, with a projected
$5.4 million arbitration salary in
2026, meaning that the Yankees
will have to part with a decent
package to acquire his services.
In this scenario, New York deals
top 100 prospect Spencer Jones.
The power-hitter struggles
with strikeouts and is currently
blocked at the Major League
level but has the potential to be
a top of a lineup bat for the next
half decade. Pitching prospect
Thatcher Hurd rounds out the
package.

Final Prediction: Yankees
acquire Donovan ($5.4 million)
from the Cardinals in exchange
for OF Jones and RHP Hurd

Starting pitchers (5):
Fried, Gil, Schlitter, Warren
and Woodruff

PROJECTED 2026 OPENING DAY ROSTER

Bullpen (7):

David Bednar (RHP), Fernan-
do Cruz (RHP), Camilo Doval
(RHP), Fairbanks (RHP), Tim
Hill (LHP), Suarez (RHP), De
los Santos (RHP) and a MiLB
free agent/depth pitchers left-

hander

Lineup (9):

Donovan (3B, LH), Cody Bell-
inger (LF, LH), Aaron Judge (RF,
RH), Jazz Chisholm Jr. (2B, LH)
Giancarlo Stanton (DH, RH), Ben
Rice (1B, LH), Anthony Volpe (SS,
RH), Austin Wells (C, LH) and

Jasson Dominguez (CF, SH)

Bench (5):
Oswaldo Cabrera, Caballero,
McMahon, and Amed Rosario

Arbitration predictions from MLB Trade Rumors | Market Value Predictions/A AV estimates from Spotrac




